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INXriODUCTOET, — THE PKEaENT OEISia. 

The mountain raagea, the valleys, and the great waters of 
America, all trend north and south, not east and west. An 
arbitrary political line may divide the north part from the 
eonth part, hut there is no such line in nature : there can 
be none, socially. While water runs downhill, the currenta 
and counter currciits of trade, of lovo, of consanguinity, and 
fellowebip, vsill flow north and aouth. The unavoidable 
comminglings of the people in a land hke this, upon the con- 
ditions which the elaveiy of a portion of the population im- 
poae, make it necessary to peace that we should all live under 
the same lavfS and respect the same flag No government 
could long eontiol its own people, no go^emmLnt could long 
exist, that would allow its citizens to h& subject to buch 
mdis:;mties imdei a foreign goverament as those to which the 
citizens of the United States heietufore have been lequired 
to &nbmit under their own, for the sake ol the traiif[uiliity of 
the South Nor could the South, with its prp=ient purposes, 
live on terms of peace with any foreiQ;n nation, betweei 
\ hoie people and its o\Tn theie was no dniMOn, escept such 
au one AS inif,ht In. maint<imi?d by uifin'! of ioit-. hontur- 
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guarda and cnstom-LouseSj edicts, p^sporla and spies. Scot- 
land, Wales, and Ireland are each mncli better adapted for an 
independent govGmment, and under an independent govem- 
laent would be far moro likely to live at peace with England, 
than the South to remain peaceably separated from the Korth 
of thia comitry. 

It is said that the South can never be eubjugated. It must 
be, or we must. It must be, or not only oiir American re- 
public ia a failure, but our English justice and our English 
law and our English freedom are Mures. This Southern 
repudiation of obligations upon the result of an election is but 
a clearer wai'ning than wo have had before, that these cannot 
be maintained in this land any longer in such intimate as- 
sociation with slavery as we have hitherto tried to hope ihat 
they might. We now know that we must give them up, or 
give up trying to accommodate om-selves to what the South 
has declared, and demonstrated, to be the necessities of its 
state of society. Those necessities would not be less, but, on 
the contrary, far more imperative, were the south an inde- 
pendent people. If the South has reason to declare itself 
independent of our long-honoured constitution, and of our 
common court of our conunon laws, on account of a past 
want of invariable tenderness on the part of each one of 
our pet)ple towards its nece^ties, how long could we calcu- 
late fo be able to preeerre ourselvea from occurrences wliicli 
would be deemed to abrogate the obligations of a mere treaty 
of peace ? A treaty of peace with the South as a foreign 
power, would be a cowardly armistice, a cruel aggravation 
and prolongation of war. 

Subjugation ! I do not choose the word, but take it, and 
use it in the only sense in wliich it can be applicable. This 
in a Republic, and the South must come under the yoke of 
freedom, not to work for uis, but to work with us, on equal 
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terma, as a. free people. To work with us, for the eeeiirity of 
a state of society, the mling purpose and tendency of which, 
spite of all its liendings heretofore, to the necessities of slavery ; 
spite of the incongruoiig foreign elemeats which it has had con- 
stantly to absorb and incorporate ; spite of a strong element 
of escessive backwoods individualism, has, beyond all question, 
been favourable to sound and safe progress in knowledge, 
civilization, and Christianity. To this yoke the head of the 
South must now be lilted, or we must bend our necks to that 
of slavery, consenting and submitting, even more than we have 
been willing to do heretofore, to labour and fight, and pay for 
the dire needs of a small portion of our people living in an 
exceptional state of society, in which Cowper's poems must 
not be read aloud without the precautions against the listen- 
ing of iamily servants ; in which it may be treated as a crime 
against the public safety to teach one of the labouring classes 
to vrrite ; in which the names of Wilberforce and Buxton are 
execrated ; within which the slave trade is perpetuated, and at 
the capital of whose rebellion, black seamen bom free, taken 
prisoners, ia merchant ships, not in arms, are even already 
sold into slavery with as little hesitation as even in Barbary, 
One system or the other is te thrive and extend, and eventually 
possess and govern this whole land. 

This has been long felt and acted upon at the South ; and 
tlie purpose of the more prudent and conservative men, now 
engaged in the attempt to establish a new government in the 
South, was for a long time simply to obtain an advantage for 
what was talked of as " reconstruction ;" namely, a process of 
change in the form and rulra of our government that would 
disquahfy us of the Free States from offering any resistance to 
whatever was demanded of our government, for the end in 
view of the extension and eternal maintenance of slavery. 
That men to whom the terms prudent and conservative can ia 
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any way be applied, should .not Lave foreseen that sueh a 
scheme must be imsuc«essfiil, only presents one more illus- 
tration of tliat, of which the people of England have hsid many 
in their own history, the moral Myopism, to which the hiibit 
of almost constantly boking down and never up at mankind, 
always predisposes. That the true people of the United 
States could have allowed the mutiny to proceed so far, before 
rising in their strength to resist it, is due chiefly to the in- 
structive reliance which every grumbler really gets to h*ve 
under our fonna of society in the ultimate common-sense of 
the great body of the people, and to the iiicredulity with which 
the report has been regarded, that slavery had made such a 
vast difference between the character of the South and that 
of the country at large. Few were fully convinced that the 
whole proceedings of the insui-gents meant anything else than 
a more tlian usually bold and acandaious way of playing the 
game of brag, to -which we had been so long used ia our 
pohtics, and of which the people of England had a httle 
experience shortly before the passage of a certain Eeform Bill, 
The instant effect of the first shotted-gan that was fired proves 
this. We knew then that we had to subjugate slavery, or he 
subjugated by it. 

Peace is now not possible until the people of the South are 
wall convinced tliat the form of society, to fortify which is tho 
ostensible purpose of the war into which they have been 
plunged, is not worthy fighting for, or until we think the 
sovereignty of our convictions of Justice, Freedom, Law and 
the conditions of Civilization in this land fo be of less worth 
than the lives and property of oiir generation. 

From the St. Lawrence to the Mexican Gulf, freedom 
must everj-where give way to the necessities of slavery, or 
slavery must be aficommodated to the necessary incidents of 
freedom. 
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Where the hopca and sympathies of Englislimen will be, 
we well know. 

" The necessity to labour is incompatible with a high 
civilization, and with heroic spirit in those subject to it." 

"The institution of African slavery is a means more 
eSeetive than any other yet devised, for relieving a large body 
of men from the necessity of labonr; consequently, states 
which possess it must be stronger in statesmanship and in 
war, than those which do not; especially mast they be 
stronger tlian states • in which there ia absolutely no privi- 
leged class, but all men are held to be equal before tlie law," 

" The civilized world is dependent upon the Slave States 
of America for a supply of cotton. The demand for this com- 
modity has, during many years, increased faster than the 
supply. Salts are made of it, now, to the amount of two 
hundred milhona of dollars in a year, yet, they have a vast 
area of soil suitable for its production which has never been 
broken. With an enoimous income, then, upon a steadily 
rising market, they hold a vast idle capital yet to be employed. 
Such a monopoly under such circumstances must constitute 
those who possess it the richest and most powerful people on 
the earth. The world must have cotton, and the world 
depends on them for it. Whatever they demand, that must 
be conceded them ; whatever they want, they have but to 
stretch forth their hands and take it." 

These Mlacies, lodged m certain minds, generated, long ago, 
grand, ambitious, and bold schemes of conquest and wealth. 
The people of the North stood in the way of these schemes. 
In the minds of the schemers, labonr had been associated with 
servility, meekness, cowirdice ; and they were persuaded that 
all men not degraded by labour at the North " kept aloof 
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fi.x>m politics," or held their jadgment ia entire subjection to 
the daily waiita of a working population, of no more spirit 
and no moro patiiofcism than their own working men — slavea. 
They beheved this whole people to be really in a state of de- 
pendence, and that they controlled tliat upon which they 
depended. Bo, to a hitherto vague and uiert local partisan- 
ehip, they brought a purpose of determination to overcome 
the North, and, as this could not be safely avowed, there was 
the necessity for a conspiracy, and for the cloak of a con- 
spiracy. By means the most mendacious, the ignorant, 
proud, jealous, and violent free population of the cotton 
States and tlieir dependencies, were persuaded tliat less con- 
sideration was paid to their poiitiea! demands than the im- 
portance of their contentment entitled them to expect from 
their government, and were at length decoyed into a state of 
angry passion, in which they only neetled leaders of sufficient 
audacity to bring them into open rebellion. Assured that 
their own power if used would be supreme, and that they had 
bat to offer sufficient evidence of a violent and dangerons 
determination to overawe the sordid North, and make it 
submit to a " reconstruction " of the nation ia a form more 
advantageons to themselves, they were artfully led along in 
a constant advance, and coi^lant failure of attempts at in- 
timidation, until at length they must needs take part in a 
desperate reheUion, or accept a position which, after the 
declarations they had made for the purpose of intimidation, 
they could not do without humiliation. 

The conspirators themselves have, until recently, been able, 
either directly or by impositions upon patriotic, but too con- 
fiding and generous instruments, to control the treasury of 
the United States, its post-office, its army and navy, its 
arsenals, workshops, dockyards and fortresses, and, by the 
simple means of peijuiy, to either turn these agencies against 
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the government, or at least render theni ineffectuai to aid it, 
and thJR at a time, when its very existence, if it were anything 
but a demoei-atie republioan government, and, aa we think 
for all good purposes, by fiu- the strongest that ever existed, 
would have depended on a perfect instant and imqnestionahle 
command of them. Tet I doubt not that the conspirators 
themselves, trust at this moment, as they ever have trusted, 
even less to the supposed helpless condition of the govern- 
ment than to the supposed advantages of the cotton mono- 
poly to the Slave States, and to the supposed superiority of a 
commanity of privileged classes over an actual democracy. 

" No ! you dare not make war upon cotton ; no power on 
earth dares to nmk© w^r upon it. Cotton is king ; until 
lately the Bank of England was king ; but she tried to put 
her screws, as usual, the fall before the last, on the cotton 
crop, and was utterly vanquished. The last power has been 
conquered : who can doubt, tktt baa looked at recent events, 
that cotton is supreme ?" 

These are the defiant and triumphant words of Governor 
Hammond, of South Carohna, addressed to the Scaiate of the 
United States, March 4tli, 1858. Almost every important 
man of the South, has at one time or other, within a few 
years, been betrayed into the utterance of similar exultant 
anticipations ; and the South would never have been led into 
the great and terrible miatate it has made, had it not been 
for this confident conviction in the minds of the men who 
have been passing for its statesmen. AVhatever moral strength 
the rebellion has, abroad or at home, lies chiefly in the fact 
that this conviction is also held, more or less distuictly, by 
multitudes who know perfectly well that the commonly assigned 
roaaons for it are haaod on falsehoods. 
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ly, a banker, who is and always lias been a loyal 
anion man, said, commenting upon certain expei'iences of 
mine naaTata3 in tliis book: "The South cannot be poor, 
"Why their last crop alone was worth two hundred million, 
Th^ mnat be rich :" ergo, say the eonapirators, adopting the 
same careless conclusion, they most be powerful, and the 
world must feel their power, and respect them and their in- 
stitutions. 

My own observation of the real condition of the people of 
our Slave States, gaye me, on the contrary, an impresision that 
the cotton monopoly in some iray did them more harm than 
good ; and, althongh the writtai narration of what I saw was 
not intended to set this forth, upon reviewing it for the pre- 
sent pubhcation, I find the impression has become a conviction 
I propose here, therefore, to ahow how the main bud\ of the 
observations of the book arrange themselves in my mmd with 
reference to this question, and alsot« inquire how f j- the con- 
clusion to which I think they tend is aubstant.aied by tlie 
Census retnms of those States.* 

Coming directly from my iarm in New Tork to Eastern 
Virginia, I was satislied, after a few weeks' observation, that 
the most of the people hved very poorly ; that the proportion 
of men improving their condition was much less than in any 
Northern community ; and that the natural resources of the 
laud were strangely unused, or were nsed with poor economy. 
It was " the hiring season," and I had daily opportunities of 
talking with farmers, manufacturers, miners, and labourers, 
with whom the value of laboiu' and of wages was then the 
Iiandicst siibject of conversation. I soon perceived that labour 

* I greatly T^'et, after vi^fing Washington for (his pnqjose, to fiud Ihat the 
retinna of the Census of ISiiO. !ire not yet Enflidenlly rerified and digested (o be 
pyon to the irabLc. I tavc Ihei'tfore had to iall iMck upon those of 1850. The 
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was mach more readily dassifiecl and measured with reference 
to its quality than at the Ifoiih. The limit of measure I 
found to be the oiJinaty day'a work of a " prime field-liand," 
and a prime field-hand, I found universally imderatood to mean, 
not a man who would split two cords of wood, or cradle two 
acres of grain in a day, but a man for whom a " trader " 
would give a thousand dollars, or more, to take on South, for 
sale to a cotton planter. I do not mean that the altematiye 
of a sale to a trader was always had in view in determining 
how a man should be employed. To be just, this seldom 
appeared to be the case — but that, in estimating the market 
value of hia labour, he was viewed, for the time, fi-om the 
trader's point of view, or, as if the question were — "What k- he 
worth for cotton ? 

I soon ascei-tained that a much larger number of hands, at 
much larger aggregate wages, was commonly reckoned to he 
required to accomplish certain results, than would have been 
the case at the North. Not all results, but certain results, 
of a kind in which it happened that I conld most readily 
make a confident compaiison, I have been in the habit of 
watching men at work, and of judging of then- mdustry, their 
skill, their spirit ; in short, of whatever goes to make up their 
value to their employers, or to the community, as instruments 
of production ; and from day to day I saw that, as a land- 
owner, or as a citizen, in a community Jargely composed, or 
dependent upon the productive industry, of working people of 
such habits and disposition as I constantly saw evinced in 
those of Virginia, I ehoidd feel disheartened, and mysslf lose 
conrage, spirit, and industry. Tlie close proximity of the 
better and cheaper labomr — labour seeking a field of labour — 
which I had left behind me, added greatly to my interest in 
the Bubjeot, and stimulated close inquiry. It seemed, indeed, 
qmte incredible tliat there really conld bo such a want of 
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better labour in tbia region as at first sight there appeared to 
ba, when a supply was so near at hand. I compared notes 
with every Northern man I met who bad been liring for some 
time m Virginia, and some I found able to give ma quitfi 
exact statements of personal experience, with which, in the 
cases they mentioned, it could not be doubted that labourers 
costing, all things considered, the same wages, had taken fom- 
times as long to accomplish certain tasks of rude work in 
Virginia as at the North, and that in house service, four 
servants accomplished less, while they required vastly more 
looking after, than one at the North. 

I left Virginia, having remained much longer than I at first 
intended, in trying to satisiy myself about ttiia matter — quite 
satisfied as to the general fact, not at all satisfied with any 
theories of demand and supply which had been offered me, 
or which had occiured to me, in the way of explanation of it. 

My perplexity was mcreased by certain apparent exceptions 
to the general rule ; but they were, all things considered, un- 
important, and rather served as afibrding contrasts, on the 
ground, to satisfy me of the correctness of my general con- 
clusion. 

I subsequently returned, and spent another month in 
Vh-ginia, after visiting the cotton States, and I also spent 
three months in Kentucky and other parts of the Slave States 
where the climate is unsuitable for the production of cotton, 
and with the information which I had in tlie meantime 
obtained, I continued to study both the question of fact, and 
the question of cause. The following conclusions to which 
my mind tended strongly in the firet month, though I did 
not then adopt them altogether with confidence, were esta- 
blished at length in my convictiona. 

1. The cash value of a slave's labour in Virginia is, praeti- 
callv, the ciish value of the sama labour minus the 
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cost of lis tran ^oiiatioD acclimatiz ni^ ind brcaJiing 
in to cotton cultaie m Mi,s-Jissqji 

2. The cost ot iroJuction or tht dcvekpment of natural 

wealth in Vagmia 13 regulated by the cost of slave- 
labour: (that m to (layj the competition of wliite 
labour does not mateiiallj leduce it though it doubt- 
leae has some effect, at least in certain distrieta, and 
with reference to certain productions or branches of 
industry'. 

3. Taking infents, aged, invalid, and vicious and knavaih 

slaves into account, the ordinary and average cost of 
a cerbiia task of labour is more than double in 
Virginia wLat it is in the Free States adjoining. 

4. The use of land aud nearly all other resources of wealth 

in Virginia is much less valuable than the use of 
similar property in the adjoining Free States, these 
resources having no real value until labour is applied 
to them. (The Census returns of 1S50 show that the 
sale value of farm lands by the acre in Virginia is less 
than one-tliird the value of farm lands in the ad- 
joining Free State of Pennsylvania, and less than 
one-fifth than that of the farm lands of the neigh- 
bouring Free State of Kew Jersey,)* 

5. Beyond the bare necessities of existence, poor shelter, 

poor clothing, and the crudest diet, the mass of the 
citizen class of Virginia earn very Uttle and are veiy 
poor — immeasurably poorer than the mass of the 
people of the adjoining Free States. 

6. So far as this poverty is to be attributed to personal 

constitution, charaeter, and choice, it is not the result 
of climate, 

7. What is true of Virginia is measurably true of all the 
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border Slave States, thougii in special cases the re- 
matancfi of slavery to a competition of free labour is 
more easily ovefcome. In propoi-tion as this is the 
ease, the cost of production is le^ tlie value of pro- 
duction greater, the comfort of the people is greater ; 
they are advancing in wealth as they are in inteUi- 
genee, which ie the best form or result of wealth. 

I went on my way into the so-called cotton States, within 
which I travelled over, first and last, at least three thonBaud 
miles of roads, from which not a cotton plant was to be seen, 
and the people Jiving by the side of which certainly had not 
been made rich by cotton or anything else. And for every 
mile of road-side upon which I saw any evidence of cotton 
production, I ant sure that I saw a hundred of forest or waste 
land, mth only now and then an aci^e or two of poor com half 
smothered in wecxis ; for every rich maa's house, I am sore 
that I passed a dozen shabby and half-furnished cottages, and 
at least a hundred cabins — mere hovels, such as none but 
a poor farmer would house his cattle in at the North, And 
I think that, for every man of refinement and education with 
whom I came in contact, there were a score or two superior 
only in the virtue of silence, and in the manner of self- 
complacency, to the sort of people we should espect to find 
paying a large price for a place fi^om which a sight could he 
got at a gallows on an execution day at the North, and a 
much larger number of what poor men at the North would 
themsolvos describe as poor men : not that they were d^titufe 
of certain things which are cheap at the South, — fuel fiw in- 
stance, — but tliat they weie almost wholly destitute of things 
the possession of which, at the North, would indicate that a 
man had bee;im to accumul ite capital— more destitute of these, 
on an avtrage, flun our diy khourera. In short, except in 
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certain limited distiicts, mere streals ty tlie side of rivers, 
and in a few isolated spots of especially fiivoured soil away 
from these, I found the same state of things which I had 
Been in Virginia, but in a more aggravated foi-m. 

At least five hundi'ed white men told me something of their 
own lives and fortunes, aci^oss their o^vn tahles, and mth the 
means of measuring the weight of their words heforc my eyes ; 
and I know that white men seldom want an abundance of 
coarse food in the cotton States : the proportion of the free 
white men who live as well in any respect as our working 
claaaes at the Nortli, on an average, is small, and the citizens 
of the cotton States, aa a whole, are poor. - They work little, 
and that little, badly ; they earn little, they sell little ; they 
buy little, and they have little — very little — of the common 
comforts and consoktions of civilized hfe. Their destitution 
is not material only; it is intellectual and it is moral, I 
know not what virtues they have that rude men eveiywbere 
have not ; but those which are commonly attributed to them, 
I am sure that they lack : they are not generous or hos- 
pitable ; and, to be plain, I must say that their talk is not the 
talk of even courageous men elsewhere. They boast and lack 
seK-restraint, yet, when not escited, are habitually reserved 
and guarded in expressions of opinion veiy much like cowardly 
men elsewhere. 

But, much cotton is produced in the cotton States, and by 
the labour of somebody ; much cotton is sold and somebody 
mast be paid for it; there are rich people; there are good 
markets ; there k hospitality, refinement, virtue, courage, and 
urbanity at the South. Al! this is proverbially true. "Who 
produces the cotton ? who is paid for it ? where are, and who 
ai'e, the rich and gentle people ? 

I can answer in part at least. 

I have been on plantations on the Mississippi, the Eod 
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Eiver, and tlie Brazos bottoms, whereon I was aasured that 
ten bales of cotton to each average prime field-hand had been 
raised. The soil was a perfect garden mould, well di-ained 
and guarded by levees against the floods ; it was admirably 
tilled ; I have seen bnt few Northern iarms so well tilled : the 
labomrera were, to a large degree, tall, slender, sinewy, young 
men, who worted from dawn to dusk, not with spirit, but 
with steadiness and constancy. They had good tools ; their 
rations of bacon and com were brought to them in the field, 
and eaten with efBcient despatch between the cotton plants. 
They had the best sort of gins and presses, so situated that 
from them cotton bales could be rolled in five minutes to steam- 
boats, bound direct to the ports on the gulf. They were 
superintended by skilful and vigilant overseers. These plan- 
tations were all large, so large as to yet contain much fresh 
land, ready to be worked as soon as the cultivated fields gave 
out in fertility. If it was true that ten bales of cotton to the 
hand had been raised on them, then their net profit for the 
year had been, not less than two hundred and fifty dollars for 
each hand employed. Even at seven bales to the hand the 
profits of cotton planting are enormous. Men who have 
plantations producing at this rate, can well afford to buy fresh 
hands at fourteen hundred dollars a bead. They can even 
afford to employ such hands for a year or two in clearing land, 
ditching, leveeing, fencing, and other preparatory work, 
buying, meantime, all the com and bacon they need, and 
getting the best kind of tools and cattle, and pa)"ing fifteen 
per cent, per annum interest on all the capital required for 
this, as many of them do. All this can be well afforded to 
establish new plantations favom-ably situated, on fresh soil, 
if there is a reasonable probability that they can after all be 
made to produce half a dozen seven-bale crops. And a great 
many large plantations do produce seven bales to tlie hand 
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for years in auccession. A great many more produce seven 
balea occasionally, A few produce even ten bales occasionally, 
though hy no meana as often as is reported. 

Now, it is not at a Eoman lottery alone that one may see it, 
but all over the world, where a few very large prizes are 
promised and many very small ones, and the number of 
tickets is limited ; these are always speculated on, and men 
will buy them at third and fourth band at prices which, it is 
useleas to demonstrate to them, must be estravagant. They 
go to the Jews and pledge the clothes on their back to get 
another biacchi to invest ; they beggar themselves ; tbey nun 
their famihea ; they risk damnation in their passionate eager- 
ness to have a chance, when they know perfectly well that 
the average of chances is not worth a tithe of what they must 
pay for it. 

The area of land on which cotton may be raised with profit 
is practically limitless ; it is cheap ; even the best land is 
cheap ; but to the large planter it is much more valuable 
when held in large parcels, for obvious reasons, than when in 
small ; consequently the best land can hardiy be obtained in 
small tracts or vrithout the use of a considerable capital. But 
there are millions of acres of land yet untonched, which if 
leveed and drained and fenced, and well cultivated, might be 
made to produce with good luck seven or more bales to the 
hand. It would cost comparatively httle to accomplish it — 
one lucky crop would repay all the ontlay for land and improve- 
ments — if it were not for " the hands," The supply of hands 
ia limited. It does not increase in the ratio of the increase 
of the cotton demand. If cotton should double in price next 
year, or become worth its weight in gold, the number of 
negroes in the United States would not increase four per 
cent, unless the African slave-trade were re-t«tablished. Now 
stop into a dealer's "jail " in Memphis, Montgomery, Vicks- 
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bnrg, or New Ovleana, and you will Lear Ihe Ifezzano of the 
cotton lottery crying liis tickets in this way : " There's a 
cotton nigger for you ! Genuine ! Look at his taes ! Tjook 
at Ilia hngers ! Thei-e's a pair of legs for you ! If yon have 
got the right sile and the right sort of OTerseer, buy him, anj 
put your trust in Providence ! He's just as good for ten bales 
as I am for a julep at eleven o'clock." And this is just as 
tiTie as that any named horse is sure to win the Derby. And 
so the price 'of good labourers is constantly gambled up to a 
point, where, if they produce ten bales to the hand, the pur- 
chaser will he as fottimate as he who draws the high prize of 
the lottery ; where, if they produce seven bales to the hand, 
he will still be iu luck ; where, if rot, or worm, or floods, or 
untimely rains or fi'osts occur, reducing the crop to one or two 
bales to the hand, as is often the case, the purchaser will have 
drawn a blank. 

That, all things considered, the value of the labour of slaves 
does not, on an average, by any means justify the price paid 
for it, is constantly asserted by the planters, and it is true. 
At least beyond question it is true, and I think that I have 
shown why, that there is no difficulty in finding purchasers 
for all the good slaves that can be got by traders, at prices 
considerably more than they are worth for the production of 
cotton under ordinary cvrcumdanees. The supply being 
limited, those who grow cotton on the most productive soils, 
and with the greatest advantages in all other reepeofa, not 
only can aiford to pay more than others, for all the slaves 
whicli can be brought into market, but they are diiven to a 
ruinous competition among themselves, and slaves thns get a 
fictitious value like stocks "in a comer." The buyers indeed 
are often " cornered," and it is only the rise which ahnost 
annually has occurred in the value of cotton that has hitherto 
saved them from general bankmptcy. Nearly all the large 
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planters carry a heayy loacl of debt fix>ni year to yeai', till a 
lucky crop coiDcideut with a rise in tlie price of cotton relieves 
tliem. 

The whole number of slaves engaged in cotton culture at the 
Census of 1850 was reckoned by De Bow to he 1,800,000,* the 
crops at 2,400,000 bales, which is a bale and a third to each 
head of slaves. This was the largest crop between 1846 and 
1852. Other things being equal, for reasons already indicated, 
the smaller the estate of slaves, t!ie leas is their rate of pro- 
duction pet head ; and, as a nde, the larger the slave estate the 
iai'ger is the production per head. Tlie number of slaves in 
cotton plantations held by owners of fifty and upwards is, 
as nearly as it can be fixed by the Census returns, 420,000. 

If these produce on an average only two and a half bales 
per head (man, woman, and child), and double this is not 
estraoi^dinaryon the large plantations of the South-we3t,t it 
IcaTes an average for the smaller plantations of seven-eightljs of 
a bale per head. These plantations are mostly in the interior, 
with long banlage and hoatage to market. To the email 
planter in the interior, his cotton crop does not realize, as an 
average plantation price, more tlian seven cents a pound, or 
thirty dollara the bale.j; Those who plant cotton in this 
small way usually raise a crop of com, and some little else, not 
enough, take the country thi'ough, one year with another, to 

* OlBcial Census— Compeiid., p. 9+- 

t Messrs. Neill Bintliei-a, cotlou inen-haotB of New Oiifans, Uie moat paina- 
takinc; collectors of inibiinivtion about the cottoa crop in the coEititiy, stJLte, io a 
rei-eiit circular, that mODj' of the MiEsifeippI cotton pinntntions last je;ir, unrr an 
eitiiiordinniy fertilizing flood, prodnced Mxteen balea to (he hand. Tlie slares on 
t]ii=^ plantations beinf^ to a large extent piiJced hands, as I elsewherfl £how, the 
ptodootion per head wiis full^ eight bales. 

J In n csueful ni-ticle in flie Atiatirt State Gazette, sin and a quarter emta la 
giTen as the aren^ net price of eotton in Texas. The small iilniitprs, tarinj!; no 
gins or pi'esaes of their own, usually have their cotton piep;»eJ for maiket by 
liirge planters, liyt which ecrricc they of course hare to pay. 
VOL. L 
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supply themselvea and their slaves with food ; certainly not 
more tiian enough to do so, on an average. To this the 
Southcin agricultural periodicals frequently testify. They 
generally raise nothing for sale, but cotton. And of cotton 
their sale, as has been ehoiMi, amounted in 1849 — afevonrablo 
year — to 1^3 than the value of tn^enty-five doLats for each 
slave, young and old, which they had kept through the year.* 
IJeducting those who hold slaves only as domestic servants 
from the whole number of slaveholders retmned by the 
Census, more than half of all the slaveholders, and fully half of 
all the cotton_-sellers, own each, not more than one family, on 
an average, of five slaves of all ages.f The ordinary total 
cash income, tlien, in time of peace, of fully half our cotton- 
planters, cannot be reckoned at more than one htmdi-ed and 
twenty-five dollars, or, in extraordinary years, like the last, at. 
Bay, one hrmdred and fifty dollars. Prom this they must 
purchase whatever clothing and other necessaries they require 
for tlie yearly supply of an average of more than ten persons 
(five whites and five slaves), as well as obtain fools, mechanics' 
work and materials, and whatever is necessary for carrying on 
the work of a plantation, usually of some hundred acres,J 
and must yet save enough to pay the fees of doctors, clergy, 
and lawyers, if they have had occasion to employ them, and 
their county and state taxes (we will say nothing of the 
education of their children, or of accumulations for the war 
expenses of the Confederation) . My personal experience of 
the style of living of the greater number of cotton-planters 

* There have been much \n^ oggtpgnte cmipe sines, and the priis may be a 
cent rooi'e to the planter, but the niimhei' of slaves diawn to the larger plantations 

t Census Compend., p. 95. 

t The average siiii! of planfationa in the South-west, including the fai-ms and 
"patches" of the non-slaveholJera, is '2.73 acres (p. 170, C. Compend.). Cotton 
plantations are not gcnerallj (.i less than 400 acres. 
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leads me to think this not an unfair estimate. It is mainly 
based upon tlie otfieial retarna and calculations of the United 
Statas Census of 1850, as prepared by Mr. De Bow, a leading 
seaeasioaist, and it assumes nothing which ia not conceded in 
the article od cotton in his Eesources of the South. A 
majority of th«38 who seU the .cotton crop of the United 
States must be miserably poor — poorer than the majority of 
our day-labourers at the North, 

A similar calculation will indicate that the planters who owa 
on an average two slave famili^ each, can seU scarcely more 
than threa hundred dollara' worth of cotton a year, oa an 
average ; which also entirely agrees with my observations. I 
have seen many a workman's lodging at the North, and in 
England too, where there was double the amount of luxury 
that I ever saw in a regular cotton-planter's house on planta- 
tions of three cabins. 

The next class of which the Census furnishes as means of 
considering separately, are planters whose slaves occupy, on 
an average, seven cabins, lodging five each on an average, 
including the house servants, aged invalids, and childi-en. 
The average income of planters of this class, I reckon from 
similar data, to be hardly more than that of a private of tlie 
New York Metropolitan Police Force. It is doubtless true 
that cotton is cultivated profitably, that ia to say, so as to 
produce a Mr rate of interest on the capital of the planter, on 
many plantations of this class ; but this can hardly he the case 
on an average, all things coi^idered. 

It is not 80 with many plantations of the nest larger class 
even, but it would appear to be so with these on an average ; 
that is to say, where the quarters of a cotton plantation 
number half a score of cabins or more, which method of 
classification I nse that travellers inay the more readily recall 
their observations of the appearance of such plantations, when 
c 2 
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I think tliat their recollections ■will confirm th^e calcalations. 
There are asually othei- advantages for the cultivatioQ, cleaning, 
preBsiDg, shipping, and disposing of cotton, by the aid of 
which the owner ohtaina a fiiit return for tlie capital invested, 
and may be supposed to live, if he knows how, in a moderately 
comfortable way. The whole nnmber of slaveholdera of this 
large class ia all the Slave States is, according to De Bow's 
Compendinm of the Cenfias, 7,929, among which are all the 
great sugar, rice, and tobacco-planters. Less than seven 
thousand, certainly, are cotton-plaiit«(«. 

A large majority of these live, when they live on their 
plantations at all, in districts, almost the only white popu- 
lation of which consists of owners and ovei'seers of the same 
class of plantations with their own. The neai-est other whites 
will be some sand-hill vagabonds, generally miles away, 
between whom and these plantera, intercourse is neither inti- 
mate nor friendly. 

It is hardly worth while to build much of a bridge for the 
occasional use of two femdiea, even if they are rich. It is 
less worth while to go to much pains in mating six miles of 
good road for the use of these lamilies. A school-house will 
hardly be built for the children of six rich men who wiU all 
live on an average six miles away from it, while private tutors 
or governesses can be paid by the earnings of a single field- 
hand. If zeal and flnency can be obtained in a preacher 
coming occasionally within reach, the interest on the cost of 
a tolerable education is not likely to be often paid by all who 
would live within half a day's journey of a bonse of worship, 
which can be built anywhere in the midst of a district of 
large plantations. It is not necessary to multiply iUnstrations 
like tliesG. In short, then, if all the wealth produced ia a 
certain district is concentrated in the bands of a few men 
living remote from each other, it may possibly bring to the 
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district comfortable housea, good servaiifc^, fine wines, food 
and fiiruiture, tutors and governesses, horses and carriages, 
for these few men, but it will not bring thither good roads 
and bridges, it will not biing thither such means of education 
and of civilized comfort as are to be drawn from libraries, 
churches, museums, gardeis, tlieatrea, and assembly rooms ; 
it win not bring thither local newspaper's, telegraphs, and so 
on. It will not bring thither that subtle force and discipline 
which comes of the myriad relations with and duties to a 
well-constituted community which every member of it is 
daily esercisiug, and which is the natonil unseen compensation 
and complement of its more obvious constraints and incou- 
venioneea. There is, in fact, a \aat range of advantages which 
our civilization has made so common to us that they are 
hardly thought of, of which the people of the South are 
destitute. They chiefly come from or connect with acts of 
conaperation, or exchanges of service ; they are therefore 
possessed only in commrmities, and in communities where a 
large proportion of the people have profitable employment. 
They grow, in fitct, out of employmonte in which the people of 
the community are associated, or which they constantly give 
to and receive from one another, with profit. The slaves of 
the Sortth, though often Hving in communities upon plan- 
tations, fiiil to give or receive these advantages becanse the 
profits of their labour are not distributed to them; tlie 
whites, &om not engaging in profitable employment. The 
whites are not engaged in profitable employment, because the 
want of the advantages of capital in the apphcation of their 
labom-, independency of the already rich, renders the prospec- 
tive result of their labour so small that it is inoperative in 
most, as a motive for exerting themselves further than is 
necessary to procure the bare means of a nide subsistence; 
also because common labour is so poorly rewarded in the case 
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of the slaves aa to assume in their minds, as it must in the 
miudis of the slaves themselves, a hateful aspect. 

In Uie kte a«t of treason of the usurpers of government lq 
Louisiana, the commercial demand which induces a man to go 
to work is considered to be equivalent to slavery ; and the fear 
that the election of Lincoln, by it« tendency to open a way 
for the emancipation of the negroes, may lead on to a necessity 
for the whites to go to work, is gravely set forth as a justi- 
fication for the surrender of the State to the conspiracy. 
Thus :— 

" Fully convinced as we are that slavery * • * » • 
leaves to the Uaeh labourer a more considerable sum of 
comfort, happiness, and liberty than the inexorable labour 
required from the free servants of the whole universe, and 
that each emancipation of an Afiican, witliout being of any 
benefit to him, would necessarily condemn to slavery one of 
our own race, etc." 

To work industriously and steadily, especially under direc- 
tions from another man, is, in the Southern tongue, to " work 
like a nigger ;" and, from childhood, the one thing m their 
condition which has made life valuable to the mass of w lutes, 
has been that the niggers are yet their inferiors It is this 
habit of considering themselves of a privileged class, and of 
disdaining something which they think beneath them, that is 
deemed to be the chief blessing of slavery. It is termed "high 
tone," " high spirit," and is supposed to give great military 
advantages to those who possess it. It should give advantages 
of some sort, for its disadvantages are inexpressibly great. 

But if the poor whites were ever so industriously disposed, 
the rich planter has a natural distaste to exchange absolute 
for part al authority over the instruments by which he 
achieves his purpose ; and the employment of free and slave 
lalmiu- tu-^Lthci is almost as difiicult as working, under ihe 
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same yoke, an unbroken horse and a docile ox. Again, bow- 
dver repugnant it may be to the self-esteem, and contrary to 
the habits of the rich man to treat bia labourers with respect, 
be baa to do it when employing white men, from motiTes of 
self-interest which lie below the siu:fece, and he consequently 
liabitually avoids arranging his alfairs in such a way aa will 
make it necessary ibr him to offer them employment. 

It may be aaid that on the more profitable cotton planta- 
tions, where little is raised except cotton, supplies for the 
maintenance of the slaves, and for canning on the work of 
the plantation, are largely bought, which are i-aised elsewhere 
at the South ; and that those who supply the commodities, 
thus required by the cotton-planter, draw from his profits 
which are thus <listrib«ted throagbout the South, even to the 
non-cotton-producing States, the people of wliich are thus 
enriched. As far as all articles are concerned, in the pro- 
duction of which labour is a comparatively unimportant item 
of cost, — mules for instance, and in certain cireiimstances, 
within certain limits, swine, — this is true. But these are of 
small consequence. It is constantly assumed by nearly all 
writers on this subject, that the labour diiected to the culti- 
vation of Indian corn for the necessary sustenance of slaves 
engaged in cotton culture, must be jiist as profitably directed 
as if it were devoted to the cultivation of cotton itself. This 
is not true, although the Southern agi'icultural journals, and 
to a large extent our national agriculture reports, have for 
years been assmning it to be so. It is frequently spoken 
of, indeed, as a mystery, that the cotton-planters cannot be 
induced fo raise the food required by their force. The reason 
of it is a very simple one ; namely, that in the cultivation of 
com their labour must come into competition with the firee 
labour of tlie Jvortliem States, as it does not in the production 
Oi cctt<m : and the corn-raiserri of the Northern Sbvis States, 
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without enjoying any m n ipoly oi prod ic ic n like that of tha 
cotton-raisers, have to uLiie with the e all the mtniF H 
inconveniences which leault iiom the scurcity ot ^ooA v> ik 
men, and the neceasaiy concentration of all the effective 
working force of the countrj limited aa it 11 upon the one 
purpose of getting cotttn 

The interests of the oivners of all soil m the Slave States 
which is not adapted to cotton cniture, and of all capital not 
engaged in cotton cultui-e, or in supplying slaves for it, are 
thus injured hy the demand for cotton, they heing, in feet, 
forced to he co-partners in an association in which they do not 
share the profits. 

And as to what aro commonly called the Cotton States, if 
wo aeaume that cotton cultivation is profitable only where tlie 
production is equal to two bales for each slave employed, it 
win be seen that wherever the land v^ill not yield as much aa 
this, the owner of it suffers all the disadvantages of the 
ditScnlty of getting good labourers as much as the owner of 
the land which produces seven or ten bales to the hand, 
although none of the profits of supplying the cotton demand, 
which gives this extraordinary price to labour, come to him. 

According to the Census," the whole crop of cotton is pro- 
duced on 5,000,000 acres. It could be produced, at the 
rate common on good South-western plantations, on less than 
half tliat area. The rest of the land of the Slave States, 
wliich asnounts to over 500,000,000 acres, is condemned, so 
far as the tendencies I have indicated are not overweighed 
here and (here by some special advantages, to nonn^ultivation, 
except for the hand-to-mouth supply of its people. And this 
is true not only of its agricultural but of all other of its 



That for all practical purposes thb is not an exaggerated 
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statemeat is clearly enough shown by the different in the 
market value of land, which aa officially given by De Bow, 
is, notwithstanding the extraordinary denuind of the world 
upon the cotton knd, between, four and five hundred per cent, 
higher in the Tree than in the Slave States, the frontier and 
Tmsettled districts, Texas, California, and the territories not 
being considered. 

One of the grand errors, out of which this rebellion haa 
grown, came from supposing that whatever nourishes wealth 
and gives power to an ordinary civilized commiuiity, must 
command as much for a slave-holding community. The truth 
haa been overlooked that the accumulation of wealth and the 
power of a nation are contingent not merely upon the primary 
value of the surplus of productions of which it has to dispose, 
but very largely also upon the way in which the income from 
its surphis is distributed and reinvested. Let a man he absent 
from almost any part of the North twenty yeais, and he is 
struck, on bis return, by what we call the " improvements " 
which have been made. Better btiildings, churches, school- 
houses, mills, railroads, ef«. In New York city alone, for 
instance, at least two hundred millions of dollars have been 
reinvested merely in an improved housing of the people; 
in labour-saving laacbineiy, waterworks, gasworks, etc., as 
much more. It is not difBcuIt to see where the profits 
of our manufacturers and merchants are. Again, go into 
the country, and there is no end of substantial proof of 
twenty years of agricultural prosperity, not alone in tosAs, 
canals, bridges, dwellings, bams and fences, but in books and 
furniture, and gardens, and pictures, and in the hett«r dress 
and evidently higher education of the people. But where will 
Hie retnming traveller see the aocnmnlated cotton profits of 
twenty years in Mississippi ? Ask the cotton-planter for them, 
and he will point in reply, not to dwellings, libraries, churches. 
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Bchool-housGS, mills, railroads, or anytMng of the kind ; h© 
will point to his negroes— to aknoat nothing else. Kegroes 
such aa stood for five hmidred doUaia once, now represent & 
thousand dollars. We must look then in Virginia and those 
Noi-them Slave States which have the monopoly of supplying 
negroes, for the real wealth which the sale of cotton has 
brought to the South. But where is the evidence of it ? 
where anything to compare with the evidence of accumulated 
profits to be seen in any Free State ? K certain portions of 
Virginia have been a little improving, others unquestionably 
have been deteriocating, growing shabbier, more comfortless, 
leas convenient. The total increase in wealth of the popula- 
tion during the last twenty years shows for almost nothing. 
One year's improvements of a Free State exceed it all. 

It is obvious that to the community at large, even in 
Virginia, the pixifits of supplying negroes to meet the wants 
occasioned by the cotton demand, have not compenaated for the 
bar which the high cost of all sorts of hunuin service, which the 
cotton demand has also occasioned, has placed upon all other 
means of accumulating wealth ; and this di'-advantage of the 
cotton monopoly is fully expenenced by the negro-breeders 
themselves, in respect to everything else they have to pro- 
duce or obtain.* 

I aay all sorta of human service. What the Soutli will 
have to pay for the aervice of trne atatesmanship, the world has 
now to aee. 

WhiUier the profits of cotton go, it ie not my purpose, 
here, to undertake to show. I will barely notice the hypo- 
critical statement made for the English market as an apology 
for this mad crime of the slaveholders, that they are greatly 
absorbed in contributions made by the planting States to our 
national treasury in payment of duties on importatious, 

' Kviifejiuc fjniu Vii^ininn v.itnesso!i i> given in thf A]>p™dis, A. 
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The cotton-planters pay duties only on what they consume of 
foreign goods. A very large part of all our duties are col- 
lected on a class of goods for which there ia almost no demand 
at all from the South, either directly or indirectly— woollen 
and fiu: goods, for instance ; of the goods required for the 
South not a few have been practically free. The whole slave 
population of the South consumes almost nothing imported 
(nor would it, while slave, under any circumstances). The 
majority of the white population habitually makes use of no 
foreign production except chiekory, which, ground with peas, 
they call coffee. I have never seen reason to believe that 
with absolute free trade the cotton States would take a tenth 
part of the value of our present importations. And as far as 
I can judge from observation of the comparative use of foreign 
goods at the South and at the North, not a tenth part of our 
duties have been defrayed by the South in the last twenty 
years. The most indefensible protective duty we have is one 
called for by tlie South, and which has been maintained solely 
to benefit the South, Our protective system had a Southern 
origin ; its most powerful advocates have been Southerners ; 
and there has not been a year in the last twenty, in which ij 
could have been maintained but for Southern votes. 
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CHAPTER II. 

TUB JOURNEY FROM WASHINGTON. 

WaBhiufflon, Dee. 10th. — To accomplish the purposes which 
brought me to Washington, it was necessary, on arriving 
here, to make arrangements to secure food and shelter whilo 
I remainied. There are two thousaEd visitors now in Wash- 
ington under a similar necessity. There are a dozen or more 
persons who, for a consideration, undertake to provide what 
they want. Mr. Destcr is reported to bo the best of them, 
and really seems a very obliging and honestly-disposed per- 
son. To Mr. Dexter, therefore, I conunit myself. 

I commit m^elf by inscribing my name in a Keg^ter. 
Five minutes after I have done so. Clerk Ho. 4, whose atten- 
tion I have hitherto been unable to obtain, suddenly catches 
t!ie Eegistcr by the corner, swings it round with a jerk, and 
tlirows a hieroglyph at it, which strikes near my name. 
Henceforth, I figure as Boarder No, 201 (or whatever it 
may be). Clerk No. 4 pipes " Boarder away !" and throvrs 
key No. 201 npon the table. Turnkey No. 3 fakes it, and 
me, and my travelling bag, up several flights of stairs, along 
corridors and galleries, and finally consigns me to this httle 
squajre cell. 

I have faith that there is a tight roof above the much- 
cracked ceiling ; that the bed is clean ; and that I shall, lg-_ 
and-by, be summoned, along witfi hundreds of other Ijoarders, 
to partake, in silent sobriety, of a " splendid " dinner. 
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Food and shelter. Therewith should a man be content. 
But my perverse nature ivili not he content : will be wish- 
ing things were otherwise. They say this uneasiness-T-this 
passion for change — ia a peculiarity of our diseased Northern 
nature. The Southern man finds ProYidence in all that ia : 
Satan iu all that might be. That is good ; and, as I am 
going South, when I have accomplished my purposes at 
Washington, I will not here restrain the escape of my present 
discontent. 

In ray perversity I wish the dinner were not going to be 
so grand. My idea is that, if it were not, Mr. Dexter would 
save moneys, which I would like to have him expend in other 
ways. I wish he had more clerks, so that they would have 
time to he as polite to an uninown man as I sec they are to 
John P. Hale ; and, at least, answer civil questions, when 
bis boarders ask them. I don't like such a fearful rush of 
business as there is dovm stairs. I wish there were mea 
enough to do the work quietly. 

I don't like these cracked, and variegated walls ; and, 
though the roof may be tight, I don't like this threatening 
aspect of the ceiling. It should be kept for boarders of 
Damoclesian ambition : I am humble. 

I am humble, and I am short, and soon curried ; but I am 
not satisfied with a quarter of a yard of towelling, having an 
irregular vacancy in its centre, where I am liable to insert 
my head. I am not proud ; hut I had rather have something 
else, or nothing, than these three yards of ragged and faded 
quarter-ply carpeting. I also would like a curtain to the 
window, and I wish the glass were not so dusty, and that the 
sashes did not rattle so in their casements ; though, as 
there is no other ventilation, I suppose I ought not to 
complain, 0£ course not ; but it is confoundedly cold, as well 
as noisy. 
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I doii't like that broken latcli ; I don't Kke this broken 
cliiiir ; I would profer that this table were not so greasy ; I 
would rather tho ashes and cinders, and the tobacco juice 
around the grate, had been removed beibre I was consigned 
to tLo cell. 

I wish that l(^a of my two dollars and a half a day went to 
pay for game at dinner, and interest on the cost of the mirrors 
and mahogany for fcho public parlours, and of marble for the 
halls, and more of it for providing mo with a private room, 
which should be more than a barely habitable cell, which 
should also be a little bit tasteful, home-like, and comforkble. 

I wish more of it could be expended in servants' wages. 

Six times I rang the hell ; three several times came three 
different Irish lads ; entered, received my demand for a fire, 
and retired. I was writing, shiveringly, a full hour before 
the fire-man came. Now he has entered, bearing on his head 
a hod of coal and kindling wood, without knocldug. An aged 
negro, more familiar and more indifferent to forms of subser- 
viency than the Irish lads, very much bent, seemingly with 
infirmity ; an expression of impotent anger in his face, and a 
look of weakness, like a drunkard's. He does not look at 
me, but mutters unintelhgibly, 

" What's that you say ?" 

" Tink I can make a hundred fires at once ?" 

" I don't want to sit an hour waiting for a fire, after I have 
ordered one, and you must not let me again," 

" Nebher let de old nigger have no ress— hnndred gemmen 
tink I kin mak dair fires all de same minit ; all get mad at 
an olo nigger ; I ain't a goiu to stan it — nebber get no resa — 
up all night — haint got nautiit to eat nor drink dis blessed 
moraui— hundred gemmen — " 

"That's not my business; Mr. Dexter should have more 
servants. " 



Hosted by Google 



JOUKNEY FROM WASHIKGTOX. 31 

" So lio oirt tar, master, dat he had ; one o!e man ain't 
enough for all dia house, is it, master ? himdrcJ gemmeu— " 

" Stop — ^here's a quarter for you : now I want you to 
look out that I have a good fire, and keep the hearth clean 
in my room as long ae I stay here. And when I send 
for you I want you to come immeiliately. Do you nnder- 
stand?" 

" rie try, master — ^you jus loot roun and fine me when you 
want yer fire; I'll be roun somewhere. Ton got a news- 
paper, sir, I ken take for a minit ? I won't hurt it," 

I gave him one ; and wondered what use he could put it to, 
that would not hurt it. He opened it to a folio, and spread 
it before the grate, so the draft held it in place, and it acted 
as a blower. I asked if there were no blowers ? " No." 
"But haven't you got any brash or shovel?"! inqnired, 
seeing him get down upon his knees again and sweep the 
cinders and ashes he had thrown upon the floor i,vith the 
sleeve of his coat, and then take them up with his hands ; — 
No, he said, his master did not give him such things, 

" Aie you a slave ?" 

"Tes, sir." 

" Do you belong to Mr. Dexter ?" 

" No, sir — be hires me of de man dat owns me. Don't you 
tink Tse too ole » man for to be knock roun at dis Mnd of 
work, masBa ?— hundred gemmen all want dair fires made de 
same minute, and cans de old nigger can't do it aO do same 
minute, ebbery one tinks dcy's boun to scold him all de time ; 
ncbber no rest for him, no time," 

Wnshitt^loiv, Dee. liih.—l called to-day on Mi. C , whose 
fine farm, &om its vicinity to Washington, and lis excellent 
management, as well as from the hotpitable habits of its 
owner, lias a national reputation. It is utuic two thouoand 



Hosted by Google 



d^ COTION AND SLAVEIIT. 

acres in extent, and eituated just without the district, in 
Mary land. 

The residence is in the midst of the farm, a quarter of a 
mile from the high road — the private approach being judi- 
ciously carried through large pastures which are divided only 
by slight, hut close and well-secured wire fences. The kept 
groimds are limited, and in simple but quiet faate; being 
surrounded only by wires, they merge, in effect, into tho 
pastures. There is a fountain, an ornamental dove-cote, and 
ice-houae, and the approach road, nicely gravelled and rolled, 
comes up to the door with a fine sweep. 

I had dismounted and was standing before the door, when I 
heard myself loudly hailed &om a distance. 

" Ef yer wants to see master, sah, he's down tbar— to the 
new stable." 

I could see no one ; and when tired of holding my horse, 
I mounted, and rode on in search of tlie new stable. I found 
it without difficulty ; and in it Mr. and Mrs. C. With them 
were a niimher of seryantg, one of whom now took my horse 
with alacrity. I was taken at once to look at a very fine herd 
of cowa, and afterwards led upon a tramp over the ferm, and 
did not get back to the house till dinner-time. 

Mr. C. is a large hereditary owner of slaves, which, for 
ordinary field and stable work, constitute his lahouring forcei 
He has employed several Irishmen for dite.hiug ; and for this 
work, and this alone, he thought he could use them to better 
advantege than negroes. He would not think of using 
Irishmen for common farm-labour, and made light of their 
coming in competition with slaves. Negroes at hoeing and 
any steady field-work, he assured me, would " do two to their 
one ;" but his main objection to employing Irishmen was 
derived from his experience of their unfaithfulness — they were 
1, would not obey exphcit directions about their work, 
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and required more prasonal auperyision than negroes. From 
what he had heard and seen of Germans, he supposed they 
did better than Irish, He mentioned that there were several 
Germans who had come here as labouring men, and worked 
for wages several years, who had now got possession of small 
farms, and were reputed to be getting rich.* He was 
disinclined to converee on the topic of slavery ; and I there- 
fore made no inquiries about the condition and habits of hia 
negroes, or his management of them. They seemed to live in 
small and rude log-cabins, scattered in different parts of tLa 
farm. Those I saw at work appeared to me to move very 
slowly and awkwardly, as did also those engaged in the 
stable. These also were very stupid and dilatory in exe- 
cuting any orders given to them, so that Mr. C. would 
frequently take the duty off their hands into hia own, rather 
than wait for them, or make tliem correct their blunders: 
they were much, in these respects, like what our farmers call 
dumb Paddies, that is, Irishmen who do not readily under- 
stand the English language, and who are still weak and stiff 
from the effects of the emigrating voyage. At the entrance- 
gate was a porter's lodge, and as I approached, I saw a black 
face peeping at me from it, hut, both when I entered and 
left, I was obliged to dismount and open the gate myself. 

' Altogether it struck me^slaves coming hero as they 
naturally did in direct comparison with free labourers, as 

commonly employed on my own and my neighbours' farms, in 

• " There is a stnsill setUement ot'Geraians, about three miles from me, who, a 
few j-ears since (with little or nothing beyond their physical nbilitiea to aid Uieni), 
seated themsclvea down in a poor, miserable, old fielJ, and have, by their industry, 
and menns i&ljuiied by working round nmoni; the neiglibouis, effected a change 
which is realiy snrpriaing and pleasing to behold, and who will, I have no doubt, 
become wenllh;, provided thej remain prudent, as tliey hare hitherto beta indus- 
tl^0UB."— F. A. Clopper (Montgomeiy Co.), Maryland, in Patent Of. Rept.,l«5J 
VOL. I. D 
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exactly similar dutiea — that they must be difficult to direct 
efficiently, and that it must bo irkBome and trying to one's 
patience to have to superintend their labour. 

Washington, Deo. 1Q&. — ^Visiting the market-place, early 
on Tneaday morning, I found myself in the midst of a throng 
of a very different character from any I have ever seen at the 
Horth. The majority of the people were negroes ; and, taken 
as a whole, they appeared inferior in the expression of their 
face and less ■well-clothed than any collection of negroes I had 
ever seen before. All the negro eharaoteriatica were more 
clearly marked in each than they often are in any at the 
North. In their dress, language, manner, motions- — all were 
distingaishable almost aa much by their colour, from the white 
people who were distributed among them, and engaged in the 
same occupations — chiefly selhng poultry, vegetables, and 
small coimtry produce. The white men were, generally, a 
mean-iooking people, and but meanly dressed, but differently 
80 from the negroes. 

Most of the produce was in small, rickety carts, drawn by 
the smallest, nghest, leanest lot of oxen and horses that I ever 
saw. There was but one pair of horses in over a hundred 
that were tolerably good — a remarkable proportion of them 
were maimed in some way. Aa for the oxen, I do not beheve 
New England and New York together could produce a single 
yoke as poor as the best of them. 

The very trifling quantity of articles brought in and exposed 
for sale by most of the market- people was noticeable ; a peck 
of potatoes, three bunches of carrots, two cabbages, six eggs 
and a chicken, would be about the average stock in trade of 
all the dealers. Mr. F, said that an old negro woman once 
came to his door with a single large turkey, which she pressed 
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him to buy, Stmclc with her fatigued appearance, he made 
some inquiries of her, and ascertained that she had been 
sevei-ai days coming from home, had travelled mainly on foot, 
and had brought the turkey and nothing else with her. " Ole 
masaa had to raise some monoy somehow, and he could not 
sell anyting else, ao he tole me to catch the big gobbler, and 
tote um down to Washington and see wot nm would fotch." 

Land may he purchased, within twenty miles of Washington, 
at from ten to twenty dollars an acre. Most of it has been 
once in cultivation, and, having been eshausted in raisiug 
tobacco, has been, for many years, abandoned, and is now 
covered by a forest growtli. Several New Torkers have 
lately speculated in the purchase of this sort of land, and, as 
there is a good market for wood, and the soQ, by the decay 
of leaves upon it, and other natural causes, has been restored 
to moderate fertility, have made money by clearing and im- 
proving it. By deep ploughing and liming, and the judicious 
use of manures, it is made quite productive ; and, as eqiially 
cheap iarms can hardly he found in any free State, in such 
proximity to as good markets for agricultural produce, there 
are inducements for a considerable Horthem immigration 
hither. It may not be long before a majority of tlie inhabit- 
ants will be opposed to slavery, and d^ire its abolition within 
the district. Indeed, when Mr. Seward proposed in the 
Senate to allow them to decide that matter, the advocates of 
"popular sovereignty " made haste to vote down the motion. 

There are, already, more Irish and Gorman labourers and 
servants than slaves ; and, as many of the objections which 
free labourers have to going further south, do not operate in 
Washington, the proportion of white labourers is every year 
increasing. The majority of servants, however, are now /fee 
negroes, which ckss constitutes one-fifth of the entire popnla- 
D 2 
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tion. Tlie slaves are one-fifteenth, but are mostly owned ont 
of tlie district, and hired annually to those who roquire their 
services. In the assessment of tasabie property, for 1853, 
the slaves, owned or hired in the district, were valned at three 
hundred thousatid dollars. 

The coloured population voluntarily sustain several churches, 
schools, and mutual assistance and improvement societies, and 
there are evidently persons among them of no inconsiderable 
cultivation of mind. Among the police reports of the City 
newspapers, there was lately (April, 1855), an accoiint of tJie 
apprehension of twenty-four "genteel coloured men" (so 
they wore described), who had been found hy a watchman 
assembling privately in the evening, and been lodged in the 
watch-house. The object of their meeting appears to have 
been purely benevolent, and, when they were examined before 
a magistrate' in the morning, no evidence \vas offered, nor 
do® there seem to have been any suspicion that they had any 
criminal purpose. On searching their persons, there were 
found a Bible ; a volmne of Seneca's Morals ; lAfe in Ear- 
nest ; the printed constitution of a society, the object of which 
was said to be " fo relieve the siek and hury the dead ;" and 
a subscription paper to jmrchase the freedom of Eliza 
Hmcard, a young woman, whom her owner was wilhng to 
seU at S 650. 

I can think of nothing that would speak higher for the 
character of a body of poor men, servants and labourers, than 
to find, by chance, in their pockets, just such things as these. 
And I cannot value that man as a countryman, who does not 
feel intense humiliation and indignation, when he learns that 
such men may not be allowed to meet privately together, with 
such laiidable motives, in the capital city of the United States, 
without being subject to disgraceful punishment. One of the 
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prisoners, a slave named Joseph Jones, was ordered to be 
fiogged ; four others, called in the papers free men, and named 
John E. Bennett, Chester Taylor, George Leo, and Aqnila 
Baiton, were sent to the workhouse ; and the remainder, on 
paying costs of court, and fines, amoimting, in the aggre- 
gat«, to one hundred and eleven dollars, were permitted to 
range loose again. 
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CHAPTER ni. 

VIRGINIA. — GLIMTSES BX BAILEOAI). 

Richmond, Deo. 16th. — From Washington to Eichmond, 
Virginia, by the regiJar great Bonthern route — steamboat on 
the Potomao to Acqnia Creek, and thence direct by rail. The 
boat mates 55 miles in 3J hours, including Wo stoppages 
(12J miles an hour) ; fare g 2 {3-6 cents a mile). Flat rail ; 
distance, 75 miles ; time 5J hours (13 miles an hour) ; fare, 
S3 50 (4| cents a mile). 

N'ot more than a third of the country, visible on this route, 
I should say, is cleared ; the rest mainly a pine forest Of 
the cleared land, not more than one quarter seems to have 
been lately in cidtiTation ; the rest is grown over with briars 
and bushes, and a long, coarse grass of no value. But two 
crops seem to be grown upon the cultivated land — maize and 
wheat. The last is frequently sown in narrow beds and 
carefully surface-drained, and is looking remarkably well. 

A good many old plantation mansions are to be seen; 
generally standing in a grove of white oaks, upon some hill- 
top. Most of them oxe constructed of wood, of two stories, 
painted white, and have, perhaps, a dozen rude-looking little 
log-cabins scattered around them, for the slaves. Now and 
then, there is one of more pretension, with a large porch or 
gallery in front, like that of Mount Vernon. These are 
generally in a hea^-y, compact style ; less often, perhaps, than 
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similar establiahaients at tho North, in loarkedly bad, or 
vulgar taste, but seem in sad need of repairs. 

The more common sort of habitations of the white people 
are either of logs or looaely boarded frames, a brick chimney 
running tip outside, at one end : everything very slovenly and 
dirty about them, Swine, hounds, and black and white 
children, are commonly lying very promiscuously together on 
the ground about the doors. 

I am struck with tlie close cohabitation and association of 
black and white — negro women are carrying black and white 
babies together in their arms ; black and white children are 
playing together (not going to school together) ; black and 
white faces are constantly thrust together out of the doors, to 
see the train go 1:^. 

A fine-looking, well-dressed, and well-behaved coloured 
young man sat, together with a white man, on a seat in the 
cars. I suppose the man was his master ; but he was much 
the less like a gentleman of the two. The railroad company 
advertise to take coloured people only in second-class trains ; 
bat servants seem to go with their masters everywhere. Once, 
to-day, seeing a lady entering the car at a way-slation, with a 
family behind her, and that she was looking about to find a 
place where tliey could be seated together, I rose, and olfered 
her my seat, which had several vacancies round it. She 
accepted it, without thanking me, and immediately installed 
in it a stout negro woman ; took the adjoining seat herself, 
and seated the rest of her party before her. It consisted of 
a white ghl, probably Ler daughter, and a bright and 
very pretty mulatto girl. They all talked and laughed 
together ; and the girls munched confectionary out of the 
same paper, with a femiliarity and closeness of intimacy that 
woirld have been noticed with astonishment, if not with mani- 
fest displeasure, in almost any cliaiiee company at the North 
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When tbe negro is definiteiy a slave, it ■would seem that the 
alleged natural antipathy of the white race to associate with 
him is lost. 

I am surprised at the number of fine-looking mnlattoes, or 
nearly white-coloured persons, tliat I see. The majority of 
those with whom I have come personally in contact are such. 
I foney I see a peculiar expression among these — a contrac- 
tion of the eyehrows and tightening of the iips — a spying, 
secretive, and counsel-keepiug expression. 

But the great maas, as they are seen at work, under over- 
seers, in the fields, appear very dull, idiotic, and brute-like ; 
and it requires an effort to appreciate that they are, very much 
more than the boasts they drive, our brethren— a part of our- 
selves. I'hey are very ragged, and the women especially, 
who work in the field with the men, with no apparent distiuc- 
tion in their labour, disgustingly dirty. They seem to move 
very awkwardly, slowly, and undecidedly, and almost invari- 
ably stop their work while the train is passiug. 

One teiinery and two or three saw-mills afforded the only 
indications I saw, in seventy-five miles of this old country — 
settled before any part of Massachusetts — of any industrial 
occupation other than com and wheat culture, and fire-wood 
chopping. At Fredericksburg we passed through the streets 
of a rather busy, poorly-built town ; but altogether, the 
country seen from the railroad, bore less signs of an active 
and prospering people than any I ever travelled through before, 
for an equal distance. 

Eichmond, at a glance from adjacent high ground, through 
a dull cloud of bituminous smoke, upon a lowering winter's 
day, has a very picturesque appearance, and I was reminded 
of the sensation produced by a similar eovp d'wil of Edinburgh, 
It is somewhat similarly situated upon and among some con- 
siderable hills; but the moment it is examined at all in 
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detail, there is but one spot, hi the whole picture, upon wliieli 
the eye is at all attracted to rest. This is the Capitol, a Grecian 
edifice, steading alone, and finely placed on open and elevated 
ground, in the centre of the town. It was built soon after the 
Revolution, and tlie model was obtained by Mr. Jefieraon, then 
Minister to France, from the Maieon Carrie. 

A considei'ahle part of the town, which contains a population 
of 28,000, is compactly and somewhat substantially built, but is 
■without any pretensions to architectural merit, except in a few 
modem private mansions. The streets are not paved, and hut 
few of them are provided with side walks other than of earth 
or gravel. The town is lighted vrith gas, and furnished viith 
excellent water by an aqueduct. 

On^ closer view of the Capitol, a bold deviation from the 
Grecian model is very noticeable. The southern portico is 
sustained upon a 'very high blank wall, and is as inaeceBsible 
&om the exterior as if it had been intended to fortify the edifice 
from aU. ingress other than by scaling-ladders. On coming 
round to the west side, however, which is without a colonnade, 
a grand entrance, reached by a heavy buttress of stone steps, 
is found. This incongruity diminishes, in some degree, the 
usual inconvenience of the Greek temple for modem public 
purposes, for it gives speedy access to a small central rotunda, 
out of which doors open into the legislative hails and offices. 

If the walling up of the legitimate entrance has caused the 
impression, in a stranger, that he is being led to a prison or 
fortress, instead of the place for transacting tho public business 
of a Free State by its chosen paid agents, it is not removed when 
on approaching this aide door, he sees before it an armed 
sentinel — a meek-looking man in a livery of many colours, 
embarrassed with a bright-bayoneted firelock, which he hugs 
gently, as though the cold iron, th^ frosty day, chilled his arm. 

He belongs to the Public Guard of Virginia, I am told ; a 
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company of a liimdred men (more or less), enlisted umler an 
Act of the State, passed in 1801, after a rebellion of the 
coloured people, who, miJer one "General Gabriel," attempted 
to take the town, in hopes to gain the means of securing 
their freedom. Having been betrayed by a traitor, as in- 
surgent slaves almost always are, they were met, oa their 
approach, by a large body of well-armed militia, hastily called 
out by the Governor. For this, being armed only with ecythe- 
bladea, they were miprepared, and immediately dispersed. 
" General Gabriel " and the other leaders, one after another, 
were captured, tried, and hanged, the militia in strong force 
guarding them to execution. Since then, a disciplined guard, 
bearing the warning motto, "Sic semper tyrannis!" has 
been kept constantly under aims in the Capitol, and no man 
can enter the legislative temple of Virginia without being 
reminded that " Eternal vigilance is the price of ." 

It was not till I had passed the guard, unchallenged, and 
stood at the door-way, that I perceived that the impoaing 
ediSce, as I had thought it at a distance, was nothing but a 
cheap stuccoed building ; nor would anything short of test by 
touch have convinced me that the great State of Virginia 
would have been so long content with such a parsimoniouB 
pretence of dignity as is found in imitation granite and imita- 
tion marble. 

There is an instance of parsimony, without pretence, in 
Richmond, which Euskin himaelf, if he were a traveller, 
could not be expected to applaud. The railroad company 
which brings the traveller from Washington, so fin from being 
open to the criticism of having provided edifices of a style of 
architecture only fitted for palaces, instead of a hall suited to 
conflicts with hackney-coachmen, actually has no soii of 
stationary accommodations for them at aU, but sets them down, 
rain or sliine, in the middle of one of tlie main streets. The 
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adjoining hucksteries, barbers' shops, and bar-rooms, are evi- 
dently all the butter patronized for this fine simplicity ; but I 
should donbt if the railroad stock advanced in value by it. 

Eichmond. — On a Sunday afternoon I met a negro funeral 
procession, and followed after it to the place of burial. There 
■was a decent hearse, of the usual style, drawn by two horsea ; 
six hackney coaches followed it, and six well-dressed men, 
moimted on handsome saddle-horses, and riding them well, 
rode in the rear of these. Twenty or thirty men and women 
were also walking together with the procession, on the side 
walk. Among all there was not a white person. 

Passing out into the country, a httle beyond the principal 
cemetery of the city (a neat, rural ground, well filled with 
monuments and evergi'eens), the hearse halted at a desolate 
pkcG, where a dozen coloured people were already engaged 
heaping the earth over the grave of a child, and singing a 
wild kind of chant. Another grave was already dug imme- 
diately adjoining that of the child, both being near the foot of 
a hill, in a crumbling bank — the ground below being already 
occupied, and the graves advancing in irregular terraces up 
the hill-side^an arrangement which facilitated labour. 

The new comers, setting the coffin — which was neatly 
made of stained pine — upon the ground, joined in the labour 
and the singing, with the preceding party, until a small 
mound of earth was made over the grave of the child. "When 
this was completed, one of those who had been handling a 
spade, sighed deeply and said — 

" Lord Jesus, have marcy on us— -now ! you Jim — you! see 
yar ! you jes lay dat yar shovel cross dat grave — so fiish — 
dab — yes, dat's right." 

A shovel and a hoe-handle having been laid across the 
unfilled grave, the coffin was brought and laid upon them, a 
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Ml a trestle ; after wliicli, lines were passed under it, hy 
which it was lowered to the bottom. 

Moat of the company were of a veiy poor appearance, rude 
and unintelligent, but there were several neatly-dressed and 
very good-looking men. One of these now stepped to the 
head of the grave, and, after a few sentences of prayer, held a 
handkerchief before him as if it were a book, and pronounced 
a short exhortation, as if he were reading irom it. His 
manner was earnest, and the tone of his voice solemn and 
impressive, except that, occasionally, it would break into a 
shout or kind of howl at the close of a long sentence. I 
noticed several women near him, weeping, and one sobbing 
intensely. I was deeply influenced myself by the unaffected 
feeling, in connection with the simplicity, natural, rude truth- 
fulness, aad absence of all attempt at formal decorum in the 
crowd, 

I never in my life, however, heard such ludicrous language 
as was sometimes uttered by the speaker. Frequently I could 
not guess the idea he was intending to express. Sometimes 
it was evident that he was trymg to repeat phrases that he 
had heard used before, on similar occasions, but which he 
made absurd by some interpolation or distortion of a word, 
thus : " We do not see the end here ! oh no, my friends ! 
there win be a. ^utrificaMon of this body !" the context failing 
to indicate whether he meant purification or putrefaction, and 
leaving it doubtful if he attadied any definite meaning to the 
word himself. Ho quoted from the Bible several times, 
several times from hymns, always introducing the latter with 
'' In tlie words of the poet, my brethren ;" he once used the 
same form, before a verse from the New Testament, and once 
qualified his citation by saying, " I believe the Bible says that." 

He concluded by throwing a handful of earth on the coffin, 
repeating the usual words, slightly disarranged, and then took 
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s ehoTel, and, with tbe aid of sis or seyen others, proceeded 
very rapidly to fill the grave. Another man had in the mean 
time, stepped into the place he Lad first oecapicd at the head 
of the grave ; an old negro, with a very singularly distorted 
£ice, who raised a hymn, which soon became a contused chant 
— the leader singing a few words alone, and tho company 
then either repeating them after him or making a response to 
them, in the manner of sailors heaving at the windlass. I 
could understand but very few of the words. The music was 
wild and barbarous, but not without a plaintive melody. A 
new leader took the place of the old man, when his breath 
gave oat (he had sung very hard, with much bending of the 
body and gesticulation), and continued until &e grave was 
filled, and a mound raised over it. 

A man bad, in the mean time, gone into a ravine near 
by, and now returned with two small branches, hung with 
■withered leaves, that he had broken off a beech tree : these 
were placed upright, one at the head, the other at tlie foot 
of the grave, A few sentences of prayej- were then repeated 
in a low voice by one of tbe company, and all dispersed, Tifo 
one seemed to notice my presence at all. There were about 
fifty coloured people iu the assembly, and but one other white 
man besides myself. Th^ man lounged against tlie fence, 
o\itsido the crowd, an apparently indifferent spectator, and I 
judged bo was a pobce officer, or some one procured to witness 
the funeral, in compliance with the law which requires that a 
white man shall always be present at any meeting, for reli- 
gious exercises, of the negroes. 

The greater part of the coloured people, on Sunday, seemed 
to be dressed in the cast-off fine clothes of the white people, 
received, I suppose, as presents, or purchased of the Jews, 
whose shops show that there must be considerable importation 
of such articles, probably from the North, as there is from 
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EDgland into Ireland. Indeed, the lowest claaa, especially 
among the younger, remind me ranch, by their dreaa, of the 
"lads" of Doimybrook; and when the ftmcral procession 
came to its destination, there was a scene precisely lite that 
yon may see every day in Sackyille Street, Dublin,— a dozen 
boys in ragged clothes, originally made for tall men, and 
rather folded round their bodies than worn, striving who 
should hold the horses of the gentlemen when they dismounted 
to attend the interment of the body. Many, who bad pi-obably 
come in from the fiirms near the tovra, wore clothing of coaxse 
gray " negro-clotb," that appeared as if made by contract, 
without regard to the bIzs of the particular individual to whom 
it had been allotted, like penitentiary uniforms. A few had a 
better suit of coarse blue cloth, espressly made for them 
evidently, for " Sunday clothes." 

Some were dressed with foppish extravagance, and many 
in the latest style of fashion. In what I suppose to be the 
fashionable streets, tliere were many more well-dressed and 
highly-dressed coloured people than white ; and among this 
dark gentry the finest French cloths, embroidered waistcoats, 
patent-leather shoes, resplendent brooches, silk hats, kid 
gloves, and eau de miJle Jteurs, were quite common. Nor 
was the foirer, or rather the softer sex, at all left in the shade 
of this splendonr. Many of the coloured ladies were dressed 
not only expensively, but with good taste and effect, after tho 
latest Parisian mode. Some of them were very attractive in 
appearance, and would have produced a decided sensation in 
any European drawing-room. Their walk and carriage were 
more often stylish and graceful, Nearly a fourth part seemed 
to me to have lost all African peculiarity of feature, and to 
have acquired, in place of it, a good deal of that voluptuous- 
ness of expression which characterizes many of the women of 
the South of Europe. 
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There was no indicfttion of their belonging to a subject race, 
except fihat tliey invariably gave the way to tlie white people 
they met. Once, when two of them, engaged in conversation 
and looking at each other, had not noticed liia approach, I saw 
a VirgiEiian gentleman lift his walking-stick and push a woman 
aside with it. In the evening I saw three rowdies, arm-in- 
arm, taking the whole of the sidewalk, hustle a blnok man off 
it, giving him a blow, as they passed, that sent bJm staggering 
into the middle of the street. As he recovered himself he 
began to call out to, and thrcatcsn them. Perhaps he saw me 
stop, and thought I should support him, as I was certainly 
inclined to : " Can't yon find anything else to do tiain to be 
knoekin' qniet people round ! Yon jus' come back here, will 
you? Here, you! don'i care if you is white. Ton jus' come 
back here, and I'll teach you how to behave — knoekin' people 
roimd ! — don't care if I does tab to go to der watch-bouse," 
They passed on without noticing him fiirther, only laughing 
jeeringly — and he continued : " You come back here, and I'll 
make you laugh ; you is jus' three white nigger cowards, dat's 
what you be." 

I observe, in the newspapers, complaints of growing inso- 
lence and insubordmation among the negroes, arising, it is 
thought, from too many privileges being permitted them by 
their masters, and from too merciful administration of the 
police laws with regard to them. Except in this instance, 
however, I have seon not the shghtest evidence of any inde- 
pendent manliness on the part of the negroes towards the 
whites. As far as I have yet observed, they are treated 
very kindly and even generously as servants, but their 
manner to white people is invariably either sullen, jocose, or 
fawning. 

The pronimciation and dialect of the negroes, here, is gene- 
rally much more idiomatic and peculiar than with us. As I 
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Tviite, I hear a man shouting, slowly and deliberately, meaning 
to say there : ' ' Dah ! dah ! dah ! " 

Among the people you see in the streets, full half, I should 
thmk, aic more or less of negro Hood, and a very decont, ciyil 
people those seem, in general, to be; more so than the 
labouring class of whites, among wiiieii there are many very 
ruffianly-looking fellows. There is a considerable population 
of foreign origin, generally of the least valuable class ; very 
dirty Gennan Jews, especially, abound, and their charaeter- 
istic shops (with their characteristic smells, quite as had as in 
Cologne) arc thickly set in the narrowKit and meanest streets, 
vfhicli seem to be otherwise inhabited mainly by negroes. 

Immense waggons, drawn hy sis mules each, the teamster 
always riding on the back of the near-wheelei', are a character- 
istic feature of the streets. On the canal, a long, narrow- 
canoe-like boat, perhaps fifty feet long and sis wide, and 
drawing but a foot or two of water, is nearly as common as 
the ordinary large boats, ench as are used on our canals. 
They come out of some of the small, narrow, crooked streams, 
connected with the canals, in which a difficult navigation is 
effected by poleing. They are loaded with tobacco, flour, and 
a great variety of raw country produce. The canal boatmen 
seem rude, insolent, and riotous, and every facility is evidently 
afforded them, at Eichmond, for indulging their peculiar 
appetites and tastes. A great many low eating, and, I should 
think, drinking, shops are frequented chiefly by the negroes. 
Dancing and other amusements are carried on in these at 
night. 

From reading the comments of Southern statesmen and 
newspapers on the crime and misery which sometimes result 
from the accumulation of poor and ignorant people, with no 
intelhgent masters to take care of them, in our Northern 
towns, one might get the impression that Southern towns — 
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f those not demoralized by foreigE commercG— were 
comparatively free from a low an(l licentious population. 
From what I have seen, however, I am led to think that 
there ia at least aa much vice, and of what we call rowdyiam, 
in Bichmond, as in any Northern town of its size. 

Bic/(7»o«^,— Yesterday morning, dmiiig a cold, sleety 
storm, against" which I was struggling, with my iimbrclla, to 
the post-office, I met a comfortably-dressed negro leading 
three others by a rope ; the first was a middle-aged man ; 
the second a girl of, perhaps, twenty ; and the last a boy, 
consideraily younger, The aims of all threo were secured 
before them with hand-eufis, and the rope by which they 
were led passed from one to another ; being made fiist at 
each pair of hand-ciiffs. They were thinly clad, the girl 
especially so, having only an old ragged handkerchief aronnd 
her neck, over a common calico dress, and another handker- 
chief twisted aronad her head. They were dripping wet, 
and ieieles were forming, at the time, on the awning bars. 

The boy looked most dolefully, and the girl was turning 
around, with a very angry fiice, and shouting, " j^Law ! 
Shut np !" 

" What are they?" said I, to a wliite man, who had also 
stopped, for a moment, to look at them. " What's he going 
to do with them ?" 

" Come in a canal boat, I reckon : sent do^-n here to bo 
8cR— Tlatar ilk ly gal 

r vavs Iw t eth r anl I a&ked f rther explanat on 
He mformei me th t the ne o deale n had coufidential ser 
vant« al ajs m attendance the ar al of the ralroid 
trams and c nal packet b tie any neT s that might 
have c e CO oi d t ti n anl 1 r tl n to th u ma t 

Aea 1> oji tetl p L-oi as u h r Ir ouj 
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of negroes. Thoy conaiated of men and boys, and eact carried 
a coarse, wliite blanket, drawn togetlier at the comers so as 
to hold some articles ; probably, extra clothes. They stood ia 
a row, in lounging attitudes, and some of them, again, were 
qnarrelling, or reproving one another. A villanous-looking 
white man stood in front of them. Presently, a stout, re- 
spectable man, dressed in black according to the custom, and 
without any overcoat or umbrella, but with a large, golden- 
headed walking-stick, came out of the door of an office, and, 
without saying a word, walked briskly np the street ; the 
negroes immediately followed, in file ; the other white man 
biinging up the rear. They were slaves that had been sent 
into the town to be hired out as servants or iactory hands. 
The gentleman in black was, probably, tlie broker in the 



Near the post-office, opposite a large liyery and sale stable, 
I turned into a sliort, broad sti-cet, in which were a number of 
establishments, the signs on which indicated tliat they were 
occupied by " Slave Dealers," and that " Slaves, for Sale or to 
Eire," were to be foimd within them. They were much like 
Intelhgence CWEces, being large rooms partly occupied by 
ranges of forms, on which sat a few comfortably and neatly 
dad negroes, who appeared perfectly cheerM, each grinning 
obsequiously, but with a manifest interest or anxiety, when 
I fixed my eye on them for a moment. 

In Chambers" Joiunal for October, 1853,* there is an ac- 
count of the Eichmond slave marts, and the manner of con- 
ducting business in them, to which I shall refer the reader, 
in lieu o£ any farther narration of my own observations on 
this subject. (See Appendix E.) I did not myself hapjjen 
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to witneas, during fourteen months that I spent in the Slato 
States, any aale of negroes hy auction. This must not te 
taken as an indication that negro aiictiona are not of frequent 
occurrence (I did not, eo for ua I now recollect, witness the 
sale of anything else, at auction, at the South). I saw 
neg-ioes advertised to be sold at auction, very frequently. 

The hotel at which I am staying, " The American," Mil- 
berger Smith, from New York, proprietor, is an excellent one. 
I have never, this side the Atlantic, had my comforts provided 
for better, in my private room, with so httle annoyance froia 
the servants. The chamber-servants ai^e negroes, and are 
accomplished in their h^,:mines9 ; (the dining-room servants are 
Irish). A man and a woman attend together upon a few 
assigned rooms, in the hall adjoining which they are con- 
stantly in waiting ; your bell is ai^wered immediately, your 
orders are quickly and quietly followed, and your particular 
personal wants anticipated as much as possible, and provided 
for, as well as the usual offices performed, when you are oat. 
The man becomes your servant while you are in your room ; 
he asks, at night, when he comes to request your boots, at 
■what time he shall come in the morning, and then, without 
being very exactly punctual, he comes quietly in, makes your 
lire, sets the boots before it, brushes and arranges your clothes, 
lays out your linen, arranges your diessing gear, asks if you 
want anything else of him before brealcfest, opens the shutters, 
and goes off to the next room. I took occasion to speak well 
of him to my neighboDx one day, that I might judge whether 
I was pai-ticuiarly mvoured. 

" Oh, yes," he said, " Henry ^n-as a very good boy, very — 
valuable servant— quite so— would be worth two thousand 
dollars, if he was a little younger — easy," 

At dinner, a venerable looking man asked another — 

" Niggers are goicg high now, aiiit they ?" 
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" Yes, sir." 

" What would you consicler a fair price for a woman thirty 
years old, with a young-one two years old ?" 

" Depends altogether on her physical condition, you know. 
— ^Has she any other children ?" 

"¥«:/mr." 

" Well — I reckon about seven to eight liimdred." 

" I honght one yesterday— gave sis hundred and fifty." 

" Well, sir, if she's tolerable likely, you did well." 

This morning I Tisited a ferm, situated on the bank of 
James Eiver, near Eichmond, 

The labour upon it was entirely performed by slaves. I 
did not inquire their number, but I judged there were from 
twenty to forty. Their "^juarters" hned the approach-road 
to the mansion, and were well-made and comfortable log 
cabins, about thirty feet long by twenty wide, and eight feet 
wall, with a high loft and shingle roof. Each divided in the 
middle, and liaving a brick chimney outside the wall at either 
end, was intended to be occupied by two famiHes. There 
wore square windows, closed by wooden ports, having a single 
pane of glass in the centre. The house^eryants were neatly 
dressed, hut the field-hands woi-o very coarse and ragged 
garments. 

During the three hoars, or mote, in which I was in com- 
pany with the proprietor, I do not think ten consecutive 
minutes passed uninterrupted by some of the slaves requiring 
his personal direction or a^istanee. He was even obliged, 
three times, to leave the dinner-table. 

" You see," said he, smiling, as he came in the last time, 
" a fiirmer's life, in this country, is no siuecure." Tlien turn- 
ing the conversation to slavery, he observed, in answer to a 
remark of mine, " I only wish your philanthropists would con- 
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triye some aatisfMtory plan to relieve ua of it ; the trouble and 
the reaponsihility of properly taking care of our negroes, yoa 
may judge, from what you see yourself here, is anything bu''. 
enviable. Bat what can we do that is better ? Our free 
negroes — and I believe it is the same at the North as it is 
here — are a miserable set of vagabonds, drunken, vicious, 
worse off, it is my honeat opinion, than those who are retained 
in slavery. I am satisfied, too, that our slaves are better off, 
as they are, than the majority of your free labouring classes 
at tlie North," 

I expressed my doubts. 

" Well, they certainly arc hotter off than the English agri- 
cultural Ubouiers, or, I beheve, those of any other Christian 
country. Free labour might be more profitable to us : I am 
inclined to think it would be. The slaves are excessively 
careless and wasteful, and, in various ways— which, without 
you lived among them, you could hardly be made to understand 
—subject us to very annoying losses. 

" To make anything by Arming, here, a man has got fo live 
a hard life. You see how constantly I am called upon — and, 
often, it is about as bad at night as by day. Last night I 
did not sleep a wink till near morning ; I am quite worn out 
with it, and my wife's health is failing. Bat I cannot rid 
myself of it." 

I asked why he did not employ an overseer. 

" Because I do not think it right to trust to such men as 
wo have to use, if we use any, for overseers." 

" Is the general character of overseers bad ?" 

" They are the curse of this country, sir; the worst men 
in the community, • * • » But lately, I had another sort 
of fellow offer—a fellow like a dancing-master, with kid gloves, 
and wrist-bands turned up over his coat-sleeves, and all so 
nice, that I was almost asharaed to talk to him in my old 
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coat and elouched hat. Half a bushel of recornmendatioiis ha 
had with him, too. Well, he was not the man for me — ^iiot 
half the gentlemiin, with all his airs, that Ked here is " — (a 
bhwk servant, who was bursting mth suppressed laughter, 
behind his chair). 

"Oh, they are interesting creatures, sir," he continued, 
"and, with all their ^ulte, have many beautiful traits, I 
can't help being attached to them, and I am sure they Ioys 
us." In his own case, at least, I ditt not doubt ; Lis manner 
towards them was paternal — familiar and kind ; and they 
came to liim like childi'en who have been given some task, 
and constantly are wanting to be encouraged and guided, 
simply and conMeutly, At dinner, he frequently addressed 
the servant fianiliarly, and drew him into our convereation as 
if he were a family friend, better informed, on some local and 
domestic points, than himself. 

I have been visiting a coal-pit : the majority of the mining 
labourers are slaves, and uncommonly athletic and fine-look- 
ing negroes ; but a considerable number of white hands are 
also employed, and they occupy aU the responsible ^osts. 
The slaves are, some of them, owned by the mining company ; 
but the most are hired of their owners, at from g 120 to S 200 
a year, the company hoarding and clothing them. (I under- 
stood that it was customary to give them a certain allowance 
of money and let them find their own board.) 

The white hands are mostly English or Welsh, One 
of them, with whom I conversed, told me that he had been 
here several years ; he had previously hved some years at the 
North, He got better wages here than he earned at the 
Eorth, but he was not contented, and did not intend to 
remain. On pressing him for the reason of his discontent, he 
said, after some hesitation, lie woidd rather live where he 
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co\il<i be more free ; a man had to to too " discreet " bete : 
if one happened to aay anything that gave offence, they 
thought no more of drawing a pistol or a knife upon him, 
tiism they woald of kicking a dog that was in their way. 
Not long ainee, a young English fellow came to the pit, and 
was put to work along with a gaaig of negroes. One morn- 
ing, about a week afterwards, twenty or thirty men called on 
him, and told him that they would allow him fifteen minutee 
to get out of sight, and if they ever saw h'm in tliose parts 
again they would " give him hell." They were all armed, 
and there was notlimg for the young fellow to do but to move 
" right off." 

" Wliat reason did they give him for it ?" 

" They did not give him any reason." 

" But what had he done ?" 

" Why, I believe they thought he had been too free with the 
niggers ; he wasn't used to them, you see, sir, and he talked 
to 'em free like, and they thought he'd make 'em think too 
much of themselves." 

He said the slaves were very well fed, and well treated — 
not worked over hard. They were employed night and day, 
in relays. 

The coal fi»m these beds is of special value for gas manu- 
facture, and is shipped, for that pnrpose, to all the large towns 
on the Atlantic sea-board, even to beyond Boston, It is de- 
livered to shipping at Richraond, at iifteen cents a bushel : 
about thirty bushels go to a ton. 

Pdershir^. — The train was advertised to leave at 3.30 p.m. 
At that hour the cars were crowded with passengers, and the 
engineer, punctually at the minute, gave notice that he was 
at his post, by a long, loud whistle of the locomotive. Five 
minutes aftei-wards ho gave us a7i impntient jerk; tenminnteg 
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afterwards wo ailvaneed three rods ; tm'elve mimitea afterwards, 
returned to first position : continued, " backing and filling," 
npon the bridge over the rapids of the James river, for half an 
Lour. At precisely four o'doek, crossed the bridge and tkirly 
started for Potcniburg, 

Ean twenty miles in exactly an liour and thirty mitmtea, 
(thirteen miles an hour ; mail train, especially recommended 
by advertisement as " fest"). Brakes on three times, for cattle 
on tlie track; twenty minutes spent at way-stations. Flat 
rail. Locomotive built at Philadelphia. I am informed that 
most of those used on the road — ^perhaps all those of the slow 
trains — aro made at Petersburg. 

At one of tlie stoppages, smoke was to be seen issuing from 
the track of a car. The conductor, on having his attention 
called to it, nodded his bead sagely, took a morsel of tobacco, 
put his hands in his pocket, looked at the truck as if he would 
mesmerize it, spat vtpan it, and then stopt upon the platform 
and shouted, "All right! Gto ahead!" At tlie next stoppage, 
the smoking was furious ; conductor beot him-ifif over it with 
an evidently strong essrase of his will, hut not succeeding to 
tranq^uillize the sulgect at all, he suddenly relinquished the 
attempt, and, deserting MesmOT for Preisnitz, sliouted, " Ho ! 
boy ! bring me some water here." A negro soon Iffought a 
quart of water in a tin vessel. 

" Hain't got no oil, Columbus ?" 

" No, sir." 

' ' Hum — go ask Mr. Smith for some : this yer's a screaking 
so, I durstn't go on, Tou Scott ! get some salt. And look 
here, some of you boys, get me some more water. D'ye hear ?" 

Salt, oil, and water, were crowded into tlie bos, and, after 
five minutes' longer delay, we went on, the truck still smoking, 
and the water and oil boiling in the box, until we reached 
PeterabHrg. The heat was the result, I suppose, of a neglect 
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of suiEcieut or timely oiling. While waiting, in a carriage, 
for the driver to get my haggage, I saw a negro oilmg all tiie 
tracks of the train ; as he proceeded from one to other, he did 
not giye liimseK the trouble to elevate the outlet of his oiler, 
so that a stream of oil, costmg probably a dollar and a half a 
gallon, was poitred out upon the gi-ound the whole length of 
the train. 

There were, in the train, two first-class passenger cars, and 
two freight cars. The tatter were occupied by about forty 
negroes, most of them belonging to traders, who were sending 
them to the cotton States to be sold. Such kind of evidence 
of activity in the slave trade of Virginia is to be seen every 
day ; but partieolais and statistics of it are not to be obtained 
by a stranger here. Most gentlemen of character seem to 
have a special disinclination to converse on the subject ; and it 
is denied, with feeling, that slaves are often reared, as is 
supposed by tlie Abolitionists, ^ith the intention of selling 
them to the traders. It appears to me evident, however, from 
the manner in which I bear the traffic spoken of incidentally, 
that the cash value of a slave for sale, above the coat of raising 
it from in&ncy to the age at which it commands the highest 
price, is generally considered among the surest elements of a 
planter's wealth. Such a nigger is worth such a price, and 
such another is too old to learn to pick cotton, and such another 
will bring so much, when it has grown a little more, I have 
frequently heard people say, in the street, or the public-houses. 
That a slave woman is commonly esteemed least for her work- 
ing qualities, most for those qualities which give value to a 
brood-mare is, also, constantly made apparent.* 

• A sJin-eholJer wiiting to mo with I'egaivf to mj caiilioos '.tntemeofa on this 
subJH^t, iniidrj in the £>ailj/ Bm^, sap :— " In the States of MaijliiDd Viipnia, 
Roith Qirolinii, Ke»ti»!i)-, Tennessee, and J[issouvi, as niEich itlention is paid 
to (he breeding ™a givwth of npgroes as to th.it of hii-^, mi m I s I rlher 
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By comparing the average decennial ratio of slave inci-ease 
in all the States witli the diiference in the numhei- of the actual 
slavc-popiilation of the slave-breecling States, aa ascertained by 
the Census, it is apparent that the number of slaves exported 
to the cotton States is considerably more than twenty thousand 
a year.* 

While calling on a gentleman occupying an honourable offi- 
cial position at Eiclimond, I noticed upon his table a copy of 
Professor Johnson's Agricultural Tour in the United States. 
Eeferring to a paragraph in it, where some statistics of the 
value of the slaves raised and annually exported from Virginia 
were given, I asked if he knew how these had been obtained, 
and whether they were authentic, " No," he replied, " I don't 
know anything about it ; but if they are anything unfavourable 
to the institution of slavery, you may be sure they are false." 
This is but an illustration, in extxeme, of the manner in which 
I find a desire to obtain more correct but definite information, 
on the subject of slaveiy, is usually met, by gentlemen other- 
wise of enlarged mind and generous qnahties. 

A gentleman, who was a member of the "Union Safety 
Committee " of New York, during the excitement which attended 
the discussion of the Fngitive Slave Act of 1850, told me that, 
as he was passing through Virginia this winter, a man entered 
the car in which he was seated, leading in a negro girl, whose 
manner and es^jreseion of face indicated dread and grief. 
Thinking she was a criminal, he asked the man what she had 
done. 
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" Done ? NotMng," 

" "Wliat arc you going to do with licr ?" 

" I'm taking her down to Eiehmond, to te sold." 

" Does she belong to you ?" 

" No ; she belongs to ; he i-aiscd her." 

" Why does he sell her — has ahe done anything wrong ?" 
" Done anything ? ITo : ahe'a no fault, I reckon." 
" Then, what does ho want to sell her for ?" 
" Sell her for ! Why shouldn't he sell her ? He aells one 
or two every year ; wants the money for 'em, I reckon." 

The iiritat-ed tone and soTere stare with which this was said, 
my friend took as a caution not to pursue his investigation. 

A gentleman with whom I was conversing on the subject of 
the cost of slave labour, in answer to an inquiry — What propor- 
tion of all the stock of slaves of an old plantation might 
be reckoned upon to do full work ? — -answered, tliat he 
OLvnod niuety-^ix negroes ; of these, only thirty-five were 
field-hands, the rest being either too young or too old for 
hard work. He reckoned his whole force as only e'^ual to 
twenty-one strong men, or "prime field-hands." But tliis 
proportion was somewhat smaller than usual, he added, 
" because hia women were uncommonly good breeders ; he did 
not suppose there was a lot of women anywhere that bred fester 
than his ; he never heard of babies coming so fast as they 
did on his plantation ; it was perfectly suiprising ; and every 
one of them, in his estimation, was worth two hundred dollars, 
as negroes were selling now, the moment it drew breath." 

I asked what he thought might be the usual proportion of 
workers to slaves, supported on plantations, throughout the 
South. On the large cotton and sugar plantations of the 
more Southern States, it was very high, he replied ; because 
their hands were nearly all bought and picked for work ; he 
supposed, on these, it woiild be about one-half; but, on any 
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oli plantation, wLere the stock of slaves liad been an inheri- 
tance, and none liad beea bought or sold, he thought the 
working force would rarely be more than one-third, at most, 
of the whole number. 

This gentleman waa out of health, and told me, with 
frankness, that such was the trouble and annoyance his 
negroes occasioned him — although he had an overseer— and 
so wearisome did he find the lonely life he led on his plan- 
tation, that he could not remain upon it ; and as he knew 
everything would go to the doga if he did not, he was 
seriously contemplating to sell out, retaining only his foster- 
mother and a body servant. He thought of taking them to 
Louisiana and Texas, for sale ; but, if he should leam that 
there ivas much probability that Lower California would he 
made a Slave State, he supposed it would pay him to wait, as 
probably, if that should occur, he could take them there and 
sell them for twice as much as they would now bring in New 
Orleans. He knew very well, he said, that, as they were, 
raising com and tobacco, they were paying nothing at aU like 
a fair interest on their value.* 

Some of his best hands he now rented out, to work at a 
furnace, and for the best of these he had been offered, for 
next year, two hiuidred dollars. He did not know whether 
he ought to let them go, though. They were worked hard, 
and had too much hberty, and were acquiring bad habits. 
They earned money by overwork, and spent it for whislcy, and 
got a habit of roaming about and taking care of ihemselvea ; 
because when they were not at work in the furnace, nobody 
looked out for them. 

I begin to suspect that the great trouble and anxiety of 

* Mr. Wise is rfporiea tt. hare stated, in his elecfi-ineering tour, when cundi- 
d.itc for RoTOraor, in 1S55, lliat, if slater;- n-evo nenriitti'd in California, np^rc-a 
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Southern gentlemen is :— How, without quite destroying tlie 
capabilities of tiie negro for any work at all, to prevent him 
from learning to take care of himself. 

Peierslurg, Dec. 28;A. — It was eai-ly on a fine, mild, bright 
morning, hko the pleasantest we ever have in March, that I 
alighted from a ti'ain of cars, at a country station. Besides 
the shanty that stood for a station-hoT:se, there waa a small, 
comfortable fiirm-house on the right, and a country store on 
the left, and around them, perliaps, fifty acres of clear land, 
now much flooded with mnddy water ;— all framed in by thick 
pine wood. 

A few negro childi^en, staring as fixedly and posed as life- 
lessly as if they wero really figures " carved in ebony," stood, 
lay, and lounged on the sunny side of the rants of ioeomotive- 
firewood ; a white man, smoking a cigar, looked out of the 
door of the store, and another, chewing tobacco, leaned 
against a gate-post in front of the ferm-house ; I advanced to 
the latter, and asked him if I could hire a horse in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

" How d'ye do, sir ? " he replied, spitting and bowing wiih 
ceremony; "I have some horses — none on 'em very good 
ones, though — rather hard riders ; reckon, perhaps, they 
wouldn't suit you." 

" Thank you ; do you think I could find anything better 
about here ?" 

" Colonel Gillin, over here to the store, 's got a right nice 
saddle-horse, if he'll let you take her. I'll go over there with 

you, and see if he will Momin', Colonel ;— here's a 

gentleman that wants to go fo Thomas W.'s : couldn't you 
let him have your saddle-horse ?" 

"How do you do, sir; I suppose you'd come back to-night ?" 

" That's my intention ; hat I might be detained till to- 
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morrow, luJess it would be iaconvunicnt to you to spare your 
lioi'se." 

""Well, yas, sir, I reckon you can have her; — Tom! — 
Tom ! — Tmn ! Now, has that deyilish nigger gone again ? 

Tom ! Oh, Tom ! saddle the lilly for thia gentleman. 

Have you ever been to Mr. W.'s, sir ?" 

" No, I have not." 

" It isn't a very easy place for etrangera to go to from here ; 
but I reckon I can direct you, so you'l! have no difSculty," 

He accordingly began to direct me ; but the way appeared 
so difficult to find, I asked him to let me make a written 
memorandum, and, from this memorandum, I now repeat the 
directiona he gave me, 

"Tou take tliis road here — you'll see where it's moat 
travelled, and it's easy enough to keep on it foe about a mile ; 
then there's a fork, and you take the right ; pretty soon, 
you'll crosa a creek and turn to the right— the creek's been up 
a good deal lately, and there's some big trees fallen along 
there, and if they ha'n't got them out of the way, yon may 
have some difficulty in finding where the road is ; but you 
keep bearing off to the right, where it's the most open (i.e., 
the wood), and you'll see it again pretty soon. Then you go 
on, keeping along in the road — you'll aee where folks have 
travelled before — for may be a quarter of a mile, and youli find 
a cross road ; you must take tliat to the left ; pretty soon 
you'll pass two cabins ; one of 'em's old and all fallen in, the 
other one's new, find there's a white man lives into it : you 
can't mistake it. About a hundred yards beyond it, there's a 
fork, and you take the lelt — ^it turns square off, and it's fenced 
for a good bit ; keep- along by the fence, and you can't miss 
it. It's right straight beyond that tall yon come to a school- 
house, there's a gate opposite to it, and ol? there there's a big 
house— but I don't reckon you'll see it neither, for the woods. 
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But somewherej about three hundi'eiJ yards beyond tlie aoliool- 
house, you'll find a little road mnning off to the left through 
an old held ; you take that, and in less than half a mile you'll 
find a path going square off to the right ; you take that, and 
keep on it till you pasa a little cabin ia the woods; ain't 
nobody lives there now : then it turns to the left, and when 
you come to a fence and a gate, you'll seo a house there, that's 
Mr. George Eivera' plantation — it breaks in two, and you 
take the right, and when you come to the end of the fence, 
turn the comer — don't keep on, but tum there. Then it's 
straight, till you come to the creek agaiu — there's a bridge 
there ; don't go over the bridge, but tum to the left, and keep 
along nigh the creek, and pretty soon you'll see a meeting- 
house in the woods ; you go to that, and you'll see a path 
bearing off to the right — it looks as if it was going right away 
from the creek, but you take it, and pretty soon itii bring you 
to a eaw-mill on the creek, up higher a piece ; you just cross 
the ci-eek there, and you'll find some people at the mill, and 
they'll put you right straight on the road to Mr. W.'s." 

" How for is it all, sir ?" 

" I reckon it's about two hours' ride, when the roads aie 
good, to the saw-mill. Mr. W.'s gate is only a mile or so 
beyond that, and then you've got another mile, or bettor, 
after yoa get to the gate, but you'll see some nigger-quarters 
— the niggers belong to Mr. W., and I reckon ther'il be some 
of 'em round, and they'll show you just where to go." 

After reading over my memorandum, and finding it correct, 
and agreeing with him that I should pay two dollars a day 
for the mare, we walked out, and found her saddled and 
waiting for me. 

I remarked that she was very good looking. 

" Yos, sir ; she ain't a bad filly ; out of a mare that camo 
of Lady Eaekett by old Lord-knows -who, the best horse we 
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ever had in this part of the country : I expect you have heard 
of him. Oh ! she's mayhe a little playful, but you'll find her 
a pleasant riding-horse." 

The filly was just so pleasantly playful, and full of well- 
bred life, as to create a joyful, healthy, sjTnpathetic, frohc- 
aomo heedlessness in her rider, and, in two hours, we had lost 
our way, and I was trying to work up a dead reckoning. 

First, we had picked our way from the store down to tlie 
brook, througli a deeply corrugated clay-road ; then there 
was the swamp, with the feUen trees and thick underwood, 
beaten down and barked in the miry parts by waggons 
making a road for themselves, no traces of which i^oad could 
we find in the harder, pebbly ground. At length, when we 
came to drier land, and among pine trees, we discovered a 
clear way cut through them, and a distinct road before us 
agaia; and this brought us soon to an old clearing, just 
beginning to be grown over with pines, in which was the old 
cabin of rotten logs, one or two of them falling out of rank 
on the door side, and the whole concern having a dangerous 
lurch to one comer, as if too much whisky had been drunk in 
it: then a more recent clearing, with a fenced field and 
another cabin, the residence of the white man we were told 
of, probably. Ko white people, however, were to be seen, 
but two negroes sat in the mouth of a wigwam, husking 
maize, and a couple of hungry hounds came bounding over 
tho zig-zag, gateless fence, as if they had agreed with each 
other that they would wait no longer for the return of their 
master, but would straightway pull down the first traveller 
that passed, and have something to eat before they were quite 
famished. They stopped short, however, when they had got 
within a good cart-whip's length of us, and contented them- 
selves with dolefnlly youping as long ae we continued in sight. 
We turned the comer, following some slight traces of a road, 
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and shortly afterwards met a curious vehicular establislunent, 
probably belonging to the niaater of tbe hounds. It consisted 
of an asle-tree and wheels, and a paii' of shafts made of un- 
barked saplings, in which was harnessed, by attacbmenta of 
raw hide and rope, a single small black os. There was a bit, 
made of telegraph wire, in his mouth, by which be was 
guided, through the mediation of a iDair of much-knotted 
rope reins, by a white man — a dignified sovereign, wearing a 
brimless crown^who eat npon a two-bushel sack (of meal, I 
trust, for the hounds' sake), balanced upon the axle-tree, and 
who saluted mo with a frank " How are you ?" as we came 
opposite each other. 

Soon after this, we reached a small grove of much older 
and larger pines than we had seen before, with long and 
horizontally stretching branches, and duller and thinner 
foliage. In the middle of it was another log cabin, with a 
door in ona of the gable ends, a stove pipe, half rusted away, 
protruding from the other, and, in the middlo of one of the 
sides, a sm^ Sijnare port-hole, closed by a wooden shutter. 
This must have been the school-house; but there were no 
children then about it, and no appearance of there having been 
any lately. Near it was a long string of fence, and a gate and 
lane, which gave entrance, probably, to a large plantation, 
though there was no cultivated land within sight of the 
road. 

I could remember hardly anything after this, except a con- 
tinuation of pine trees, big, little, and medium in size, and 
hogs, and a black, crooked, burnt sapling, that we had made 
believe was a snake springing at us and had jumped away 
irom, and then we had gone on at a trot — it must have been 
some time ago, that — and then I was paying attentions to 
Jane (the filly's name wa'5 Jane Gillan), and finally my 
thoughts had gono wool-gathering, and we must have tra- 
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veiled some miles out of oiir way and — " Never mind," said 
Jiuie, liftuig her head, and tuvniiig in the direction we had 
been going, " I don't think it's any great matter if we are 
loat ; such a fine day — so long since I've been out ; if you 
don't care, I'd just as Hef be lost as not; let's go on and see 
what we shall come to." 

" Very well, my beauty ; yon Imow the country better than 
I do. If you'll risk yotir dinner, I'm quite ready to go any- 
wbere you choose to take me. It's quite certain we have not 
passed any meeting-house, or creek, or saw-mill, or negro- 
quarters, and, as we have been two honrs on the road, it's 
evident we are not going straight to Mr. W.'s ; I must see 
what we do pass after this," and I stood up in the stirrups as 
we walked on, to see what the countiy around ns was like. 

" Old fields " — a coarse, yellow, sandy soil, bearing scarcely 
anything bat pine trees and broom-sedge. In some places, 
for acraa, the pines would not be above five feet high — that 
was land that had been in cultivation, csed up and " turned 
out," not more than six or eight years before ; then there 
were patches of every age ; sometimes the trees were a hun- 
dred feet high. At long intervals, there were fields in which 
the pine was just beginning to spring in beautiful green 
plames from the ground, and was yet liardly noticeable 
among the dead brown grass and sassafras buslies and black- 
berry vines, which natorc first sends to hide tlie nakedness of 
the impoverished earth. 

Oi living creatures, for miles, not one was to be seen (not 
oven a crow or a snow-bird), except bogs. These— long, 
lank, bony, saake-headed, hairy, wild beasts — would come 
dashing across our path, in packs of from three to a dozen, 
with short, hasty grants, almfwt always at a gallop, and look- 
ing neither to right nor left, as if they were in pursuit of a 
fo^, and wore r|tiitc certain to catch him iii the next hundred 
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yards ; or droves of little pigs would rise up Enttdenly in the 
sedge, and scamper off squealing into cover, while their heroic 
moihei-s would turn round and make a stand, looting fiercely 
at us, as if they were quif« ready to fight if we advanced any 
further, but always breaking, as we came near, with a loud 
hooscJt ! 

Once I saw a house, across a large, new old field, but it 
was iar off, and there was no distinct path leading towards it 
out of the waggon-track we were following ; so we did not go 
to it, but continued walking steadily on through the old fields 
and pine woods for more tlian an hour longer. 

We then arrived at a grove of tall oak-trees, in the midst 
of which ran a brook, giving motion to a small grist-mill. 
Back of the mill were two log cabiniE, and near these a num- 
ler of negroes, in holiday clothes, were standing in groups 
among the trees. When we stopped one of tbem came 
towards us. He wore a battered old hat, stiffly starched shirt 
collar, catting his ears ; a red cravat, and an old black dresa 
coat, threadharo and a little ragged, but adorned with new 
brass buttons. He knew Mr. Thomas W., certainly he did, 
and he reckoned I had come about four miles (be did not 
know but it might be eight, if I thought so) off the road I 
had been directed to foUow. But that was of no consequence, 
because he could show me where to go by a straight road — a 
cross cut — horn here, that would make it just as quick for me 
^ if I had gone the way I had intended, 

"How far is it from here T' I asked. 

" Oh, 'taint far, sar." 

" How far do you think ?" 

" WeU, massa, I spec — I spec — {looking at my Lorse) I 
spec, massa, ef you goes de vmy, sar, dat I show you, sar, I 
reckon it'll fake you " 

" How far is it — how many miles ?" 

F 2 
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" How many mileB, sai' ? ha ! masaer, I (ton 'zactly reckon 
I ken tell on— not 'cisdy, aar — how many miles it is, not 
'zactly, 'cisely, ear," 

" How is tliat ? — ^yon don't what ?" 

" I don't 'zactly reckon I am give you de dreetion excise 
about de miles, sar." 

" Oh ! but how many miles do you think it is ; is it two 
miles ?" 

" Yea, sar ; aa do roads ia now, I tink it is just about two 
miles. Dey's long ones, dough, I reckon." 

" Long ones ? you think it's more than two miles, don't 
you, then ?" 

" Tea, sar, I reckon it's four or five miles," 

" jPour or five ! fom' or five long ones or short ones, do you 
mean?" 

" I don 'zactly know, aar, wedder dey ia short ones or long 
ones, aar, but I reckon you find em middlin' long ; I spec 
you'll be about two houre 'fore yon be done gone all the way 
to Mass W,'8." 

He walked on with us a few rods upon a narrow path, until 
we camo to a crossing of the stream ; pointing to where it 
continued on the other side, be assured mo that it went right 
straight to Mr. W.'s plantation. " Yoa juss keep de straight 
road, inaasar," he repeated several times, " and it'll take yon 
right dar, ear," 

He had been grinning and bowing, and constantly touching 
his hat, or holding it in his hand during our conyersation , 
whidi I undei-etood to mean, that he would thank me for a 
dime. I gave it to him, upon which he repeated hia contor- 
tions and his form of direction — "Keep de straight road." I 
rode through the brook, and he called out again — " You keep 
dat road right straight, and it'll take you right straight 
dar." I rode up the tank and entei'od the oak wood, and 
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Btill again beard lum enjoining me to " keep dat road right 
straight." 

Within less than a quarter of a mile tliere was a fork in 
the road to the left, which seemed a good deal more travelled 
than the straight one ; nevertheless I kept the latter, and was 
soon well satisfied that I had done so. It presently led me 
up a slope out of the oak woods into a dark evergreen forest ; 
and though it was a mere bridle-path, it must have existed, I 
thought, before tlie trees began to grow, for it was free of 
stumps, and smooth and clean as a garden walk, and the 
pines grew thickly up, about four feet apart, on each side of 
it, their branches meeting, just dear of my head, and making 
a dense shade. There was an agi'eeable, shghtly balsamic 
odour in the air ; the path was covered with a deep, elastic 
mat of pine leaves, so that our footstep could hardly be heard ; 
and for a time we greatly enjoyed going along at a lazy, 
pacing walk of Jane's. It was noon-day, and had been rather 
warmer than was quite agreeable on the open road, and I 
took my hat off, and let the Hving pine leaves brush my hair. 
But, after a while, I felt slightly chilly ; and when Jane, at 
the same time, gave a little sympathizing caper, I bent my 
head down, that the limbs might not hit me, until it nearly 
rested on her nock, dropped my hands and pressed my knees 
tightly against her. Away we hoimded ! 

A glorious gallop Jane had inherited from her noble grand- 
^ther! 

Out of the cool dark-green alley, at last, and soon, with a 
more cautious step, down a steep, stony declivity, set with 
deciduous trees — beech, ash, oak, gum — "gum," beloved of 
the " minstrels." A brawling shallow brook at the bottom, 
into which our path descended, though on the opposite shore 
was a steep high bank, fiiced by an impenetrable brake of 
bush and brier. 
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Have we been following a patli only leading to a watering- 
place, then ? I Bee no continuance of it. Jane does not 
hesitate at ail ; but, aa if it was the commonest thing here to 
take advantage of nature's engineering in this way, walking 
into the water, turns her head up stream. 

For more than a mOe we contiimed following up the hrook, 
which was all the time walleJ in by insurmonntable banks, 
overhung by large trees. Sometimes it swept strongly 
through a deep channel, contracted by bonldera ; sometimes 
purled and tinkled over a pebbly slope ; and sometimes stood 
in broad, silent pools, aroimd the edges of which remained a 
skirt of ice, held there by bushes and long broken water- 
gra^CH. 

At length came pine woods again. Jane was now for 
leaving the brook. I let her have her own way, and she soon 
found a beaten track in the woods. It certainly was not the 
"straight road" we had been directed to follow; but its 
coarse was less crooked than that of the brook, and after 
some time it led its out into a more open country, with young 
pines and enclosed fields. Eventually we came to a gate and 
lane, which we followed till we came to another cross-lane 
leading straight to a farm-house. 

As soon as we turned into the cross-lane, half a dozen little 
negro boys and girls were seen mniung toward the house, to 
give alaim. We passed a stable, with a cattle-pen by its side, 
opposite which was a vegetable garden, enclosed with split 
palings ; then across a running stream of water ; then by a 
small cabin on the right ; and a corn-crib and large pen, with 
a number of fatting hogs in it, on the left ; then into a large, 
irregular yard, in the midst of which was the fiirm-house, 
before which were now collected three white children, six 
black ones, two negro women, and an old lady wearing 
spectacles. 
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" How dy do, sir ?" said tlie old ladv, as wo reined up, 
lifted our hat, and pat out hkck foot foifmoat, 

" Thant yoa, madam quite well but I h'lve lost my way 
to Mr, Thomaa W.'s anl will tiouble jou to tell me how to 
go from here to get to bis house 

By this time a black man came cautiously walking in from 
the field back of the house br n^ing an axe , a woman, who 
had baau washing clothes m the biook leit her work and 
came up on the other side and two moic guls climbed up on 
to a heap of logs that had been thrown upon the ground, 
near the porch, for Inel Tbu B vino wti'i nmldng a gi-eat 
noise in their pen, ag li feeJmg time Iiad tome; and a flock 
of tarkeys were grbbhng so mce^>antly and loudly that 
I was not hetrd. Th'* old laly o dered the tinkeys to 
he driven away, bat ncbody sfiried U do it, and I rode 
nearer and repeated my request. No better success. " Can't 
yoa show a-.vay them turkeys?" she asked again; but no- 
body "shewed." A third time I endeavoured to make 
myself understood, " Will you please direct me how to go to 
Mr. W.'s?" 

" No, air — not here." 

" Excuse me — I asked if yoa would direct me to Mr. W.'s." 
" If some of you niggers don't shew them taiteys. 111 have 
you all whipped as soon as your mass John comes home," 
exclaimed the old lady, now quite excited. The man with 
the axe, without moving towards them at all, picked up a 
billet of wood, and threw it at the biggest cock-turkey, who 
immediately collapsed ; and the whole flock scattered, chased 
by the two girls who had been on the log-heap. 

" An't dat Colonel Gillin's mare, master ?" asked tlie black 
man, coming up on my left. 

" You want to go to Thomas "W.'s ?" asked the old lady. 
" Tes, madam." 
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" It's a good many years since I liave been to Thomas W.'s, 
and I reeton I can't tell you how to go there now," 

" If master 'U go over to Missy Abler's, I reckon dey ken 
tell 'em dah, sar." 

" And how sliall I go to Mrs. Abler's ?" 
" You want to go to Missy Abler's ; you take dafc path 
right over 'yond dem bars, dar, by de hog-pen, dat runs 
along by dat fence into de woods, and dat '11 taks you right 
straight dar." 

" Is you come from Colonel Glllin's, massa ?" askod tlie 
wash-woman. 
" Yes." 

" Did you see a blaii raan dar, dey calls Tom, sar ?" 
"Tea." 

" Tom's my husband, massa ; if you's gwine ba«k dal], wiah 
you'd tell um, ef you please, sar, dat I wants to see him 
pai-tiklar ; will on, massa ?" 
"Tea." 

" Tank you, massa." 

I bowed to the old lady, and, in turning to ride off, saw 
two other negro boys who had come out of the woods, and 
were now leaning over the fence, and staring at us, as if I 
were a giant and Jane was a dragoness. 

We trotted away, found the path, and in course of a mile 
had our choice of at least twenty forks to go " straight to 
Mrs. Abler's." At length, cleared land again, fences, stubble- 
fields and a lane, that took ug to a little cabin which fronted 
much to my surprise upon i bioad and well travelled road 
Over the door of the cabm was a si^n done m bli^k upon a 
hogshead stave, showmg that it was a Geoseri which m 
Virginia, means the same thm^ as m Irelind — a diam shop 

I hung the bridle over a rack before the door and walked 
in. At one end of tht ml nor h s d i ui^t ct shehta on 
which were two decanter^ soniL dirtj tumblti x box of 
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ci-ackers, a canister, and aereral packages in paper ; under the 
shelves a table and a barrel. At the otber end of the room 
was a fire-place; near tliis, a chest, and another range of 
shelves, on which stood plates and cooldng utenaila : between 
these and the grocery end were a bed and a apinning- wheel. 
Near the spinning-wheel eat a tail, bony, sickly, enllen young 
woman, nursing a languishing infent. The faculty would 
not have discouraged either of them from trying hydropathic 
practice. In a comer of the fire-place sat a man, smoking a 
pipe. He rose, as I entered, walked across to the grocery- 
shelves, turned a chair round at the table, and asked m6 to 
take a seat, I excused myself, and requested him to direct 
me to Mi. W.'e. He had heard of such a man living some- 
where about there, but he did not know whez«. He repeated 
thia, with an oath, when I declined to " take " anything, and 
added, that he had not lived here long, and he was sorry he 
had ever come here. It was the worst job, for himself, ever 
he did, when he came here, though all he wanted was to jost 
get a living. 

I rode on till I came to another house, a very pleasant 
little house, with a steep, gabled roof, curving at the bottom, 
and extendiug over a little gallery, which was ontei-ed, by 
stepa, fi-om the road ; back of it were stables and aegro- 
cabins, and by its side was a small garden, and beyond that 
a peach-orchard. As I approached it, a weU-dressed young 
man, with an intelligent and pleasant face, came out into the 
gall-5ry. I asked him if he could direct me to Mr, W.'s. 
" Thomas W.'s ?" he inquired. 

" Yes, ah-." 

" You are not going in the right direction to go to Mr. W.'s. 
The eliortest way you can take to go there is, to go right 
back to the Court House." 

I told him I had juat come out of tlie lane by the grocery 
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on to the road. "Ah! well, I'll tell you; you liad better 
tarn round, and keep right straight upon thia road till yoa 
get to the Court House, and anybody can tell you, there, 
how to go." 

" How far is it, sir ?" 

" To the Court House ? — not above a mile." 

'■AndtoMr. "VV.'s?" 

"To Mr. W.'s, I should think it was as much aa ten 
milea, and long ones, too," 

I rode to tlie Court House, which was a plain brick build- 
ing in the centre of a email sqimre, around which there were 
twenty or thirty houses, two of them beii^ occupied as stores, 
one as a saddler's shop, one had the sign of " Law Office " 
upon it ; one was a jail ; two were oceapied by physicians, 
one other looked as if it raight be a meeting-house or school- 
house, or the shop of any mechanic needing much hght for 
his work, and two were "Hotels." At one of these we 
stopped to dine ; Jane had " com and fodder " (they had no 
t^ts or hay in the stable), and I had ham and eggs (they 
had no fresh meat in the house), I had seyerai other things, 
however, that were very good, besides the company of the 
landlady, who sat alone with me, at the table, in a long, 
dining hall, and was very pretty, amiable, and talkative. 

In a course of apologies, which came in the place of soup, 
she gave me the ciue to the assemblage of negroes I had seen 
at the mill. It was Christiaas week ; all the servants thought 
they must go, for at least one day, to have a frohc, and to-day 
(as luck would liave it, when I was comin"',) her cook was 
off with some others ; she did not suppose they'd be back till 
to-morrow, and then, likely as not, they'd be drunk. She 
did not think this custom, of letting servants go so, at 
Christmas, was a good one ; niggers were not fit to be let to 
take care of themselves, anyhow. It was very bad for them, 
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and she didn't think it was ri^ht. Providence had put the 
sorvanta into our hands to be looked out for, and she didn't 
beliovo it waa intended they should be let to do ali sorts 
of wickedness, even if Christmas did come but once a year. 
She wishedj for her part, it did not come but once in ten years. 

(The negr^s, that were husking maize near the cabin where 
the white man lived, were, no doubt, slaves, who had hired 
themselves ont by the day, during the holiday-week, to earn 
a little money on their own account.) 

In regard to the size of the dining-haU, and the extent of 
sheds in the stable-yard, the landlady told me that though at 
other times they very often did not have a single guest iu a 
day, at " Court time " they always bad more than they could 
comfortably accommodate. I judged, also, from her manners 
and the general appearance of the house, as well as from the 
charges, that, at such times, the company might be of a 
rather respectable character. The appearance of the other 
pnblic-hoa^ indicated that it expected a less select patronage. 

When I left, my direction was to keep on the main road 
until I came to a fork, about four miles distant, then take the 
left, and keep the heat-travelled road, until I came to a certain 
house, which was so described that I should know it, where I 
vras advised to ask further directions. 

The sky was now ciondmg over ; it was growing cold ; and 
we went on, as fest as we conveniently could, until wo reached 
the fork in the road. The direction to keep the best-travelled 
road, was unpleasantly prominent in my mind ; it was near 
sunset, I reflected, and however jolly it might be at twelve 
o'clock at noon, it would be quite another thing to be knock- 
ing about among those fierce hogs in the pino-forest, if I 
should be lost, at twelve o'clock at night. Besides, as the 
landlady said about her negroes, I did not think it was right 
to expose Jane to this danger, unnecessarily. A httle beyond 
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the fork, there was a large, gray, old house, with a grove of 
tall poplars before it; a respectable, country-gentleman-of- 
the-old-Bchoo5 look it had.— These old Virginians are pro- 
verbially hospitable. — It's rather impudent ; but I hate to go 
back to the Court House, and I am— — I will ride on, and 
look it ia the fece, at any rate. 

Zigzag fences np to a large, square yard, gi-owing full of 
Lombardy poplar sprouts, from the roots of eight or ten old 
trees, which were planted some fifty years ago, I suppose, in 
a double row, on two sides of the house. At the fnither end 
of this yard, beyond the house, a gate opened on the road, and 
out of this was just then coming a black man, 

I inquired of Lim if there was a house, near by, at ishich I 
conid get accommodation for the night. Beckoned hiy 
master'd take me in, if I'd ask him. Where was his mabter ? 
In the house : I could go right in here (at a place where a 
panel of the paling had feUen over) and see him it I wanted to 
I asked him to hold my horse, and went in. 

It was a simple two-story house, very much like those built 
by the wealthier class of people in New England villages, 
from fifty to a hundred years ago, except that the chimneys 
were carried up outside the walls. There was a porch at the 
front door, and a small wing at one end, in the rear : from 
this wing to the other end extended a broad gallery. 

A dog had teen barking at me after I had dismounted ; 
and JQst as I reached the steps of the gallery, a vigorous, 
middle-aged man, with a rather sullen and suspicious ex- 
pression of iace, came out without any coat on, to see what 
liad excited him. 

Doubting if he were the master of the house, T told him 
that I had come in to inquire if it woiild be convenient to 
allow lae to spend the night with them. He asked where I 
came from, where I was going to, and various other questions, 
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until I tad giyea him an epitome of my day'a wanderinga 
Bud adventures ; afc the conclusion of which he walked to the 
end of the gallery to look at my horse ; then, without giving 
me any answer, but muttering indistinctly something about 
serYaots, walked into the house, shutting the door behind him ! 

Well, thought I, this ia not overwhelmingly hospitable. 
What can it mean ? 

While I was considering whether he expected me to go 
■without any further talk — his curiosity being, I judged, 
satisfied — he eamo out again, and said, " Eeclton you can 
stay, sir, if you'll take what we'll give you," {The good man 
had been in to consult his wife.) I replied that I would do 
so thankfully, and hoped they would not give tbemaelves any 
unnecessary trouble, or alter their usual family arrangements. 
I was then invited to coma in, but I preferred to see my 
horse taken care of first. My host called for " Sam," two or 
three times, and then said he reckoned all his " people " had 
gone oft', and he would attend to my horse himself. I oflered 
to assist him, and we wahied out to the gate, where the 
negro, not being inclined to wait for my return, had left 
Jane, fastened to a post. Our host conducted us to an old 
square log-cabin which had formerly been used for curing 
tobacco, there being no room for Jane, he said, in the stables 
proper. 

The floor of the tobacco-houise was covered with lumber, 
old plouglB, scythes and cradles, a part of whiteh had to bo 
removed to make room for the filly to stand. She was then 
induced, with some difficulty, to enter it through a low, 
square doorway ; saddle and bridle were removed, and she 
was fastened in a comer by a piec« of old plough-line. We 
then went to a fodder-stack, and pulled out from it several 
small bundles of maize leaves. Additional feed and water 
wore promised when " some of the niggers " came in ; and, 
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after righting np an old door that had iallen from one hinge, 
and setting a rail against it to keep it in its place, we re- 
turned to the house. 

My host (whom I will call Mr. Newman) observed that 
hia huildinga and fences were a good deal out of order. He 
had owned the place but a few years, and had not had time to 
make much improvement about the honee yet. 

Entering the mansion, Le took me to a large room on the 
fii'st floor, gave me a chair, went out and soon returned (now 
wearing a coat) ■with two negro girls, one bringing wood and 
the other some flaming brands. A fire waa made with a 
great deal of trouble, scolding of the girls, bringing in more 
braiuls, and bbwing with the month. When the room had 
been suffocatingly filled with smoke, and at length a strong 
bright blaze swept steadily up the chimney, Mr. Newman 
again went out with the giris, and I was left alone for nearly 
an hour, with one interruption, when he , came in and threw 
some more wood upon the fire, and said he hoped I would 
make myself comfortable. 

It was a squai'e room, with a door from the hall on one side, 
and two windows on each of the other sides. The lower part 
of the walls was wainscoted, and the upper part, with the 
ceiling, plastered and whitewashed. The fire-place and 
mantel-piece were somewhat carved, and were painted black ; 
all the wood-work lead coloiu-. Bine paper curtains covered 
the windows ; the floor was uncarpeted, and the only furniture 
in the room was some strong plain chairs, painted yellow, and 
a Connecticut clock, which did not run. The house had 
evidently been built for a family of some wealth, and, after 
having been deserted by them, had been bought at a bargain 
by the present resident, who either had not the capital or the 
inclination to furnish and occupy it appropriately. 

When my entertainer called again, he merely opened the 
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door and said, "Come! get sometlimg to eat !" I followal 
him out into the gallery, and thence througli a door at its end 
into a room in the ■wing — a family room, and a very com- 
fortable homely room. A bountifully spread Bupper-table 
stood in the centre, at which was sitting a very neat, pretty 
little woman, of aa silent habits as her hnshand, but neither 
bashful nor morose. A very nice little girl sat at her right 
side, and a peevish, ill-belmTed, whining glutton of a boy at 
her left, I was reijuested to be seated adjoining the littio 
girl, and the master of tlie house sat opposite me. Thefoiirth 
side of the table was unoccapied, though a plate and chair 
were placed there, as if some one else had been expected. 

The two negro girls waited at table, and a negro boy waa 
in the room, who, when I asked for a glass of water, was sent 
to get it. Aa old negro woman also fteqiwntly came in fiom 
the kitchen, with hot biscuit and corn-cake. There was fried 
fowl, and fried bacon and eggs, and cold ham; there were 
preserved peaches, and preseiTed qainces and grapes ; there 
was hot wheaten biscuit, and hot short-cake, and hot corn- 
cake, and hot griddle cakes, soaked in butter; there was 
coffee, and there was milk, sour or sweet, whichever I pre- 
ferred to drink. I really ate more than I wanted, and ex- 
tolled the com-cake and the peach preserve, and asked how 
they were made ; but I evidently disappointed my pretty 
hostess, who said she was afraid there wasn't anything that 
suit«d me, — she feared there wasn't anything on tlie table 
I could eat ; and she was sorry I couldn't make out a supper. 
And this was about all she would say. I tried to get a couver- 
aation- started, but could obtain little more than very laconic 
answers to my questions. 

Except from the httle girl at my side, whose confidence I 
gained by taking an opportunity, when her mother was 
engaged with yoimg Hopeful t'other side tlic colfGe-pot, to 
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give her a great deal of qiimc9 and grape, and by several 
times pouring molasses very freely on her cakes and bacon ; 
and finally by feeding Pink out of my band. (Hopeful had 
done this first, and tben kicked him away, when he came 
roimii to Martha and me.) She told me her name, and that 
she had got a kitten, and that she hated Pink ; and that she 
went to a Sundaj-TBcbool at the Court House, and that she 
was going to go to an every-day school next winter — sbo 
wasn't big enough to walk so far now, but she would be then. 
But Billy said he didn't mean to go, becaiise he didn't like to, 
though Billy was bigger nor she was, a heap. She reckoned 
when Billy saw Wash. Baker going past every day, and heard 
how much fun he had every day with the other boys at the 
school, be would want to go too, wouldn't be? etc. etc. 
When supper was onded, I set back my chair to the wall, 
and took her on my knee ; hut after she bad been told twice 
not to trouble the gentlfman, and I had testified that she 
didn't do it^ and after several mild hints that I would perhaps 
find it pleasanter in the sitting-room— {the chairs in the 
supper-room wore the easiest, being comitrj-mailo, low, and 
aeated with undressed calf-skin), she was called to, ont of the 
kitchen, and Mr. Newman said — going to the door and 
opening it for me — " Iteckon you'd better walk into the 
sittin'-room, sir." 

I walked out at this, and said I would go and look- at the 
fiUy. Mr, Newman called " Sam " again, and Sam, having 
at that moment arrived at the kit«hen door, was ordered to go 
and take care of this gentlcraan's horse. I followed Sam to 
the tobacco-house, and gave him to know that he would bo 
properly remembered for any attentions he could give to Jane. 
He watered her, and brought her a large supply of oats in 
straw, and some maize on the cob ; but ho could get no btter, 
and declared tliere was no straw on the plantation, though 
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the next morning I saw a iarge quantity in a heap (not a 
stack), at a little greater distance than he was willing to go 
for it, I suppose, at a barn on the opposite side of the road. 
Having seen her rubbed clean and apparently well contented 
with her quarter and her supper, I bade her good-night, and 
returned to the house, 

I did not venture again into the supper-room, but went to 
the sitting-room, where I found Miss Martha Ann and her 
kitten ; I was having a good time with her, when her father 
came in and told her she was "troubling the gentleman." 
I denied it, and he took a seat by the fire with us, and I soon 
succeeded in drawing him into a conversation on ferming, and 
the differences in onr methods of work at the North and those 
he was a^ustomed to. 

I learned that there were no white labouring men here who 
hired themselves out by the month. The poor white people 
that had to labour for their living, never would work steadily 
at any employment. " They generally followed boating" — 
hiring as hands on the bateaus that navigate the Bmall streams 
and canals, but never for a longer term at once than a single 
trip of a boat, whether that might be long or short. At the 
end of the trip they were paid by the day. Their wages 
were from fifty cents to a dollar, varying with the demand and 
individual capacities. They hardly ever worked on farms 
except in harvest, when they usilally received a dollar a day, 
sometimes more. In harvest-time, most of the rural mecba- 
nica closed their shops and hired out to the fai'mers at a 
dollar a day, which would indicate that their ordinary earn- 
ings are considerably less than this. At other than harvest- 
time, the poor white people, who had no trade, would 
sometimes work for the farmers by the job ; not often any 
regular agricultural labour, but at getting rails or shingles, 
or clearing land. 
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He did not know that they were particular about working 
with negroea, hut no white man wo-jJd ever do certain kinds 
of work (such as taking care of cattle, or getting water or 
wood to be used in the house) ; and if you should ask a white 
man yon had hired, to do sucL things, he would get mad and tell 
you he wasn't a nigger. Poor white girls never hired out to 
do servants' work, but they- would come and help another 
white woman about her sewing and quilting, and take wagra 
for it. But these girls were not very respectable generally, 
and it was not agreeable to have them in your house, though 
there were some very respectable ladies that would go out to 
sew. Farmers depended almost entirely upon their negroes ; it 
was only when they were hard pushed by their crops, that 
they ever got white hands to help them. 

Negroea had commanded such high wages lately, to work 
on railroads and in tobaeeo-faetories, that fitrmers were tempted 
to hire out too many of their people, and, to undertake to do 
too much work with those they retained ; and thus they were 
often driven to employ white men, and to give them very high 
wages by the day, when they found themselves getting much 
behind-hand with their crops. He had been driven very hard in 
this way this last season ; he had been so unfortunate as to lose 
one of his best women, who died in child-bed just before harvest. 
The loss of the woman and her child, for the child had died 
also, just at that time, came' very hard upon him. He would 
not have taken a thousand dollars of any man's money for them. 
He had had to hire white men to help him, but they were poor 
sticks, and would be half the time drunk, and you never know 
what to depend upon with them. One fellow that he had 
hired, who liad agretd to work for him all through harvest, 
got him to pay him some wages in advance (he said it was to 
buy him some clothes with, so that he could go to meeting on 
Sunday, at the Court House), and went off the next day, right 
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in the middle of harvest, and he had ncTer seen him since. He 
had heard of him — he was on a boat — hut he didn't reckon he 
should ever get his money again. 

Of course, he did not see how white labourers were ever going 
to come into competition with negroes here, at all. Toh never 
could depend on white men, and you couldn't drive them any ; 
they wouldn't stand it. Slaves were the only reliable labourers 
— you could eommand them and make them do what was right. 
From the manner in which he talked of the white labouring 
people, it was evident that, although he placed them in some 
sort on an equality with himself, and that in his intercom^e 
with them he wouldn't think of asserting for himself any 
superior dignity, or even feci himself to be patronizing them 
in not doing so, yet he, all the time, recognized them as a 
distinct and a rather despicable class, and wanted to have as 
little to do with tbem as he conveniently could. 

I have been once or twice told that the poor white people, 
meaning those, I suppose, who bring nothing to market to 
exchange for money but their labour, although they may own 
a cabin and a little furniture, and cultivate land enough to 
supply themselves with (maize) bread, are worse off in almost 
all respects than the slav^. They are said to be estremoly 
ignorant and immoral, aa weU as indolent and unambitious. 
"That their condition is not so unfortunate by any means as 
that of negroes, however, is most obvious, since from among 
them, men sometimes elevate themselves to positions and 
habits of usefulness, and respectability. They are said to 
" corrupt" the negroes, and to encourage them to steal, or to 
work for them at night and on Sundays, and to pay them with 
hquor, and also to constantly associate licentiously with them, 
They seem, nevertheless, more than any other portion of the 
community, to hate and despise the' negroes. 

In the midst of our conversation, one of the black girls had 
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come into the room and stood still with her head dropped for- 
ward, staring afc me from tmder her brows, without saying a 
word. "When she had wait«d, in this way, perhaps two minutes, 
her master tmiied to her and asked what she wanted. 
" Miss Matty eays Marta Ann go to bed now." 
But Martha Ann refused to budge ; after being told once or 
twice by her fatJier to go with Roee, she came to me and lifted 
up her liands, I supposed to kiss me and go, but when I 
reached down, she took hold of my shonldera and climbed up 
on to my knees. Her &,tlier seemed to take no notice of this 
proceeding, but continued talking about guano ; Kose went to 
a comer of the fire-place, dropped do^vn upon the floor, and 
presently was asleep, leaning her head against the wall. In 
about half an hour the other negro girl came to the door, 
when Mr, Newman abruptly called out, " Girl ! take that child 
t« bed !" and immediately got up himself and walked out. 
Rose roused herseK, and lilted Martha Ann out of my arms, 
and carried her off fast asleep. Mr. Kewman retm:ned hold- 
ing a small candle, and, without entering the room, stood at 
the door and aaid, " I'll show you your bed if yon are ready, 
sir." As he evidently meant, "I am ready to show yon to 
bed if you will not reinse to go," I followed him up stairs. 

Into a large room, again, with aix windows, with a fire- 
place, in which a few brands were smoking, with some wool 
spread thinly upon the floor in a comer ; wth a dozen small 
bundles of tobacco leaves ; with a lady's saddle ; with a deep 
feather-bed, covered with a bright patch-work quilt, on a 
maple bedstead, and without a single item of any other furni- 
ture whatever. Mr. Newman asked if I wanted the candle to 
undress by ; I said yes, if he pleased, and waited a moment for 
him to set it down: aa he did not do so, I walked towards 
him, lifting my hand to take it, " No— I'll hold it," said he, 
and I then perceived that he had no candlestick, hut held 
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(3i6 lean little dip in his hand : X remembered also that no 
candle had been brought into the "sitting-room," and that 
while we were at sappec only ono candle had stood upon the 
table, which had been immediately extinguished wheu we 
rose, the room being lighted only from the fire. 

I very quickly undressed and hung my clothes upon a bed- 
post : Mr. Ne^vman looked on in silonco until I had got into 
bed, when, with an abrupt " Good-night, sir," he went out and 
shut the door. 

It was not until after I had consulted Sam the next morning 
that I ventured to consider that my entertainment might be 
taken as a mere business transaction, and not as " genuine 
planter's hospitality," though this had become rather a ridi- 
culous view of it, after a repetition of the supper, in all 
respectia, had been eaten for breakfest, with equal moroseneBH 
on the part of my host and equal quietness on the part of his 
kind-looking little wife. I was, nevertheless, amused at the 
promptness with which he rephad to my rather hesitating 
inquiry— what I might pay bim for the trouble I had given 
Lim — " I reckon a dollar and a qiiartfir will be right, sir." 

I have described, perhaps witli tedioiis prolixity, what 
adventures befell me, and what scenes 1 passed through in my 
first day's random riding, for the piu^ose of giving an idea of 
the uncultivated and unimproved— rather, sadly worn and 
misused — condition of some parts, and I judge, of a very large 
part, of all Eastern Tirginia, and of the isolated, lonely, and 
dissociable aspect of the dwelling-places of a large part of the 
people. I subsequently rode for three weeks in Eastern and 
Central Virginia, the country difi'ermg not very greatly in its 
characteristics from that here described. 

Much the same general characteristics pervade the Slave 
States, everywhere, except in certain rich regions, or on the 
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banta of some rivers, or in the vicinity of some great routea 
of travel and transportation, which have occasioned closer 
settlement or stimiilated public apirit. For hours and hours 
one has to ride through the unlimited, continual, all-shadow- 
ing, all-embracing forest, following roads, in the making of 
which no more labour has been given than was necessary to 
remove the timber which would obstruct the passage of wag- 
gons ; and even for days and days he may sometimes travel, 
and see never two dwellings of mankind within sight of each 
other ; only, at long distances, often several mdea asunder, 
these isolated plantation patriarchates. If a traveller leaves 
the main road to go any distancej it is not to be imagined 
bow difficult it is for him to find his way from one house to 
any other ia particular ; his oidy safety is in the iact that, 
unless there are mountains or swamps in the way, he is not 
likely to go many miles upon any waggon or horse track 
without coming to some white man's habitation. 

The country passed through, in the early part of my 
second day's ride, was very similar in genera) characteristics 
to that I have already described ; only that a rather larger 
portion of it waa cleared, and plantations were more frequent. 
About eleven o'clock I crossed a bridge and came to the 
meeting-house I had been expecting to reach by that hour 
the previous day. It was in the midst of the woods, and tlie 
small clearing around it was still dotted with the stumps of 
the ti-ees out of whose trunks it had been built ; for it was a 
log structure. In one end there was a single square port, 
closed by a sliding shutter ; in the other end were two doors, 
both standing open. In front of the doors, a mde scaffolding 
had been made of poles and saplings, extending out twenty 
feet from the wall of the house, and this had been covered 
with bouglis of trees, the leaves now withered ; a few lenches. 
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made of split tninka of trees slightly hewn with the axe, 
were arranged under this arhour, as if the rehgious service 
was sometiiaes condncted on. the outside in preference to the 
interior of the edifice. Looting in, I saw that a gallery or 
loft extended from over the doors, acro^ ahout one-third the 
length of the house, access to which was had by a ladder. 
At the opposite end was a square unpainted pnlpit, and on 
the floor were rows of rude benches. The hoiiso was suffi- 
ciently hgbted by crevices between the upper logs. 

Half an hour after this I arrived at the negro-quarters — a 
litUe Lanilet of ten or twelve email and dilapidated cabins. 
Just beyond them was a plain farm-gate, at which several 
n oes we e tanding : one of them, a well-made man, with 
an nt II t untenance and prompt mamier, directed me 
how to find my ay to his owner's house. It was still nearly 
a m le di ta t and yet, until I arrived in its immediate 
Ti n ty I ) cultivated field, and but one clearing. In 

the edge of this clearing, a number of negroes, male and 
female, lay stretched out upon the ground near a small 
smoking charcoal pit. Their master afterwards informed mo 
that they were burning charcoal for the plantation blacksmith, 
using the time allowed them for holidays— -from Christmas to 
New Year's Day — to earn a bttle money for themselves in this 
way. He paid them by the bushel for it. When I said that 
I supposed he allowed them to take what wood they chose for 
this purpose, he rephed that he had five hundred acres 
covered with wood, which he would be very glad to have any 
one bum, or clear off in any way. 

Mr. W.'s house was an old femily mansion, which he had 
himuelf remodelled in the Grecian style," and fnmished 
with a large woolen portico An oak forest had originally 
o(nip d the ^it md wheie it F.tood; but this having been 
clcait 1 ind the s d \ oin o it m culfivaticn by the previous 
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proprietors, pine woods now surroundetl it in every direction, 
a eqttaie of a few acres only being kept clear immediately 
about it, A rnmiber of tbe old oaks still stood in the rear of 
the house, and, until Mr. W. commenced " his improve- 
monts," there had been some in its front. But a? be deemed 
these to have an aspect of negligence and rudeness, not quite 
proper to be associated with a fine bouse, he had cut them 
away, and substituted formal rows of miserable little ailantbus 
trees, I could not believe my ears till tbis esplanation had 
been twice repeated to me. 

On tbiee sides of tbe outer part of tbe cleaied square, 
which was called " the lawn," but which was no more hke a 
lawn than it waa lite a aear-beacb, tliere was a row of negro 
cabins, stables, tobacco-houses, and other offices, all built of 
rough logs. 

Mr. W. was one of tbe few large planters of bis viouuty 
who still made the culture of tobacco their principal bu'iiness 
He said there was a general prejudice against tobacco, m all 
the tide-wat«r region of tbe State, because it was through the 
oultm^e of tobac«o that the once fertile soi\s bad been im- 
poverished; but be did not believe that, at tbe piesent ^alue 
of negroes, their labour could be appbed to tbe culture of 
grain, with any profit, except under peculiarly favouiable cir- 
cumstances. Possibly, the use of guano might make wheat 
a paying crop, but he still doubted. He had not used it, 
himself. Tobacco required fresh land, and was rapidly es- 
hansting, but it returned more money, for the labour used 
upon it, than anything else ; enough more, in bis opinion, 
to pay for the wearing out of tbe land. If he was well paid 
for it, be did not know why he should not wear out his land. 

His tobacco-fields were nearly all in a distant and lower 
part of his plantation ; land which bad been neglected before 
his time, in a great measure, because it had been sometimes 
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flooded, and was, much of the year, too wet for cultivation. 
He was draining and clearing it, and it now brought good crops. 

He had had an Irish gang draining for him, by contract. 
He thought a negro could do twice as much work, in a day, 
as an Irishman. He had not stood over them and seen them 
at work, but judged entirely from tho amount tliey accom- 
plished : he thought a goad gang of negroes would have got 
on twice as fast. He was sure Uiey must have " trifled " a 
great deal, or they would have a^^complished more than they 
had. He complained much, also, of their sprees and quarrels. 
I aaked why he should em;)loy Irishmen, in preference to 
doing the work with his own hands. " It's dangeroiK work 
[unhealthy ?], and a negro's life h too valuable to be risked 
at it. If a negro dies, it's a considerable loss, you know." 

He afterwards said that his negroes never worked so hard 
as to tire themselves — always were lively, and ready to go off 
on a frolic at night. He did not think they ever did half a 
&ir day's work. They could not be made to work hard : they 
never would lay out their strength freely, and it was impossible 
to make them do it. 

Tliia is jost what I have thought when I have seen slaves 
at work — they seem to go through the motions of labour 
without putting strength into them. They keep their powers 
in reserve for their o\vn use at night, perhaps. 

Mr. W. also said that he cultivated only the coarser and 
lower-priced sorts of tobacco, because the finer sorts rec[uired 
more painstaking and discretion than it was possible to make 
a large gang of negroes use. "Yon can make a nigger work," 
he said, " but you cannot make him think," 

Although Mr. "W. was so wealthy (or, at least, would be 
considered anywhere at the North), and had been at college, 
his style of hving waa very farmer-like, and tlioroughly 
Southern. On their plantations, generally, the Virginia gen- 
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tlemen seem to drop their full dress and constrained town 
habita, and to live a free, rustic, shooting-jacket life. We 
dined in a room tbat extonded out, reurwardly, ftom the 
house, and ■which, in a Northern establishment, would have 
been the kitchen. The cooking waa done in a detached log- 
cabin, and the dishes brought some distance, through the open 
air, by the servants. The outer door was left constantly open, 
though there was a fiie in an enormous old fire-place, large 
enough, if it could have been distributed sufficiently, to have 
lasted a Mew York seamstress the best part of the winter. 
By the door there waa indiscriminate admittance to negro 
children and fox-hounds, and, on an average, there were four 
of these, grinning or licking their chops, on either side of 
my chair, all the time I was at the table. A stout woman 
acted as head waitress, employing two handsome little mulatto 
boys as her aids in communicating with the kitchen, from 
which relays of hot corn-bread, of an excellence quite new to 
me, were brought at frequent inten-als. There was no other 
bread, and but one vegetable served — sweet potato, roasted in 
ashes, and this, I thought, was the best sweet potato, also, 
that I ever had eaten ; but there were four preparations of 
swine's flesh, besides fried fowls, fried eggs, cold roast turkey, 
and opossum, cooked, I know not how, but it somewhat 
resembled baked sucking-pig. The only beverages on the 
table were milk and whisky. 

I was pressed to stay several days with Mr. "W., and should 
have been glad to do so, had not another engagement pre- 
vented. "When I was ahont to leave, an old servant was 
directed to get a horse, and go with me, as guide, to the 
railroad station at Col. Gillin's. He followed behind me, and 
I had great difficulty in inducing hiiQ to ride near enough to 
converse with me. I wished to ascertain from him how old 
the different stages of the old-field forest-growth, by the side 
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of our road, might be ; but for a long time, he was, or pre- 
tGnded to be, tmablo to eomprehend my questiona. ^Vhen he 
did so, the most accurate Lnformatiou he could give me was, 
that he reckoned such a field (in which the pines were now 
some sixty feet high) had been planted with tobacco the 
year his old master bought him. He thought he was about 
twenty years old then, and that now he was forty. He had 
every appearance of being seventy. 

He tequently told me there was no need for him to go 
any further, and that it was a dead straight road to the 
station, without any forks. As be appeared very eager to 
return, I waa at length foolish enough to allow myseK to he 
prevailed upon to dispense with his goidance ; gave him a 
quarter of a dollar for bis time that I had employed, and 
went on alone. The road, which for a short distance further 
was plain enough, soon began to ramify, and, in half an hour, 
we were stumbling along a dark wood-pafli, looking eagerly 
for a house. At length, seeing one across a large clearing, 
we went through a long lane, opening gates and letting down 
hara, until we met two negroes, riding a mule, who were 
going to the plantation near the school-house which we had 
seen the day before. Following them thither, we knew the 
rest of the way (Jane gave a bound and neighed, when we 
struck the old road, showing that she had been lost, aa well 
as I, up to the moment). 

It was twenty minutes after the hour given in the time- 
table for the passage of the train, when I reached the station, 
but it had not arrives! ; nor did it make its appearance for a 
quarter of an horn- longer ; so I had plenty of time to deHver 
Tom's wife's message and take leave of Jane. I am sorry to 
say die appeared very indifierent, and seemed to think a 
good deal more of Tom than of me. Mr. W. Jiad told me 
that the train would, probably, he half an hour behind its adver- 
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tised time, and iJiat I had no need to ride with haste, to 
roach it. I asked Col, Gillin if it would be safe to always 
caiciilate on the train being half an hour late : he said it 
would not ; for, although usually that much behind the time- 
table, it was sometimes half an hour ahead of it. So those, 
who would be safe, had commonly to wait an hour. People, 
therefore, who wished to go not more than twenty miles from 
home, wonld find it more convenient, and equally expeditious, 
taking all things into account, to go in their own conTCy- 
ances — there being but few who hved so near the station 
that they wonld not have to employ a horse and servant to 
get to it. 



. ~. I have been visiting a fiiitn, culti- 
vated entirely by free labour. The proprietor told me that 
lie was first led to disuse skve-labour, not from any econo- 
mical considerations, but because he had become convinced 
that there was an essential wrong in holding men in forced 
servitude with any other purpose than to benefit them alone, 
and because he was not wilHng to allow his own children to 
be educated as slave -masters. His father had been a large 
slaveholder, and he felt very strongly the bad influence it 
had had on his own character. He wished me to be satisfied 
that Jefferson uttered a great truth when he asserted that 
slavery was more pernicious to the white race than the bkck. 
Although, therefore, a chief part of his inheritance had been 
in slaves, he had liberated them all. 

Most of tliem had, by his advice, gone to Africa. These 
he had frequently heard from. Except a child that had been 
drowned, they were, at his last account, all alive, in general 
good health, and satisfactorily prospering. He had lately 
received a letter from one of them, who told him that he was 
^^ trying to preach the Gospel," and who had evidently 
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greatly improved, both inteUectiiaUy and morally, since he left 
here. With regard to those going North, and the common 
opinion that they encountered much misery, and would bo 
much better off here, he said that it entirely depended on the 
general character aod habita of the individual : it was true of 
thoae who were badly broaght up, and who had acquired 
indolent and vicious habits, eBpecially if they were drunkards, 
but, if of some intelligence and well trained, they g 
represented themselves to be successful and contented. 

He mentioned two remarkable cases, that had come under 
hia own observation, of this kind. One was that of a man 
who had been freo, but, by some fraud and informality of hia 
papeis, was re-enslaved. He ran away, and afterwards 
negotiated, by eorrespondenc*, with his master, and purcliaeed 
his freedom. This man he had accidentally met, fifteen 
years afterwards, in a Northern city; he was engaged in 
profitable and increasing business, and showed him, by his 
hooks, that he was possessed of property to the amount of 
ten thousand dollars. He was living a great deai more 
comfortably and wisely than ever his old master had done. 
The other case was that of a coloured woman, who had 
obtained her freedom, and who became apprehensive that she 
also was about to he fraudulently made a slave again. She 
fled to Philadelphia, where she was nearly starved, at first. 
A little girl, who heard her begging in the streets to be 
allowed to work for bread, told her that her mother was 
wanting some washing done, and she followed her home. 
The mother, not knowing her, was airaid to trust her with 
the articles to be washed. She prayed so earnestly for the 
job, however — sugg^ting that she might be locked into a 
room until she had completed it — that it was given her. 

So she commenced life in Philadelphia. Ten years after- 
wards he had accidentally met her there ; she recognized him 
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immediat-Gly, recalled herself to his recoUection, r 
the greatest joy at Beeing him, and asked him to come to her 
house, which he found a handsome three-atory building, 
furnished really with elegance ; and she pointed out to him, 
from the window, three houses in the vicinity that she owned 
and rented. She showed great anxiety to have her children 
well educated, and was employing the best instructors for 
them which she could procure in Philadelphia. 

He considered the condition of slaves to have much im- 
proved since the Eevolution, and very perceptibly during the 
last twenty years. The original stock of slaves, the imported 
Africans, he observed, probably required to bo governed with 
miich greater severity, and very little hnmanity was exercised 
or thought of with regard to them. The slaves of the present 
day are of a higher character ; in feet, he did not think more 
than half of them were fuU-blooded Africans, Public senti- 
ment condemned the man who treated his slaves with cruelty. 
The owners were mainly men of some cultivation, and felt a 
fiimily attachment to their slaves, many of whom had been 
the playmates of their boyhood. Nevertheless, they were 
frequently punislied severely, under tlie impulse of temporary 
passion, often without deliberation, and on nnfounded sus- 
picion. This was (sipocially the case where they were left to 
overseers, who, though sometimes men of intelligence and 
piety, were more often coarse, brutal, and licentious ; drinking 
men, wholly unfitted for the responsibility imposed on them. 

With regard to the value of slave-labour, this gejitleman is 
confident that, at present, he has the advantage in employing 
free men instead of it. It has not been so until of fate, the 
price of slaves having much advanced within ten years, while 
immigration has made free white labourers more easy to be 
procured. 

He has heretofore hiid some difficulty in obtaining hands 
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yihen he needed tliem, aad has suffered a good deal from the 
demoralizing influence of adjacent slave-labour, the men, after 
a few months' residence, ineliniag to follow the customs of the 
slaves with regard to the amount of work they should do in a 
day, or their careless mode of operation. He has had white 
and black Virginians, sometimes Germans, and latterly Irish, 
Of all these, he has found the Irisb on the whole the best. 
The poorest have been the native white Virginiana ; next, the 
free blacks : and though there havo been exceptions, he has 
not generally paid these as high as one hundred dollars a 
year, and has thought them less worth their wages than any 
he haa had. At present, be has two white natives and two 
free coloured men, but both the latter were brought up in his 
femily, and are worth twenty dollars a year more than the 
average. The free black, he thinks, is generally worse than 
the slave, and so is the poor white man. He also employs, at 
present, fom Irish hands, and is expecting two more to arrive, 
who havo been recommended to him, and sent for by those he 
has. He pays the Irishmen g 120 a year, and boards them. 
He has had them for g 100 ; but these are all excellent 
men, and well worth their price. They ace leas given to 
drinking than any men he has ever had ; and one of them 
first suggested improvements to him hi his farm, that 
he is now carrying out with prospects of considerable ad- 
vantage. Housemaids, Irish girb, he pays g 3 and g 6 a 
month. 

He does not apprehend that in futmre ho shall have any 
difSculty in obtaining steady men, who will accomplish much 
more work than any slaves. There are some operations, such 
as carting and spreading dung, and all work with the fork, 
spade, or shovel, at which his Irisliraen will do, he thinks, 
over fifty per cent, more in a day than any negroca he haa 
ever knoviii. On tlie whole, he is satisfied that at present 
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free-laboHr is more profitable than slave-labour, though his 
success is not so evident that he would be wilHng to have 
attention particularly called to it. His farm, moreover, is 
now in a transition state from one system of husbandry to 
another, and appearances are temporarily more unfevourable 
on that aceoant. 

The wages paid for slaves, when they are hired for agri- 
cultural labour, do not differ at present, he says, from those 
which he pays for his free labourers. In both cases the 
hiiing party boards the labourer, but, in addition to money 
and board, the slave- employer has to famish clothing, and is 
subject, without redress, to any losses which may result from 
the carelessness or malevolence of tbe slave. He also has to 
lose bis time if he is unwell, or when from any cause he is 
absent or unable to work. 

The slave, if he is indisposed to work, and especially if he 
is not treated well, or does not like the master who has hired 
him, will sham sickness — even make himself sick or lame — 
that he need not work. But a more serious loss frequently 
arises, when the slave, thinking he is worked too hard, or 
being angered by punishment or unkind treatment, " getting 
the sulks," takes to " the swjmp," and comes back when he 
has a mind to. Often this vriU not be till the year is up for 
which he is engaged, when he will return to his owner, who, 
glad to find hia property safe, and that it has not died in the 
swamp, or gone to Canada, forgets to punish him, and imme- 
diately sends him for another year to a new master. 

" But, meanwhile, how does the negro support life in the 
swamp ?" I asked. 

" Oh, he gets sheep and pigs and calves, and fowls and 
turkeys ; sometimes they wiU Mil a small cow. We have 
often seen the fires, where they were cooking them, through 
tlie woods, in the swamp yonder. If it is cold, he will crawl 
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under a fodder-stack, or go into tbe cabins with some of tlie 
other negroes, and in the same way, you see, he can get all 
the com, or almost anything else he wants. 

" He steals them from his master ?" 

" From any one ; frequently from me. I have had many 
a sheep taken by them." 

" It is a common thing, then ?" 

" Certainly, it is, very common, and the loss is sometimes 
esoeedingly provoking. One of my neighbours here was 
going to bmld, and hired two mechanics for a year. Just as 
he was ready to put his house up, the two men, taking offence 
at something, both ran away, and did not come back at all 
till their year was out, and then their owner immediately 
hired them out again to another man." 

These negroes " in the swamp," he ^id, were often hunted 
after, but it was very difficult to find them, and, if caught, 
they wonld run again, and the other negroes would hide and 
assist them. Dogs to tr^ck them he liad never known to bo 
used in Virginia, 

Saturday, Deo. 25^7^.— From Christmas to New-Tear's 
Day, most of the slaves, except house servants, enjoy a 
freedom from labour ; and Christmas is especially hoHday, or 
Saturnalia, with them. The young ones began last night 
firing crackers, and I do not obsen'e that they are engaged in 
any other amusement to-day ; the older ones are generally 
getting drunk, and making business for the police, I have seen 
large gangs coming in from the country, and these contrast 
much in their general appearance with the town negroes. The 
latter are dressed expensively, and freijuently more elegantly 
than the whites. They seem to be spendmg money freely, and 
I observe that they, and even the slaves that wait upon me at 
the hotel, often have watches, and other articles of valuo. 
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The slaves have a good many ways of ohtMning " spending 
money," which though in law belongiag to tlieir owner, as 
the property of a son under age does to his father, they are 
never dispossessed of, and use for their own gratification, with 
oven less restraint than a wholesome regard for their health 
and moi-al condition may be thought to require. A Eich- 
mond paper, complaining of the liberty allowed to slaves in 
this respect, as ealcolated to fost«r an insubordinate spirit, 
spealis of their " champagne suppers." The police broke 
into a gambling cellar a few nights since, and found about 
twenty negroes at " high play," with all the usual accessories 
of a fixst-claas " Hell." It is mentioned that, among the 
number taken to the watch-house, and treated with lashes 
the next morning, there were some who had previously en- 
joyed a high reputation for piety, and others of a very elegant 
or foppish appearance. 

Passing two negroes in the street, I heard the following : 

" Workin' in a tobacco fectory all de year roun', an' 

come Christmas only twenty dollars ! Workin' mighty hard, 
too — up to twelve o'clock o' night very often — an' then (o 
hab a nigger oherseah !" 

" A nigger !" 

" Yea— dat's it, yer see. Wouldn't care if 'twam't for dat. 
Nothin' but a dirty nigger ! orderin' 'round, jes' as if he was 
a wife man !" 

It is the custom of tobacco manufiicturers to hire slavea 
and free negroes at a certain rate of wages per year. A task 
of 45 lbs. per day is given them to work up, and all that they 
choose to do more than this they are paid for— payment 
being made once a fortnight ; and invariably this over-wages 
is used by the slave for himself, and is usually spent in 
drinking, licentionsness, and gambling. The man was grmnb- 
ling that he Lad saved but ,820 to spend at the holidays. 
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Sitting with a company of smokers last night, one of them, 
to show me the manner in which a slave of any ingenuity or 
canning would manage to avoid working for his master's 
profit, narrated the following anecdote. He waa executor of 
an estate in which, among other negroes, there was one very 
smart man, who, he knew perfectly well, ought to be earning 
for the estate & 150 a year, and who could do it if he chc«e, 
yet whose wages for a year, heing let out by the day or 
job, had amounted to but S 18, while he had paid for medi- 
cal attendance upon him 45. Having failed in every 
other way to make him earn anything, he propped to him 
that he eliould purchase his freedom and go to Philadelphia, 
where ho had a brother. He told him that if he would earn 
a certain aiim (s400 I beheve), and pay it over to the 
^tate for himself, he would give him his free papers. The 
man agreed to the arrangement, and by his overwork in a 
tobacco feetory, and some assistance from his free brother, 
soon paid the sum agreed upon, and was sent to Philadelphia. 
A few weeks afterwards he met him in the street, and asked 
him why he had returned. "Oh, I don't Hke dat Philadelphy, 
massa ; an't no chance for coloured folks dere ; spec' if I'd 
been a runaway, de wite folks dere take care o' me ; but I 
couldn't git anythin' to do, so I jia borrow ten dollar of my 
broder, and cum ba*k to old Virginny." 

" But yot! know the law forbids your return. I wonder 
that you are not afraid to be seen here; I should think 
Mr. — ■ [an officer of pohce] would take you up." 

" Oh ! I look out for dat, massa ; I juss hire myself out 
to Mr. himself, ha ! ha ! He tink I your boy." 

And so it proved ; the officer, thinking that he was per- 
mitted to hire himself out, and tempted by the low wages at 
which he offered himself, had neglected to ask for his written 
L, and had engaged him for n year. He still lived 
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■with the officer, aad was an active, lieilthy, ^ood servant to 

A well-informed capitalist and slave-holdei icmarked, tliat 
negroes could not bo employed in cotton ketones I said 
that I understood tiiey were so in Charleston, and some othei 
places at the South. 

"It may be so, yet," he answered, "but they will have to 
give it up," 

The. reason was, he said, that the negro could never he 
trained to exercise judgment ; he cannot be made to use his 
mind ; he always depends on machineiy doing its own work, 
and cannot be made to watch it. He neglects it until some- 
thing is broken or there is great waste "\\e haie tried 
rewards and pmiishments, but it make" no difieience It's 
his nature and you cannot change it. All men are indolent 
and have a disinclination to labour, but this is a great deal 
stronger in the African race than in any other In i>crking 
niggers, we must always calculate that they wdl not labour 
at all except to avoid punishment, and they wiU never do 
more than just enough to save themselves from being 
punished, and no amount of punishment will prevent tlieir 
working carelessly and indifferently. It always seems on the 
plantation as if they took pains to break all the tools and 
spoil all the cattle that they possibly can, even when they 
know they'll be directly punished for it." 

As to rewards, he said, " They only want to support life : 
they will not work for an}ihing more ; and in this country it 
would be hard to prevent their getting that." I thought this 
opinion of the power of rewards was not exactly confirmed by 
the narrative we had just hoard, but I said nothing. " If 
you could move," he continued, "all tlie white people from 
the whole seahoard district of Virginia and give it up to the 
regroes that are on it now, just leave them to t 
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in ten years' time there would not be an acre of land ciilti- 
vated, and nothing would be produced, except what grew 



[The Hon. Willonghby Newton, by the way, seems to think 
that if it had not been for the introduction of guano, a similar 
desolation would have soon occurred without the Africaniza- 
tion of the country. He is reported to have said :— 

[" I look upon the introduction of guano, and the success 
attending its application to oiu- barren lands, in the light 
of a special interposition of Divine Providence, to save the 
northern neck of Virginia from reverting entirely into its 
former state of wildemens and utter desolation. Until the 
discovery of guano — more valuable to ua than the mines of 
California — I looked upon tho possibility of renovating our 
soil, of ever bringing it to a point capable of producing re- 
munerating crops, as utterly hopeless. Our up-lands were 
all worn outj and our bottom-lands fast fiiiling, and if it had 
not been for guano, to revive our last hope, a few years more 
and the whole country must have been deserted by all who 
desired to increase then o\vn wealth, or advance the cause of 
civilization by a proper cultivation of the earth."] 

I said I supposed that they were much better off, more 
improved intelleetualiy, and more Mndly ti-eated in Virginia 
than further South. He said I was mistaken in both respecta 
— that in Louisiana, especially, they were more intelligent, 
because tbe amalgamation of the races was much greater, and 
tbey were treated with more familiarity by the whites ; be- 
sides which, the laws of Louisiana were much more fovourable 
to them. For instance, they required the planter to g!ve 
slaves 200 pounds of poik a yeju and he gave a vtry apt 
anecdote, showing the eftett of this law, but ^hich, at the 
same time, made it evident that a Viigiman may be ac- 
customed to neglect providing aufticient tood for hii force. 
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and that tliey sometimes sufier greatly for want of it. I was 
assured, however, that this was veiy rare — that, generally, 
the slaves were well provided for — always allowed a sufficient 
quantity of meal, and, generally, of pork— were permitted to 
raise pigs aod poultry, and in smnmer could always grow as 
many vegetables as they wanted. It was observed, however, 
that they frequently neglect to provide for themselves in this 
way, and live mainly on meal and bacon. If a man does not 
provide well for his slaves, it soon becomes known ; he geta 
the name of a "nigger killer," and loses the respect of the 
community. 

The genei-al allowance of food was thought to be a pect 
and a half of meal, and three pounds of bacon a week. This, 
it was observed, is as much meal as they can eat, but they 
Vi'ould be glad to have more bacon ; sometimes they receive 
four pounds, but it is oftener Uiat they get lees than three. 
It is distributed to them on Saturdfiy nights ; or, on the 
better managed plantations, sometimes on "Wednesday, to 
prevent their iising it extravagantly, or selling it for whisky 
on Simday. This distribution is called the " di-awing," and 
is made by the overseer to all the heads of iamiliea or single 
negroes. Except on tlie smallest plantation.?, where the 
cooking is done in the house of the proprietor, there is a 
cook-hoaae, furnished with a large copper for boiling, and an 
oven. Every night the negroes take their "mess," for the 
next day's breakfast and dinner, to the cook, to be prepared 
for the next day. Custom varies as to the time it is served 
out to them ; sometimes at morning and noon, at other times 
at noon and night. Each negro marks his meat by cuts, so 
that he sliall know it from the rest, and they observe each 
other's rights with regard to this, punctiliously. 

After breakfast has been eaten early in the cabins, at sun- 
rise, or a little before in winter, and jerhajs a little later in 
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summer, they go to the field. At noon dinner is hrought to 
them, and, nnleag the work presses, they are allowed two 
hours' rest. Very punctually at sunset they stop work and 
are at liberty, escept that a squad is detached once a week 
for shelling com, to go to the mill for the next week's 
drawing of meal. Thus they work in the field about eleven 
hours a day, on an average, Eoturning to the cabins, wood 
" ought to have been " carted for them ; but if it has not been, 
they then go the woods and " tote " it home for themselves. 
They then make a fire — a big, blazing fire at this season, for 
the supply of fuel is unlimited— and cook their own supper, 
which will be a bit of bacon fried, often with eggs, corn-bread 
baked in the spider after the bacon, to absorb the fat, and 
perhaps some sweet potatoes roasted in the ashes. Imme- 
diately after supper they go to sleep, often lying on the fioor 
or a bench in preference to a bed. About two o'clock they 
very generally ronse up and cook and eat, or eat cokl, Vi'liat 
they call their " mornin' bit ;" then sleep again till breakfast. 
They generally save from their ration of meal : commonly as 
much as five bushels of meal was sent to town by my infor- 
mant's hands every week, to be sold for them. Upon inquiry, 
he almost always found that it belonged to only two or three 
individuals, who had traded for it with the rest ; he added, 
that too often the exchange was for whisky, which, against his 
rules, they obtained of some rascally white people in the 
neighbourhood, and kept concealed. Tliey were very fond of 
whisky, and sometimes much injured themselves with it. 

To show me how well they were supplied with eggs, be 
said that once a vessel came to anchor, becalmed, off his 
place, and the captain came to him and asked leave to pur- 
chase some eggs of his people. He gave him permission, 
and called the cook to collect them for him. The cook asked 
how many she should bring, "Oh, all you can get," he 



Hosted by Google 



104 COTTON AND SLAVERY. 

answered— and ehe returned after a tirae, with several boya 
assisting her^ bringing nearly two bushels, all the property 
of the slaves, and which they were willing to sell at four 
cents a dozen. 

One of the smokers explained to me that it is bad economy, 
not to allow an abimdant supply of food to " a man's force." 
If not well provided for, the negroes will find a -way to pro- 
vide for themselves. It is, also, but simple policy to have 
them well lodged and clothed. If they do not have comfort- 
able cabins and sufficient clothing, they will take cold, and 
he laid up. He lost a valuable negro, once, from having 
neglected to provide him with shoes. 

The houses of the slaves are usually log-cabins, of various 
degrees of comfort and commodiousness. At one end there 
is a great open fire-place, which is exterior to the wall of the 
house, being made of clay in an inclosure, abont ra^t feet 
sq^uare and high, of logs. The chimney is sometimes ot 
brick, but more commonly of lafii or spht sticks, laid np like 
log work and plastered with mud. They enji^ great rofmng 
fires, and, as the common fuel is pine, the cabin, at night 
when the door is open, seen from a distance, appears like a 
fierce furnace. The chimneys often catch fire, and the cabin 
is destroyed. Very little precaution can be taken against 
this danger.* Several cabins are placed near together, and 
they are called " the quarters." On a plantation of moderate 
size there will be but one " quarters." The situation chosen 

* "Aa InOlosious JCeoko. — In Lafaj-ette, Jtiss., n few dnys ago, a m/giB, 
who, with hia wife and three thililrpn, ootupial n li»t iipnn the plantation af Col. 
I'equea, was Terj math annoyed hy Hens, Bflwvtng that they i.-on|;Tsgat*d in 
gi-eitt numbers benenth the honsc, he resolved to liesLroy them by tii-e; and accord- 
ingly, one night whea ins fnmily were asleep, he rnised a plank in the flooi' of the 
cabin, and. pmcuring an armrul nf shucks, scnttered them on the ground beneath, 
and lighted them. The consequeoce was, that the cabin was consumed, and the 
whale family, with the exception of '.he msm wito lighted the tire, was burned to 
death." — JoWTial of Consferce. 
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for it has reference to convenience of obtaining water from 
springs and fuel from the woods. 

As to the clothing of the slaves on the plantations, they 
arc said to be usually furnished by their owners or masters, 
every year, each with a coat and trousers, of a coarse wooilen 
or woollen and cotton stuff (mostly made, egpecially for this 
purpose, in Providence, R. I.) for vrinter, trousers of cotton 
osnaburghs for summer, sometimes with a jacket also of the 
same ; two pairs of strong shoes, or one pair of strong boots 
and one of lighter shoes for harvest ; three shirts, one 
blanket, and one felt hat. 

The women have two dresses of striped cotton, three shifts, 
two pairs of shoes, etc. The women Ijing-in are kept at 
kmttmg short sacks, from cotton, which, in Southern Virginia, 
IS usually raised for this purpose on the farm, and these are 
also given to the negroes. They also purchase clothing for 
themsehes and, I notice especially, are well supplied with 
hanlkerehiefs, which the men frequently, and the women 
nearlj alwiys, wear on their heads. On Sundays and holi- 
days they usually look very smart, but when at work, very 
ragged and slovenly. 

A*; the conclusion of our bar-room session, some time after 
midnight, as we were retiring to our rooms, oiu: progress up 
stairs and along the corridors was several times impeded, by 
negroes lying fiist asleep, in their usual clothes only, upon 
the floor. I asked why they were not abed, and was an- 
swered by a gentleman, that negroes never wanted to go to 
bed ; they always preferred to sleep on the floor. 

That "slaves are liars," or, as they say here, "niggers 
will lie," always has been proverbial. " They will lie in 
their very prayers to God," said one, and I find illustrations 
of tlio trouble that the vice occasions on every hand here. I 
just heard thin, from a lady. A housemaid, who had the 
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reputation of heiag especially devout, was suspected by lier 
mistress of having stolen from her burean several trinkets. 
Sbe was charged with the tlieft, and vociferonsly denied it. 
She was watched, and tho articles discovered openly dis- 
played on her person as she went to church. She still, on 
her return, denied having them — was searched, and they 
were found in her pockets. "When reproached bj her mis- 
tress, and lectured on tlie wickedness of lying and stealing, 
she replied with the confident air of knowing the ground she 
stood upon, " Law, mam, don't say I's wicked ; ole Aunt 
Ann says it allors right for us poor coloured people to 'po- 
piate whatever of de wite folk's blcssins de Lord puts in out' 
way ;" old Aunt Ann being a sort of mother in the coloured 
Israel of the toviTi. 

It is told me as a singidar fact, that everywhere on the 
plantations, the agrarian notion has become a. fixed point of 
the negro system of ethira : that the result of labour belongs 
of right to the labourer, and on this ground, even the reH- 
gigus feel justified in using " massa's " property for their own 
temporal benefit. This they term " taking," and it is never 
admitted to be a reproach to a man among them that he is 
charged with it, though " stealing," or taking from another 
than their master', and particularly from one another, is so. 
They almost univei-sally piKer from the household stores 
when they have a safe opportimity. 

Jefferson says of the slaves : 

"Whetliiix further obBervalion will or "sill not verify tlie conjecfurE, 
that nature liaa been leaa bountiful to tlipni in tlie endownienta of the 
\icaH, I believe that in those of the heart she will have done them justice. 
That diKpoMtioii to theft, with which they have been bfandcd, must be 
ascribed lo their atuation, and not to any depravity of the moni! Benee. 
The man in whose favour no laws of .property exist, probably feeU Wmsclf 
leas boand to respect those made in favour of others. When aiding for 
ouraelTea, we lay it dowu as fumliuaental, that laws, to be just, must give 
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s leciprocalion of right ; tliat without this, they are mere ntbitrnry mles, 
founded in toTce, and not in. consuitnue ; and it ia a problem which 1 give 
to the mnstci to solve, whether tlie rcligioas prccepCa against the violation 
of property were not framed for him ns well as hia slave? and whetlier the 
slave may not as justifiably take a little from one who baa taken all from 
him, as he may slay one who would slay him ? That a cliange of Hie 
relations in which a man is pla^^n^d sliould change bta ideas of moral right 
and wrong, is neither new, nor peculiar to tlie colonr of the blacks. 
Homer tells us it was so, 2,€00 years ago : 

" ' Jove filed it «ertiin, that wliafever day 

Makes man a slave, takes half his worth sisy,' " 
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THE ECONOMY OF VIRGDflA. 

An Englishman will cross tlireo thouaand miles of eea, and, 
landing in our Free Statea, find, under a different eky and 
cliuiqte, a people speaMng the same language, influenced by 
the same literature, giving alSegiance to the same common 
law, and with not very dissimilar tastes, manners, or opinions, 
on the whole, to those of his own people. "What most strikes 
him is an apparent indifference to conditions of hving which 
he would at home call shahby. He will find men, however, 
at whose homes he will hardly see anything, either of sub- 
stance, custom, or manner, by which he would know that be 
was out of England, and if he asks how these manage to get 
waiters who do not smell of the stable ; and grooms who keep 
stuTTips bright ; roofs which do not leak ; lawns which are 
better than stubble fields ; walks which are not grassy ; fences 
which do not need shoreing up ; staunch dogs ; clean guns ; 
strong boots and clothes that will go whole through a thiclcet ; 
the true answer will he, by taking double the pains and 
paying double as much as would be necessary to secure the 
same results in England, and that few men are willing or able 
to do this. 

I make half a day's journey southward here, and I find, 
with an equal resemblance between the people and those I 
left, an iudifference to conditions of living, which Mrs. Stowe's 
Ophelia describes as "shiftless," and which makes the same 
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sort of impreasion on my mind, as the state of things at the 
North does upon an Englishman's. But, in this case, there 
has heen no change in the skies ; I wear the same clothing, 
or if I come from the low sea-hoard and, going in-land, gain 
elevation, I need some hetter protection against cold. I also 
find exceptions ; how are they to he accounted for ? The 
first step does not seem difficult. In this well-proTided, hos- 
pitable, and most agreeable household, for instance, there are 
fonr times as many servants as in one which would otherwise 
be as similar as possible to it at the North ; to say nothing of 
the goyemess, or of the New York plumber, who has heen at 
work here for a month ; or of the doctor, who, having come 
fifteen mil^ to lance the baby's gums, stays of course to dine 
Tpvith us ; or of the German, who I am told — such is the value 
of raOroads even at a distance— left Eichmond only at nine 
o'clock last night, and having tuned the piano, will return in 
time for his classes there to-morrow ; or of the patent chain- 
pump pedlar, whose horses have been knocked up in crossing 
the swamp ; or of the weekly mail-carrier, who cannot go on 
till the logs which have Seated off the bridge are restored, 
Mr, T. means soon, he tells me, to build a substantial bridge 
there, because his nearest respectable neighbours are in that 
direction. His nearest neighhonra on this side of the creek, 
by the way, he seems to regard with suspicion. They live ia 
sohtary cabins, and he don't think they do a day's work in a 
year ; but they somehow manage to always have com enough 
to keep themselves from starving, and as they certainly don't 
raise half enongh for this, the supposition ia that his negroes 
steal it and supply it in exchange for whisky. Clearly the 
negroes do get whisky, somewhere ; for even their preacher, 
who has heen a capital blacksmith, and but for this vice 
would be worth g2500, was taken with delirium tremens 
last Sunday night, and sot one of the outhouses on fire, so 
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that the energetic Mr. T., who will have things right about 
his " place," has determined to get rid of him, and will have 
him sold for what he will fetch at the sheriff's sale at the 
County House to-morrow; and Prior, the overseer, must go to 
Richmond immediately, to see about a new blacksmith, for 
the plumber says that until one ia got he must stand idle, 
and the ploughs are all needing repair. A lesa energetic man 
would keep old Joe, in spite of bis vice, on account of his old 
wife and many children, and out of rcgai-d to the spiritual 
interests of his flock, for when not very drunk, old Joe is 
reckoned the best preacher in five counties. But Mr, T. is 
determined te live like a gentleman ; he is not going to have 
the hoofs of his thorough-breds spoiled ; and he wiU have hot 
and cold water laid on; and he tells Prior that if he can find 
a first-rate shoer, young, healthy, active, and strong, and 
handy at anything in the way of his trade, not te lose him, if 
he has te go as high as $ 250, for the year ; or, if necessary, 
he will buy such an one outright, at any fiiir price, if he can 
have him on trial for a month. If there is none in market, 
he must try to induce that Scotchman who hung the bells to 
come up again for a few days. "Treat him like a gentleman," 
he says, " and tell him he will be paid whatever he asks, and 
make as if it were a frohc." 

g250 a year, and a man's board and clothing, with iron, 
coal, and, possibly, docter's bills to be added, is certainly a 
high price to pay for the blacksmith's work of a single larm. 
This exceptional condition, then, it is obvious on the face of 
things, is maintained at an enormous expense, not only of 
raoney, but of nerve, time, temper, if not of humanity, or the 
world's judgment of humanity. There is much inherited 
wealth, a cotton plantation or two in Mississippi and a few 
slips of paper in a broker's office in Wall Street, that account 
for the comfort of this Virginia farmer, a% with something of 
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the pride wliich apes humility, he hke^ to style himself And 
after all he has no road onwhich he can dii^e hitt fane hoi^cs, 
his -physician supposes the u&e of chloric ether, as an ana- 
sthetic agent, to be a not el and inteiestmg subject of after- 
dinner eloqneEce; he has no church within twentj miles, but 
one of logs, attendance on which is sure to bimg on an attack 
of neuralgia with ]m wife, and where only an ignorant ranter 
of a different faith from his own preaches at irregular inter- 
vals ; there is no school which he is willing that hia children 
should attend ; his daily papers come weekly, and he sees no 
books except auch as he has especially ordered from ITorton 



This being the exception, how is it with the community as 
a whole ? 

As a whole, the community makes shift to live, some part 
tolerably, the most part wretchedly enough, with arrange- 
ments such as one might expect to find in a country in stress 
ofwar, Nothingwhich can be postponed or overlooked, with- 
ont immediate serious inconvenience, gets attended to. One 
soon neglects to inquire why this is not done or that ; the 
answer is so certain to be that there is no proper person to 
be got to do it without more trouble (or expense) than it is 
thought to be worth. Ei-identty habit reconciles the people 
ta do without much, the permament want of which would 
seem likely to be intolerable to those who had it in possession. 
Nevertheless, they complain a good deal, showing that the 
evil is an increasing one. Verba! statements to the same 
effect as the following, written fey a Virginian to the ' Journal 
of Commerce,' are often heard. 

"Hnndredaof farmers and plantera, mill owners, tobaoooniBla, cotton 
fattoriea, iron works, etcam-boat ownei's, master buildcra, contractora, 
carpenteta, stage proprietora, canal lioat ownera, railroad companies, anJ 
others, arc, and Imve bticn sliort of hands these five years past, in Mary- 
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land, Tirginin, and the Carolinas. They pay ^150 or ^200 a year each 
hanct, imd Lis board, and stenlii^, and it' that hand be present or absent^ 
sick or well, it is all the same. His clothes cost say g SO more, and in 
many cases the hirer has to pay his policy of life insurance.' 

Eor all that, labonrera are being constantly sent away. I 
have not been on or seen a railroad train, departing south- 
ward, that it did not convoy a considerable number of the beat 
class of negro labourers, in charge of a trader who was in- 
tending to sell them to cotton-planters. Thus it is evident 
that, great as is the need for more labourers here, there is a 
still greater demand for them to raise cotton ; and in order to 
supply this demand, the Virginians suffer the most extreme 
inconvenience. The wonder is, that their own demand for 
labour is not auppHed by free labouiei-s. But it appears that 
where negro slavery has long existed, certain occupations are, 
by custom, assigned to the slaves, and a white man is not 
only reluctant to engage himself in those ocenpations, but 
s greatly disinclined to employ other whites in them. I have 
often asked: "Why do you not employ white men?" (for 
this or that purpose for which slaves could not be procured ;) 
and, almost always, the reply has teen given in a tone 
which indicated a little feeling, which, if I do not misap- 
prehend it, means that the employment of whites in duties 
upon which slaves are ordinarily employed is felt to be not 
only humiliating to the whites employed, hut also to the 
employer. 

Nor is this difficulty merely a matter of sentiment. I have 
been answered : " Our poor white men will not do such work 
if they can very well help it, and they will do no more of it 
than they are obliged to. They will do a few days' work 
when it is necessary to provide themselves with the neces- 
saries of life, but they are not used to steady labour ; they 
work reluctantly, and will not bear driving ; they camiot be 
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worked to advantage with slaves, and it is inconvenient to 
look after them, if you work them separately." And then, 
when I push the inijuiries by asking, why not send North and 
get some of our lahourera ? " Well — -the truth is, I have been 
u^ed to driving niggers, and I don't think I could drive white 
men. I should not know how to manage them." So far as I 
understand the matter, then, Virginia is in tliis position ; there 
are slaves enough in most of the country to mainly exclude 
white labourers from labouring men's occnpations and to make 
the white people dependent on slave-labour for certain things ; 
but the slaves being drawn off almost as fast as they grow up 
to grow cotton in the more Southern States, and those which 
remain being managed with almost as much regard for this 
demand as for the local demand for labour, this local demand 
is not syatomatically provided for ; and even if there were the 
intention to provide for it, there are no sufficient means to 
do so, as the white population increases in number much 
more rapidly than the slave.* I do not mean that no whites 
are employed in the ordinary occupations of slaves in 
Virginia. In some parts there are few or no slaves, and the 
white people who hve in these parts, of course do not live 
without having work done ; but even in these districts it is 
hardly possible to find men or women, who are wilHng and 
able to serve others well and faithfully, on wages. In some 
parts whito working men also drift in slowly from the Free 
States, but they are too few and scattered to perceptibly 
affect the habits of the people and customs of the country, 

* Fiom 1850 to I860, the rate of incrense of the free population hns befn 
16-+4 per cpDt ; of the slave, 3'88. (From a recent official statement of the 
Census Office.) A somewliat parallel c»se to that of t]w Viigiiiia slaveholder is 
that a( a bieocler of blooded slock. A Flyin;; Dutohimn is u»d upon occnsiaQ as 
n chaiger, but under no pressui-e of the harvest will yon lind him put tefore tha 

Biucii" to be used in such ajij auuh ivoik. Instani^es of tliis are given heiailler, 
VOL. I. I 
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while they rapiilly adapt themselves to th^e habits and 
ciiatomB. Thus it is qiieationable if as yet they do not add 
more to the general demand for labour than they supply to 
reduce it. 

Still, it is where slaves remain in the greatest numbers, 
proportionately to the whites, that the scarcity of labourers, 
or what is practically the same thing, the cost of getting 
desirable work done, is most obvious. Schools, churches, 
roads, bridges, fences, houses, stables, are all more Sequent, 
and in better repair, where the proportion of whites to slaves 
islarge, than in the " negro counties," as some are popularly 
designated, from the preponderance of the slave population 
in them. I find tliis observation confirmed by an examination 
of the Census returns and other documents. 

In the North-western counties, Cabell, Mason, Brooke, and 
Tyler, in or adjoining which there are no large towns, but a 
free labouring population, mth slaves in ratio to the freemen 
as one to lifte«n only, the value of land is over seven dollars 
and tliree quarters an acre. 

In Southampton, Smrrey, James Town and New Kent, in 
which tlie slave population is as 1 to 2'2, the value of land is 
but little more than half as much — S4.50 an acre. 

The value of land of course rises with its availability to 
contribute to the wants of meu, and it can only be raade 
available as labour can bu applied to it. 

In Surrey, Prince George, (!Jharles City, and James, adjoin- 
ing counties on James Eiver, and originallj having some of 
the most productive soil in the State, and now supplied with 
the public conveniences whicli have accrued in two hundred 
years of occupation by a civilized and Christian commimity, 
the number of slaves being at present, to that of wliitea as 
1 to 1-9, the value of land is but S 6 an acre. 

In Fairfas, another of the first settled counties, and in 
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wLicli, twenty-years ago, land was even less in value than in 
the James Eiver conntieSj it is now become woiih twice as 

The slave population, once greater than tliat of whites, has 
been reduced by emigration and sab, till there are now leas 
than half as many slaves as whites. In the place of slaves 
has come another sort of people. The change which has 
taken place, and the cause of it, is thus simply described in 
the Agricultural Eeport of the County to the Commissioner 
of Patents.* 

"Ill appearance, the county is so changed in miMiy purta, that n travel- 
ler who passed over it ten years ago would not now recognize it. Thon- 
sandaaud tliousands of acres had been cnlttvated in tobacco by the former 
proprietors, would not pay tbe cost, and were abandoned as wortlilcss, and 
became covered with a wilderness of pinea. Tliese lands liave been pur-, 
chased by Northern emigraiita ; tbe large tracts divided and subdivided 
and cleared of piues ; aud ucat &rtn-housea and barns, with smiling fluids 
of grain and grass in the season, salute the delighted gaze of tiic beholder. 
Ten years ago it was a mooted question wliether Fairfiix, lajida could bo 
made productive ; and if so, would they pay the coat ? This problem haa 
been satisfactorily solved by many, and in consequence of the above ullci'ed 
Elute of things schoui-houses and churchca have doubled in numliet." 

The following suWtantiates what I have said of the inavail- 
ability of the native whites for supplying the place of the 
negroes exported to the cotton plantations. 

From the Paleat O^ax Keportfor 1M7, 
"As to the piice of labour our meclianics charge from one to tivo 
dollars a day. As to agiicnlturil labour we liiive none. Our poor nre 
poor beeanao tJiey wiil not irirl tl cielort are seldom employed. 

" Chas, Yancey, 
BiKkingham Co., Virgaiia." 

The sentence, " A" to agricultural labour, we have none," 
must mean no free labour, the number of slaves in this county 
being according to the Census 8,161, or nearly 3,000 more 
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tJiaa the wtole white population. There are also 250 free 
negroes in the county. 

Pi-om a Correspoadent of Ih^ ' Aiaericaa Agrieuitaria,' F^. U, 1855. 
"As to labourers, we work chiefly slaves, not because they ate cheaper, 
but rather because tliey ore the only rel'iaJile labour we can get. The 
wliitus here engage tt> woit for less price tJioa the blacke can be got for ; 
yet they will not work well, and rarely work out the time ^eeijied. If any 
of your Mends come here and wish to nork whites, I would advise Uiem 
by all meana to bring them with them ; for our wliite labotu^rs are fer 
inferior to our blacks, and our hlack hLboiir is hi inferior to what we read 
and hear of voar labourers " C G G 

Albemarle to , liigmia 

In Uhemaile theie are ovei thirteen tliouband blasts to 
ie'is than twelve thou'iand whiter 

Amone; the native Yii^miani I hnd mo&t mtelhgent men, 
■\ery reaJy to as'^ert that alaverj is no di^aJvantage to Vir- 
ginia and as necessary to the maintenance of this aiscition, 
that slave lahonr is no dearer than free labour, that is, than 
tiee labour viouldbe, if slavery did not exist. Itise\en said— - 
and, as I have shown, it is practically true, at least wherever 
slavery has not in a great measure withdrawn from the field- 
that white labour cannot live in competition with slave-labour. 
In other words, the holder of slave-labour controls the local 
market for labour, and the cost of slave-labour fixes the cost 
of everything whicli is produced by slave-labour. But it is a 
mistake which the Virgiiiians generally make, when they jump 
from this to the conclusion that slave-labour is therefore 
cheaper under all circumstances than free-labour. It is 
evident that slaves are valuable for another purpose than 
to supply the local demand for their labour, namely, to supply 
the demand of the cotton planter' ; consequently those slaves 
which are employed to supply tlie local demand, must be 
employed either at a loss, or at what they are worth to the 
cotton planter. Whether this is more or less than fre&- 
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labour-would coat if the field were open, can only be ascer- 
tained by comparing the coat of elave-labonr in Yirginia with 
the coat of free-labour in the Free States, 

An exact comparison on a large acale I cannot find the means 
of making, but I baTO taken a great many notes which lead 
me with confidence to a few important general conclusions. 

Wages. — ^llany thousand slaves have been hired in Eastern 
Virgima diiring the time of my visit. The wages paid for able 
working men— sound, healthy, in good condition, and with no 
especial vices, firom twenty to thirty years old — are from 8110 
to S 140 ; the average, as nearly as I can ascertain, irom very 
extended inqniry, being g 120 per year, with board and lodg- 
ing, and certain other expenses. These wages must represent 
exactly the cost of slave-iabour, because any considerations 
which wonld prevent the owner of a slave disposing of his 
labour for those wages, when the labour for his own purposes 
woold not be worth as much, are so many hindrances upon 
the free digptsal of his property, and thereby deduct from its 
actual value, as measured with money. 

As the large majority of slaves are employed in agricnltural 
labour, and many of tliose, hired at the prices I have men- 
tioned, are taken directly from the labour of the farm, and are 
skilled in no other, these wages represent the cost of agricul- 
tural labour in Eastern Virginia. 

In New York, the usual wages for similar men, if Ameri- 
cans, white or black, are exactly the same in the money part ; 
for Irish or Grerman labourers the most common wag^ are 

10 per month, for summer, and g 8 per month, for winter, 
or from g96 to Sl20 a year, the average being about 
gl08. 

The hirer has, in addition to paying wages for the slave, to 
feed and to clothe him ; the free labourer ruijuires also to be 
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I, but -not to be clothed by his employer. The opinion 
is universal in Virginia, that the slaves are bettor fed than the 
Northern labonrera. This is, however, a mistake, and we 
must consider that the board of the Northern labourer would 
cost at least as much more as the additional cost of clothing 
to the slave. Comparing man with man, with reference simply 
to et[iiality of muscular power and endurance, my final judg- 
ment is, that the wages for common labourers are twenty-five 
per cent, higher in Virginia than in New York, 

Loss from disabiliiy of the labourer. — This to the employer 
of free labourers need be nothing. To the slave-master it 
is of varying consequence : sometimes small, often exces- 
sively emljarrassing, and always a subject of anxiety and sus- 
picion, I have not yet made the inquiry on any plantation 
where as many as twenty negroes arc employed together, that 
I have not found one or more of the field-hands not at work, 
on account of some illness, strain, bruise, or wound, of which 
he or she was complaining ; and in such cases the proprietor 
or overseer has, I think, never failed to express his suspicion 
that the invalid was really as well able to work as anyone else 
on the plantation. It is said to he nearly ae difficult to form 
a satisfectory diagnosis of negroes' disoi-ders as it is of infanta', 
because their imagination of symptoms is so vivid, and because 
not the smallest reliance is to be placed on their accounts of 
what they have felt or done. If a man is really ill, he fears 
lest he should be thought to be simulating, and therefore 
exaggerates ail his pains, and locates them in whatever he 
supposes to be the most vital parts of his system. 

Frequently the invalid slaves neglect or refuse to use the 
remedies prescribed for their recovery. They conceal pilla, 
for instance, under their tongue, and declare that they have 
swallowed them, when, from their producing no efieet, it will 
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be afterwards evident that they have not. This general 
custom I heard ascribed to habit, acquired when they were 
not very ill, and were loth to be made quite well enough to 
bave to go to wort again, 

Amuaing incidents, Uluatrating this difficulty, I have heard 
narrated, showing that the slave rather eojoys getting a severe 
■wound that lays him up : — he has his hand crushed by the 
fii.11 of a piece of timber, and after the pain is alleviated, is 
heard to exclaim, "Bress dec Lord — der haan b'long to 
masstsr — don't reckon dis chile got no more com to hoe dis 
yaar, no how." 

Mr. II., of Kortb Carolina, observed to me, in relation to 
this difhcidty, that a man who had had much experience with 
negroes could generally tell, with a good deal of certainty, by 
their tongue, and their pulse, and their general aspect, whether 
they were really ill or not. 

" Last year," said be, " I hired out one of my negroes to a 
railroad contractor, I suppose that he found he had to work 
harder than he would on the plantation, and became discon- 
tented, and one night he left the camp without asking leave. 
The next day he stopped at a pubiic-bouse, and toH the 
people he had fallen sick workmg on the railroad, and was 
going home to his master. They suspected he had run away, 
and, as he had no pass, they arrested him and sent him to 
the jail. In the night the sheriff sent me word that there 
was a hoy, who said he belonged to me, in the jail, and he 
was very sick indeed, and I had better come and take care of 
him. I suspected how it was, and, as I was particularly 
engaged, I did not go near him till tovrards night, the next 
day. When I came to look at him, and heard his story, I 
felt quite sure tliat he was not sick ; but, as he pretended to 
he suffering vei-y much, I told the sheriff to give him plenty of 
salts and senna, and to be careful that he did not get much 
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of anything to cat. The next day I got a letter from tha 
contractor, telling me that my nigger had run away, without 
any cause. So I rode over to the jail again, and told them to 
continue the same treatment until the boy got a good deal 
worse or a good deal better. Well, the raseul kept it up for 
a week, all the tirae groaning so, you'd think be couldn't live 
many hours longer ; hut, after he liad been in seven days, be 
all of a sudden eaid he'd got well, and wanted something to 
eat. Aa soon as I heard of it, I sent them word to give him 
a good paddling,* and handcuff him, and send him back to 
the railroad. I bad to pay them for taking up a runaway, 
besides the sheriff's fees, and a week's board of tlie boy to the 
connty." 

But the same gentleman admitted that he had sometimes 
been mistaken, and had made men go to work when tbey 
afterwards proved to be really ill ; therefore, when one of his 
people told him he was not able to work, he usually thought, 
" Very likely he'll be all the better for a day's reat, whether 
he's really ill or not," and would let bim off without being 
particular in his examination. Lately he had been getting a 
new overseer, and when he was engaging him, he told him 
that this was hia way. The overseer repbed, " It's my way, 
too, now ; it didn't use to be, but I had a lesson. There waa 
a nigger one day at Mr, ■— — 's who was sulky and complain- 
ing ; he said he couldn't work, I looked at his tongue, and 
it was right clean, and I thought it was nothing but damned 
sulkines.s, so I paddled him, and made him go to work ; but, 
two days after, he was under ground. He waa a good eight 
hundred dollar nigger, and it was a lesson to me about taming 
possums, that I ain't agoing to forget in a hurry," 

Tlie liability of women, especially, to disorders and irre- 
gularities which cannot be detected by exterior symptoms, bub 
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which may be easily aggravated mto serious complaints, 
rendera many of them nearly \'alueless for work, because of the 
ease with which they can impose upon their owners. " The 
women on a plantation," said one extensive Virginian slave- 
owner to me, " will hardiy earn their salt, after they come to 
the breeding age : they don't come to the field, and yon go to 
the quarters, and ask the old nurse what's the matter, and she 
says, ' Oh, she's not well, mastei" ; she not fit to work, sir ;' 
and what can you do ? You have to take her word for it tliat 
something or other is the matter with her, and you dare not 
set her to work ; and so she lay up till she feels like taking 
the air again, and plaj's the lady at your expense." 

I was on a plantation where a woman had been exeufied 
from any sort of labour for more than two years, on the sup- 
position that she was djdng of phthisis. At last the overseer 
discovered that she was employed as a milliner and dress- 
maker by all tiie other coloured ladies of the vicinity ; and 
upon tiiking her to the house, it was found that she had 
actpured a remarkable skill in these vocations. She was hired 
out the next year to a iashionable dress-maker in town, at 
handsome wages ; and as, after that, she did not again " raise 
bbod," it was supposed that when she had done so before, it 
had been by artificial means. Such tricks every army and 
navy sitrgeon is famihar with. 

The interraption and disarrangement of operations ot li 
hour, occasioned by slaves " mnnuig away," trequenth c^u?c'^ 
great inconvenience and loss to those who employ them It is 
said to often occur when no immediate moti\e can be gue&sed 
at for it — when the slave has been well treated, well ted and 
not o-\er-woiked, and when he will be sure to lufter hardship 
from it, and be aabject to severe punishment on his return, oi 
if he la aiu^ht 

This IS olttrn mentioned to illiisti-ate the mgialitude anl 
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especial depravity of tlie African race. I should suspect it to 
iDe, if it cannot be otherwise accounted for, the natural in- 
stinct of freedom in a man, working out capriciously, as the 
wild instincts of domesticated beasts and birds sometimes do. 

But the learned Dr. Cartwright, of the University of 
Louisiana, bdievea that slaves are subject to a peculiar form 
of mental disease, termed by him Drapeiomcinia, which, like 
a malady that eats are liable to, manifests itself bv an irre- 
atrainable propensity to run away; Mid in a work on the 
diseases of negroes, highly esteemed at the South for its 
patriotism and erudition, he advises planters of the proptor 
preventive and curative measure to be tak^i for it. 

He asserts that, "with the advantage of proper medical 
advice, strictly followed, this troublesome practice of running 
away, that many negroes have, can be almost entirely pre- 
vented." Its symptoms and the usual empirical practice on 
the plantations are described: "Before negroes run away, 
imless they are frightened or panic-struck, they become sulky 
and di^atisfled. The cause cf this sulkiness and dissatis- 
fection should be inquired into and removed, or they are apt 
to run away or fall into the negro consumption." "When sulky 
or dissatisfied without cause, the experience of those having 
most practice with drafetomanin, tlie Doctor thinks, has been 
in favoiu: of "whipping them mii of it." It is vulgarly 
called, "whipping the devil oul of them," he afterwards 
informs us. 

Another droll sort of " indisposition," thought to he pecu- 
liar to the slaves, and which must greatly affect their value, 
as compared with free labourers, is described by Dr. Cart- 
vfright, as follows : — 

" Dvs^KTHEarA -Ethiopica, or Hebetude of Mind and Obtuse Sensibility 
of Boiij. • * • From tlio cafeleas moTements of the indivlfluala afltcted 
with tius complaint, they are apt to do much tniacinef, which appears as if 
utuiitioual, but is moatlj" oning to tlie atiipldnesa of niiiid aod iiisenaibility 



HosBdb, Google 



123 

of the nerves induoed hy tlie disease. Tlius they breab, mtste, any 
destroj everything tliey handle — ivbnae horses and cattle — tear, bnrn, or 
rtiiid their own clothing, and, paying no attention to tile rights of property, 
Etea! othei-a to replace what they have destroyed. Tliey wander abont at 
night, and keep iu a half-nodding atato by day. Tliey slight their work — 
not up corn, caao, cotton, and tubacco, when hoeing it, as if for pnre mis- 
chief. TJley raiae distnrbonoea with their overseers, and among their 
fellow- servants, witliont canse or motive, and seem to be insensible to pitia 
when subjected to (lunishinent. • * • 

" When left to himseit the negro indulges in hia natural disposition to 
idleness and sloth, and does not take esercise enouj^li to eipand hia lungs 
and vitalize liis blood, but dozes out a miserable existenee in tlie mi<lst of 
filth and uncl^nlineas, biiing too indolent, and having too little energy of 
mind, to provide for iiimself proper food and comfortable ciotliing and 
lodging. TJie conaoquence is, tliut the blood becoioea so highly carbon- 
ized and deprived of osygen that it not only becomes unfit to stimulate 
the brain lo energy, but nnfit to stimulate the nerves of sensation distri- 
buted to the body. * * • 

" I'liis is the disease called Dyaxitlies'a (a Oreck term expressing the 
dall or obtuse sensation that always attends the complaint). Wlien roused 
from slotli tiy tlie stimulus of hanger, he takes anything he can lay liia 
bands on, and tramples on the rights as well ea on the property of others, 
with perfect indilferenee. When driven to lubanr by the compulsive 
power of tho wliite man, he performs the task assigned to him in a head- 
long, careless manner, treading down with his feet or catting with bis hoe 
the phiHta he is pat to cultivate^brwikiiig the tools he works with, and 
spoiling everytliing he tonohes that can be injured by careless liandling. 
Hence the overseers call it 'rascality,' supposing that the mischief is 
mtentioually done. * " • 

" Tlie ti,nn, ' rascality,' j^ven to this disease by overseers, is founded on 
an orroneona hypothesis, and leads t^t an incorrect empirical treatment, 
winch seldom or never cures it." 

There aro many eomplaiuts described iu Dr. Oartwright's 
treatise, ta wliich the negroes, in slavery, seem to be pecu- 
liarly subject. 

"More fiital than any other is congestion of the lungs, peH^mumoma 
ntit/io, often called cold plague, etc. * * * 

" The FravAxtia, Piam, or Yawa, is a oontajious disease, commuidcable 
by contact among those wlio greatly neglect cleanliness. It is supposed 
to be commniiicable, in a modiSed form, to the white race, among whom 
it resembles pseudo syphilis, or some disease of tiie nose, tliroat, or 

- Ni;grj-co;isuiHptijiJ, a ilisease oliuoat unknown to medioii! men of the 
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Noi-thcrn Stales and of Europe, is also sometimes fearfully preraleiit 
among tlie slaves. ' It is of importauoe,* says the Doctor, ' lo know tlie 
pathognomic signs in its early stages, not only in regard to its treatment, 
but Ut detect impositions, as negroes afSicteil with this complaint are 
often Cor sale : the eeceleratiun of the pulso, on exercise, incapauitiites 
tiiem for labonr, as they quickly ^ve out, and have to ienve their work. 
This induces their owners to sell tliera, although they may not know tha 
caase of tlieir inability to labour. Hany of the negroes brought South, for 
sale, are in the incipient stages of tliis disease ; tliey are found to be 
inefficient labourers, and are sold in consequence tliereof. The effect of 
BuperBtitiou— a firm belief Ihat ho is poisoned or conjured—upon tlis 
patienl^s mind, alreudy in a morbid stiite (dystestheun^ and his beallh 
affecled from hard usage, orer-tusking or exposure, want of wholesome 
food, good clothing, warm, comfortablo lodging, with the distressing idea 
(sometimes) that lie is an object of hatred or dislike, both to his master or 
fellow-serrants, and has tio one to befriend biro, tends directly to generate 
that orythism of mind wMch is tha essential cause of negro-consumption.' 
* • * ' Bemedies diould be assisted by removing the original caii»e of tlie 
dissatisfaction or trouble of mind, and by using every means lo make tbo 
patient comfortable, satisfied, nndhoppy.'" 

Longing for home generates a distinct maladyj known to 
physicians as Nostalgia, and there is a suggestive analogy 
between the treatment commonly employed to ciire it and 
that recommended in this last advice of Dr. Caxtwright, 

DiseipUne. — Under the slave sj"stem of labour, discipline 
must always be maintained by physical power. A lady of 
New York, spending a winter in a Southern city, had a hired 
slave^ervant, who, one day, refused outright to perform some 
ordinary light domestic duty required of her. On the lady's 
gently remonstrating with her, she immediately replied : 
" You can't make me do it, and I won't do it : I aint afeard 
of you whippin' me." The servant was right ; theladyconld 
not whip her, and was too tender-hearted to call in a man, or 
to send her to the guard-house to be whipped, as is the 
castom with Southern lathes, when their patience is exhansted, 
under such circumstances. She endeavoured, by kindness 
and by appeals to the girl's good sense, to obtain a moral 
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control over her ; but, after saffering continual annoyance 
and inconvenience, and after an intense trial of her feelings, 
for some time, she was at length obliged to go to her owner, 
aad beg him to come and take her away from the house, on 
any terms. It was no better tlian having a lunatic or a mis- 
chievous and pilfering monomaniac quartered on her.* 

But often when courage and physical power, with the 
strengtli of the militia force and tlie army of the United 
States, if required, at the back of tlie rciaster, are not want- 
ing, thei-e are a great variety of circumstances that make a 
resort to piinishnient inconvenient, if not impossible. 

Really well-trained, accomplished, and docile house-servantB 
are seldom to be purchased or hired at the South, though 
they are found in old wealthy fe,milies rather oftener than 
first-iate English or French servants are at the North. It 
is, doubtless, a convenience to have even moderately good 
servants who cannot, at any time of their improved value or 
your necessity, demand to have their pay increased, or who 
cannot be drawn away from you by prospect of smaller 
demands and kinder treatment at your neighbour's ; but I 
beheve few of those who are incessantly murmuring against 
this healthy operation of God's good law of supply and 
demand would be willing to purchase exemption from it, at the 
price with which the mast«rs and misti-esses of the South do. 
They would pay, to get a certain amount of work done, thi'ee 
or four tunes as much, to the owner of the best sort of hired 
slaves, as they do to the commonest, stupid^t Irish domestic 
dradges at the North, though the nommal wages by the week 
or year, in Virginia, are but httle more than in New York. 

• The Ric/imoad Amerioaa has a letter fiom linltigh, N.C^ dated Sept. 18, 
wMthfiajg; "Onyerterday moi-ning, a bsautiful young ladj, M iss \ irginia Ftost, 
d.1iighler of Austin Frost, aa enginBW on the Patei-sbiii^ and Weldon HHilnad, and 
lesirling in this city, nas ahcit by .1 negro Ei'V and tii'ed instimlly. C:iu*e — re- 
proving hei- fur insolent L.nguiiKf-" 
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The number of soryants usually found in a Southern ikmiiy, 
of any pretension, always amaaea a Northern lady. In one 
that I have visited, there are exactly three negroes to each 
white, the negroes being employed solely in the house. 

(A Southern lady, of an old and -wealthy family, who had 
been for some time visiting a friend of mine in New York, 
said to her, as she was prepai'ing to return home : " I cannot 
teU you how much, after being in your house so long, I dread 
to go home, and to have to take care of our scn'ants again. 
We have a much smaller fiimily of whites tlian you, but we 
have twelve servants, and yom two accomplish a great deal 
more, and do their work a great deal bettor than our twelve. 
You think your girls are very stupid, and that they give you 
much trouble : but it is aa nothing. There is hardly one of 
our servants that can be trusted to do the simplest work 
without being stood over. If I order a room to be cleaned, 
or a fire to be made in a distant chamber, I never' can he sure 
I am obeyed unless I go there and see for myself. If I send 
a girl out to get anything I want for preparing the dinner, 
she is as likely as not to forget what is wanted, and not to 
come back tiU after the time at which dinner should he ready. 
A hand-organ in the street wiU draw all my girls out of the 
house ; and while it remains near us I have no more com- 
mand over them than over so many monkeys. The parade 
of a mihtary company has sometimes entirely prevented me 
from having any dinner cooked ; and when the servants, 
standing in the square looking at the soldiers, see my husband 
coming after them, they only laugh, and run away to the 
other side, hke playful children.* And, when I reprimand 
them, they only say they don't mean to do anything wrong, 

• In the «ity of Culumbia, S.C., thf p»lice are required to pievgiit the negioes 
from iiuiriing in this way after the milii.iiy. Any negi-o neglecting to leave the 
'Jicinity of a parade, "when ordereti by a poiia'Difiti or any tniljlary officer^ is nv 
quired, by the ordinance, to be Hliipped at the guai-d -house. 
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or they won't do it again, all the time langhhig as thongh it 
was all a joke. They don't mind it at all. They are jast as 
playful and careless as any wilful child ; and they never will 
do any work if you don't compel thorn.") 

The slaye employer, if he finds he has heea so unfortunate 
as to hire a sulky servRiit, who cannot be made to work to his 
advantage, has no remedy hut to soHcit from his owner a de- 
duction from the price he has agreed to pay for his labour, on 
the same ground that one would from a livery-atahlo keeper, 
if he had engaged a horse to go s, journey, but found that he 
was not strong or skilful enough to keep him upon the road. 
But, if the slave is the property of his employer, and becomes 
" rascally," the usual remedy is that which the veterinary 
surgeon recoiamended when he was called upon for advice 
how to cure a jibing horse : " iSeZZ him, my lord." "Easeals" 
are " sent South " from Virginia, for the cure or alleviation of 
their complaint, in much greater nombei's than consumptives 
are from the more Northern States. 

"How do you manage, then, when a man misbehaves, or 
is sick ?" I liave been o|ten asked by Southerners, in discus- 
sing this question. 

If he is sick, I simply charge against him every half day 
of the time he is off work, and deduct it from his wages. If 
lie is careless, or refuses to do what in reason I demand of 
him, I discharge him, paying him ^vages to the time he 
leaves. With new men in whom I have not confidence, I 
make a written agreement, before witnesses, on engaging 
them, that will permit me to do this. As for " rascality," I 
never bad hut one case of anything approaehing to what you 
call so, A man insolently contradicted me in the field: I 
told him to leave his job and go to the house, took hold and 
finished it myself, tlicn went to the house, made out a written 
statemiint of account, counted out the balance in money due to 
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liim, gave him the statement and tie money, and told him he 
mnst go. He knew that he had failed of his duty, and that 
the law would sustain me, and we parted in a friendly manner, 
he eipreasing regret that his temper had driven him from a 
situation which had been agreeable and satisfactory to him. 
The probability is, that this single experience educated him 
so &r that hia nest employer would have no occasion to com- 
plain o£ his "rascality;" and I very much doubt if any 
amount of corporeal punishment would have improved his 
temper in the least. 

" Sogering." — That slaves have to be " humoured " a great 
deal, and that they veiy frequently cannot be made to do their 
master's will, I have seen much evidence. Not that they often 
directly refuse to obey an order, but when they are directed 
to do anything for which they have a disinclination, they 
undertake it in such a way tliat the desired result is sure 
not to be accomphBheil, They cannot be driven by fear of 
punishment to do that whieh the labourers in free commu- 
nities do cheerfully from their sense of duty, self-respect, or 
regard for their reputation and standing with their employer. 
A gentleman who had some free men in his employment in 
Virginia, that he had procured in New York, told me that 
he had been astonished, when a dam that he had been building 
began to give way in a freshet, to see how much more 
readily than negroes they would obey his orders, and do 
their best without orders, running into the water waist-deep, 
in mid-winter, without any hesitation or grumbling. 

The manager of a large candle-factory in London, in which 
the labourers are treated with an unusual degree of confidence 
and generosity, writes tlius in a report to his directors : — 
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mere driving of t!ie men and boys, !^ onreelves and thoso in authority 
under us, would have produced tlie sudden and very great increasp of 
manufoctare, neeesscu'v for keeping pace witli this denimd It Lus been 
efCbcted only by tlie hearty good-wiU with which tlie tai^lory lias woikud, 
the men and boys making the great extra extrt on, winch tliey saw to ba 
necessary to prevoiit our getting hopolCHBly m arrenra witli tlie orders, as 
heartily as if the question had been, how to avert aome difficulty tlireaten- 
ing theinseives personttliy. One of the foremen rtniarked vitli truth, a 
fen days back : ' To look on them, one would tlimk each was engaged in 
a little business of Ins own, bo oa to have only liimeelf affected by the 
results of his work.' " 

A fermer in Lincolnshire, England, told me that once, 
dnring an extraordinary harvest season, he had a number of 
labourers at work without leaving the field or taking any 
repose for sixty hours — he himseK working with them, and 
eating and drinking only with them during all the time. Such 
services men may give voluntarily, from their own regard to 
the value of property to be vi\ ed b^ it, or hi the purpose of 
establishing then credit as worth f;ojd wages but ti require 
it of slaves would b intensely cruel if not actually impos 
Bible. A man can work exces'^neh on his own impulse as 
much easier than he cm be diiven ti by another as a 
horse travels easier in going tow aids his accustomed stable 
than in going from it I mean — and every min who has ever 



served as a sailor or a soldiei will know that it ii 



> imagi 



nary effect — that the actual fatigue, the waste of bodily energy, 
the expenditure of the physical capacity, is greater in one 
case than the other. 

Sailors and soldiers both, are led by certain inducements to 
place themselves within certain limits, and for a certain time, 
both defined by contract, in a condition resembling, in many 
particulars, that of slaves ; and, although they are bound by 
their voluntary contract and by legal and moral conside- 
rations to obey orders, the fact that force is also used to 
secure their obedience to their officers, scarcely ever fails to 



Hosted by Google 



130 COTTON AND BLAVEEY. 

produce in them the identical vices which are complained of 
in skyes. They obey the letter, but defeat the intention of 
orders that do not please them ; they are improvident, waste-- 
ful, reckless : they sham illness, and as Dr. Cartwright gives 
specific medical appellations to discontent, laziness, and 
rascality, so among sailors and soldiers, when men suddenly 
find themselves ill and unable to do their duty in times of 
peculiar danger, or when unusual labour ia re^uii-ed, they are 
humorously said to be suifering under an attack of the powder- 
fever, the cape-fever, the ice-fever, the coast-fever, or the reef- 
ing-fever. The counteracting influences to these vices, which 
it is the first effort of every good officer to foster, are, first, 
regard to duty ; second, patriotism ; third, esprit du -corps, 
or professional pride ; fourth, self-respect, or personal pride ; 
fifth, self-interest, hope of promotion, or of bounty, or of 
privileges in mitigation of their hard service, as reward for 
excellence. Things are never quickly done at sea, unless 
they are done with a will, or " cheerly," as the sailor's word 
is — that is, cheerfully. An army ia never efiective in the field 
when depressed in its morale. 

None of these promptings to excellence can be operative, 
except in a very low degree, to counteract the indolent and 
vicious tendencies of the Slavery, much more pure than the 
slavery of the army or the ship, by which the exertions of the 
Virginia labourer are obtained for his employer. 

Incidents, trifling in themselves, constantly betray to a 
stranger what must be the necessary consequences. The cata- 
strophe of one such occurred since I began to write this letter, 
I requested a fire to be made in my room, as I was going 
out this morning. On my return, I found a grand fire— the 
room door having been closed upon it, and, by the way, I had 
to obtain assistance to open it, the lock being " out of order." 
Just now, while I was writing, down tumbled iipon the floor. 
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and rolled away close to the yalaace of the bed, lialf a hod- 
full of ignited coal, which had been so piled up on the grate, 
and left without a fender or any guard, that this result was 
almost ineyitable. And such carelesanesa of servants you 
have momentarily to notice. 

But the constantly-occurring delays, and the waste of time 
and labour that you encounter everywhere, are most annoying 
and provoking to a stranger. At an hotel, for instance, you 
go to your room and find no conveniences for washing ; ring 
and ring again, and hear the office-keeper ring again and 
again. At length two aervaots appear together at your door, 
get orders, and go avray. A quarter of an hour afberwards, 
perhaps, one returns with a pitcher of water, but no towels ; 
and so on. Yet as the servants seem anxioua to please, it can 
only result from want of system and order. 

Until the negro is big enough for his labour to be plainly 
profitable to his master, he has no training .to application or 
metliod, but only to idleness and carelessness. Before the 
children arrive at a working age, they hardly come under tho 
notice of their owner. An inventory of them is taken on the 
plantation at Christmas ; and a planter told me that sonie- 
thoes they escaped the attention of the overseer and were not 
returned at all, till twelve or thirteen years old. The only 
whipping of slaves I have seen in Virginia, has been of these 
wild, iaay children, as they are being broke in to work. They 
cannot be depended upon a minute, out of sight. 

You will see how difficult it would be, if it were attempted, 
to eradicate the indolent, careless, incogitant habits so formed 
in youth, But it is not systematically attempted, and the 
influences that continue to act upon a slave in the same 
direction, cultivating every quality at variance with industry, 
precision, forethought, and providence, are innumerable. 

It is not wonderful that the habits of the whole community 
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slioiild be influenced by, and be made to accommodate to these 
habits of its labourere. It irresistibly afi'ects the whole in- 
dustrial character of the people. You may see it in the 
habits and. manners of tlie free white mechanics and trades- 
people. All of these must have dealings or be in competition 
with slaves, and so have their standai'd of excellence made 
low, and becomo accustomed to, until they are content with 
slight, felse, unsomid workmanship. You notice in all classes, 
vagueness in ideas of cost and ^-aluo, and injudicious and un- 
necessary espenditure of labour by a thoughtless manner of 
setting about work.* For instance, I noticed arivet loose in 
my umbrella, as I was going out from my hotel during a 
shower, and stepped into an adjoining shop to have it repaired. 

" I can't do it m less than half an hour, sir, and it will be 
worth a quarter," said the locksmith, replying to inquiries. 

" I shouldn't think it need take you so long— it is merely 
a rivet to be tightened." 

" I shall have to take it all to pieces, and it will take me 
all of half an hour." 

" I don't think you need take it to pieces." 

" Yea, I shall — there's no other way to do it." 

" Then, as I can't well wait so long, I will not trouble 
you with it;" and I went back to the hotel, and with 
the fire-poker did the work myself, in less than a minute, as 
well as he eoidd have done it in a week, and went on my 
way, saving half an hour and quarter of a dollar, like a 
" Yankee." 

Virginians laugh at us for such things : but it is because 
they are indifferent to these fractions, or, as they say, above 
regarding them, tbat they cannot do their own business with 
the rest of the world ; and all their commerce, as they are 

* Aship'sofficertoMmetliat helia<l noticed Ihflt it took just about tliifeiinie* 
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absurdly complaiiiiag, only goes to enrich Nortliem men. 
A man forced to labour under their system is morally driven 
to indolence, earelesanesa, indifference to the results of skill, 
heedlessness, inconstancy of purpose, improvidence, and 
extravagance. Precisely the opposite qualities are those 
■which are encouraged, and inevitably developed in a man 
who has to make his living, and earn all his comfort by his 
voluntarily-directed labour. 

" It is with dogs," says an authority on the subject, " as 
it is with horses ; no work is so well done as that which is 
done cheerfully," And it is with men, both black and white, 
as it is with horse^s and with dogs; it is even more so, 
because the strength and cunning of a man is less adapted to 
being "broken" to the will of another than that of either 
dogs or horses. 

Work aecomplislied in a given time. — Mr. T, K. Griscom, 
of Petersburg, Virginia, stated to me, that be once took accu- 
rate account of the labour expended in harvesting a large 
field of wheat; and the result was that one quarter of an 
acre a day was secured for each able hand engaged in cra- 
dlhig, raking, and binding. The crop was light, yielding not 
over six bushels to the acre. In New York a gang of fair 
eradlers and binders would be expected, under ordinary 
circumstances, to secure a cr-op of wheat, yielding from 
twenty to thirty bushels to the acre, at the rate of about two 
acres a day for each man, 

Mr. Griscom formerly resided in New Jersey ; and since 
living in Virginia has had the superintendence of very large 
agricultural operations, conducted with slave-labour. After 
I had, in a letter, intended for publication, made use of this 
testimony, I called upon him to ask if he would object to my 
giving his name with it. Ho was so good as to permit me to 
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do BO, and said that I might add that the ordinary waste in 
harveaticg wheat in Virginia, through the carelessness of the 
negroes, heyond that which occiirs in the hands of ordinary 
Northern labourers, is equal in value to what a Northern 
farmer would oftfln consider a satisfiictory profit on his crop. 
He also wished me to say that it was his deliberate opinion, 
formed not without much and accurate observation, that four 
Virginia slaves do not, when engaged in ordinary agricultural 
operations, accomplish as much, on an average, as one 
ordinary free farm labourer in Kew Jersey. 

Mr. Griscom is well known at Petersburg as a man remark- 
able for accuracy and preoiseness ; and no man's judgment 
on this subject coidd be entitled to more respect. 

Another man, who had superintended labour of the same 
character at the North and in Virginia, whom I questioned 
closely, agreed entirely with Mr. Griscom, believing that 
four negroes had to be supported on every farm in the Stat© 
to accomplish the same work which was ordinarily done by one 
free labourer in New York. 

A clergyman from Connecticut, who had resided for many 
years in Virginia, told me that what a slave expected to spend 
a day upon, a Northern iabouier would, he was confident, 
usually accomplish by eleven o'clock in the morning. 

In a letter on this subject, most of the facts given in which 
have been already narrated in this volume, written from Vir- 
ginia to the New York Times, I expressed the conviction 
that, at the most, not more than one-half as much labour was 
ordinarily accomplished in Virginia by a certain number of 
slaves, in a given time, as by an equal number of free labourers 
in New York. The pubhcation oi this letter induced a num- 
ber of persons to make pubhc the c inclu;5iona of tlieir own 
experience or observations on this subject So far as I know, 
these, in every case, sustuneJ rm conclusions, or, if any doubt 
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was expressed, it was that I had imdei'-estimated the superior 
ecoaomy of free-labour. As affording evidence more valuable 
than my own on this important point, from the better oppor- 
tunities of forming sound judgment, which a residence at dif- 
ferent times, in both Virginia and a Free State had given the 
writers, I have repiinted, in an Appendix, two of these letters, 
together with a quantity of other testimony from Southern 
witnesses on this subject, which I beg the reader, who has any 
doubt of the correctness of my information, not to neglect. 

"Drtving." — On mentioning to a gentleman in Virginia 
(who believed that slave-labour was better and cheaper than 
free-!abour), Mr, Griscom's observation, he replied ; that with- 
out doubting the correctness of the statement of that particular 
instance, he was sure that if four men did not harvest more 
than an acre of wheat a day, they could not have been well 
" driven." He knew that, if properly driven, threatened with 
punishment, and punished if necessary, negroea would do as 
much work as it was possible for any white man to do. The 
same gentleman, however, at another time, told me that 
negroes were seldom punished ; not oftener, he presumed, than 
apprentices were, at the Nortli ; that the driving of them was 
generally left to overseers, who were the laziest and most 
worthless dogs in the world, frequently not demanding higher 
wages for their services than one of the negroes whom they 
were given to manage might be hired for. Another gentle- 
man told me that he would rather, if the law would permit it, 
have some of his negroes for overseers, than any white man 
he had ever been able to obtain-in that capacity. 

Another planter, whom I requested to examine a letter on 
the subject, that I had prepared for the Times, that he might, 
if he could, refute my calculations, or give me any facts of an 
opposite character, after reading it said : " The truth is, that, 
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in general, a slave does not do half the work h 
and which, by being haisb enough with him, he can be made 
to do. \Vhen I came into pc^session of my plantation, I soon 
found the overseer then npon it was good for nothing, and 
(old him I had no further occasion for his services : I then 
went to driving the negroes myself In the morning, when I 
went out, one of them came up to me and asked what work 
he should go about. I told him to go into the swamp and 
cut some wood. '"Well, massa,' said he, ' e'poae you wants 
me to do kordins we'a been use to doin' ; ebery nigger cut 
a cord ft day.' ' A cord ! that's what yon have been used to 
doing, is it?' said I. 'Yes, massa, dat's wot dey always 
makes a nigger do roun' heab — a cord a day, dat's allers de 
task,' 'Well, now, old man,'* said I, 'yon go and cut me 
two cords to-day.' ' Oh, massa ! two cords ! Nobody couldn' 
do dat. Oh ! massa, dat's too hard ! Nebber heard o' 
nobody's cuttin' more'n a cord o' wood in a day, roun' heah. 
No nigger couldn' do it.' 'Well, old inan, you have two 
cords of wood cut to-night, or to-morrow morning you will 
have two hundred lashes — that's all there is about it. So, 
look sharp '' Of course he did it and no negro has ever cut 
leas than tv^o cord-* a da\ fcr me smce, though my neigh- 
bi urs still get but one cord It wai5 just so with a great 
many other things — mtuim^ lails I always have two 
hunhei nils mauled in a da\ just twice what it is the 
LUi>t( m m our counti} to expect of a negro, and just twice 
as many as my negroes had been made to do before I managed 
tliem myself. 

This only makes it more probable that the amount of labour 
ordinarily and generally performed by slaves in Virginia is 

• " Old Man " h a oommoii title of adJitss to any miJJIp-agod nogi'o in Vir. 
giiiia wliose niime i» not known. " Uoy " onii " Old Jinn " may be applied to the 
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Tery small, compared witli that done by the lalioarera of the 
Free States. 

Of course, it does not follow that ali articles produced by 
such labour cost four times as much as in New York. There 
are other eleaients of cost besides labour, as land and fuel. 
I could not have a bushel of lime or salt or coal dug for me 
on my ferm at Statsn Island at any price. There are farms 
in Virginia where either could be obtained by au hour's 
labour. 

Yet now, as I think of all the homes of which I have had a 
glimpse, it does nat seem to ma that men who are reputed to 
be worth ^400, 000 liave equal advantages of wealth here 
with those whose property is valued at a quarter that, in the 
Eastern Free States ; men with ^40,000 live not as well here, 
all things considered, as men worth ^10,000 at the North ; 
and the larmer who owns half a dozen negroes, and who I 
suppose must be called worth giOOO, does not approach in 
his possession of civiHzed comfort, tlie well-to-do working 
man with us, who rents a small house, and whose property 
consists in its furniture, hb tools, skill, and strength, and who 
has a few hundi'ed dollars laid up in the Saviags-Bank, 
against a rainy day. I do not need to ask a farmer, tlien, any 
longer why he hfts his stable door into its place, and fastens 
it by leaning a log against it, as he evidently has been doing 
for years. He cannot afford to buy or hire a blacksmith for 
his little feim, and what with going and coming, and paying 
in com which must be carried a number of miles over scarcely 
passable roads, our thriftiest farmers would wait for better 
times, perhaps, before they would take half the trouble or 
give a third as much com as the blacksmith wiU waai for the 
job, to save a minute's time whenever they needed to enter 
and leave their stable. And so with everj-thing. Any sub- 
stantial work costs so much, not alone in money or com 
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directly, but in the time and trouble in effecting the ex- 
change, that the people make shift and do without it. And 
this ia evidently the case not only with the people aa in- 
dividuals and fomilies, but ia their community. It is more 
obvious, if possible, in the condition of the houses of worship, 
the echoob, the roads, the public conveyances ; finally, it 
accounts for what at first sight appears the marvellous 
neglect or waste of the natural resources of the country, and 
it no longer surprises me that a fanner pointa out a coal bed, 
which has never been worked, in the bank of a stream which 
has never been dammedj in the midst of a forest of fine timber 
trees, with clay and lime and sand convenient, and who yet 
lives in a miserable smoky cabin of logs on a diet almost 
exclusively formed of pounded maize and bacon, Nor, when 
I ask, if a httle painstaking here and there would not save 
much waste of fertility, that he should reply, that inasmuch 
&B land enough, equally good, can be bought for sIk dollars an 
acre, the whole fertile matter can be better lost than a week's 
labour be spent to save all that will not go into this year's 
crop. 

To this general rule of make shift, there is but rare excep- 
tion to the general rule of the difficulty or expense of accom- 
pHshing any ordinary aim of civilized, in distinction from savage 
society. I am inclined to think that there is none in Vir- 
ginia. There are, however, individuals and localities and com- 
munities and enterprises, upon which the forces of wealth — 
including both capital and talent, or energy — seem to have 
concentrated, just as we sometimes observe to he the case at tlie 
North, It id true also, as Virginians are fond of asserting, that 
alffiolute destitution of the means of preserving life is more rare 
than at the North, but then life is barely preserved with little 
labour by a naked sarage in the wUdemess ; and it must be 
said that a great number, I almost think a majority, of the 
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Eastern Yirginiana live but one step removed from 'wliat we 
should deem great destitntion at tlie North, I am sure, upon 
consideration, that this phrase would convey no unjust idea 
of the lifeofthemajorityof the Virginians, whom I have seen, 
to the people of a New England manufacturing town. 

I have said that there are points where the forces of wealth 
seem to Lave concentrated. As a rule the farm-labour of a 
slave accomplishes not half as much in a day, as at the North ; 
that of a white man, probably, not a third ; that of most 
mechanics, because of their carelessness and imfeithfulness, 
much less than of most at the North, although they are paid 
more than thero. Bat it is true, there are apparent excep- 
tions, and I have been at times a good deal puzzled by them. 
Gf-enerally a patient study discovers a concealed force. Most 
commonly, I think, tho explanation is given in the converse 
of the maxim thiit "high wages are the cheapest." The 
workman who commands much more than the ruling rate of 
wages is hard to be got, and proverbially accomplishes much 
more for hiaemployer than the excess of his wages indicates. 
The man who cannot command the current rates is the first 
to be dropped off on a reduction, the last to be taken on at 
an increase of force. As prime field-hand slaves furnish the 
standajd of labour in Virginia, and the vast ma,jority of 
labourers are fer below that standard in quality, their labour 
is paid much less, and it ia of less vaftie relative to its cost. 
Most of the labouring class of y^rginia are of a quality wliich 
our fiirmers would call " dear at any price." If, then, by 
unusually skilful and energetic management, under favourable 
circumstances, the labour of slaves, ia certain instances, seems 
to accomplish as much for its course as that of free labourers 
at the North, it does not follow that results of labour of all 
kinds in Virginia do not cost ordinarily, and on average, 
twice or thrice as much as in the adjoining Free States. 
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Whenever I have found imusiial efficiency apparent in any 
enterprise in Virginia — as sometimes in railroad condruction, 
milling, and mining — I have thus iar iuvariahiy found the ne- 
groes employed to he picked men, and, when my inquiries 
have heen frankly answei-ed, that they were working under 
some unusual stimulus. For instance, a tohacco manu&ctnrer 
pays the owner of a valuable negro S 140 a year for his ser- 
vices, undertaking also to feed and clothe him and otherwise 
care for his permanent value. He then offers to pay tlie negro 
a certain rate per poimd for all tlie tohacco he works up be- 
yond a certain quantity. One of the largest manufacturers 
infonned me that he paid seldom less than g 60 a year, and 
sometimes over &300, to each slave he used, in addition 
to the rent paid their masters, which was from glOO to 
Sl50 a year. I did not learn the averages, but suppose 
that, while the nominal wages for the labour of these slaves 
was but little more than the ruling market-rate of g 120 a 
year, their labom- really cost the manufacturer at least double 
that. Hardly any of the white labour employed in enter- 
prises which are pursued with energy and efficiency is native, 
nor does it ever, so fiir as I have seen, seem to be eetabBshed 
and at home. 
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VIliGINIA AND ire ECONOMY— CONTINUED, 

Norfolk. — In order to be in tame for the train of cars in 
■wliich I was to leave Petersburg for Norfolk, I was called up 
at an nnnaual hour in the morning and provided with an 
apology for breakfeat, on the ground that there had not been 
time to prepare anything better (though I was charged full 
time on the bill), advised by the landlord to hurry when I 
seated myseK at the table, and two minutes afterwards 
informed that, if I remained longer, I should be too late. 

Thanks to these kind precautions, I reached the station 
twenty minutes before the train left, and was afterwards 
carried, with about fifty other people, at the rate of ten miles 
an hour, to City-point, where aD were discharged under a 
dirty shed, from which a wharf projected into James River. 

The train was advertised to connect here with a steamboat 
for Norfolk. Finding no steamboat at the wharf, I feared, at 
first, that the delay in leaving Petersburg and the slow speed 
upon the road had detained us so long that the boat had 
departed without us. But observing no disappointment or 
concern expressed by the other passengers, I concluded the 
boat was to call for us, and had yet to arrive. An hour 
passed, during which I tried to keep warm by walking up and 
doviTi the wharf ; rain then commenced falling, and I 
retnmed to the crowded shed and asked a young man, who 
was engaged in cutting the letters Gr. W. E., with a dirk- 
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knife, upon the head wf a tobacco cisk, what was supposed to 
have detimed the steamboat 

" Detained hei ' the±G amt no detention to her, as I know 
on ; ' taint hardly tune foi her to be alucg yet " 

Another half-houi, m fact, pasfted, belore the steamboat 
arrived, nor was any uupatience manifested by the passengers. 
All seemed to take this hurrying and waiting process as the 
regular thing The women sat sullenly upon trunks and 
packing-ca.«e3, and watched their baggage and restrained their 
children; the men (.hewed tobacco and read newspapers; 
lounged first on one side and then on the other , some smoked, 
some T\alked awaj to a distant taicrn, some reclined on the 
heaps of freight and went to sleep, and a few conversed 
quietly and intermittently with one anotJier. 

The sliotea of the James Eiver are iovt and level — the 
scenery uninteresting ; but frequent planters' mansions, often 
of considerable size and of some elegance, stand upon the 
bank, and sometimes these have very pretty and well-kept 
grounds about them, and the plantations Burrounding them are 
culti^'ated with neatness and skill. Many men distinguished 
in law and polities here have their hom^. 

I was pleased to see the appearance of enthusiasm with 
which some p^sengers, who were landed from our boat at one 
of these places, were received by two or three well-dressed 
negro servants, who had come from the house to the wharf to 
meet them. Blaclt and virhite met with kisses ; and the effort 
of a long-haired sophomore to maintain his dignity, was quite 
ineffectual to kill the kindness of a fat midatto woman, who 
joyfully and pathetically shouted, as she caught him off the 
gang-plank, " Oh Maasa George, is you come back !" Field 
negroes, standing by, looked on vi-ith their usual besotted 
expression, and neither offered nor received greetings. 

Jan. lOiA.— Norfolk is a dirty, low, ill-arranged town, nearly 
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divided by a morass. It has a single creditable public build- 
ing, a number of fine private resideuces, and tlie polite society 
ia reputed to be agreeable, refined, and cuitiYated, receiving a 
character from the families of the resident naval officers. It 
has all the immoral and disagreeable characteristics of a large 
seaport, with vei^ few of the advantages that we should ex- 
pect to find as rehef to them. No lyceum or public hbraries, 
no public gardens, no galleries of art, and tliough there are 
two " Bethels," no " home " for its seamen ; no public resorte 
of healthful amusement ; no place better than a filthy, tobacco- 
impregnated bar-room or a licentious dance-cellar, so far as I 
have been able to leara, for tlie stranger of high or low degree 
to pass the hours unoccupied by business. 

Lieut. Mam-y has lately very well shown what advantages 
were originally possessed for profitable commerce at thia 
point, in a report, the intention of which is to advocate the 
establishment of a line of steamers hence to Para, the port of 
the mouth of the Amazon. He says — 

"Norfolk is in a poaition to liftve commait'lud Uie bnsiness of the 
Atlantic aea^board; it is midway the coast. It lias a buck country of 
great facility and resources ; mid, as to itpproacliea to the ocean, there is 
no harbour fram the St. Johu'a to the Bio Grande tliat has the same 
facilities of ingress and egress at ail times and in all weatliers. " * The 
bick country of Norfolk is all that which is drained by the Chesapeake 
Bay — embracing a line drawn along the riige Ijetween the Delaware and 
tlia CheaapeBko, thence northerly, including all of Peiuiaylvania that is iu 
the valley of the Susquehanna, all of Marylantl this aide of the naoantaios, 
the valleys of the Foloiniie, Bappahannook, York, and James Rivers, with 
the Valley of the Roanoke, and a great part of the Stale of Nortli Caro- 
lina, whoBe only outlet to the soa is by the way of Norfolk." 

In a letter to the National hMUgenoer, Oct. 31, 1854, 
after describing similar advantages which the town possesses, 
to those enumerated abo\ e, L'eut Maury, who ia a Virginian, 
again sajs — 

■■Its climate is dthghlful It 13 of exactlj tl at Inppv iempeinturo 
where the frtsts ot the North bite not and tho ppstilcmc ol the South 
walks not Its Li rhour is tommudinus aad sate ub safe can be It is 
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never blocked up by ice. It lias tlie double atlvanlage of nn inner and an 
outer harboar. The inner harlKiul is aa Hmiioth as any mill-pond. In it 
vessels lie witli perfect security, nkeru every imagiiiablo facility is ofltred 
for loadiug and unloadiug." • * " " The back country, wliich without 
portage is naiarally tributary to Norfolk, not ouly aorpaaBes that which is 
tributary lo New York iii mildni.'ES of climate, in fertiUty of soil, and 
variety of production, but in geographical extent by many square miles. 
The proporlion being as (ftree fo one in Bivonr of tlie Virginia port." * » • 
" The Batumi advantages, then, in relation W the sta or tlie back countrj-, 
are aaperior, hei/(md comparieoii, to those of New York." 

There is little, if any exaggeration in this estimate ; yet, if 
a deadly, enervating pestilence had always raged here, this 
Norlblk could not he a more miserable, soiTy little seaport 
town than it is. It waa not possible to prevent the existence 
of some agency here for the ti-anshipment of goods, and for 
aupplyiag the needs of vessels, compelled by exterior circiun- 
etances to take refuge in the harbom'. Beyond this bare 
supply of a necessitous demand, and what rratdts from the 
adjoining naval rendezvous of the nation, there is nothing. 

Jan. ISth.—Ths "Great Dismal Swamp," together with 
the smaller " Dismals " (for so the term is used here), of the 
same character, along the North Carolina coast, have hitherto 
been of considerable commercial importance as fimiishing & 
large amount of lumber, and especially of shingles for our 
Noi-them use, as well as for exportation. The district from 
which this commerce proceeds is all a vast quagmire, the soil 
being entirely composed of decayed vegetable fibre, saturated 
and surcharged with water ; yielding or quaking on the 
surface to the tread of a man, and a large part of it, during 
most of the year, half inundated -with standing pools. It is 
divided by creets and water-veins, and in the centre is a 
pond sis miles long and three broad, the shores of which, 
strange to say, are at a higher elevation above the sea, than 
any other part of the swamp, and yet are of the same miry 
consistency. The Great Dismal is about thirty miles long 
and ten mOes wide, on an average ; its area ahoat 200,000 
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&CTI35. And the little Dismal, Aligator, Catfish, Green, and 
other smaller swamps, on the shores of Albemarle and Pam- 
lico, contain over 2,000,000 acres. 

The swamp belongs to a great many proprietors. Most 
of them ovm only a few acre^, but some possess large tracts 
and use a hea^y capital in the business. One, whose ac- 
quaintance I made, employed more than a hundred hands in 
getting out shingles alone. The value of the swamp land 
varies with the wood upon it, and the facility with which it 
can he got off, from 12|^ cents to J? 10 an acre. It is made 
passable in any desired direction in which trees grow, by 
laying logs, cut in lengths of eight or ten feet, parallel and 
against each other on the surface of the soil, or " sponge," as 
it is called. Mules and oxen are used to some extent upon 
these roads, but transportation is mainly by hand to tlic 
creelts, or to ditches communicating with them or the canal. 

Except by those log-roads, the swamp is scarcely passable 
in many parts, owing not only to (he softness of the sponge, 
but to the obstruction caused by imnunemble shrubs, vines, 
creepers, and briars, which often take entire possession of the 
surface, forming a dense brake or jungle. This, however, is 
sometimes removed by fires, which of late years have been 
frequent and very destructive to the standing timber. The 
most common shrubs are various smooth-leafed evergreens, 
and their dense, bright, glossy foliage was exceedingly heau- 
tifiil in the wintry season of my visit. There is a gf>od deal 
of game in the swamp — bears and wild cats are sometimes 
shot, raccoons and opos.snm8 are plentiful, and deer are found 
in the drier parts and on the outskirts. The fishing, in the 
interior waters, is also said to he excellent. 

Nearly all the raluahle trees have now been cut off from tlie 
swamp. The whole ground has been frequently gone over, 
the best timber selected and removed at each time, leaving 

VOL, 7, L 



Hosted by Google 



IIG COTTON AND BI-AVEBY. 

the remainder standing thinly, bo that the wind has more effect 
upon it ; and much of it, from the yielding of the soft soil, ia 
wprooted or broken off. The fireg have also greatly injured it. 
The principal stock, now worked into shingles, is obtained 
from beneath the surface — old tnmkB that have been preserved 
by the wetness of the soil, joid that are found hj "sound- 
ing " with poles, and raised with hooks or pikes by the negroes. 

The quarry is giving out, however ; and except that lumber, 
and especially shingles, have been in great demand at high 
prices of late, the business would be almost at aoend. As it is, 
the principal men engaged in it are turning their attention to 
other and more distant supplies. A very large purchase had 
been made by one company in the Florida everglades, and a. 
schooner, with a gang of hands trained in the " Dismals," was 
about to sail from Deep Creek, for this new field of operations. 

The labour in the swiunp is almost entirely done hy slaves ; 
and the way in which they are managed is interesting and 
instructive. They arc n,.!,*l!j- hired by their employers at a 
rent, perhaps of one haudre.l dollars a year for each, paid to 
their ownera. They spend one or two months of the winter 
-—when it is too wet to work in the swamp — at the residence 
of their master. At this period little or no work is required 
of them ; their time is their own, and if they can get any 
emploj-meut, they will generally keep for themselves what 
they are paid for it. WTien it is sufficiently dry— usually 
early^in February — they go into the swamp in gangs, each 
gang under a white overseer. Before leaving, they are all 
examined and registered at the Court House ; and " passes," 
good for a year, are given them, in which their features and 
the marks upon their persons are min utely described. Each 
man is furnished with a qoantity of provisions and clothing, 
of which, as well as of all -that he aftenvards draws from the 
stock in the hands of the overseer, an exact account is kept. 
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Arriveil at their destination, a rude camp is made ; huts of 
logs, poles, shingles, and boughs being bailt, usually, upon 
some places where shingles have been worked before, and in 
which the shaviugs have accumulated in email hillocks upon 
the soft surface of the ground. 

The slave lumberman then lives measurably as a free man ; 
hunts, fishes, eats, drinks, smokes and sleeps, plays aud 
works, each when and as much as he pleases. It is only 
required of him that he shall have mide, after half a year 
haa pswsed, such a quantity of shingles as shall be worth to 
his master so much money as is paid to his owner for hia 
services, and shall refund the value of the clothing and pro- 
visions he has required. 

No " driving " at his work is attempted or needed. No 
force is used to overcome the indolence peculiar to the negro. 
The overseer merely takes a daily account of the number of 
shingles each man adds to the general stock, and employs 
another set of hands, mth mules, to draw them to a point 
from which they can be shipped, and where they are, from 
time to time, called for by a schooner. 

At the end of five montlis the gang returns to dry land, 
and a statement of account from the overseer's book ia drawn 
up, something like the following :— 

Sam Bo to John Doe, Dr. 

Peb.1, To Clotliing (outfit) go 00 

Mar. 10. To clothlug, as per overaeer'a account 2 25 
Feb. 1. To baeoi! and meal (outfit) .... 19 00 
Juty 1. To stores drawn in swamp, as per over- 
seer's itceoaut 4 75 

July 1. To half-yearly hire, paid hia owuer . 50 00 

^81 00 
Per Cmlra. Cr. 
Jnlj 1. By 10,000 sliiiigles, as per overseer's 

account, lOe 100 00 

Balance due Sambo $19 00 

L 2 
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which is immediately paid liim, and of -which, together with 
the proceeds of sale of peltry which he has got while in the 
swamp, he is always allowed to make use as his own. No 
liquor is sold or served to the negroes in the swamp, and, as 
their fii-st want when they come out of it is an excitement, 
most of their money goes to the grog-shops. 

After a short vacation, the whole gang is taken in the 
schooner to spend another five months in the swamp as before. 
If they are good hands and work steadily, they T,yill com- 
monly be hired again, and so continuing, will spend most of 
their lives at it. They almost invariably have excellent 
health, as liave also the white men engaged in the business. 
They all consider tlie water of the " Dismals " to have a 
medicinal virtue, and quite probably it is a mild tonic. It 
is greenish in colour, and I thought I detected a slightly 
resinous taste upon first drinking it. Upon entering the 
swamp also, an agreeable resinous odour, resembling that of 
a hemlock forest, was perceptible. 

The negroes working in the swamp were more sprightly 
and straightforward in their manner and conversation than 
any field-hand plantation negroes that I saw at the South ; 
two or three of their employers with whom I conversed spoke 
well of them, as compared witli other slaves, and made no 
complaints of '' rascality " or laziness. 

One of those gentlemen told me of a renmrkable case of 
providence and good sense in a negro that he had employed 
in the swamp for many years. He was so trustworthy, that 
he had once let him go to New York as cook of a lumber 
schooner, when he could, if he had chosen to remain tliere, 
have easily escaped from slavery. 

K-uowing that he must have accumulated considerable 
money, his employer suggested to him that he might hutf his 
freedom, and he immediately determined to do so. But 
when, on applying to his owner, ho was asksd S 500 for him- 
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self, a price which, considering be was an elderly man, hs 
thought too much, he deulined the bargain ; shortly after- 
wards, however, he came to his employer again, and said 
that although he thought his owner was mean to set so high 
a price upon him, he had been thinting that if be was to be an 
old man be would rather be hia own master, and if he did not 
live long, his money would not be of any use to him at aay 
rate, and bo he had concluded he would make the purchase. 

He did so, and upon collecting the various sums tliat he 
had loaned to white people in the vicinity, he waa found to 
have several hundred dollars more than was necessary, With 
the surplus, ha paid for his passage to Liberia, and bought a 
handsome outfit. When he was about to leave, m.y in- 
formant had made him a present, and, in thanking him for it, 
the free man had said that the first thing he should do, on 
reaching Liberia, would be to learn to write, and, as soon as 
he could, he would write to him how he hked the country : 
he had been gone yet scarce a year, and had not been heard 
from. 



Deep River, Jan. IQih. — The shad and herring fisheries 
upon the sounds and inlets of the North Carolina coast are 
an important branch of industry, and a source of considerable 
wealth. The men employed in them are mainly negroes, 
slave and free ; and the manner in whieii they are conducted 
is interesting, and in some respects novel. 

The largest sweep seines in the world are used. The 
gentleman to whom I am indebted for the most of my infor- 
mation, was the proprietor of a seine over two miles in length. 
It was manned by a force of forty negroes, most of whom 
were hired at a dollar a day, for the fishing season, which 
usually commences between the tenth and fifteenth of March, 
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and lasts fifty days. In favourable years the profits are very 
great. In estremely imfavourable yeara many of the pro- 
prietors are made bankrupt. 

Cleaning, curing, and packing houses are erected on the 
shore, as near as they conveniently may be to a point on the 
beach, suitable for drawing the seine. Six or eight wind- 
lasses, worked by horses, are fixed along the shore, on each 
side of this point. There are two large seine-boats, in each 
of wliich there is one captain, two seine-tenders, and eight or 
ten oarsmen. In making a cast of the net, one-half of it is 
arranged on the stem of each of the boats, which, having 
previously been placed in a suitable position — perhaps a mile 
ofif shore, in front of the buildings — are rowed from eaeh 
other, the captains steering, and the seine-tenders throwing 
off, until the seine is all cast between them. This is usually 
done in such a way that it describes the arc of a circle, tbe 
chord of which is diagonal with the shore. The hawsers 
attached to the ends of the seine are brought first to the 
outer windlasses, and are wound in by the horses. As the 
operation of gathering in tlie seine occupies several hours, the 
boat hands, as soon as tliey have brought the hawsers to the 
shore, draw their boats up, and go to sleep. 

As the wingg approach the shore, the hawsers are from 
time to time carried to the other windlasses, to contract the 
sweep of the seine. After the gaff" of the net reaches the 
shore, lines attached toward the bunt are carried to the wind- 
lasses, and the boats' crews are awakened, and arrange the 
wing of the seine, as fest aa it comes in, upon the boat again. 
Of course, as the cast was made diagonally with the shore, 
one wing is beached before the other. By the time the fish 
in the bunt have been secured, both boats are ready for 
another cast, and the boatmen proceed to make it, while the 
shore gang is engaged in sorting and gutting the " take." 
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My informant, who had g 50,000 invested in his fishing 
establish ment, among other items of expendituie, mentioned 
that he had used seventy kegs of gunpowder the previous 
year, and amused himself for a few moments with letting me 
try to conjecture in wliat way villanoua saltpetre could bo 
put to use in taking fiah. 

There ie evidence of a subsidence of this coast, in many 
places, at a comparatively recent period ; many stumps of 
trees, evidently standing where they grew, being found some 
way below the present surfiice, in the awampa and salt 
marshes. Where the formation of the shore and the surlaee, 
or the strength of the currents of water, which have flowed 
over the sunken land, has been sueh as to prevent-a later 
deposit, the stumps of great cyprc;5S trees, not in the least 
decayed, protrude from the bottom of the sounds. These 
would obstruct the passage of a net, and must be removed 
from a fishing-ground. 

The operation of removing them is carried on during the 
summer, after the close of the fishing season. The position 
of a stump having been ascertained by divers, two large seine- 
boats &m moored over it, alongside each other, and a log is 
laid across them, to i^ihich is attaclwd perpendicularly, bet\veen 
the boats, a spar fifteen feet lone; The end of a chain is 
hooked to the log between the boat^ the other end of which 
is listened by divers to the stump which it is wished to raise. 
A double-purchase tackle leids ir m the end of the spar to ti 
ring-bolt in the bows of one ot the boats, with the Ml leading 
aft, to be bowsed upon by the crews. The mechanical advan- 
tages of the windlass, the lever, and the pulley being thus 
combined, the chain is wound on to the log, onti] either the 
stump yields, and is brought to the surface, or the boats' 
gunwales are brought to the water's edge. 

When the latter is the case, and the stump still remains 
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firm, a new power must be applied, A spile, pointed with 
iron, sis inches in diameter, and twenty feet long, is set upon 
the stump by a diver, who goes down with it, and gives 
it that direction which, in his judgment, is best, and driven 
into it by mauls and sledges, a scaffold being erected between 
the boats for men to stand on while driving it. In very 
large stumps, tlie spile is often driven till its top reaches the 
water ; so that when it is dia^vn out, a cavity ia left in the 
stump, ten feet in depth. A tube is now used, which is 
made by welding together three mosket-barrels, with a breech 
at one end, in which is the tube of a percussion breech, with 
the ordinary position of the nipple reversed, so that when it 
is screwed on with a detonating cap, the latter will protrude 
within the barrel. This breech is then inserted within a 
cylindrical tin box, six inches in diameter, and varying in 
length, according to the supposed strength of the stump ; and 
soap or tallow is smeared about the place of insertion to 
make it water tight. The box contains several pounds of 
gunpowder. 

The long iron tube is elevated, and the diver goes down 
again, and guides it into the hole in the stump, with the 
canister in his arms. It has reached the bottom— the diver 
has come up, and is drawn into one of the boats — an iron rod 
is inserted in the mouth of the tube— all hands cro'ich low 
and hold hard — the rod is let go— crack! — whw — oosth ' 
The sea swells, boils, and breaks upward. If the boati do 
not rise with it, they must sink ; if they rise, and the diam 
does not break, the stump must rise with them. At the tame 
moment the heart of cypress is riven ; its furthest rootlets 
quiver ; the very earth trembles, and loses courage to hold it ; 
" np comes the stump, or down go the niggers !" 

The success of the operation evidently depends mainly on 
the discretion and skill of tlie diver. My informant, who 
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thonglit that he removed last smnmer over a thousand 
stumps, usiiig for the purpose seventy kegs of gunpowder, 
employed aeveral divers, all of them negroes. Some of them 
could remain under water, and work there to hetter advantage 
than others ; but all were admirably skiKnl, and this, much 
in proportion to the practice and experience they had had. 
They wear, when diving, three or four pairs of flannel drawers 
and shirts. Nothing is required of them when they are not 
wanted to go to the bottom, and, while the other hands ai-o 
at work, they may lounge, or go to sleep in the boat, which 
they do, in their wet garments. Whenever a diver displays 
unusual hardihood, skill, or perseverance, he is rewarded with 
whisky ; or, as they are commonly allowed, while divhig, as 
much whisky as tliey want, with money. Each of them 
would generally get every day from a quarter to half a dollar in 
this way, above the wages paid for them, according to the 
skill and industry with which they had worked. On this 
account, said my informant, " the harder the work you give 
them to do, the hetter they like it." His divers very 
frequently had intermittent fevers, but would very rarely let 
this keep them out of their boats. Even in the midst of a 
severe " shake," they would generally insist that they vrera 
" well enough to dive." 

What ! slaves eager to work, and working cheerfully, earn- 
estly, and skUfuUy ? Even so. Being for the time managed 
as freemen, their ambition stimuiatod by wages, suddenly 
they, too, reveal sterling manhood, and honour their Creator. 

Norfolk, Jan. Idih.—The market gardens at Norfolk — 
which have been profibibly supplying New York markets with 
poor early vegetables, and half-liardy luxuries for several years 
past— do not differ at all from market gardens elsewhere. 
They are situated in every direction for many mileB from 
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the city, offering a striking contrast, in all respects, to the 
large, old-fashioned Virginian farms, among which they are 
scattered. 

On one of the latter, of over a thousand acres, a friend told 
me he had seen the negroes moving long, stra^vy manure 
with shovels, and upon inquiry found there was not a dung- 
fort on the place. 

The soil is a poor sandy loam, and manure is brought by 
shipping trom Baltimore, as well as from the nearer toivns, to 
enrich it. The proprietors of the market gardens are nearly 
all from New Jersey, and brought many of their old white 
labourers with them. Except at picking-time, when every- 
thing possessing fingers is in demand, they do not often em- 
ploy slaves. 

The Norfolk Argvs says that, from about the 20th June to 
the 20th July, from 2,000 to 2,500 barrels of potatoes will 
be shipped daily from that city to Philadelphia and New 
York, together with 300 to 500 barrels of cucumbers, musk- 
melons, etc. 

Norfolk, Jan. I^ik. — While driving a chaise from Ports- 
mouth to Deep River, I picked up on the road a jaded-looking 
negro, who proved to be a veiy inteUigent and good-natured 
fellow. His account of the lumber busiaess, and of the life 
of the lumbermen in the swamps, in answer to my questions, 
was clear and precise, and was afterwards verified by infor- 
mation obtained from his master. 

He told me tliat his name was Joseph, that he belonged 
(as property) to a church ui one of the inland counties, and 
that he was hired from the trastees of the church by his 
present master. He expressed contentment with his lot, but 
great unwillingness to be sold to go on to a plantation. He 
liked to " mind himself," as be did in the swamps. Whether 
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he would atill more prefer to be entirely hia own master, I 
did not ask. 

The Dismal Swamps are noted places of refuge for run- 
away negroes. They were formerly peopled in this way much 
more than at present ; a systematic hunting of them with 
dogs and guns having been made by iodividi^s who took it 
up as a business about ten years ago. Children were bom, 
bred, liyed, and died here. Joseph Church told me he had 
seen skeletons, and had helped to bury bodies recently dead. 
There were people in the swamps still, he thought, that were 
the children of runaways, and who had been runaways them- 
selves " all their lives." What a life it must be ! born out- 
laws ; educated self-stealers ; trained from infancy to be 
constantly in dread of the approach of a white man as a 
thing more fearful than wild cats or serpents, or even 
starvation. 

There can be but few, however, if any, of these " natives " 
left. They cannot obtain the means of supporting life with- 
out coming often eitlier to the outskirts to steal from the 
plantations, or to the neighbourhood of tlie camps of the 
lumbermen. They depend much upon the charity or tJie 
wages given them by the latter. The poorer white men, 
owning small tracts of the swamps, will sometimes employ 
them, and the negroes frequently. In the hands of either 
they are liable to be betrayed to the negro-hunters, Joseph 
said that they had huts in " back places," hidden by bushes, 
and difficult of access ; he had, apparently, been himself 
quite intimate with them. "When the shingle negroes em- 
ployed them, he told me, they made them get up lo^ for 
them, and would give them enough io eat, and some clothes, 
and perhaps two dollars a month in money. But some, 
when they owed them money, WQuld betray them, instead of 
paying them, 
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I asked if they were ever shot. "Oh, yes," he said; 
" when the huiitei'S saw a inmaway, if be tried to get from 
them, they would call out to him, that if he did not stop 
they would shoot, and if he did not, they would shoot, and 
sometimes kill him. 

" Bui some on 'em would rather be shoi &aii he took, sir,'' 
he added, simply. 

A farmer living near the swamp confirmed tliis accoimt, 
and said he knew of three or four being shot in one day. 

No particidar breed of dogs is needed for hunting negroes : 
blood-hounds, fox-hounds, Imll-dogs, and ciu-s were used,* 
and one white man told me how they were trained for it, as 
if it were a common or notorious practice. They are shut 
up when puppies, and never allowed to see a negro except 
while training to catch him. A negro is made to run from 
them, and they ai-e eacom-aged to follow him until he gets 
into a tree, when meat is given them. Afterwards they 
learn to follow any particular negro by scent, and then a, 
shoe or a piece of clothing is taken off a negro, and they 
learn to find by scent who it belongs to, and to tree him, etc. 
All this the farmer told me. I don't think dogs are em- 
ployed in the ordinary " dnving " in the swamp, but only to 
overtake some particular slave, as soon as possible, after it is 
discovered that he has fled from a plantation, Joseph said 
that it was easy for the drivers to tell a fugitive from a 
regularly employed slave in the swamps. 
" How do they know them ?" 
" How do you mean ?" 
" Oh, dey looks strange." 
" Sheared like, yon know, sir, and kind o' ekange, cause 

• 1 havA ^nce aeert a pack of iiegi-o-dogs, ohaiii^d in couples, and pioKtblj aoin j 
to Ul* field. They were hU of ii bicfd, and in ^p]ie-.iv.ince batween a Scot<^!i stag- 
hound nnd a fox-bound. 
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dey hasn't much ta eat, and aiu't decent [not decently 
clothed], lite wg is." 

When the huntera take a negro who has not a pass, or 
"free g^a.pere," and they don't know whose slave he is, they 
confine him in jail, and advertise him. If no one claims him 
vrithin a year he is sold to the highest hidder, at a public 
sale, and this sale gives title in law against any subsequent 
claimant. 

The form of the advertisements used in such cases is 
shown by the following, which are cut from North Carolina 
newspapers, published in counties adjoining the Dismals. 
Such advertisement are quite as common in the papers of 
many parts of the Slave States as those of horses or cattle 
" Taken up " in those of the North : — 



WAS TAKEN DP and committed to the Jail of Halifex County, on the 
26th day of May, ft dark coloured boy, who says Ids naraeisJoniiiK 
Artis, Said boy saj's he wns bora freo, and waa houud oat to William 
Bealo, near Murfteesboro', Hertford County, N.C , and is now 21 yeara of 
age. The owner is requested to come forward, prove property, pay 
obarges, and take the said boy away, witliin the lime prescribed by law ; 
otherwise he will be dealt with as the law directs. 

O. P. SHELL, Jailer. 
Hali&i Conntj, N.C, Jane 8, 1855. 



TAKEN PP, 

AND COMSnTTED to the Jail of New Hanover County, on the Bth of 
March, 1 S55, a Negro Man, who saya hia name ia EDWARD 
I.LOYD. Said negro is about 35 or 40 years old, light complected, 5 feet 
9i inches high, slim built, upper fore teeth out; saya he is a Mason 1^ 
trade, that he ia free, and belongs in Alexandria, Va., that he served bis 
time at the Maaon buainess under Mr. Wm, Stuart, of Alexandria. He was 
taken up and oommitte-i as a runawiiy. His owner ia notified to come for- 
ward, prove property, pay charges, and tike him away, or he will be dealt 
with as the law directs. E. D. HALL, Sheriff. 
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In the same paper with the last are four advertisements of 
Runaways : two of them, aa specimens, I transcribe. 

^200 UEWARI,. 

RAN AWAY from the cinploj of Messrs. Hoimea & Browa, on Sunday 
□iglit. 2OO1 inst.. a negro man named YATNBY or MBDICInE, 
belongii^ to the imdersigned. Said boyia atont built, about 5 feet 4inc}LeB 
bigli, 22 years old. and dark eompleeled, and has the appearaucB, when 
walking hIow, of one leg being a Utile shorter than tbe other. He was 
brought from Chapel Hill, and is probably lurking either in the neighbour- 
hood of tliat plaee. or Bealty's Bridge, in Bladen County. 
. The above reward will be paid for evidence sufficient to convict any 
white person of harbouring him, or a reward of §25 for liia apprehension 
and eonfinement in any Jail in the State, so that I can get him, or for hia 
delivery to me in Wilmington. 

J. T. SCHONWALD. 
sgsAWAY 

FHOM THE SUB8CHIBEB, on tbe 27th ofMay.his negro boy ISOME. 
Said boy is about 21 years of age ; rather light complexion ; very 
coarse hair; weigh! about 150 lbs. ; height about 5foet 6 or 7 inches; rather 
pleasing countenance ; quick and easy spoken ; rather a downcast look. 
It is thought that he is trymg to make his way to Franklin county, N.C., 
where he was hired in Jan. last, of Thomas J. Blackwell. A liberal 
Keward will be given for his conflneioent in any Jail in North or South 
Carolina, or to any one who will givo information where he can be found. 
W. H. PKIVETT, 
Canwayboro', S.C. 

Handbills, written or printed, offering reirards for the 
return of runaway slaves, are to be constantly seen at nearly 
every court-house, tavern, and post-office. The frequency 
with which these losses must occur, however, on large plan- 
tations, is moat strongly evidenced by the following paragraph 
from the domestic-news columns of the Faydteville Observer. 
A man who would pay these prices must anticipate frequent 
occasion to use his purchase. 

" Mr. J. L, Bryan, of Moore county, sold at public auction, on the 20lh 
instanl, a pack of ton bounds, trained for hunting runaways, for the sum of 
ai,5i0. The highest price paid for any one dog was $301; lowest price, 
{75; average for the ten, SlSl. The terms of sale were six montfaa' 
credit, with approved security, and interest from date." 
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The newspapers of the South-western States frequently 
coatain advertisements similar to the following, which ia 
iaken from the Wed Tennessee Democrat : — 

BLOOD-HOUNDS.— I Uto TWO of the FINEST DOGS for CATCH- 
ING ■ NEGROES in the Southwest. They can take the frail 
TWELVE HOUHS after the NEGRO HAS PASSED, and catcli him 
nitli esse. I livo jtut fimt miles southwest of Boliver, on the road lee 
ing {ana Boliver to Wliitesville. I am read; at all times to eatch n: 
uvay negroes. — March 2, 1S53. 

DAVID TUENEB. 

The largest and best " hotel " in Sorfolt had been closed, 
shortly before I was there, from want of sufficient patronage 
to sustain it, and I was obliged to go to another house, 
which, though quite pretending, was shamefully kept. The 
landlord paid scarcely the smallest attention to the wants' of 
his guests, turned hk back when inquiries were made of him, 
and replied insolently to complaints and requests. His 
slaves were iai his superiors in manners and morals ; 
not being one quarter in number what were needed, and 
consequently not being able to obey one quarter of the orders 
that were given them, their only study was to disregard, as 
far a3 they would be allowed to, all requisitions upon their 
time and labour. The smallest service could only he ob- 
tained by bullying or bribing. Every clean towel that I got 
during my stay was a matter of special negotiation. 

I was first put in a very small room, in a comer of the 
house, next under the roof. The weather being stormy, and 
the roof leaky, water was frequently dripping from the 
ceiling upon the bed and driving in at the mndow, so as to 
stand in pools upon the floor. There was no fire-place in 
the room ; the ladies' parlour was usually crowded by ladies 
and their friends, among whom I had no acquaintance, and, 
as it vras freezing cold, I was obliged to spend most of my 
time in the stinking bar-room, where the landlord, all the 
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time, sat with hia boon companions, smoking and chewing 
and talking obscenely. 

Tliia crew of old reprobates frequently exercised their 
indignation upon Mra, Stowe, and other " Infidel aboli- 
tionista ;" and, on Sunday, having ail attended chiu-ch, after- 
wards mingled with their ordinary ribaldi-y laudations of the 
" evangelical " character of the sermons they had heard. 

On the night I arrived, I was told that I would be pro- 
vided, the next morning, with a room in which I could have 
a fire, and a similar promise was given me every twelve 
hojirs, for five days, before I obtained it ; then, at last, I 
had to share it with two strangers. 

"When I left, the same petty sponging operation was 
practised upon me as at Petersburg. The breakfast, for 
which half a dollar had been paid, was not ready until an 
hour after I had been called ; and, when ready, consisted of 
cold salt fish ; dried slices of bread and tainted butter ; coffee, 
evidently made the day before and half re-warmed ; no milk, 
the milkman not arriving so early in the morning, the ser- 
vant said ; and no sooner was I seated than the choice was 
presented to me, by the agitated book-keeper, of going with- 
out such as this, or of losing the train, and so being obliged 
to stay in the house twenty-four hours longer. 

Of course I dispensed with the breakfast, and hurried off 
with the porterj who was to take my baggage on a wheel- 
barrow to the station. The station was across the harbour, 
in Portsmouth. Notwithstanding ail the haste I could com- 
municato to him, we reached the ferry-landing just as the 
boat left, too late by three seconds. I looked at my watch ; 
it lacked but twenty minutes of the time at which the land- 
lord and the book-keeper and the breakfast-table waiter and 
the railroad company's advertisements had informed me that 
the train left. "Nehber mine, massa," said the porter. 
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" dey won't go widout 'on— Baltimore boat haant ariv yet ; 
dey doan go till ditt come in, eueh." 

Somewhat relieved by this assutanco, and by the arrival of 
others at the landing, who evidently expected to reach tlie 
train, I went into the market and got a breakfast from the 
cake and fruit ataDa of the negro-women. 

In twenty minutes the ferry-boat, returned, and after wait- 
ing some time at the landing, put out again ; but when mid- 
way acroas the harbour, the wheels ceased to revolve, and for 
fifteen minutes we drifted with the tide. The fireman had 
been asleep, the fli'ea had got low, and the ateam given out. 
I observed that the crew, including the master or pilot, and 
the engineer, were all negroes. 

We reached the railroad station about half an hom: after 
the time at which the train ahould have left. There were 
several peraons, prepared for travelling, waiting about it, but 
there was no sign of a depai-ting train, and the ticket-ofiice 
was not open. I paid the porter, sent him back, and was 
added to the number of the waiters. 

The delay was for the Baltimore boat, which arrived in an 
hour after the time the train was advertised, imconditionally, 
to start, and the first forward movement w&s more than an 
hour and a half behind time. A brakeman told me this 
delay was not very unusual, and that an hour's waiting 
might bo commonly calculated upon with safety. 

The distance from Portsmouth to Welden, K.C., eighty 
miles, was run in three hours and twenty minutes— twenty- 
five miles an hour. The road, which was formerly a very 
poor and unprofitable one, was bought up a few years ago, 
mainly, I believe, by Beaton capital, and reconstructed in a 
substantial manner. The grades are light, and there are few 
curves. Fare, 2f cents a mile. 

At a way-station a trader had re. dy a company of negroa^, 
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intended to be shipped South ; but the " servants' car " being 
quite fnll already, they were obliged to be left for acother 
train. As we departed from the station, I stood upon the 
platform of the rear car with two oUier men. One said to 
the other ; — ■ 

" That's a good lot of niggers." 
" Damn'd good ; I only wish they belonged to me," 
I entered the car, and took a seat, and presently they fol- 
lowed, and sat near me. Continuing their convereation thus 
rammenced, they spoke of their bad luck in life. One 
appeared to have been a bar-keeper ; the other an overseer. 
One said the highest wages he had ever been paid were two 
hundred dollars a year, and that year he hadn't laid up a 
cent. Soon after, the other, speaking with much energy and 



" I wish to Grod, old Virginny was free of all the niggers." 
" It would be a good thing if she was." 
" Yes, sir ; and, I tell you, it would be a damn'd good 
thing for us poor fellows." 
" I reckon it would, mjseK," 

When we stopped at Weldon, a man was shouting from a 
stage-coach, "Passengers for Gaston! Hurry up! Stage 
is waiting !" As he repeated tins the third time, I threw up 
to him my two valises, and proceeded to climb to the box, to 
take my seat. 

" You are in a mighty hurry, amt ye ?" 

" Didn't you say the stage was waiting ?" 

" If ye'r goin' ter get any dinner to-day, better get it here ; 
won't have much other chance. Be right smart about it, too," 

" Tlien you are not going yet ?" 

" Yon can get yer dinner, if ye want to." 

" You'll call me, will yon, when you are ready to go ?" 
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" I ahan't go without ye, ye needn't be afeard — go long 
in, and get yer dinner ; this is the place, if anywar ; — don't 
want to go without yer dinner, do ye ?" 

Before arriving at "Weldon, a handbill, distributed by the 
proprietors of this inn, had been placed in my hands, from 
which I make the following extracts :— 

■' We pled|!e our woiil of honour, ss gentlemen, that if Hie Cire at our 
table be inferior to fliat on the table of our enterprising oompetiloj', we 
will not receivo a cent from th« tmvelier, but relinquish our claims to 
pa;, as a merited forfeit, foi wliat we would n:gard as a wanton imposition 
□pan the riglita ftnd claims of the nnsuspeeting traveller. 

" We liave too much requiot for the Ladies of our House, to make even 
a remote aUusion to tlieir domestic datiea hi a public cironlat. It will nnl 
however, be regarded indelicate in us to say, that tlie duties performed by 
them have been, and are satisfactoiy to us, and, as titr as we know, to the 
public And we will only add. in this conntotion, thnt we take much 
pleasure in superinteading botli our " Cook-House " and Table in person, 
and in administering in person to the wants of uar guests. 

" We have made considerable improvements in our House of late, and 
those who wish to remain over at Weldon, will find, with ns, airy rooms 
vleoD heds. brisk fires, and attentive and orderly servants, with abundance 
of FRESH OYSTEES during the season, and every necessary and 
luiuiy tlutt money can procure. 

"It is not our wish to deceive strangers nor othcre; and if, on visiting 
cnr House, they do not find things as here represented, they can publish 
us to the world us impostors, and tlie ignominy will be ours." 

Guing into the house, I foimd moat of the passengers by 
the train at dinner, and the few negro boys and girla in too 
much of a hrirry to pay attention to any one in particular. 
The only palatable viand within niy reach was some cold 
sweet potatoes ; of these I made a slight repast, paid the 
landlord, who stood like a sentry in the doorway, half a dollar, 
aod in fifteea minutes, by my watch, from the time I had 
entered, went out, anxious to make suie ot mj seat on the 
bos, for the coach was so small that but one passenger could 
be conveniently carried outside. The t,onch was gone 

" 0, y&'i, sir," said the landloid, hirdlj disguising hia 
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eatisfiaction ; " gone — yes, sir, some time ago ; you was in 
to dinner, was you, sit — pity ! youll hme to stay over till 
to-moiTow now, won't you?" 

" I suppose so," said I, hai-dly willing to give up my in- 
teation to sleep in Ealeigh tliat night, even to seciu-e a. clean 
]jed and iresh oysters. " "Which road does the stage go upon ?" 
" Along the county road." 
" Which is that — this way through the woods ?" 
" Yes, sir. — Carried off your baggage did he ? — Pity ! 
Suppose he forgot you. Pity !" 

" Thank you— yes, I suppose he did. Is it a pretty good 
road?" 

"No, sir, 'taint first-rate — good many pretty bad slewa. 
Ton might go round by the Petei-sbui-g Raih-oad, to-morrow. 
You'd overtake your baggage at Gaston." 

" Thank you. It was not a very fast team, I know. I'm 

going to take & little run ; and, if I shouldn't come back 

before night, you needn't keep a bed for me. Good day, sir." 

In about half an hour I overhauled the coach ; as I came 

up, the driver hailed me — 

"Hallo ! that yon?" 

" "Wliy did not you wait for me, or call me when you 
wanted to go, as you promiaed ?" 

"Beckoned yer was inside— didn't look in, coz I asked if 
'twas all right, and somebody, this 'ere gentleman here " — 
[who had got my seat] — "'Yes,' says he, 'all right;' so I 
reckoned 'twas, and driv along. Mustn't blame me. Ortn't 
to be so long swalleritt' yer dinner— mind, next time !" 

The road was as bad aa anything under the name of a 
road can be conceived to he. "Wherever the adjoining 
swamps, fellen trees, stumps, and plantation fences would 
admit of it, the coach was diiven, with a great deal of dex- 
terity, out of the road. When the wheels sunk in the mud, 
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below the hubs, we were sometimes requested to get out and 
walk. An upset seemed every moment inevitable. At length, 
it came ; and the driver, cHmbiug on to the upper side, 
opened the door, and asked — 

" Got mised up some in here then, didn't ye ? Ladies, 
hurt any ? Well, come, get out here ; don't want to stay 
here all night I reckon, do ye ?— Aint nothing broke, as I 
see. "We'll right her right up. Nary dum'd rail within a 
thouaan' mile, I don't s'pose ; better be lookin' roun' ; got 
to get somethin' for a pry." 

In four hours after I left the hotel at "Weldon, the coach 
reached the bank of the Eoanoke, a distance of fourteen miles, 
and stopped. " Here we are," said the driver, opening the door. 

" "Where are we — not in Gaston ?" 

" Durned nigh it. That ere's Gaaton, over thar ; and you 
jast holler, and they'll come over arter you in the boat." 

Gaston was a mile atwve ua, and on the other side of the 
river. Nearly opposite was a house, and a scow drawn up on 
the beach ; the distance across the river was, perhaps, a 
quarter of a mile. When the driver had got the luggage off, 
he gathered his reins, and said — 

" Seems to me them thor gol-dumed lazy niggera aint a 
goin' to come over arter yoa now ; if they won't you'd better 
go up to the railroad bridge, some of ye, and get a boat, or 
else go doivn here to Free Town ; some of them cussed free 
niggers '11 be glad of the job, I no doubt." 

" But, confound it, driver ! you are not going to leave us 
here, are you ? we paid to he carried to Gaston." 

" Can't help it ; you are clus to Gaston, any how, and i£ 
any man thinks he's goin' to hev me drive him up to the 
bridge to-night, he's damnably mistaken, he is, and I aint a 
goin' to do it not for no man, I ain't." 

And away he drove, leaving ns, all strangers, in a strange 
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coiintry, juat at the edge of night, fer from any house, to 
"holler," 

The only way to stop him waa to shoot him ; and, as we 
were all good citizens, and travelled with faith in the pro- 
tection of the law, and not like knighta-errant, armed for 
adventure, we conld not do that. 

Giood citizens ? No, we were not ; for we have all, to this 
day, neglected to prosecute the fellow, or his employers. It 
would, to be sure, have cost us ten times any damages we 
should have been awarded; but, if we had been really good 
citizens, we should have been as willing to sacrifice the 
necessary loaa, as knighta-errant of old were to risk life to 
fight bloody giants. And, until many of ua can have the 
nobleness to give ourselves the trouble and expense of killing 
off these impudent highwaymen of our time, at law, we have 
all got to suffer in their traps and stratagems. 

We soon saw the " gol-dumed la^ niggers" come to 
their scow, and after a scrutiny of our numbers, and a con- 
sultation among themselves, which evidently resulted in the 
conclusion that the job wouldn't pay, go back. 

"When it began to grow dark, leaving me aa a baggage- 
guard, the rest of the coach's company walked up the bank 
of the river, and crossed by a railroad bridge to Gaston. 
One of them afterwards returned mth a gang of negroes, 
whom he had hired, and a large freight-boat, into which, 
across the snags which liued the shore, we passed all the 
baggage. Among the rest, there were aome very large and 
heavy chesta, belonging to two pretty women, who were 
moving, with their effects ; and, although they remained in 
our company all the nest day, they not only neglected to 
pay their share of the boat and negro-hire, but forgot to 
thank ua, or even gratefully to smile upon us, for our long 
toil in the darkness for them. 
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Working up the swollen stream of the Eoanoke, with 
setting-polea and oars, we at length reacheil Gaston, When 
I bought my tickets at the station in Portsmouth, I said, 
" I will take tickets to any place this side of Ealeigh at 
which I can arrive before night. I wish k) avoid travelling 
after dark." " You can go straight through to Ealeigh, 
before dark," said the clerk. "Ton are sure of that?" 
"Yes, sir," On reaching Gaston, I inquired at what time 
the train for Ealeigh had passed : '■ At three o'clock." 

According to the advertisement, it should have passed at 
two o'clock ; and, under the most favourable circumstances, 
it could not have been possible for us, leaving Portsmouth at 
the time we did, to reach Gaston before four o'clock, or 
Ealeigh in less than twenty-eight hours after the time pro- 
mised. The next day, I asked one of the railroad men how 
often the connection occurred, which is advertised in the 
Northern papers, as if it were a certain thing to take place at 
Gaston, " Not very often, sir ; it hain't been once, in the 
last two weeks." Whenever the connection ia not made, all 
passengers whom these railroad freebooters have drawn into 
their ambush, are obliged to remain over a day, at Gaston ; 
for, as ia to be supposed, with such management, the business 
of the road will support but one train a day. 

The route by sea, from Baltimore to Portsmouth, and 
thence by these lines, is advertised as the surest, cheapest, 
and most expeditious route to Ealeigh. Among my stage 
companions, were some who lived beyond Ealeigh. This 
was Friday. They would now not reach Ealeigh till Satur- 
day night, and such as could not conscientiously ijavel on 
Sunday, would be detained &om home two days longer than 
if they had come the land route. One of them lived some 
eighty miles beyond Ealeigh, and intended to proceed by a 
coach, wliieh was to leave Saturday morning. He would 
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probably be now detained till the following Wednesday, aa 
the coach left Kaleigh but twice a week. 

The country from Portsmouth to Gaston, eighty milea, 
partly in Virginia, and partly in North Carolina, is almost 
all pine forest, or cypress swamp ; and on the little land that 
is cultivated, I saw no indication of any other crop than 
maize. The soil ia light and poor. Between Weldon and 
Graston there are heavier soils, and we passed several cotton 
fields, and planters' mansions. On the low, flat lands border- 
ing the bants of the Eoanoke, tlie soil is of the character of 
that of James Eiver, fine, fertile, mellow loam ; and the maize 
crop seemed to have been hea^y. 

Gaston is a village of some twenty houses, shojjs, and 
cabins, besides the railroad storehouses, the hotel, and a 
nondescript building, which may be eitlier a fancy bam, or ii 
little chnrcb, getting high. From the manner in which 
passengers are forced, by the management of the trains 
arriving here, to patronize it, the hotel, I presume, belongs 
to the railroad companies. It is ill-kept, but affords some 
entertainment from its travesty of certain metropolitan 
vulgarities. I was chummed with a Southern gentleman, in 
a very small room. Finding the sheets on both our beds 
had been soiled by previous occupants, "he made a row about 
it with the servants, and, after a long delay, had them 
changed ; then observing that it vras probably the mistress's 
fault, and not the servants', he paid the negro, whom he had 
been berating, for his trouble. 

Among our inside passengers, in the stage-coach, was a 
free coloured woman ; she was treated in no way differently 
from tho white ladies. My room-mate said this was entirely 
customary at the South, and no Sonthemer would ever think 
of objecting to it. Notwithstanding which, I have known 
young Southerners to get very angry because negroK wore 
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not eschided from the public conveyancRS in which they had 
taten passage theniselYea, at the North ; and I have always 
supposed that when they were so excluded, it was from fear 
of offending Southern .travellers, more than anything else.* 

Sitting near some men lounging on the river-bant, I took 
notes of the following intfirestmg information, delivered in a 
high-keyed, blatant drawl: — ■ 

" The best medicine there is, is this here Idee of Potasim, 

• A Sottlh Caroliiia View of He Sabjset. iCorreipondeHce r^ Willis's Musical 
WMd, Jfew York.')-' " Citariestotca, Dec. 31. — I take sAvaatage of the aenson 
of compliments (being a snlwcriber to your Invaluable sheet), to tender you this 
8cni[), as a reply to a piece in your paper of the 17di ull., witli the caption! 'In. 
tolcianoe of coloured pei-soDS in New Vort.' The piece slated that up.lown fiiBiiliei 
(in New York) al>jei:t«l to hiring coloured persons as iiervanis, in consequence of 
'coiiLliirtora and ilrivera refusing to let them ride in city cars and omnibuses,' and 
coloured bop, at most, may ride on the (o[i. And nftef duelling on this, you say, 
'Shame on sudi iiiloloraut and out^^^o^gpr<^llliieennd pei-seoution of the cdIohihI 
race at the North 1' You then wy, • Even the slavehohkr would cry shame upon 
lis.' You ne\-er made a ti'uer assertion in your life. For you first Elated that they 
were even rejected when they had white chiidi-en in their arms. • Mydenr fiiend, if 
tliiiwas the oniy pei-secntion that yuui't-uloured people were compelled to yield sub- 
mission to, then I might eny nothing. Are Ihey allowed (if they pay) to sit at 
tlte tables of four fashionable hotels ? ' Are t)iey nllowed a seat in the • dress 
cirde ' at your o)«ia3 t Are they not subject to ati kinds of ili-lrentment fmm 
th« whiles 1 Are they not pointed at, and hooted at, by tlie whites (natlres of the 
city), when dreswil up a little eytrti,and if theyolTera r»ply,are immediatelvoTer- 
powei«d by gangs of whites ? Y^u nppear t" be a reasonable writer, which it the 
Ksson 1 put Hiese queries, knowing thi-y can only be answered in the affiimatige. 

"We St the South fee! proud to allow them to occupy seats in our omnibuses 
(public couveyimces), while they, with the affection of inot)»rs, embmM our white 
(Aiiiiren, aiid take them lo ride. And in oar most tashiooable carnages, you will 
see the slave ailing alongside of tAcii- oaaer. You will see the shive clotlied hi 
the most mrafoiiaWe of wearing apparel. And more. Toach that slave, if you 
dare, and you will see the owner's attachment. And thus, in a very Ipw word'^ 
you have the contrast between the situation of the coloured people at the Nodh 
and South. Do teach the deteitMf Abolitionist of the Koiih his duty, and open 
bis eyes to the misery and slaivHli'^n that sunonnd his own home. Tench 
him to love his brethi-eo of the South, and tench him to let Slaveiy al»oe in 
the South, while starvation and destitution surround him at the North; and 
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It's made out of two minerak ; one on 'em they gets in the 
moiintauis of Scotland — that a the Idee the other's steel- 
lihnga and thej mixes them eschemicdlh until they works 
altogethei into a sohd Eiuff liLe ^saltpetre Now, I tell you 
that's the btuft for medicine It a the beet thing a man can 
ever pat into his self It searches out every narve in his 
body. 

The tiam by ■v\hi h we were finally able to leave Gaston 
aiTive 1 the nest day an he ur and a half ifter its advertised 
time. The road was excellent and the speed good, a heavy IT 
rail having lately been substituted for a flat one. A new 
equipment of the road, tliroughout, is nearly complete. The 
cars of this train were very old, dirty, and with dilapidated 
and moth-eaten furniture. They furnished me with a com- 
fort, however, which I have never been able to try before 
— a fidl-!ength lonnge, on which, with my overcoat for a 
pillow, the car being warmed, and unintentionally well 
ventilated, I slept soundly after dark. Why night-trains are 
not famished with sleeping apartments, has long been a wonder 
to me. We have now smoking-rooms and water-closets on 
oar trains ; why not sleeping, dressii^, and refreshment 
rooms ? With these additions, and good ventilation, we 
could go from New York to New Orleans, by rail, without 
stopping : as it is, a man of ordinary constitution cannot go 
a quarter that distance without suffering serious indispo- 
sition. Svu^ly such improvements could not fail to he re- 
munerative, particularly on lines competing vrith water com- 
monication. 

The country passed through, so fer as I observed, was 
almost entirely covered with wood ; and such of it as was 
cultivated, very unproductive. 

The city of Kaleigb (old Sir Walter), the capital of North 
Carolina, is a pleasing town— the streets wide, and lined with 
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trees, and msmy white wooden mansions, all having little 
conrt-yards of flowers aad shrubbery around them. The 
State-hoiise is, in every way, a noble building, constructed of 
browaiah-gray granite, in Grecian style. It stands on an 
elevated position, near the centre of the city, in a square 
field, which is shaded by some tall old oaks, and could 
easily be made into an appropriate and beautiful little park ; 
bat which, vdth singular negligence, or more singular eco- 
nomy (while 8500,000 has been spent upon the simple 
edifice), remains in a rude state of imdressed nature, and is 
used as a hog-pasture. A trifle of the expense, employed 
with doubtful advantage, to give a smooth exterior foce to 
the blocks of stone, if laid out in grading, smoothing, and 
dressing its ground base, would liave added indescribably to 
the beauty of the edifice. An architect should always begin 
his work upon the gi'ound. 

It is hai-d to admire what is common ; and it is, perhaps, 
asking too much of the citizens of Ealeigb, that they should 
plant for ornament, or even cause to be retained about such 
institutions as their Lunatic Asylimi, the beautiful evergreens 
that crowd about the tov/n ; but can any man walk from tlie 
Capitol oal^ to the pine grove, a little beyond the Deaf and 
Dumb Institution, and say that he would not far rather have 
the latter than the former to ciutain in his habitation ? If he 
can in summer, let him try it again, as I did, in a soft 
winter's day, when the evergreens fill the air with a balsamic 
odour, and the green light comes quivering through them, and 
the foot fails silently npon tlie elastic carpet they have spread, 
deluding one with all the feelings of spring. 

The country, for miles about Raleigh, is nearly all pine 
forest, unfertile, and so little cultivated, that it is a mystery 
how a town of 2,500 inhabitants can obtain sufficient supplies 
from it to exist. 
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The paUie-lioiise at which I stayed was, however, not only 
■well supplied, but was escelleiitly well kept, for a honse of 
its class, in all other respects. The landlord superintended 
his buaiae^ personally, and was al^rays uttentive and obliging 
to his guests ; and the servants were sufficiently numerous, 
intelhgent, and well instructed. Though I had no acquaint- 
ances in Ealeigh, I remained, fiflding myself in such good 
quarters, several days, I think the house was called " The 
Burhnghame." 

After this stay, rendered also partly necessar}' for the 
repair of damages to my clothing and baggage on the 
Weldon stage, I engaged a seat one day on the coach, 
advertised to leave at nine o'clock for FayetteviUe. At half- 
paet nine, tired of waiting for its departure, I told tlie 
agent, as it was not ready to start, I would walk on a bit, 
and let them pick me up, I found a rough road— for several 
miles a clayey surface and much water — and was obliged to 
pick my way a good deal through the woods on either side. 
Stopping frequently, when I came to cultivated land, to 
examine the soil and the appearance of the stubble of the 
maize — the only crop— in three different fields I made five 
measurements at random, of fifty feet each, and found the 
stalks had stood, on an average, five feet by two feet one inch 
apart, and that, generally, they were not over an inch in 
diameter at the butt. In one old-field, in process of clearing 
for new cultivation, I examined a most absurd little plough, 
with a share not more than six inches in depth, and eight in 
length on the sole, fastened by a socket to a stake, to which 
was fitted a short beam and stilts. It was drawn by one 
mule, and its work among the stumps could only bo called 
scratching. A farmer told me that he considered twenty-five 
hushels of com a large crop, and that he generally got only as 
much as fifteen. He said that no money was to be got by 



Hosted by Google 



NORTH CABOLISA. 173 

raising cora, and very few formers liere " made " any more 
than tliey needed for their own force. It cost too much to get 
it to market, and yet sometimes they had to buy corn at a 
dollar a bushel, and waggon it home from Ealeigh, or further, 
enough not having been raised in the country for home con- 
sumption. Cotton was the only crop they got any money 
for. I, nevertheless, did not see a single cotton-field during 
the day. He said that the largest crop of corn tliat he knew 
of, reckoned to be fifty bushels to the aci^e, had been raised on 
some reclaimed swamp, while it was still so wet that horses 
would mire on it all the summer, and most of it had been 
tended entirely with hoes. 

After walking a few miles, the country became more flat, 
and was covered with old forests of yellow pine, and, at nine 
miles south of Ealeigh, there were occasionally young long- 
leaved pines : exceedingly beautiful they are while young, 
the colour being more agreeable than tliat of any other pine, 
and the leaves, or " straw," as its foliage is called here, long, 
graceful, and lustrous. As the tree gets older, it becomes of 
a stifier chai-acter and darker colour. 

I do not think I passed, in ten miles, more than half a 
dozen homesteads, and of these but one was at all above the 
character of a hut or cabin. The same remarkable appear- 
ance of hatlessness, wliich I had noticed so often in Virginia, 
characterized the men who stood leaning against the logs of 
the hovels. They bUnked at me as I passed, as if unable to 
withdraw tlieir Iiands from their pockets to shade their eyes. 
Every dwelling sent its pack of cuis to meet me, and as often 
as tliey opened cry, a woman, with a pipe in her mouth, would 
come to the door and call me off; the men and boys blinking 
on in rest and silence. 

A httle after one o'clock I reached " Banks's," a plantation 
V/here the stage horsea are changed, eleven miles from 
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Baleigh. Here I waited nearly an hour, till tlie coa«h 
arrived, when, freah horses liaving been put on, I took an 
outside seat. 

"There ain't a man in Nortli Car'lina could di-ive them 
horses up the hills witliont a whip," said the driver. " You 
ought to get yesef a whip, massa," said one of the negroes. 
"Durnation! think I'm going to buy whips! the best whip 
in North Car'lina wouldn't last a week on this road." " Dat's 
a fao-— dat ar is a fee ; but look yeah, massa, ye let me hab 
yer stick, and 111 make a whip for ye ; ye nebber can make 
Bawley go widout it, no how," The stick was a sapling rod, 
of which two or three lay on the coach top ; the negro 
fastened a long leather thong to it. " Dah ! ye can fetch 
old Eawiey wi' dat." " Bawley " had been tackled in as the 
loader of the " spike team ;" but, npon attempting to start, it 
was found that he couldn't be driven in that way at all, and 
the driver took liim out and put him to the pole, within reach 
of the butt of Ids stick, and another horse was put on tlie lead. 

One negro now took the leader by the head, and apphed a 
stick lustily to liis flanks ; another, at the neai- wheeler, did 
the aauie ; and the driver belaboured Bawley from the bos. 
But as soon as they be^n to move for\vaTd, and the negio let 
go the leader's head, he would face about. After this had been 
repeated many times, a new plan of operations was arranged 
that proved successful. Leaving the two wheelers to the 
care of the negrora, the driver was enabled to give all his 
attention to the leadsi'. When the wheelaB started, of course 
he was etniek by the pole, npon which he would turn tail and 
stai-t for the sfaible. The negroes kept the wheelers from 
following him, and the driver with his stick, and another 
negro with the bough of a tree, thrashed his face ; he would 
tlien turn again, and, being liit by the pole, start ahead. So, 
after fen minutes of fearful outcry, wo got off. 
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" How far ia it to Mrs. Barclay's ?" a passenger had asked, 
"Tliirtcen miles," answered a negro; "but I tell 'ou, masea, 
dais a heap to he said and talk "bout 'fore 'on see Missy Bar- 
clay's wid dem bosses," There was, indeed. 

" Bawley— yoM / Bawley — Bawley ! wha' 'boiit?— ah !" 

" Boch .' wha' you doin' ?— (dm-ned sick horse — an't fit to 
be ia a stage, nohow)." 

" Bawley ! yon ! g'up !" 

" Oh ! you dod-rotted Boh — Bob ! — (he don't draw a pound, 
and he an't a gwine to) — yoa, Bob !— (well, be can't stop, can 
he, as long as the wheelers keep movin' ?) Bob ! I'll braak 
yer legs, you don't git out the way." 

" Oh, Bawley !— (no business to put such a lame boss into 
the stage.) Blamnation, Bawley! Now, if you stop, I'll 
kill you." 

" Wha' 'bont, Kock ? Dod bum that Eock ! Vou stop if 
you dare ! (I'll be dumed to Hnx if that 'ere boss am't 
all used up.)" 

" You, Bob ! get ont de way, or I'll be — — ." 

■' Ob ! d'rot yer soul, Bawley— y're gwine to stop ! G'up ! 
G'up ! Boeh ! You all-fired ole villain ! Wha' 'boat ? (K 
they jus' git to stoppin', all hell couldn't git the mails throt^h 
to-night.)" 

After about three miles of this, they did stop. The driver 
threw the reins down in despair. After looking at the wheels, 
and seeing that we were on a good piece of road, nothing 
unusual to binder progress, he put his hands in his pockets, 
and sat quietly a minute, and then began, in a businees-iiie 
manner, to swear, no longer confining himself to the peculiar 
idiomatic profanity of the country, but using real, outright, 
old-fashioned, uncompromising Engbsh oaths, as loud as he 
could yell. Then he stopped, and after another pause, began 
to talk quietly to the horses : 
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" You, Bob, you won't draw ? Didn't you git enough last 
night ? (I jabbed my knife into bia face twice when we got 
into that fis last night ;" and the wounds on the horse'a bead 
showed that he spoke the truth.) " I swar, Bob, if I have to 
come dowE thar, I'll cut your throat." 

He stopped again, and then sat down on the foot-board, 
and began to beat the wheelers as hard and as rapidly aa 
possible with the butt of his stick. They started, and, striking 
Bob with the pole, he jumped and turned round ; but a happy 
stroke on " the raw" in his face brought him to his pla«e ; 
and the stick being applied just in time to the wheelers, he 
caught the pole and jumped ahead. We were oif again. 

" Turned over in that 'ere mire hole last night," said the 
driver. " Couldn't do anythin' with 'em — passengers camped 
out— thar's were they had their fire, nader that tree; didn't 
get to Kaleigh till nine o'clock this momin'. That's the 
reason I wern't along after you any sooner — hadn't got my 
breakfast ; that's the reason the bosses don't draw no better 
to-day, too, I a'pose. You, Eock ! — Bawley ! — Bob !" 

After two miles more, the horses stopped once in ire. The 
driver now quietly took the leader off (he had never drawn at 
all), and tied him behind the coach. He then began beating 
the near wheeler, a passenger did the same to Bawley— both 
standing on tlie ground — while I threw off my overcoat and 
walked on. For a time I could occasionally hear the cry, 
" Bawl — Kock !" and knew that the coach was moving again ; 
gradually I outwalked the sound. 

The road was a more opening through a forest of the long- 
loafed pine ; the trees from eight to eighteen inches in 
diameter, with straight trunks bare for nearly thirty feet, and 
their evergreen foliage forming a dense dark canopy at that 
height, the surface of the ground undulating with long swells, 
oecasioually low and wet. In the lattoi- case, there was 
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generally a mingling of dociduoua treea aad a ■watercourse 
crosaing the road, with a tbicket of shrubs. The soil sandy, 
with occasionally veins of clay ; the latter more commonly in 
the low grouncl, or in the descent to it. Very little grass, 
herbage, or uoderwood; and the ground covered, except in 
the road, with tho fallen pine-leaves. Every tree, on one, 
two, or three sides, was scarified for turpentine. In ten mOes, 
I passed half a dozen cabins, one or two small clearings, in 
which com had been planted, and one turpentine distillery, 
with a dozen sheds and cabins clustered about it. 

In about an hour after I left the coach, the driver, mounted 
on Bob, overtook me : he was going on to get fresh 
horses. 

After dark, I had some difficulty in keeping the road, there 
teijig frequent forks, and my only guide the telegraph wire. 
I had to cross three or four brooks, which were now high, and 
had sometimes floated off the logs which, in this country, are 
commonly placed, for the teamsters, along the side of the 
road, where it runs through water. I could generally jump 
from stump to stump ; and, by wading a little at the edges in 
my staunch Scotch shooting-boots, get across dry-shod. 
Where, however, the water was too deep, I always found, by 
going up or down streani, a short way, a fallen trunk across 
it, by which I got over, 

I met tlie driver returning with two fresh horses ; and at 
length, before eight o'clock, reached a long one-story cabin, 
which I found to be Mrs. Barclay's. It was right cheerful 
and comforting to open the door, from the dark, damp, chilly 
night, into a large room, filled with blazing light from a gi'eat 
fire of turpentine pine, by which two stalwart men were read- 
ing newspapers, a door opening into a background of supper- 
table and kitchen, and a nice, stout, kindly-looking. Quaker- 
like old lady coming forward to welcome me. 

vol,. 1. s 
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As Boon as I was warm, I was taken out to snpper : seven 
preparations of swine's fl^b, two of maize, wheat eates, broiled 
quaik, cold roast turkey, coffee, and tea.. 

My bed-room was a bonse by itself, the only connection be- 
tween it and the main building being a platform, or gallery, 
in front. A great fire bnmed here also in a broad fire-place ; 
a stuffed easy-chair had been placed before it, and a tub of 
hot water, which I had not thought to ask for, to bathe my 
weary feet. 

And thia was a piny-woods stage-bouse ! But genius will 
find its development, no matter where its lot is east ; and 
there is as much genius for inn-keeping as for poetry. Mrs. 
Barclay is a Burns in her way, and with even more modestj' ; 
for, after twenty-four hom-s of the b^t entertainment that 
could be asked for, I was only charged one dollar. I paid 
two dollara for my stage-coach privil^es — ^to wit, riding five 
miles and walking twenty-one. 

At three o'clock in the morning, the three gaitlemen that 
I had left ten miles back at four o'clock the previous day, 
were dragged, shivering in the stage-coach, to the door. 
They had had no meal since breakfasting at Ealagh; and 
one of them was now so tired that be could not eat, but dropt 
prone on the floor before the fire and slept the half-hour they 
wei'e changing horses, or rather resting horses, for no relay 
was left. 

I afterwards roet one of the company in Fayetteville, 
Their night's adventure after I left them, and the continued 
cruelty to the horses, were most distressing. The driver 
once got off the box, and struck the poor, miserable, sick 
" Eock " with a rail, and actually knocked liim down in the 
road. At another time, after liaving got fresh horses, when 
they, too, were "stalled," he took them out of the harness 
and turned them loose, and, fsiifsiug to give any answer ta 
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the inquiriea of the passengers, looked about for a dry place, 
and laid down and went to sleep on the ground. One of the 
passengers had then waited on to Mrs. Barclay's, and 
obtained a pair of mules, with which the coach was finally 
brought to the house. The remainder kindled a fiie, and tried 
to rest themselves by it. They were sixteen hours in coming 
thirty miles, suffering much from cold, and without food. 

The next day I spent in fisiting turpentine and rosin 
works, piny-wood farms, et«., under the obhging guidance of 
Mrs. Barclay's son-in-law, and in the evening again took the 
coach. The horses were better than on the previous stage : 
upon my remarking this to the driver, he said that the 
reason vras, that they took care of this team themselves (the 
drivers) ; on the last stage the horses were left to negroes, 
who would not feed them regularly, nor take any decent care 
of them. " ^Vhy, what do you think ?" said he ; " when I got 
to Banks's, this morning, I found my team hadn't been fed 
all day ; they hadn't been rubbed nor cleaned, nary durned 
thing done to 'em, and thar the cussed darkey was, fast asleep. 
Beckon I didn't gin him a wakin' np !" 

" Tou don't mean the horses that you drove up ?" 
" Yes, I do, and they hadn't a cussed thing to eat till fh&j 
got hack to Barclay's !" 

" How was it possible for you to drive them back ?" 
" Why, I don't suppose I could ha' done it if I'd had any 
passengers : (you Suze .') shall lose a maO again to-night, if 
this mare don't travel better, (dum ye, yer ugly, I beheve). 
She's a good mare — a heap of go in her, but it takes right 
smart of work to get it out. Suze !" 

So we toiled on, vi'ith incessant shouting, and many strange 

piny-wood oaths, and horrid belabouring of the poor horses' 

backs, with the butt-end of a hickory whip-stalk, till I really 

thought their spinal-columns must break. The country, the 

N 2 
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same undulating pine forest, the track tortuous among tte trees, 
whicli frequently stood so close tliat it required some care to 
work between them. Often we made detours from the ori- 
ginal road, to avoid a, fallen tree, or a mire-hole, and all the 
time we were bouncing over protruding roots and small 
stumps. There was but little mrrd, the soil being sand, but 
now and then a deep slough. In one of these we found a 
waggon, heavily laden, stuck fast, and six mules and five 
negroes tugging at it. With our help it was got out of the 
way, and we passed on. Soon afterwaida we met the return 
coach, fEpparently in a similar predicament ; but one of tlie 
passengers, whom I questioned, rephed ; "No, not stalled, 
exactly, but somehow (he horses won't draw. We have be^i 
more than three hours coming about four miles." 

" How is it you have so many balky horses ?" I asked the 
driver, 

" The old man buys 'em up cheap, 'cause nobody else can 
do anything with 'em." 

' ' I should not think you could do much with them, either — 
except to kill them." 

" Well, that's what the old man says he buys 'em for. He 
was blowing me up for losing the mail t'other night ; I told 
him, says I, ' You have to a'most kill them horses, 'fore you 
can make 'em di-aw a hit,' says I. 'Kill 'em, damn 'em, kill 
em, then; that's what I buy 'em for,' says he. ' I buy 'em a 
purpose to kiU ; that's aU they are good for, ain't it ?' says he. 
' Don't s'pose they're going to last forever, do ye ?' says he." 

We stopped once, nearly half an hour, for some unex- 
plained reason, before a house on the road. The door of the 
house was open, an enormous fire was burning in it, and, at the 
suggestion of the driver, I wont in to warm myself. It was 
a large log-cabin, of two rooms, with beds in each room, and 
with an apartment overhead, to which access was had by a 
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ladder. Among the inmates were two women ; one of them 
sat in the cliimney-comer smoking a pipe, and rocking a 
cradle ; the other sat directly before the fire, and full ten feet 
distant. She was apparently young, but her face was as dry 
and impassive as a dead man's. She was doing nothing, and 
Raid but little ; but, once in about a minute, would suddenly 
tlirow up her chin, and spit with perfect precision into the 
hottest embera of the fire. The furniture of the house was 
more scanty and rude than I ever saw before in any house, 
with women liying in it, in the United States. Yet these 
people were not so poor but that tliey had a negro woman 
cutting and bringing wood for their fire. 

It must be remembered that this is a long-settled country, 
having been occupied by Anglo-Saxons as early as any part 
of the Free States, and that it ia the main toad between the 
cap tal of N rth Carohna od ts cb ef sea-port, 

Tl ere s n thm" that s more closely connected, botli aa 
cause a d efieet th the p osper t and wealth of a country, 
than U me ns and mode of t -a elhng, and of transportation 
of the nece t e and luxunes of life. I aaw this day, as I 
shall he eafter le r 1 e thre thou, a d barrels of resin, worth 
a dollar and a half a bi rrpl n Ne v York, tluro\vn away, a 
meie heap of useles oft 1 beca so it would cost more to 
trausport it than it would be worth. There was a single wag- 
gon, with a ton or two of sugar, and flour, and tea, and axes, 
and cotton cloths, unable to move, with six mules, and five 
negroes at work upon it. Ealeigh is a large distributing 
post-ofBce, getting a very heavy mail from the North ; here 
was all that ia sent by one of its main radii, traveUing one 
day two miles an hour, the next four unles, and on each occa- 
sion failing to connect with the conveyances which we pay 
to scatter further the intelligence and wealth transmitted 
by it. Barbarous ia too mild a term to apply to tlie 
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r in which even this was done. The improvidence, 
if not the cruelty, no sensible harbarian coiild have been 
guilty of. 

Afterwards, merely to satisfy my mind (for there ia a 
satisfaction in seeing even ecoundrelism consistently carried 
out, if attempted at all in a business), I called on the agent 
of the line at Fayetteville, stated the case, and asked if any 
part of what I had paid for my passage would he returned 
me, on account of the disappointment and delay which I had 
suffered from the inability of the proprietor to carry out his 
contract with me. The impudence of the suggestion, of 
course, only created amusement; and I was smilingly in- 
formed that the business was not so " lucky " that the pro- 
prietor could aSbrd to pay back money that he bad once got 
into his hands. What I had seen was regarded by no one, 
apparently, as at all unusual. 

At one of the stations for changing horses, an old coloured 
man was taken into the coach. I ascertained from him that 
he was a blacksmith, and had been up the line to shoe the 
horses at the different stables. Probably he belonged (poor 
fellow !) to the man who bought horses to be killed in doing 
his work. After answering my inquiries, he lay down 
in the bottom of the coach, and slept nntil we reached 
Fayetteville. The next time we changed, the new driver 
inquired of the old one what passengers he had. " Only 
one gentleman, and old man Ned." 

" Oh ! is old- man along — that's good — if we should turn 
over, or break down, or anything, reckon he could nigh 
about pray ua up — ^he'a right smart at prayin'." 

" Well, I tell you, now, ole lasa can trot out as smart a 
prayer, when he's a mind to go ia for't, as any man I ever 
heerd, dumed if he can't." 

The last ten miles we came over rapidly, smoothly, and 
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qtiietly, hy a plank-road, reaching Fayetteville about twelve, 
of a fine, clear, frosty night. 

Entering the ofBeo or bar-room of the etage-hoiise, at 
which I had been advised to stay while in Fayetteville, I 
found it occupied hy a group of old soakers, among whom 
was one of perhaps sixteen years of age. This lad, without 
removing the cigar which he had in his mouth, went to the 
bar, whither I followed him, and, without saying a word, 
placed an empty tumbler before me. 

" I don't wish anything to drink," said I ; " I am cold 
and tired, and I would hke to go to a room. I intend to 
stay here some days, and I should be glad if you could give 
me a private room with a fire in it." 

" Room with a fire in it ?" he inquired, as he handed ma 
the registry-book. 

" Yes ; and I will thank you to have it made immediately, 
and let my baggage be taken up." 

Ha closed the book, after I had written my name, and 
returned to his seat at the stove, leaving me standing, and 
immediately engaged in conversation, without paying any 
attention to my request. I waited some time, during which 
a negro came into the room, and went out again. I then 
repeated my request, necessarily aloud, and in such a way as 
to be understood, not only by the boy, but by all the 
company. Immediately all conversation ceased, and every 
head was turned to look at me. The lad paused a moment, 
spit upon the stove, and then — 

"Want a room to yo7urself ?" 

"Yes, if convenient." 

No answer and no movement, all the company staring at 
me as if at a detected burglar. 

" Perhaps you e^n't accommodate me ?" 

" Want a fire made in yo-ir room ?" 
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" Why, yes, if convenient ; but I should like to go to my 
room, at any rate ; I am very tired," 

After puffing and spitting for a moment, he rose and pulled 
a bell ; then took his seat again. In about five minutes a 
negro came in, and during all this time there was silence. 

" What'll you drink, Baker ?" said the lad, rising and going to 
the bar, and taking no notice of the negro's entrance. A boozy 
man followed him, and made some reply ; the lad turned out two 
glasses of spirits, added water to one, and drank it in a gulp.* 

" Can this boy show me to my room ?" I asked. 

" Anybody in number eleven, Peter ?" 

" Not &s I knows on, sar," 

" Take this man's baggage up there," 

I followed the negro up to number eleven, which was a 
large back room in the upper story, with four beds in it. 

" Peter," said I, " I want a fire made hero." 

" Want a fire, sar ?" 

" Yes, I want you to make a fire." 

" Want a fire, master, this time o' night ?" 

" Why, yea ; I want a fire. Where are you going with 
the lamp ?" 

" Want a lamp, massa ?" 

" Want a lamp ? Certainly, I do," 

After about ten minutes, I heard a man splitting wood in 
the yard, and, in ten more, Peter brought in three sticks of 
green wood, and some chips ; then, the little bed-lamp having 
burned out, he went into an adjoining room, where I heard 
him talking to some one, evidently awakened by his entrance 
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to get a match ; that failing, he went for another. By one 
o'clo(!k, my fire was made. 

"Peter," said I, "are you going to wait on me, whilf I 
stay here ?" 

" Yes, sar ; I 'tends to dia room." 

" Very well ; take this, and, when I leave, I'll give you 
another, if you take good care of me. Now, I want you to 
get me some water." 

" I'U get you some water in de morning, sar." 

"I want some to-night-^some wat«r and some towels; 
don't you think you can get them for me ?" 

" I reckon so, massa, if you wants 'em. Want 'em 'fore 
yott go to bed ?" 

" Tes ; and get another lamp." 

" Want a lamp ?" 

"Yes, of course." 

" Won't the fire do you ?" 

"No; bring a lamp. That one won't bum without fill- 
ing ; you need not try it." 

The water and the lamp came, after a long time. 

In tlie morning, early, I ivag awakened by a knock at the 
door. 

"Who's there?" 

" Me, massa ; I wants your boots to black." 

I got up, opened the door, and returned to bed. Falling 
asleep, I was soon again awakened by Peter throwing down 
an annful of wood upon the floor. Slept again, and was 
again awakened, hy Peter's throwing up the window, to 
empty out the contents of the wash bowl, etc. Tlie room 
was filled with smoke of the fat light wood : Peter had al- 
ready made a fii'e for me to dress by ; but I again fell asleep, 
and, when I nest awoke, the breakfest hell was ringing, 
Peter had gone off, and left the window and door open, and 
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the fire had burned out. My boota bad been taken away, 
and the bell-wire was brolien. I dre?sed, and waiting to tho 
bar-room, asked the har-lceeper — a complaisant, full-grown 
man — for my boota. He did not know where they were, and 
rang the bell for Peter. Peter came, was reprimanded for 
his forgetfiilnoss, and departed. Ten minutes elapaed, and 
he did not return. I again requested that be should be 
called ; and this time he brought my boots. He had had to 
atop to blgck thorn ; having, be said, been too busy to do it 
before breakfast. 

The following evening, as it grew too cold to write in my 
room, I went down, and fonnd Peter, and told him I wanted 
a fire again, and that be might get me a couple of candle,^, 
When he came up, be brouglit one of the little bed-lamps, 
with a capacity of oil for fifteen minutes' use. I sent him 
down again to the office, with a request to the proprietor that 
I might be furnished with candles. He returned, and re- 
ported that there were no candles in the house. 

" Then, get me a lai'ger lamp." 

" Aint no larger lamps, nutber, sar ; — none to spare." 

" Then go out, and see if you can't buy me some candles, 
somewhere," 

" Aint no stores open, Sunday, massa, and I don't know 
where I can bny 'em." 

" Then go down, and tell the bar-keeper, with my compli- 
ments, that I wish to write in my room, and I would be 
obliged to him if he would send me a light, of some sort ; 
something that will last longer, and give more light, than 
these little lamps." 

" Ho won't give you none, massa — not if yon hnb a fire. 
Cin't you see by da light of da fire ? "When a gentlemen 
hah a fire in his room, dey don't coimt he wants no more 
light 'a dat," 



Hosted by Google 



" Well, 'mate tie fire, and I'll go down and see afcout 
it." 

Aa I reached the foot of the stairs, the Ml rang, and I 
went in to tea. The tea table was moderately well lighted 
with candles. I waited till the company had generally left 
it, and then said to one of the waiters — 

" Here are two dimes : I want you to bring me, as soon as 
yoa can, two of these candles to niunber eleven ; do you 
understand ?" 

" Yes, sar ; I'll fotch 'em, sar." 

And be did. 

About eight o'clock, there was an alarm of fire. Going 
into the street, I was surprised to observe how leisurely the 
people were walking toward the house in flames, standing 
very prominently, as it did, upon a bill, at one end of the 
town. As I passed a church, the congregation was coming 
out ; but very few quickened their step above a stroUing pace. 
Arrived near the house, I was still more astonished to see 
how few, of the crowd assembled, were occupied in restraining 
the progress of the fire, or in saving the furniture, and at the 
pre\'ailing stupidity, confusion, and want of system and con- 
cert of action, in the labour for this purpose. A large ma- 
jority of those engaged were negroes. As I returned toward 
the hotel, a gentleman, walking, with a lady, before me, on 
the side walk, accosted a negro whom he met : 

"AVhat! Moses! That yon? '^Vhy were you not here 
sooner ?" 

" Why, Mass Richard, I was singing, an' I didn' her de 

bells and 1 see twant in our ward, sar, and so I didn' see 

as dar was zactly 'casion for me to hurry myself to def. Ef 
oed a been in our ward, Mass Eichai'd, I'd a raUied, you 
knows I would. Mose would ha rallied, ef eed a been in our 
ward^ha ! ha ! ha !— you knows it. Mass Eichard !" 
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And he passed on, laughing comically, without further re- 
proof, 

Fayetteville. — The negroes employed in the tarpentine busi- 
ness, to which during the last week I have been giving some 
examination, seem to me to be unusually inteUigent and cheer- 
ful, decidedly more so than most of the white people inhabiting 
the turpentine forest. Among the latter there is a large 
number, I should think a majority, of entirely uneducated, 
poverty-stricfeeu vagabonds, I mean by vagabonds, simply, 
people without habitual, definite occupation or rehable means 
of livelihood. They are poor, having almost no property but 
their orni bodies ; and the use of these, tliat is, their labonr, 
they are not accustomed to hire out statedly and regularly, 
so as to obtain capital by wags, but only occasionally by the 
day or job, when driven to it by uece^ity. A family of these 
people will commonly hire, or " squat " and build, a httle log 
cabin, so made that it is only a shelter from rain, the sides not 
being chinked, and having no more furniture or pretension to 
comfort tlian is commonly provided a criminal in the cell of a 
prison. They will cultivate a little corn, and possibly a few 
roods of potatoes, cow-peas, and coleworts. They will own a 
few s\i'ine, that find their hving in the forest ; and pretty cer- 
tainly, also, a rifle and dogs ; and the men, ostensibly, occupy 
most of their time in hunting, I am, mainly, repeating the 
statements of one of the turpentine distillers, hut it was con- 
firmed by others, and by my own observation, so far as it went, 
A gentleman of Fayetteville told me that he had, several 
times, appraised, under oath, the whole household property of 
families of this class at less than ^20. If they have need of 
money to purchase clothing, etc., they obtain it by selling 
their game or meal, Ifthey have none of this to spare, or an 
insufficiency, they will work for a neighbouring farmer for a 
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few da^ and they usually get for their labour fifty cents a 
day, finding theinselves. The farmers and distillers say, that 
that they do not like to employ them., because they cauuot be 
relied upon to finish what they undertake, or to work accord- 
ing to directions ; and because, being white men, they cannot 
" drive " them. That is to say, their labour is even more 
inefficient and unmanageable than that of slaves. 

That I have not formed an exaggerated estimate of the 
proportion of such a class, will appear to the reader more 
probable from the testimony of a pious colporteur, given 
before a public meeting in Charleston, in February, 1855. I 
quote from a Charleston paper's report. The colporteur had 

been stationed at county, N.C. : — " The larger portion of 

the inhabitants seemed to be totally given up to a species of 
mental hallucination, which carried them captive at its wilL 
They nearly all believed implicitly in witchcraft, and attri- 
buted eveiything that happened, good or bad, to the agency 
of persons whom they supposed possessed of evil spirits." 

The majority of what I have termed turpentiuG-fermers — 
meaning the small proprietors of the long-leafed pine forest 
land—are people hut a grade superior, in character or condition, 
to these vagabonds. They have habitations more like houses 
— log-cabfns, commonly, sometimes chinked, oftener not — 
without windows of glass, but with a few pieces of substantial 
old-fashioned heir-loom furniture ; a vegetable garden, in 
which, however, you wUl find no vegetable but what they 
call " collards" (colewort) for " greens ;" fewer dogs, more 
swine, and larger clearings for maize, but no better crops than 
the poorer class. Their property is, nevertheless, often of 
considerable money value, consisting mainly of negroes, who, 
associating intimately with their masters, are of superior in- 
telligence to the slaves of the wealthier classes. 

Some of the larger proprietors, who are also oft«n cotton 
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planters, CTiltiTating the richer low lands, are said to be geotle- 
men of good estate — intelligent, cultivated, and hospitable. 

North Carolina baa a proverbial reputation for the igno- 
rance and torpidity of her people ; being, in this reapect, at 
the head of the Slave States. I do not find the recson of this 
in any innate quality of the popular mind ; but, rather, in the 
circumstances under which it finds its development. Owing 
to the general poverty of tlie soil in the Eastern part of the 
State, and to the almost exclusive employment of slave laboiu' 
on the soils productive of cotton ; owing, also, to the difficulty 
and expense of reaching market with btilty produce fi'om the 
interior and western districts, population and wealth is more 
divided than in the other AtJantic States ; industry is almost 
entirely rural, and there is but little communication or con- 
cert of action among the small and scattered proprietors of 
capita!. For the same reason, the advantages of education 
are more difficult to be enjoyed, the distance at which families 
reside apart preventing children from coming together in 
such numbers as to give remunerative employment to a 
teacher. The teachers axe, generally, totally unfitted for their 
business; young men, as a clergyman informed me, them- 
sfelvea not only unadvanced beyond the lowest knowledge of 
the elements of primary school learning, but often coarse, 
vulgar, and profene in their language and behaviour, who 
take up teaching as a temporary business, to snpply the de- 
mand of a neighbourhood of people as ignorant and unculti- 
vated as themselves. 

Tlie mtive wliite populolion of Nortli Carolinn ia . . 55fl,afi7 

Tlie whole while popnlation niidct 20 years, is . . . 301,100 

Ijcaviiig whiti! ndulla CTcr 20 249,101 

Of tlicac there are natives nlio caiinot n.i.d and wiite . 73.226» 



ihl Ceitus Btyoit, pp. 3 



Being more than one-fomih of the native white adnlta. 
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Bat the aspett of North Carolina with regard to slavery, 
is, in some respects, less lamentable than that of Virginia. 
There is not only less bigotry upon the subject, and more 
freedom of conversation, but I saw here, in the institution, 
moro of patriarchal character than in any other State. The 
slave more frequently appears as a family servant — a member 
of his master's family, interested with him in his fortune, good 
or bad. This is a result of the le^ concentration of wealth 
in families or individuals, occasioned by the circumstances I 
have described. Slavery thus loses much of ite inhumanity. 
It is still questionable, however, if, as the subject race ap- 
proaches civilization, the dominant race is not proportionately 
detained in its onward progress. One is forced often to ques- 
tion, too, in viewing slavery in this aspect, whether humanity 
and the accumulation of wealth, the prosperity of the master, 
and the happiness and improvement of the subject, are not in 
some degree incompatible. 

These later observations are made after having twice again 
passed through the State, once in a leisurely way on horse- 
bact. In some of the Western and Northern central parts 
of the Stete, there is much more enterprise, thrift, and comfort 
than in the Eastern part, where I had my first impressions. 

I left Fayetteville in a steamboat (advertised for 8 o'clock, 
left at 8.45) bound down Cape Fear Eiver to Wilmington. A 
description of the river, with incidents of the passage, will 
serve to show the character of most of the navigable streams 
of the cotton Slates, flowing mto the Atlantic and the Gulf, 
and of the manner of their navigation. 

The water was eighteen feet above its lowest summer stages ; 
the banks steep, thirty feet high from the present water sur- 
face — from fifty to one hundred feet apart — and covered with 
large trees f.nd ]uxi:ria:>t vegetation; the course crooted ; the 
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cmreiit very rapid ; tho trees overhanging the banks, and 
fcecjuently falling iato the chanaiel^making the navigation 
hazardous. The river is suhject to very rapid rising. The 
master told me that he had sometimes left his boat aground 
at night, and, on returning in the morning, found it fioating 
in twenty-five feet water, over tho same spot. The difference 
between the extremes of low stages and floods is as much as 
seventy feet. In summer, there are sometimes but eighteen 
inches of water on the hars : the boat I was in drew l>ut 
fourteen inches, light. She was a stern-wheel craft — the 
boiler and engme (high pressiire) being placed at opposite 
ends, to balance weights. Her burden was thiee hrmdied 
hari'ela, or sixty tons measurement. Thi=i is the chaiactei of 
most of the boats navigating the ri\ei— of which theip aie 
now hvelve. Larger boats are ahnoi^t u^ele^s m &ummei, 
from their liability to ground ; and ei en the bmaller ones, at 
low stages of water, carry no freight, but ait employed to tow 
up " flats " or shallow barges. At thitj season of the yeat, 
however, the steamboats are loaded close to the water's edge, 
Tho bulk of om- freight was turpentme , and the clofco prox- 
imity of this to the furnaces sugg^ted a danger fully equal 
t« that from snags or grounding. On calling the attention of a 
fellow-passenger to it, he told mo that a friend of his was once 
awakened from sleep, while lying in a berth on one of these 
boats, by a sudden, confused sound. Thinldng the boiler had 
buret, he drew the bed-clothing over his head, and laid quiet, 
to avoid breathing the steam ; until, feeling the boat ground, 
he ran out, and discovered that she was ou fire near the fur- 
nace. Having some valuable freight near by, which he was 
desirous to save, and seeing no immediate danger, tliough left 
alone on the boat, he snatched a bucket, and, di'aiving water 
from alongside, apphed it with such skill and rapidity as soon 
to quench the flames, and eventually to entirely cstinguish 
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the fire. Upon the retora of the ci-ew, a few i-epaira were 
made, steam y.-&s got up again, and the fcoat proceeded to hec 
destmation in safety. He afterwards ascertained that three 
hundred kegs of gunpowder were stowed beneath the deck 
that had been on fire — a cireunistance which sufficiently ac- 
counted for the panic-flight of the crew. 

Soon after leaving, we passed the Zephyr, wooding up : an 
hour later, our own boat was r«n to the bant, men jumped 
from her fore and aft, and fastened head and stem hnra to the 
trees, and we also commenced wooding. 

The trees had been cut away so aa to leave a clear space to 
the top of the bank, which was some fifty feet from the boat, 
and moderately steep. Wood, cut, split, and piled in ranks, 
stood at the top of it, and a shoot of plank, tivo feet wide and 
thirty long, conveyed it nearly to the watei'. The crew 
rushed to the wood-piles — master, passengers, and all, but 
the engineer and chambermaid, desei'ting the boat — and the 
wood was first passed down, as many as could, thi^owing into 
the shoot, and others fonning a line, and tossing it, from one 
to another, down the bank. From the wata^'s edge it was 
passed, in the same way, to its place on board, witli great 
rapidity — tlie crew exciting themselves with yells. They were 
aU blacks, but one. 

On a tree, near the top of the bank, a little box was 
nailed, on which a piece of paper was tocked, with this in- 
scription ; 

'''' ^ tt/i ^iei.av-'iiA ■ta-n.t'n. ^t•f3C€( ^pSo*/* tntA 
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and the master— just before the wood ■was all on board — 
hastily filled a blank order (torn from a book, like a check- 
book, leaving a memorandnm of the amount, etc.) on the 
on-ner of the boat for payment, to Mr. Sikes, for two cords of 
pine-wood, at 81 75, and two corda of hght-wood, at S2— 
and left it in the bos. The wood used had been measnred in 
the ranks with a rod, carried for the purpose, by the master, 
at the moment ha reached the bank. 

Before, with all possible haste, we had finished wooding, 
the Zephyr passed lis ; and, during the rest of the day, ahe 
kept out of our aight. As often as we met a steamboat, or 
passed any flata or rafts, our men were calling out to know 
how far ahead of us she was ; and when the anaw^ar came 
l.'iick each time, in an increasing number of miles, they told 
us that our boat was more than usually siuggisli, owing to an 
micommoniy heavy freight; but still, for some time, they 
were ready to make bets that we should get first to Wil- 
mington. 

Several times we were hailed from the ahore, to take on a 
passenger, or some light frtaght ; and these requests, as long 
as it was possibie, were promptly complied with — the boat 
being run up, so as to rest her bow upon the bank, and then 
shouldered off by the men, as if she had been a skiff. 

There were but three through-passengers, besides myself. 
Among them, was a glue-manufacturer, of Baltimore — get- 
ting orders feom the tarpentine-distillers, — and a turpentine- 
farmer and distiller. The glue-manufadurer said that, in 
liis fectory, they had formerly employed slaves ; had smce 
used Irishmen, and now employed Germans. Their opera- 
tions were carried on night and day, and one gang of the 
men had to relieve another. The shives they had employed 
never would be on hand, when tlie hour for relieving came. 
It was also necessary to be careM that certain operations 
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ehonld be performed at a certaia time, and some judgment 
and watchfulness was necessary, to fix this time : the slaves 
never could be made to care enough for the matter, to be 
depended upou for discretion, in this respect ; and great 
injury was freijuently done in coaaeq^uence. Some of the 
operations were disagreeable, aiid they would put one another 
up to thinking and saying that they ought not to be required 
to do such dirty work — and try to have their owners get 
them away from it. 

Irishmen, he said, worked very well, and to a certain extent 
faithfully, and, for a time, they hked them very much ; but 
they found that, in about a fortnight, an Irishman always 
thought he knew more than his master, and would exercise 
his discretion a little too much, as well as often directly dis- 
regard his orders. Irishmen were, he said, " ioo faithful " — 
that is, self-confident and ofiicinus. 

At length, at a hurried time, they had employed one or 
two Germans. The Irishmen, of course, soon quarrelled with 
them, and tlireatened to leave, if they were kept. Where- 
upon, they were, themselves, all discharged, and afidl crew of 
Germans, at much less wages, taken ; and they proved excel- 
lent hands — steady, plodding, rehable, though they never 
pretended to know anything, and said nothing about what 
they could do. They were easily instructed, obeyed orders 
fiiithfully, and worked fairly for their wages, without boasting 
or grumbling. 

The turpentine-distiller gave a good account of some of his 
men ; but said he was sure they never performed half aa 
much work as he himseM could ; and they sometimes would, 
of their own accord, do twice as much in a day, as could 
usually be got out of them. He employed a Scotchman at 
tlie " still ;" but he never would have white people at ordi- 
naiy work, because he couldn't drive them. He added, with 
o 2 
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the utmost simplicity — and I do not tliint any one present 
saw, at the time, how mnch the remark expressed more than 
it was intended to — "I never can drive a white man, for 
I know I could never hear to be driven, myself, by any- 
body." 

The other passenger was " a North of England man," as 
I suspecte<l from the fii-st words I heard from him — though 
he had been in this country for about twenty years. He was 
a meclianic, and employed several s!aves; but testified 
strongly of the espensive character of then labour ; and 
declared, without any reserve, that the system was minons in 
its effects upon the character and value of all classes of 
working men. 

The country on the river-bank was nearly all wooded, with, 
occasionally, a field of com, which, even in the low alluvial 
meadows, sometimes overflowed by the river, and enriched by 
ite deposit, had evidently yielded but a very meagre crop — 
the stalks standing singly, at great distances, and very smalL 
The greater part, even of these once rich low lands, that had 
been in cultivation, were now "turned out," and covered 
either with pines or broom-sedge and brushwood. 

At some seventy or eighty miles, I should think, below 
Fayetteville, the hanks became lower, and there was much 
B^vamp land, in which the ground was often covered with a 
confusion of lo^ and sawn lumber, mingled with other rub- 
bish, left by floods of the river. Tlie standing timber was 
very large, and many of the trees were hung with the long, 
waving draj«ry of the tylacdria, or Spanish moss, which, as 
well as the mistletoe, I here first saw in profusion. There 
was also a thick network among the trees, of beautiful climb- 
ing plants. I obsen'ed some very large grape-vines, and 
many trees of greater size than I ever saw of their species 
before. I infer that this soil, properly reclaimed, and pro- 
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tecied from floods of the river, might be most profitably used 
in the culture of the various half-tropical tree*! and shrubs, of 
whose fruits we now import so large and costly an amount. 
The fig, I have been informed, grows and beais luxuruntly at 
"Wilmington, seldom or never suflering in its ^sood, though a 
crop of fruit may be occasionally injured by a severe late 
spring frost. The almond, doubtless, would Biieceed equally 
well, so also the oHve ; but of none of these is there the 
slightest commercial value produced in Noili Carolina, or in 
all our country. 

In the evening we passed many boats and rafts, blazing 
with great fires, made upon a thick bed of clay, and their 
crews singing at their sweeps. Twenty miles above Wil- 
mington, the shores became marshy, the river wide, and the 
woody screen that had hitherto, in a great degree, hid the 
nakedness of the land, was withdrawn, leaving open to view 
only broad, reedy savannahs, on either side. 

"We reached Wilmington, the port at the month of the 
river, at half-past nine. Taking a carriage, I was driven fir9t 
to one hotel and aftervrards to another. They were both so 
crowded with guests, and excessive business duties so pre- 
vented the clerks from bemg tolerably civil to me, that I 
feared if I remained in either of them I should have another 
Norfolk experience. Wliile I was endeavouring to ascertain 
if there was a third public-house, in which I might, perhaps, 
obtain a private room, my eye fell upon an advertisement of a 
new railroad Une of passage to Charleston. A boat, to take 
passengers to the railroad, was to start every night, from 
Wilmington, at ten o'clock. It was already something past 
ten ; but being pretty sure that she would not get off punc- 
tually, and having a strong resisting impulse to being packed 
away in a close room, with any chance stranger the clerk of 
the hourie might choose to couple me with, I shouldered my 
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baggage and ran for the wharves. At half-past ten I waa 
looking at Wilmington over the stern of another little wheel- 
barraw-steamboat, pushing back up the riveT, AVhen or how 
I was to be taken to Charleston, I had not yet heen able to 
ascertain. The captain assured me it waa all right, and 
demanded twenty dolhu-s. Being in his power I gave it 
to him, and received in return a pocketful of tickets, 
guaranteeing the bearer passage from place to place ; of 
not one of which places had I ever heard before, except 
Charleston. 

The cabin was small, dirty, crowded, close, and smoky. 
Finding a warm spot in the deck, over the furnace, and to 
leeward of the chimney, I pillowed myself on my luggage and 
went to sleep. 

The ringing of the boat's bell awoke me, after no great 
hpae of time, and I found we were in a small creek, heading 
sonthward Presently we reached a wharf, near which stood 
a loLomctiTP and ti-ain. A long, nan'ow plank having been 
run out half a dozen white men, including myself, went on 
fehoip Then followed as many negroes, who appeared to be 
a lecent purchase of theii' owner. Owing, probably, to an 
nn laualh low tide, there was a steep ascent from the boat to 
the wharf and I was amused to see the anxiety of this gentle- 
man for the safe landing of his property, and especially to 
heal him curtfe them for their cai-eiessneas, as if their lives 
were of much greater value to him than to themselves. 
One ^as a woman. All carried over their shoulders some 
little baggage, probably all their personal effects, slung in a 
bhnket , and one had a dog, whose safe landing caused him 
nearly as much anxiety as his own did his owner. 

"Gib me da dog, now," said the dog's owner, standing 
half way up the plank. 

" Damn the dog," said the negro's owner ; '-' give me your 
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hand up here. Let go of the dog ; d'ye hear ! Let ^'•im 
tske care of himself." 

But the negro hugged the dog, and brought him safely on 
shore. 

After A short delay the train started : the single passenger 
eai was a fine one (made at Wilmington, Delaware), and just 
sufficiently warmed. I should have slept again if it had not 
been that two of the ais inmates were drunk — one of them 
uproariously. 

Passing through long stretchsH of cj'press swamps, with 
occasional intervals of either pine-barreng, or clear water 
ponds, in about two hours we came, intbe midst of the woods, 
to the end of the rails. In the vicinity could be seen a small 
tent, a shanty of loose boards, and a large, subdued fire, 
around which, upon the ground, a considerable number of men 
were stretched out asleep. This was the camp of the hands 
engaged in laying tlie rails, and who were thus daily extend- 
ing the distance which the locomotive could run. 

The conductor told me that there was here a break of about 
eighty miles in the rail, over which I should be transferred 
by a stage coa«h, which would come as soon as possible after 
the driver knew that the train had arrived. To inform him 
of tliia, the locomotive trumpeted loud and long. 

The negro property, which had been brought iip in a 
freight car, was immediatoly let out on the stoppage of the 
train. As it stepped on to the platform, the owner asked, 
" Are you all here ?" 

" Yes, massa, we is all heah," answered one. " Do dysef 
no harm, for we's all heah," added another, in an imder 

The negroes immediately gathered some wood, and taking 
a brand from the railroad hands, made a fire for themselves ; 
then, all but the woman, openijig t!ie;r bundles, wrapped 
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themselves in their blaiikets and went to sleep. TLe woman, 
bare-headei, and very inadequately dotlied as she was, stood 
for a long time alone, erect and atatue-like, her head bowed, 
gazing in the fire. She had taken no part in the hght chat 
of the others, and had given them no assistance in making 
the fire. Her di'esa too was not the usual plantation apparel. 
It was all sadly suggestive. 

The principal other freight of the train was one hundred 
and twenty bales of Northern hay. It belonged, as the con- 
ductor told me, to a plantei- who lived some twenty miles 
beyond here, and who had bought it in "Wilmington at a 
doUar and a half a hundred weight, to feed his mules. In- 
cluding the steamboat and railroad freight, and all the 
labour of getting it to his stables, its entire cost to him 
would not he much less than two dollars a hundred, or at 
least four times as much as it would have cost to raise and 
make it in the interior of New York or New England. 
There are not only several forage ci'ops which can be raised 
in South Carohna, that cannot be grown on account of the 
severity of the winter in the Free States, but, 0:1 a farm 
near Fayetteville, a few days before, I had seen a crop of 
natm:al grass growing in half-cultivated land, dead upon the 
ground; which, I think, would have made, if it had been 
cut and well ti'eated in the summer, three tons of hay to 
the acre. The owner of the land said that there was no 
better hay than it would have made, but he hadn't had time 
to attend to it. He had as much as his hands could do of 
other work at the period of the year when it should have been 
made. 

Probably the i-ase was sunilar with the planter who had 
bought this Nortliem hay at a price four times that which it 
woiild have cost a Northern farmer to make it. He had pre- 
ferred to employ bis slaves at other business. 
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The inference must be, either that there was most impro- 
baUy-fooKsh, bad management, or that the slaves were more 
profitably employed in cultivating cotton, than they could 
have been in cultivating maize, or other forage crops. 

I put the case, some days afterwards, to an English 
merchant, who had Iiad good opportuaities, and made it a 
part of his business to study such matters. 

" I have no doubt," said he, " that if hay cannot be ob- 
tained here, other valuable forage can, with less labour than 
anywhere at the North ; and all the Southern agricultural 
journals sustain this opinion, and declare it to be purely bad 
management that neglects these crops, and devotes labour to 
cotton, so esclnsively. Probably, it is so — at the present 
coat of forage. Kevertheless, the feet is also true, as the 
planters assert', that tl.ey cannot afford to apply tlieir labour 
to anything else but cotton. And yet, they complain that 
the price of cotton is so low that there is no profit in grow- 
ing it, which is evidently fiilse. You see that they prefer 
baying hay to raising it at, to say the least, three times what 
it costs yonr Northern fiirmers to raise it. Of course, if cotton 
could be grown in New York and Ohio, it could be afforded 
at one-third tlie cost it is here — say at three cents per pound. 
And that is my solution of the slavery question. Bring 
cotton down to three cents a pound, and there would be more 
abolitionists in South Carolina than in Massachusetts, If 
that can be brought about, in any way — and it is not impos- 
sible that we may hve to see it, as our railways are extended 
in India, and the French enlarge theu: free-labour plantations 
in Algiers— there will be an end of slavery." 

It vras jnst one o'clock when the stage-coa«h came for us. 
There w^ but one passenger beside myself — a Philadelphia 
gentleman, going to Columbia. AVe proceeded very slowly 
for about three miles, across a swamp, upon a " corduroy 
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road ;" then more rapidly, over rough ground, being tossed 
about in the coach most severely, for sis or eight milea 
further. Besides the driver, there was on the box the agent 
or superintendent of the coach line, who now opened the 
doors, and -we foimd outaelyea More a. \<i% sfeibfe, \:\ ftift 
midst of a forest of large pines. The driver took out a 
horse, and, moimting him, rode off, and we collected wood, 
splitting it with a hatchet that was carried on the coach, and, 
lighting it from the coach lamp, made a fire. It was very 
W)\A, ibe "aaM sm inc^ VnicV, ani a "heavy ^oar irost. IVe 
complained to the agent that there was no straw in the 
coach bottom, while there were large holes bored in it, that 
kept our feet escessiveiy cold. He said there was no straw 
to be had in the country. They were obliged to bed their 
horses mth pine leaves, which ivere damp, and would be of 
no service to us. The necessity for the holes he did not 
immediately explain, and we, in the exercise of our Yankee 
privilege, resolved that they were made with reference to the 
habit of expectoration, which we had observed in the car to 
be very general and excessive. 

In about half an hour the driver of the new stage came to 
us on the horse that the fir^t had iidden away A new set 
of horses wa^ brought out and attached to the coach, and we 
were driven on agam \n hour latei, the sun rose; we 
were itdl m pme-barrena once m several mdes passing 
through a clearing, with a log farm-houae, and a few negro 
huti about it , often thiough cypret-s swamps, and long poola 
of water 4t the end of ten miles we bredkfasted, and 
changed horses and diners at a steam saw-imll A lew milea 
fiuther on, we were askel ti get on the top of the coach, 
while it was driven through a awdmp, in which the water was 
over the road for a quarter of a mile, to such a depth that it 
coverea the foot-hoard The hortes reali\ groaned as they 



Hosted by Google 



SORTH CAROLINA, 203 

pBahed tliG thin ice away with their necks, and were very 
near swimmiiig. The holes in the coach bottom, the agent 
now told us, were to allow the water that would here enter 
the hody to flow out. At the end of these ten miles we 
changed again, at a cotton planter's house — a vei-y neat, well- 
built hoi^e, having pine trees about it, but very poor, oklj 
negro quarters. 

Since the long ford we had kept the top, the inside of the 
coach being wet, and I had been greatly pleased with the driv- 
ing—the coachman, a steady-going sort of a fellow, saying but 
little to his horses, and doing what swearing he thought 
necessary in English ; driving, too, with great judgment and 
skill. The coach was a fine, roomy, old-feshioned, fragrant, 
leathery affair, and the horses the best I had seen this side 
of Virginia. I eouid not resist expressing my pleasure 
with the whole establishment. The new team was ad- 
mirable ; four sleek, well-governed, eager, sorrel cobs, and 
the driver, a staid, bronzed-faced man, keeping them tight 
in hand, drove quietly and neatly, his whip in the socket. 
Aft«r about fifteen minwtes, during which he had been en- 
gaged in hushing down their too great impetuosity, he took 
out a large silver hunting-watch, and asked what time it 
was. 

" Quarter past eleven," said the agent. 

" Twelve minutes past," said the Philadelphian. 

" Well, fourteen, only, I am," said the agent, 

" Thirteen," said I, 

" Jnst thirteen, I am," said the driver, slipping back his 
watch to its place, and then, to the agent, " ha'an't touched 
a hand of her since I left old Lancaster," 

Suddenly guessing the meaning of what had been for 
some time astonishing me — " Ton are from the North ?" I 
asked. 
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And you, too, Mr. Agent ?" 
Yes, sif." 

" And the coach, and tlie cattle, and all ?" 

" All from Pennsylvania." 

" How long have you been here ?" 

" "We have been here about a fortaiglit, stocMug the roa3. 
We commenced regular trips yesterday. You are the first 
passenger through, air." 

It was, in fa«t, merely a transfer from one of the old 
National Eoad linea, complete. After a little further 
converaation, I asked, "How do you like the country, 
here ?" 

' Very nice country," said the agent. 

"It's the cussedest poor country God over created," 
napped out the driver. 

" You have to keep your horses on— — " 

"ShucJcs!" damn it." 

The character of the ac«nery was novel to me, the aurfiuje 
very flat, the soil a fine-grained, eilvery white sand, shaded 
by a continuous forest of large pines, which had ahed their 
lower branches, so that we could see from tlie coa«li-top, to 
the distance of a quarter of a mile, everything upon the 
ground. In the swamps, which were frequent and extensive, 
and on their borders, the pines gave place to cypresses, with 
great pedestal trunlra, and protuberant roots, throwing up an 
awkward dwarf progeny of shi^ub, cypress, and cmious bul- 
bous-like stumps, called " cyprraa-knees." Mingled with 
these were a few of our common deciduous tre^, the w ite- 
shafted sycamore, the gray beech, and the shrubby black- 
jack oak, with bi-oad leaves, brown and dead, yet glossy, and 
reflecting the sunbeams. Somewliat rarely, the red cedai-. 
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and more freijiieatly than any other except the cypress, the 
beautiful American holly. Added to these, there was often 
a thick undergrowth of evergreen shrubs. Vines and 
creepers of vuiuous kinds grew to the tops of the tallest trees 
and dangled beneath and between their branches, in intricate 
net-work. The tylandria hung in festoons, sometimea 
several feet in length, and often completely clothed the 
trunks, and every branch of the trees in tlie low ground. It 
ia like a fringe of tangled hair, of a hght gray pearly colour, 
and sometimes produces exquisite effects when slightly i-eil- 
ing the dark green, purple, and scarlet of tbe cedar, and the 
holly with their berries. The mistletoe also grew in large, 
vivid, green tufts, on the ends of the branches of the oldest 
and largest ti-eea. A small fine and wiry dead grass, hardly 
perceptible, even in the most open ground, from the coach- 
tops, was the only sign of herbage. Large black buzzards 
were constantly in sight, sailing slowly, high above the tree- 
fops. Flocks of larkSj quails, and robins were common, as 
were also doves, swifily flying in small companies. The red- 
headed woodpecker could at any time be heard hammering 
the old tree-trunks, and would sometimes show himself, after 
his rat-tat, cocking his head archly, and listening to hear if 
the worm moved under the bark. The drivers told me that 
they had on previous days, as they went over the road, seen 
deer, turkeys, and wild hogs. 

At every tenti mile, or thereabout, we changed horses ; 
and, generally, were allowed half an hour to stroll in the 
neighbourhood of the stable— the agent ol^erving that we 
could reach the end of the staging some hours before the care 
should leave to take us further ; and, as there were no good 
accommodations for sleeping there, we would pass the time 
quite as pleasantly on the road. We dined at " Marion 
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County House," a pleasant little village (and the only village 
wesawduringtlieday), with afmo pine-grove, a broad street, 
a court-house, a church or two, a school-house, aud a dozen 
or twenty dwellings. Towards night, we crossed the Great 
Pedee of the maps, the Big Pedee of the natives, in a ilafc 
boat. A large quantity of cotton, in bales, was upon the 
bank, ready for loading into a steamboat — when one should 
arrive — for Charleston, 

The country was very tbinly peopled ; lone houses often 
being several miles apart. The large majority of the dwell- 
ings were of logs, aud even those of the white people were 
often without glass windows. In the better class of cabins, 
the roof is usually built witli a curve, so as to project eight 
or ten feet beyond the log-wall ; and a part of this space, ex- 
terior to the logs, is enclosed with boards, making an addi- 
tional small room — -the remainder forma an opea porch. The 
whole cabin is often elevated on four comer-posts, two or 
three feet from Hie ground, so that the air may circulate 
under it. The fire-place is built at the end of the house, of 
sticks and clay, and the chimney is carried up outside, and 
often detached from the log-walls ; but the roof is extended at 
the gable, until in a Ime with its outer side. The porch has 
a railing in front, and a wide sheK at the end, on which a 
bucket of water, a gourd, and hand-basin, are usually placed. 
There are chairs, or benches, in the porch, and you often see 
women sitting at work in it, as in Germany. 

The logs axe usually hewn but little ; and, of course, as 
they are laid up, there will be wide interstices between them 
— which are increased by subsequent shrinking. These, very 
commonly, are not " chinked," or filled up in any way ; nor 
is the wall lined on the inside. Thtough the chinks, as you 
pass along the road, you may often see all that ia going on in 
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tlie house ; and, at niglit, the light of the fire shines brightly 
out on all sicies. 

Cabins, of this class, would almost always fee flanked by 
two or three negro huts. The cabins of the poor whites, 
much the largest in number, were of a meaner sort — being 
mere square pens of logs, roofed over, provided with a chim- 
ney, and usually with a shed of hoat'ds, supported by rough 
poets, before the door. 

Occasionally, where, near tlie banks of a water-course, the 
ailveiy sand was darkened by a considerable intermixture of 
mouldj there would he a large plantation, with negro-quarters, 
and a cotton-prras and gin-house. "We passed half a dozen of 
these, perhaps, durins the day. Where the owners r^ded 
in them, they would Itave comlbrtable-lookiug residences, not 
unlike the better class ot IN.ow England farm-houses. On the 
largest, however, there ivhs no lesidence for the owner, at all, 
only a small cottage, or wmtewashed cabin, for the overseer. 
The negro-cabins, here, were the emaUeet I had seen — I 
thought not more than twelve feet square, inside. They stood 
in two rows, with a wide street between them. They wera 
built of logs, with no windovra — no opening at all, except 
the doorway, with a chimney of sticks and mud ; with 
no trees about them, no porches, or shades, of any kind. 
Except for the chimney— the purpose of which I should not 
readily have guessed if I had seen one of them in New 
England — I should have conjectured that it had been builfc 
for a powder-house, or perhaps an ice-house — never for an 
animal to sleep in. 

We stopped, for some time, on this plantation, near where 
some thirty men and women were at work, repairing the road. 
The women were in majoi-ity, and were engaged at exactly 
the same labour as the men ; driving the carts, loading them 
with dirt, and dumping them upon the road ; cutting down 
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treea, and diawiitg wood by hand, to iay across the miry 
places; hoeing^ and shovelling. They were dressed in coarse 
gray go\\iis, generally very nnich bTirned, and very dirty; 
which, for greater convenience of working in the mud, were 
reefed up with a cord drawn tightly around the body, a little 
above the hips — the spare amount of skirt bagging out be- 
tween this and the waist-proper. On their legs were loose 
leggins, or pieces of blanket or bagging tvrapped about, and 
lashed with thongs ; and they wore very heavy shoes. Most 
of them had handkerchiefs, only, tied around their heads, 
some wore men's caps, or old slouched hats, and several were 



The overseer rode about among them, on a horse, carrying 
in hie hand a raw-hide whip, coBiJiantty directing and en- 
couraging them ; but, as my companion and I, both, several 
times noticed, as often as be visited one end of the line of 
operations, the hands at the other end would discontinue 
their laboiu, until he turned to ride towards them again. 
Clumsy, awkward, gross, elephantine in aU their movements ; 
pouting, grinning, and leering at us ; sly, sensual, and shame- 
less, in all their expressions and demeanoiu" ; I never before 
had witnessed, I thought, anything more revolting than the 
whole scene. 

At length, the overseer dismounted from his horse, and, 
giving him to a boy to take to the stables, got upon the 
coach, and rode with us several miles. Fix)m the conversation 
I had with bim, as well as from what I saw of his conduct in 
the field, I judged that he was an uncommonly fit man for 
his duties ; at least ordinarily amiable in disposition, and not 
passionate ; but deliberate, watchful, and efficient. I thought 
he would he not only a good economist, but a firm and con- 
siderate officer or master. 

K these women, and their ehildven after them, were always 
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natnrally and necessarily to remain of the character and 
capacity stamped on their faces— as ia probably the opinion of 
their owner, in common with most wealthy South Carolina 
planters — I don't know that they could be much less miserably 
situated, or guided more for their own good and that o£ the 
world, than they were. They were fat enough, and didn't 
look as if they were at all overworked, or harassed by cares, 
or oppressed by a consciousness of their degradation. If that 
is all— as some think. 

Afterwards, while we were changing at a house near a 
crossing of roads, strolhng oft' in the woods for a short dis- 
tance, I came upon two small -white-topped waggons, each 
with a pair of horses feeding at its pole ; near them was a dull 
camp fire, with a hake-kettle and cofiee-pot, some blankets 
and a chest upon Uie ground, and an old negro sitting with 
Lis head bowed down over a meal sack, while a negro boy 
was combing his wool with a common horse-card. " Good 
evening, uncle," said I, approaching them. "Good evening, 
sar," he answered, without looking up. 

" Where are you going ?" 

" Well, we ain't gwine newer, master ; we's peddlin' tobacco 

" Where did you come from ?" 

" From Kockingham County, Norf Car'lina, master." 

" How long have you been coming from there ?" 

" 'Twill he seven weeks, to-morrow, sar, sin we leif home." 

" Have you most sold out ?" 

" We had a hundred and seventy-five boxes in both wag- 
gons, and we's sold all but sixty. Want to buy some tobacco, 
master ?" (Looking np.) 

" No, tliank yon ; I am only waiting here, while the coach 
changes. How much tobacco is there in a box ?" 

" Seventy-five pound." 

vol,. I. p 
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" Are tliese the boxes ?" 

"No, them is our provision boses, master. Show de 
gemman some of der tobacco, dah." (To the boy.) 

A couple of negroes here passed along near us ; the old 
man hailed them : 

" Ho dah, boys ! Doan yon want to buy some backey ?" 

" No." (Decidedly.) 

" Well, I'm sorry for it." (Keproachfully.) 

" Ai-e you bound homeward, now ?" I asked. 

" No, master ; wish me was ; got to sell all our backey 
fuss ; you don't want none, master, does you ? Doan you 
tink it pretty fair tobacco, sar ? Jnss try it : it's right sweet, 
reckon you'll find." 

" I don't wish any, thank you ; I never use it. Is your 
master with you ?" 

" No, sar ; he's gone across to Marion, to-day." 

" Do you like to be travelling about, in this way ?" 

" Yes, master ; I likea it very well." 

" Better than staying at home, eh ?" 

" Well, I likes my country better dan dia ; must say dat, 
master ; likea my country better dan dis. I'se a free nigger 
in my country, master." 

" Oh, you are a free man, are you ! North Carolina is a 
better country than this, for free men, I suppose." 

"Yes, master, I hkes my country de best; I gets five 
dollar a month for dat boy," (Hastily, to change the 
subject.) 

" He is your son, is he ?" 

"YgSjSM'; he drives dat waggon, I drives dis; andlhaant 
seen him fore, master, for six weeks, till dis mornin'." 

" How were you separated ?" 

" We separated sis weeks ago, sar, and we agreed to meet 
here, last night. We didn', dough, till dia mornin'." 
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Tke old man's tone softened, and he regarded his son with 



" 'Pears, dough, we was bofe heah, hist night ; but I 
couldn't find um till dis mornin'. Lis momin' some niggare 
tole me dai- war a niggar camped off yacder in de wood ; and 
I knew 'twas him, and I went an' found him right off," 
" And what wages do you get for yourself ?" 
" Ten dollars a month, master." 
" That's pretty good wages," 

" Yes, master, any niggar can get good wages if he's a 
mind to be industrious, no matter wedder he's slave or free," 
" So you don't like this country aa well as North Caro- 
lina?" 

" No, master. Fac is, master, 'pears like wite folks doan' 
ginerally like niggars in dis country ; day doan' ginerally 
talk so to niggara like as do in my country ; de niggars ain't 
so happy heah ; 'pears like de wite folks was kind o' different, 
somehow, I doan' hke dis country so well ; my country suits 
me very well." 

" Well, I've been thinking, myself, the niggara did not 
look so well here as they did in North Carolina and Virginia ; 
they are not so well clothed, and they don't appear so bright 
as they do there." 

"Well, master, Sundays dey is mighty well clothed, dis 
country ; 'pears like dero an't nobody looks better Sundaj^a 
dan dey do. But Lord ! workin' days, seems like dey haden 
no cli^e dey could keep on 'um at all, master. Bey is a'mos' 
naked, wea deys at work, some on 'em, ^Vhy, master, np in 
our country, de wite folks — why, some on 'em has ten or 
twelve niggars ; dey doan' hev no real big plantation, like 
dey has heah, but some on 'em has ten or twelve niggars, may 
be, and dey jusa Hves and talks along wid 'em ; and dey 
treats 'um most as if dem was dax own chile. Dey doan' 
p 2 
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keejj no niggara dey can't treat so ; dey won't keep 'em, won't 
lie bodered wid 'era. If dey gets a niggar and he doan 
behave hunself, day won't keap him ; dey juas tell him, sar, 
he must look up anuddei- master, and if he doan' find hisself 
one, I tell 'on, whea de trader cum along, dey sails him, and 
he totag him away. Deyallers sell off all de bad niggara out 
of our country ; dat's de way all de bad aiggar and all dem 
no-aeeount niggai keap a cumin' down beah ; dat's de way 
On't, master." 

"Yes, tliat's the way of it, I suppose; these big plan- 
tations are not just the best thing for niggers, I see that 
plainly." 

" Master, you wan't raise in dis country, was 'ou ?" 

" No ; I came from the North." 

" I tort so, ear ; I knew 'ou wan't one of dis country people ; 
'peared like 'ou was one o' my country people, way 'ou talks ; 
and I loves dem kiae of people. Won't you take some 
whisky, sar ? Heah, you boy ! bring dat jug of whisky dah, 
out o' my waggon ; in dah, — in dat bos under dem foddar." 

"No, don't trouble yourself, I am very much obliged to 
you ; but I don't like to dimk whisky." 

" Like to have you diink some, master, if you'd like it, 
You's right welcome to it. 'Pears like I knew you was one 
of my country people. Ever been in Greensboro,' master ? 
dat's in Guilford." 

" No, I never was there. I came from New York, further 
North than your country." 

"New York, did 'ou, master? I heerd New York was what 
dey calls a Free State ; all de niggars free dah." 

"Yes, that is so." 

" Not no slaves at all ; well, I espac dat's a good ting, for 
all de niggars to he free, Greensboro' is a right comely 
town; tain't like dese heah Souf Car'lina towns." 
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"I have heard it spoken of as a beautiful town, and there 
are some iine people there." 

" Yes, dere's Mr. , I knows him — he's a mighty- 
good man." 

" Do you know Mr. ~ ?" 

" yes, sar, he's a mighty fine man, he is, master ; ain't no 
hetter kind of man dan him." 

" Well, I must go, or the coach will he kept waiting for me. 
Good-bye to you." 

" Far'well, master, fer'well ; 'pears like it's done me good 
to see a man dat's cum out of my country again. Far'well, 
master." 

We took supper at a neat lo^-tabin standint; a short 
distance off the r Dad with a heautilu! evergreen oak the first 
I had observed, in front of it There was no gloss m the 
windows, but draperv of white muslin restrained the ciirientg 
of air, and during the da) T\yuld let m snfhcient light, ^hJe a 
blazing wood-fire both warmed and lighted the room by night. 
A rifle and powder-horn hung near the fire-place, and the 
master of the house, a fine, hearty, companionable fellow, said 
that he had lately shot three deer, and that there were plenty 
of cats, and foxes, as well as turkeys, hares, squirrels, and 
other small game in the vicinity. It was a perfectly charm- 
ing little backwoods iarm-house — good wife, supper, and all ; 
but one disagreeable blot darkened tlie otherwise most agree- 
able picture of rustic civilization — we were waited upon at 
table by two excessively dirty, slovenly-dressed, negro girls. 
In the rear of the cabin were two hovels, each lighted by large 
fires, and apparently crowded ^vith other slaves belonging to 
the family. 

Between nine and ten at night, we reached the end of the 
completed railroad, coming up in search for that we had left 
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the previous night. There ivas another camp and fire of the 
workmen, and in a little white frame-hoase we found a com- 
pany of engineers. There were two trains and locomotives on 
the track, and a gang of negroes was loading cotton into one 
of them. 

I strolled off until I reached an opening in the woods, in 
which was a cotton-field and some negro-cabins, and beyond 
it large girdled trees, among which were two negroes with 
dogs, harking, yelping, hacking, shouting, and whistling, 
after 'coons and 'possums. Returning to the raibaad, I 
found a comfortable, warm paseenger-car, and, wrapped in 
my blanket, went to sleep. At midnight I was awakened by 
loud laughter, and, looking out, saw that the gang of negroes 
had made a fire, and were enjoying a right merry repast. 
Suddenly, one raised such a sound as I never heard before ; a 
long, load, musical shout, rising and falling, and breaking 
into falsetto, his voice ringing through the woods in the clear, 
frosty night air, lite a bugie-caU. As he finished, the melody 
was caught up by another, and then another, and then by 
several in chorus. When there was silence again, one of 
them cried out, as if bursting with amusement : " Did yer 
see de dog ?— when I began eeohing, he tarn roun' an' look 
me straight into der face ; ha ! ha ! ha !" and the whole party 
broke into the loudest peals of laughter, as if it was the very 
best joke they had ever hoard. 

After a few minutes I conld hear one urging the rest to 
come to work again, and soon he stepped towards the cotton 
bales, saying, "Come, brederen, come; let's go at it; come 
now, eoho ! roU away ! eeoho-eeoho-weeioho-i !" — and the rest 
taking it up as before, in a few moments they all had their 
shoulders to a bale of cotton, and were rolling it up the em- 
bankment. 

About half-past three, I was awakened again by the whistle 
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of the loeomotivCj answering, I suppose, the horn of a stage- 
coach, which in a few minutes drove up, bringing a mail. A 
negro man and woman who had been sleeping near me, 
replenished the fire ; two other passengera came in, and we 
started. 

In the woods I saw a negro by a fire, while it was still 
night, shaving shingles very industriously. He did not even 
stop to look at the train. No doubt he was a slave, workiug 
by task, and of his own accord at night, that he might have 
the more daylight for his own purposes. 

The negroes enjoy fine blazing fires in the open air, and 
make them at everj- oppoi-tunity. The train on this road was 
provided with a man and maid-servant to attend to tfee fire 
and wait on the passengers — a very good arrangement, by the 
way, yet to be adopted on our own long passenger trains. 
When we arrived at a junction where we were to change cars, 
as soon as all the pa^engers bad left the train, they also left ; 
but instead of going into the station-house with us, they im- 
mediately collected some pine branches and chips, and getting 
a brand from the locomotive, made a fire upon the ground, 
and seated themselves by it. Other negroes soon began to 
join them, and as they approached were called to : " Doan' yer 
cum widout som' wood ! Doan' yer cum widout som' wood !" 
and every one liad to make his contribution. At another 
place, near a cotton plantation, I found a woman collecting 
pine leaves into heaps, to be carted to the cattle-pens. She, 
too, had a fire near her. " "What aie you doing with a fire, 
aunty ?" " Oh, jus' to warm my bans wen dey gita cold, 
massa." The weather was then almost uncomfortably warm 

We were running during the forenoon, for a hundred miles, 
or more, in a southerly direction, on nearly a straight course, 
throagh about the middle of the State of South Carolina. 
The greater part of this distance, the flat, sandy pine barrens 
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contiuued, scarcely a foot of grading, for many miles at a time, 
having been required in the construction of the railroad. As 
the Bwamps, which were still frequent, were crossed on piles 
and tressel-work, the roads must have been built verj- cheaply 
— the land damages being nothing. We passed from the 
track of one company to that of another, several times dmriiig 
the day — the speed was from fifteen to twenty miles an hour, 
Tivith long stoppages at the stations. -A conductor said they 
could easily tun forty miles, and had done it, including stop- 
pages ; but they were forbidden now to make fast time, from 
the injury it did the road — the superstructure being much 
more shaken and liable to displacement in these light sands 
than on our Northern roads. The locomotives that I saw 
were all made in Philadelphia ; the cars were ail from the 
Hartford, Conn., and "Worcester, Mass., manufactories, and 
invariably, elegant and comfortable. The road.s seemed to 
be doing a heavy freighting business with cotton. We passed 
at the turn-outs half a dozen trains, with nearly a thousand 
bales on each, hat the number of passengers was always small. 
A slave country can never, it is evident, furnish a passenger 
traffic of much value. A majority of the passenger trains, 
which I saw used in the South, were not paying for the fuel 
and wages expended in running them. 

For an hour or two we got abave the sandy zone, and info 
the second, middle, or " wave " region of the State. The 
surface here was extremely undulating, gracefully swelling and 
dipping in bluffs and dells — the soil a mellow brown loam, 
with some indications of fertility, especially in the valleys. 
Yet most of the ground was occupied by pine woods (pro- 
bably old-field pine^, on exhausted cotton-fields). For a few 
miles, on a gently sloping siu-face of the same sort of soil, 
there were some enormously large cotton-fields. 

I saw women working again, in large gangs with men. In 
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one case they were distiibuting manure — ditch scrapings it 
appeared to be— and the mode of operation was this : the 
manure had been already carted into heaps upon the ground ; 
a number of the women were carrying it in from the heap in 
baskets, ou their heads, and one in her apron, and spreading 
it with their hunda between the ridgea on which the cotton 
grew iaat year ; the rest followed with great, long-handled, 
heavy, clumsy hoes, and pulled down the ridges over the 
maniu-e, and so made new ridges for the next planting, I 
asked a jTJung planter who continued with me a good part of 
the day, why they did n:>t use ploughs. He said this was 
rather roagh land, and a plough wouldn't work in it very 
weU. It was light soil, and smooth enough for a parade 
ground. The ^t is, in certain parts of South Carolina, a 
plough is yet an almost imknown instrument of tillage. 

About noon we turned east, on a tra«k running direct to 
Charleston. Pine barrens continued alternating with swamp, 
with some cotton and corn fields on the edges of the latter. 
A few of the pines were " boxed " for turpentine ; and I un- 
derstood that one or two companies from North Carolina had 
been operating here for several years. Plantations were not 
very often seen along the road through the sand ; but stations, 
at which cotton was stored and loading, were comparatively 
frequent. 

At one of the stations an empty car had been attached to 
the train ; I had gone into it, and was standing at one end of 
it, when an elderly countryman with a young woman and 
three little children entered and took seats at the other. The 
old man took out a roll of deerskin, in which were bank-bills, 
and some email change. 

" How much did he say 'twould be ?" he inqnired. 

" Seventy cents." 

" For both on us ?" 
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" For ea«li on us." 

" Both on as, I reckon," 

" Reckon it's each." 

" IVe got jess seTenty-five cents in hard money." 

" Give it to him, and tell >iim it's all yer got ; reckon hell 
let us go." 

At this I moyed, to attract their attention ; the old man 
started, and looked towards me for a moment, and said no 
more. I soon afterwards walked out on the platform, passing 
him, and the conductor came in, and collected their fare ; I 
then returned, and stood near them, looking out of the 
window of the door. The old man had a good-humoured, 
thin, withered, very brown face, and there was a speaking 
twinkle in his eye. He was dressed in clothes much of the 
Quaker cut^-a broad-brimmed, low hat ; white cotton shirt, 
open in front, and without cravat, showing his hairy breast ; 
a long-skirted, snuff-coloured coat, of very coarse homespim ; 
short trousers, of brown di-illing ; red woollen stockings, and 
heavy cow-hide shoes. He presently asked the time of 
day ; I gave it to him, and we continued in conversation, as 
follows : — 

" Eight cold weather." 

" Yes." 

*' G'wine to Erauchville ?" 

" I am going beyond there — to Charleston." 

" Ah — come from Hamburg this momin'?" 

" No — from beyond there." 

" Did ye ? — where 'd you come from ?" 

" From Wilmington." 

" How long yer hen comin' ?" 

" I left Wilmington night before last, about ten o'clock. 
I have been ever since on the road." 

" Reckon yer a night-bird." 
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" What ?" 

" Beckon you are a night-bird — what we calls a night- hawk ; 
keeps a goin' at night, you know." 

" Yes — I've been going most of two nights," 
" Reckon so ; kinder red your eyes is. Live in Charleston, 
do ye ?" 

" No, I live in New York." 
" New York— that's a good ways, yet, ain't it ?" 
" Yes." 

"Beckon yer arter a chicken, up here." 
" No." 

" Ah, ha — reckon ye are." 

The young woman laughed, lifted her shoulder, and looked 
out of the window. 

"Beckon ye'll get somebody's ehicken." 
"I'm afraid not." 

The young woman laughed again, and tossed her head, 
" Oh, reckon ye will — ah, ha ! But yer mustn't mind my 
fun." 

" Not at all, not at all. Where did you come from ?" 

"Up here to ; g'wine hum; g'wine to stop down 

here, next deeper. How do you go, w'en you get fo 
Charleston ?" 

" I am going on to New Orleans." 
" la New York beyond New Orleans ?" 
" Beyond New Orleans ? Oh, no." 
"In New Orleans, is't? 
"What?" 

" New York is somewhere in New Orleans, ain't it?" 
" No ; it's the other way— beyond Wilmington." 
" Oh ! Been pretty cold thar ?" 

"Yes; there was a foot and a half of snow there, last 
week, I bear." 
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" Lord o'massy ! why ! have to feed all the cattle ! — whew ! 
— ha. ! — whew ! don't wonner ye com' away." 

" Yon are a fivrmer." 

" Yes." 

" Well, I am a fermer, too." 

" Be ye — to New York ?" 

" Yes ; how much land have you got ?" 

" A hundred and twenty-five acres ; how much have you ?" 

" J'^t about the same. What's your land worth, here ?" 

" Somo on't — what we call swamp-land— knder low and 
wet like, you know— that's worth five dollars an acre ; anJ. 
mainly it's worth a dollar and a half or two dollars — that's 
takin' a common trac' of upland. What'a yours worth ?" 

" A hundred and fifty to two hundred dollars," 

" What !" 

"A hundred and fifty to two hundred." 

"BoDars?" 

" Yes." 

" Not an acre ?" 

"Yes." 

" Good Lord ! yer might as well buy niggers to oust. Do 
you work any niggers ?" 

"No." 

" May be they don't have niggers — that ia, slaves— to New 
York." 

" No, we do not. It's against the' law." 

"Yes, I heerd 'twas, some place. How do yer get yer 
work done ?" 

" I hire white men— Irishmen generally," 

" Do they work good ?" 

" Ye?, better tlian negroes, I think, and don't cost neatly 
as much," 

" What do yer have to give 'em ?" 
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" Eight or nine iJoHttrs a month, and board, for common 
hands, by the year." 

" Hi, Lordy ! and they work up right smart, do they ? 
"Why, yer can't get any kind of a good nigger less'n twelve 
dollars a month," 

"And board?" 

" And board 'em ? yes ; and clothe, and blank, and shoe 
'em, too." 

He owned no negroes himself and did not hire any. 
" They," his family, " made their own crap." They raised 
maize, and sweet potatoes, and cow-peas. He reckoned, in 
general, they made about three barrels of maize to the acre ; 
sometimes, as much as live. He described to me, as a novelty, 
a plough, with " a sort of a wing, like, on one side," that 
pushed off, and turned over a slice of the ground ; from 
which it appeared that he had, until recently, never seen a 
mouid-board ; the common ploughs of this country being con- 
structed on the same principles as those of the Chinese, and 
only rooting the gi'ound, like a hog or a mole — not cleaving 
and turning. He had never heard of working a plough with 
more than one horse. He was frank and good-natured ; em- 
barrassed his daughter by coarse jokes about herself and her 
babies, and asked me if I would not go home with him, and, 
when I declined, pressed me to come and see them when I 
returned. That I might do so, he gave me directions how to 
get to his farm ; observing that I must start pretty early in 
the day-— because it would not be safe for a stranger to try to 
cross the swamp after dark. The moment the train began to 
check its speed, before stopping at the place at which he was 
to leave, he said to his daughter, " Come, gal ! quick now ; 
gather up yer young ones!" and stepped out, pulling her after 
him, on to the platform. As they walked off, I noticed that 
he strode ahead, like an Indian or a gipsy man, and she car- 



Hosled by Google 



222 COTTON A 

ried in her arms two of the children and a bnndle, while the 
third child held to her skirts. 

A party of fashionably-dressed people took the train for 
Charleston — two famihes, apparently, retaming from a visit 
to their plantations. They came to the station in handsome 
coaches. Some minutes before the rest, there entered the car, 
in which I was then again alone, and redining on a bench in 
the corner, an old nurse, with a baby, and two young negro 
women, having care of half a dozen children, mostly girls, 
from three to fifteen years of age. As they closed the door, 
the negro girls seemed to resume a conversation, or quarrel. 
Their language was loud and obscene, such as I never heard 
before from any but the most depraved and beastly women of 
the streets. Upon observing me, they dropped their voices, 
but not with any appearance of shame, and continued their 
altercation, until their mistresses entered. The white chil- 
dren, in the mean time, had hstened, without any appearance 
of wonder or annoyance. The moment the ladies opened the 
door, they became silent.* 

* Fn>m fhe Southfi-n Citivator, June, 1855— " Children m-e foDd'of th« 
company of negroes, not only becnlise the defei-ence shown tliem miilws them feel 
pBtfec-tly at ease, but the subjects of conrersstinn m-e on a level with their capadtj; 
while the simple tales, and tile witch and ghs^t stories, so common among nejpies, 
excite the joiing im^in,ition and «illst the leelings. If, in this associaljon, th« 
child becomes lamilinr with indelicate, I'ulgar, and iHScirious manners and cou- 
versation, aa iropifssion is made upon the mind and heart, which Insts for vcars— 
perhapi for life. Could we, in all cii£e.s t™" effects to their real causes. 1 doubt 
not but manj young men anil wom«i, of respectable pai-enlnge and bright prospects, 
who have made shipwi-eck of all their earthly hiipei. have been led to the fiital 
step by the seeds of corruption which, in the dap of childhood and youth, were 
■own in their hearts by the indelicate and lascivious mannei-s and conversation of 
tlieir &thei-*s negroes,'^ 

Fi-on, nn Addi-eas of CSflrawflor Harper, prepared for and read before the 
Soshty for the Adeinaemeat of Learning, of South Carolina. — "I have said the 
tendency of our institution is to elevate tlie female characltr, as well as that of the 

" And, permit me to say, that this elevation of Ihe female chaiacter is no less 
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LMllectual cultivation of tha 
iHler Ki. it would, iad«d, be intolerable, if, nhen one class of society is neces 
Eiiii]- degivided in this resiicci;, ai cempen^tiou were made b} the superior eleva 
lion suii purity of the olier. Sot only essential puiitj ol conduct but the 
atmii$e purity of manners. And, I nill ndd, thougii it mif incui the formidable 
charge of nffectation or prudery; a greater seiisrity oj d-.'-omai ikan ts required 
elseahire, ii neeesiary omong tn. Always should be =trennoiisly resioted the at- 

foreign European, and, especially, of continental niannei'i Let us saj iie mil 
not have tie maaiurt of South Caroliiui changed." 
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CHAPTEK VI. 

SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEOIiUIA, SUB^^EYED, 

Savannah. —Vfhile riding, aimlessly, in the suburbs, I came 
upon a square field, in the midst of an open pine-wood, par- 
tially inclosed ivith a dilapidated wooden paling. It proved 
to be a grave-yard for negroes. Dismounting, and fastening 
my horse to a gate-post, I walked in, and found much in the 
monuments to interest me. Some of these were mere billeta 
of wood, others were of brick and marble, and some were 
pieces of plank, cut in the ordinary form of tomb-stones. 
Many family-lots were inclosed with railings, and a few 
flowers or evergreen slirubs had sometimes been planted on 
the graves ; but these were generally broken down and with- 
ered, and the ground was overgrown mth weeds and briars. 
I spent some time in examining the inscriptions, the greater 
number of which were evidently painted by self-taught negroes, 
and were cnriously illustrative both of their condition and 
character. I transcribed a few of them, as Hterally as pos- 
aibls, as follow: 

"SAOEED 

TO THE MEMORY 

OP HENKY. Gleve. lio 

DiduJASC4KYl9lS49 

Age a." 
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"BALDWING 
In men of Chables 
who d!ed NOV 
20. The 184(1 
aged 62 yeara Blessed are the 
dead who dieth 

Even BO EOid 

the SPerit, For 

the Rest From 

Thair " 



[The remainder rotted off. 



"DEAR 

WIFE OP 

JAMES DELBUG 

BOBN 1814 DIED 18S2.' 



tuhut 29 1852 

[The foUowing on marble.] 

" To record the worth fidolily and virtue of Eeynolda Watlo, (who died on 
the 2i day of May 1829 u,t Hie age of 21 years, in giving birth fc. her 3d 
cliild). 

" Reared from infancy by an affuelionate mistress and trained bj her in 
the patlis of virtue. She was strictly inorai in her depottraeut, faitlifnl and 
devoted in Ijer duty and heart and sonl a 

[Sand drifted over the remainder,] 

There were a few others, of similar character to the aboYe, 
erected by whites to the memory of fevourite ser\'anta. The 
following was on a lai-ge brick tomb : — 

"Tiiis tublet is erctttd to record tlie demise of Rev. HENRY 
CUNNINGHAM, Foundc-r and subsequent pastor of the 2d AfrieBii 
CLnl-cli for 39 years, who yielded Lis spirit to ita master the 20 of Mtirtli 
1842, aged 83 years." 

XO'... I. Q 
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[Followed by an inscription to the memory of Mra. Cun- 
liiigham.] 

"Tliis TSViU is erected by tlio 2d African Church, aa a token o( 



The following is upon a large stone table. The reader wiU 
observe its date ; but I must add that, while in North Caro- 
lina, I beard of two recent occasions, ia which public religious 
services had been interrupted, and the preachers — very esti- 
mable coloured men— pubhcly whipped. 

" Sacred to fiio memory of Anilrew Brian pastor of Jst colored Baiitiat 
churcli in Savannah. God was Fleibsed to lay bis honour ueai Ms heart 
and impress the worth and weight of souls upon liia mind that he was con- 
strained to Preach the QoHpul to dieiig worW, particularly to the sable 
Bousofaftica. tliongh he labored uiidor many disadvantiiga yet thought 
in the scliool of Cliiist, be iros ah^ la bring out new and old out of the 
treasury Am) bo Ims done more gouu umoiig the poor staves than all the 
learned Doctors in America, Hu nub im prisoned for the Gospel without 
any ceremony was severely wlii[.|voiJ. But while under tlie lash ho lold 
Ilia proaecutor he rejoiced not only to be whipped bat he was willing for 
to suffer death for tlie cause of CHBIST. 

"He continued preaching the Gosppl nntil Oct 6 1812. He was 
Buppoaod to be 96 years of age, his remaina were interd with peculiar 
respect an aildress was delivered by the Eev. Mr Johnston Dr. KoUuok 
Thomas Williams and Henry Cunningham He waa an honour to human 
nature an ornament lo religion and a friend to maukind. His memory ig 
still precious in the (hearts) of the living. 

" Afflief*d Ions he bore the rod 



Ko (erroi-E in his lonke was seen 

A Saviours smile dispelled Ihn gloom 

And smODtheJ ths passage to the tomb. 

" I heard a voice from Heaven saying uiito me. Write, Blessed are fho 
dead which die in the Lord ffom iienceforth 1 Yea saith the Spirit that 
they may rest from the labours. 

" This sione ia erected hy tlie First Colored Cliureh as a token of lovu 
for their most faithful pastor. A. D. 1821." 



Hosted by Google 



SOUTH CiEOLINA AND QEOKGH. 227 

Plantation, February — . I left town yesterday mommg, 
on horseljack, with a letter ia my pocket to Mr. X., under whose 
roof I am now writing. The weather waa fine, and, indeed, 
siaco I left Virginia, the weather for out-of-door piirposea 
has been as fine as can he imagined. The exercise of walk- 
ing or of riding warms oae, at any time between sunrise and 
aunset, sufficiently to allow an overcoat t6 be dispensed with, 
while the air is yet brisk and stimulating. The public- 
houses are overcrowded with Northerners, who congratulate 
themselves on having escaped from the severe cold, of which 
they hear from home. 

All, however, who know the country, out of the large 
towns, say that they have suSereJ more from cold here than 
ever at the North ; because, eseept at a few first-class hotels, 
and in the better sort of mansions and plantation residences, 
any provision for keeping houses warm is so entirely neglected. 
It is, indeed, too cool to sit quietly, even at midday, out of 
sunshine, and at night it is often frosty. As a general rule, 
■with such exceptions as I have indicated, it will be full two 
hours after oue has asked for a fire in his room before the 
servants can be got to make it. The expedient of closing a 
door or window to exclude a draught of cold air seems really 
to be unknown to the negroes. Prom the time I left Eieh- 
mond, until I arrived at Charleston, I never but once knew a 
servant to close the door on leaving a room, unless he was 
reijuested at the moment to do so. 

The public houses of the smaller towns, and the country 
houses generally, are so loosely built, and so rarely have un- 
broken glass windows, that to sit by a fire, and to avoid re- 
maining in a draught at the same time, is not to be expected. 
As the number of Northerners, and especially of invalids, 
who come hither in winter, is every year increasing, more com- 
fortable accommodations along the line of travel must soon be 
Q 2 
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provided ; if not by native, then by Northern enterprise. 
Some of the hotels in Florida, indeed, are akeady, I under- 
stand, nnder the management of Northerners ; and this 
winter, cooks and waitei-s have been procured for them from 
the North. I observe, also, that one of them advertises that 
meats and vegetables are received by every steamer from New 
York. 

Wlienever comfortable quartera, and means of conveyance 
are extensively prorided, at not immoderately great expense, 
there must be a great migration Lei'e every mnter. The 
climate and the ecenery, aa well as tbe fioeiety of the more 
wealthy plantexs' femilies, are attractive, not to invalids alone, 
but even more to men and women who are able to enjoy in- 
vigorating recreations. Nowhere in the world could a man, 
with a sound body and a quiet conscience, live more plea^ 
^antly, at least as a guest, it seems to me, than here where I 
am. I was awakened this morning by a servant making a 
fire in my chamber. Opening the window, I found a clear, 
brisk air, but without frost^the mercuiy standing at 35' F. 
There wae not a sign of winter, except that a few cypress trees, 
hung with seed attached to pretty pendulous tassels, were leaf- 
less, A grove which sarronnded the house was all in dark ver- 
dure ; there were green oranges on trees nearer the window ; 
the buds were swelling on a jessamine-vine, and a number of 
camelia-japonieas were in full bloom ; one of them, at least 
seven feet high, and a large compact shrub, must have had 
several hundred blossoms on it. Sparrows were cLirpmg, 
doves cooing, and a mocking-bird whistling loudly, I walked 
to the stable, and saw clean and neatly-dressed negroes givxim- 
uig thorough-bred horses, which pawed the ground, and tossed 
their heads, and drew deep inspirations, and danced as they 
were led out, in exuberance of animal spirits ; and I felt aa they 
did. We drove ten miles to chiirch, in tlie forenoon, with the 
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cariiage-top tliro\vn back, and with our overcoats laid aside ; 
noTertheless, when we returned, and came into the house, we 
found a crackling wood fire, as comfortable ae it was cheerful. 
Two lads, the eons of my host, had returned the night before 
from a " marooning party," with a boat-load of venison, wild 
fowl, and fish ; and at dinner this evening there were delicacies 
which are to be had in perfection, it is said, nowhere else than 
on this coast. The woods and waters around ue abound, not 
only with game, bat with moat interesting subjects of obser- 
vation to the naturalist and the artist. Everytliing encourages 
cheerfulness, and invites to healthful life. 

Now to think how people are baking in their oven-houses 
at home, or waddling out in the deep snow or mud, or across 
the fi-ozen ruts, wrapped up to a Falstafiian rotundity in 
flannels and furs, one can but wonder that those, who have 
means, stay there, any more tlian these stay here in summer ; 
and that my host would no more think of doing than the 
wild-goose. 

But I must tell how I got here, and what I saw by the way. 

A narrow belt of cleared land — "vacant lots" — only 
separated the town from the pine-forest — that great broad 
forest which extends uninterruptedly, and merely dotted 
with a few small corn and cotton fields, from Delaware to 
Louisiana. 

Having some doubt about the road, I asked a direction of a 
man on horseback, who overtook and was passing me. In 
reply, he said it was a straight road, and we should go iu 
company for a mile or two. He inquired if I was a stranger ; 
and, when he heard that I was fi-om the North, and now first 
■visiting the South, he remarked that there was " no better 
pla«e for me to go tu than that for which I had inquired, 
Mr. X. was a very fim man — rich, got a splendid plantation, 
livol well, had plenty of c>m;ia;iy always, ani there were a 
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nimiber of other show plantationa near Hs. He reckoned I 
Tvould visit some of them." 

I asked what he meant by " show plantations." " Planta- 
tions belonging to rich people," he said, "where they had 
everything fixed up nice. There were several places that had 
that name ; their owners always went out and lived on them 
part of the year, and kept a kind of open hoiise, and were 
always ready to receive company. He reckoned I might go 

and stay a month roimd on them kind of places on — 

river, and it would not cost me a cent. They always had a 
great many Northerners going to see them, those gentlemen 
had. Almost every Northerner that came here was invited 
right out to visit some of them ; and, in summer, a good many 
of them went to the Korth themselves." 

(It waa not till long afterwards, long after the above para- 
graph was first printed, that I fully comprehended the signifi- 
cance of the statement, that on the show plantations it would 
not cost me a cent.) 

During the forenoon my road continued broad and straight, 
and I was told that it was the chief outlet and thoroughfare 
of a very extensive agricultural district. There was very 
little land in cultivation within sight of the road, however ; 
not a mile of it fenced, in twenty, and the only houses were 
log-cabins. The soil varied from a coarse, clean, yellow sand, 
to a dark, brown, sandy loam. There were indications that 
mnch of the land had, at some time, been under cultivation — 
had been worn out, and deserted. 

Long teams of mules, driven by negroes, foiled slowly 
towards the town, with loads of rice or cotton, A stage- 
coach, with six horses to drag it through the heavy road, 
covered me, as it passed, with dust ; and once or twice, I met 
a styhsh carriage with feshionably-clad gentlemen and ladies 
and primly -liveried negro- servants ; but much the greatest 
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traffic of the road was done by small one-liorse carts^ driven by 
white men, or women. 

These carta, ail but their wheels, which come from the 
Korth, look as if they were made by their owners, in the 
woods, with no better tools than axes and jack-knives. Veiy 
little iron is used in their construction ; the different parts 
being held together by wooden pins, and lashings of hide. 
The harness is made chiefly of ropes and undreBsed hide ; 
but there is always a high-peaked riding-saddle, in which th" 
driver prefers to sit, rather than on his cart. Once, I met a 
woman riding in this way, with a ioad of children in the cart 
behind her. From the axle-tree often hung a gourd, or an 
iron kettle. One man carried a rifle on his pommel. Some- 
times, these carts would contain a single bale of cotton, more 
commonly, an assorted cargo of maize, sweet potatoes, poultry, 
game, hides, and peltry, with, always, some bundles of corn- 
leaves, to be fed to the horse. Women and children were 
often passengers, or travelled on foot, in company with the 
carts, which were usually furnished with a low tiit. Many of 
them, I found, had been two or three days on the road, 
bringing down a little crop to market ; whole families coming 
with it, to get reclothed with the proceeds. 

The men with the carta were generally slight, with high 
cheek-bones and sunken eyes, and were of less than the usual 
stature of the Anglo-Saxon race. They were dressed in 
long-skirted homespun coats, wore slouched hats, and heavy 
boots, outside their trousers. As they met me, they usually 
bowed, and often offered a remark upon the weather, or the 
roads, in a bold, but not uncourteous manner — showing them- 
selves to be, at least, in one respect, bettor off than the 
majority of European peasants, whose educated servility of 
character rarely fails to manifest itself, when they meet a 
well-dressed stranger. 
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The household markets of most of the Southern towns seem 
to be mainly supplied by the poor country people, who, 
driving in this style, bring all sorts of prodnce to exchange 
for such small stores and articles of apparel as they must 
needs obtain ft-om the shops. Sometimes, owing to the great 
extent of the bade country from which the supplies axe 
gathered, they are offered in great abundance and variety : at 
other times, firom the want of regular market-men, there will 
be a scarcity, and prices will bo very high. 

A stranger cannot but express surprise and amusement at 
the appearance and manners of these country traffickers in the 
market-place. The " wOd Irish " hardly differ more from 
the English genti-y than these rustics from the better class 
of planters and towns-people, with whom the traveller more 
commonly comffl in contact. Their language even is almost 
incomprehensible, and seems exceedingly droll, to a Korthem 
man. I have found it quite impossible to report it. I shall 
not soon forget the figure of a little old white woman, wear- 
ing a man's hat, smoking a pipe, driving a little black bull 
^vith reins ; sitting herself bolt upright, upon the asle-tree 
of a Httle truck, on which she waa returning from market, I 
was riding with a gentleman of the town at the time, and, as 
she bowed to him with an expression of ineffiibie self-satisfac- 
tion, I asked if he knew her. He had known her for twenty 
years, he said, and until lately she had always come into town 
about once a week, on foot, bringing fowls, eggs, potatoes, or 
herbs, for sale iu a basket. The bull she had probably picked 
np astray, when a calf, and reared and broken it herself ; and 
the cart and harness she had made herself ; but he did not 
think anybody in the land felt richer than she did now, or 
prouder of her establishment. 

In the afternoon, I left the main road, and, towards night, 
reached a much more cultivatt'd district. The forest of pines 
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still exteoded unintei-ruptedly on one eido of the way, but on 
the other was a continued succession of very large fields, of 
rich dark soil — evidently rechiimed swamp-land — which had 
been cultivated the previous year, in Sea Island cotton. Be- 
yond thera, a flat surface of still lower land, with a silver 
thread of water curling through it, extended, Holland-like, to 
the horizon. U^iually at a^ great a distance a? a quarter of a 
mile fi-om the road, and from half a mile to a mile apart, were 
the residences of the planters — white houses, with groves of 
evergreen trees about them ; and b-stween thase and the road 
were httle villages of slave-cabins. 

My directions not having been sufficiently explicit, I rode 
in, by a private lane, to one of the«. It const^^ted of some 
tbij:ty neatly-whitewashed cottages, with a broad avenue, 
planted with Pride-of-China trees between them. 

The cottages were framed buildings, boarded on the outside, 
with shingle roofs and brick chimneys ; they stood fifty feet 
apart, vrith gardem and pig-yards, enclosed by palings, 
between them. At one, which was evidently the "sick 
houK," or hospital, there were several negroes of both sexes, 
wrapped in blankets, and reclining on tlie door steps or on 
the ground, basking in the sunshine. Some of them looked 
ill, but all were chatting and laughing as I rode up to make 
an inquiry, I learned that it was not tlie plantation I was 
intending to visit, and received a direction, as usual, so in- 
distinct and incorrect that it led me wTong. 

At another plantation which I soon afterwards reached, I 
found the " settlement " arranged in the same way, the cabins 
only being of a slightly different form. In the middle of one 
row was a well-house, and opposite it, on the other row, was a 
mili-hoHse, with stones, at which the negroes grind their com. 
It Ls a kind of pestle and roortar ; and I was informed after- 
ivards that the negroes prefer to take their allowance of corn and 
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crack it for themselves, rather than to receive meal, because they 
think the raiU-ground meal does not make as sweet bread. 

At the head of the settlement, in a garden looking down the 
street, was an overseer's house, and here the road divided, 
nmaing each way at right angles ; on one side to bams and 
a landing on the river, on the other toward the mansion of 
the propiietor. A negro hoy opened the gate of the latter, 
and I entered. 

On either side, at fifty feet distant, were rows of old live oak 
trees, their branches and twigs slightly hung with a delicate 
fringe of gray moss, and their dark, shining, green foliage, 
meeting and intermingling naturally but densely overhead. 
The sunlight streamed through, and played aslant the lustrous 
leaves, and fluttering pendulous moss ; the arch was low and 
broad ; the trunks were huge and gnarled, and there was a 
heavy groining of strong, rough, knotty, branches. I stopped 
my horse and held my breath j I thought of old Kit North's 
rhapsody on trees ; and it was no rhapsody — it was all here, 
and real : " Light, shade, shelter, coolness, freshnras, music, 
dew, and dreams dropping through their umbrageous twilight 
— dropping direct, soft, sweet, soothing, and restorative from 
heaven." 

Alas ! no angels ; only httle black babies, toddhng about 
with an older child or two to watch them, occupied the aisle. 
At the upper end was the owner's mansion, with a circular 
court-yard around it, and an irregular plantation of great 
trees ; one of the oaks, as I afterwards learned, seven feet in 
diameter of trunk, and covering with its branches a circle of 
one hundred and twenty feet in diameter, Aa I approached 
it, a smart aers'ant came out to take my horse, I obtained 
from him a direction to the residence of the gentleman I was 
searching for, and rode away, glad that I had stumbled into 
so charming a place. 
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After riding a few miles fnrtlier I readied my destination. 

Mr. X, has two plantations on the river, besides a laige 
tract of poor pine forest land, extending some miles back 
upon the upland, and reaching above the malarious region. 
In the upper part of this pine land is a house, occupied by 
bis overseer during the malarious season, when it is dangerous 
for any but negi'oes to remain during the night in the vicinity 
of the swamps or rice-fields. Even those few who have been 
bom in the region, and have grown up subject to the malaria, 
are said to be generally weakly and short-lived. The negroes 
do not enjoy as good health on rice plantations as elsewhere ; 
and the greater difficulty with which their lives are preserved, 
through infancy especially, shows that the subtle poison of 
the miasma is not innocuous to them ; but Mr, X. boasts a 
steady increase of his negro stock, of five per cent, per annum, 
which is better than ia averaged on the plantations of the 
interior. 

The plantation which contains Mr. X.'s winter residence has 
but a small extent of rice land, the greater part of it being 
reclaimed upland swamp soil, suitable for the culture of Sea 
Island cotton. The other plantation contains over five 
hundred acres of rice-land, fitted for irrigation ; the re- 
mainder is unusually fertile reclaimed upland swamp, and 
some hundred acres of it are cultivated for maize and Sea 
Island cotton. 

There is a " negro settlement " on each ; but both planta- 
tions, although a mile or two apart, are worked together as 
one, under one overseer — the hands being drafted from one 
to another as their labour is required. Somewhat over seven 
hmidred acres are at the present time under the plough in the 
two plantations : the whole number of negroes is two 
hundred, and they are reckoned to be equal to about one 
hundred prime hands — an unusual strength for tliat number 
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of all classes. The overseer livea, in winter, near the settle- 
ment of the larger plantation, Mr. X. near ttiat of the siniUer, 

It ia an old femily estate, inherited by Mr. X.'s wife, who, 
with her children, were bora and brought up upon it in close 
intimacy with the negroes, a large proportion of whom were 
also included in her inheritance, or have been since bom upon 
the estate. Mr. X. himself is a New England fermer's son, 
and has been a successful merchant and manulacturer. 

The patriarchal institution should be seen here under its 
most favourable aspects; not only fi.-om the ties of long 
femily association, common traditions, common memories, 
and, if ever, common interests, between the slaves and their 
rulers, hut, also, from tlie practical telent for organization 
and administration, gained among the rugged fields, the com- 
plicated looms, and the exact and comprehensive counting- 
houses of New England, which directs the labour. 

The house servants are more intelligent, nnderatand and 
perform their duties better, and are more appropriately 
dressed, than any I have seen before. The labom- required 
of them is light, and they are treated with mucli more con- 
sideration for their health and comfort than is usually given 
to that of free domestics. They live in brick cabins, adjoining 
the house and stables, and one of these, into which I have 
looked, is neatly and comfortixbly fmnished. Several of the 
house-servants, as is usual, are mulattoes, and good-Iooldng. 
The mulattoes are generally prefen-ed for in-door occupations. 
Slaves bronght up to house-work dread to be employed at 
field-labour ; and those accustomed te the comparatively un- 
constrained life of the negro-settlement, detest the close 
control and careful movements required of the house-servants. 
It ia a punishment for a lazy field-hand, to employ him in 
menial duties at the house, as it is to set a sneaking sailor to 
do the work of a cabin-servant ; and it is equally a punish- 
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meat to a neglectful house-servant, to banish him to the field- 
gangs. All the household economy is, of course, carried on 
in a style appropriate to a wealthy gentleman's residence — 
not more so, nor less so, that I observe, than in an establish- . 
ment of similar grade at tlie North. 

It is a custom with Mr. X., when on the estate, to look 
each day at ail the work going on, inspect the buildings, 
boats, embankments, and sluice-ways, and examine the sick. 
Yesterday I accompanied him in one of these daily rounds. 

After a ride of several miles through the woods, in the rear 
of the plantations we came to his largest negro-settlement. 
There was a street, or common, two hundred feet wide, on 
which the cabins of the negroes fronted. Each cabin was a 
framed building, tlie walls boarded and whitewashed on the 
outside, lathed and plastered within, the roof slungled ; 
forty-two feet long, twenty-one feet wide, divided into two 
iamily tenements, each twenty-one by twenty-one ; each tene- 
ment divided into three rooms— ^ne, the common household 
apartment, twenty-one by ten ; each of the others (bed- 
rooms), ten by ten. There was a brick fire-place in the 
middle of the long side of each living room, the chimneya 
rising in one, in the middle of the roof. Besides tliese 
rooms, each tenement had a cock-loft, entered by steps from 
the .household room. Each tenement is occupied, on an 
average, by five persons. There were in them closets, with 
locks and keys, and a varying quantity of rude furniture. Each 
cabin stood two hundred feet from the nest, and the street in 
front of them being two hundred feet wide, they were just 
that distance apart each way. The people were nearly ail 
absent at work, and had locked then- outer doors, taking the 
keys with them. Each cabin has a front and back door, and 
each room a wiadow, closed by a wooden shutter, swinging 
outward, on hingefl. Between eich tenement and the next 
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house, is a small piece of ground, incliKed with palings, in 
wbich are coops of fowl with chickens, hovela for nests, and 
for sows with pig. There were a great many fowls ia the 
street. The negroes' swine are allowed to nm in the woods, 
eaeh mvner having his own distinguished by a peculiar mark. 
In the rear of the yards were gardens — -a half-acre to each 
family. Internally the cahing appeared dirty and disordered, 
which waa rather a pleasant indication that their home-hfe 
was iiot much interfered with, though I found certain police 
regulations were enforced. 

The cahhi nearest the ovcKieer's house was n^ed as a 
nursery. Having driven up to this, Mr. X. inquired first of 
an old nurse how the children were ; whether there had heen 
any births since his last visit; spoke to two convalescent 
young mothers, who were lounging on the floor of the 
portico, with the children, and then asked if there were any 
aick people. 

" Nobody, oney dat boy, Sam, sar." 

" What Sam is that ?" 

" Dat little Sam, sar ; Tom's Sue's Sam, sar." 

" What's the matter with him ?" 

" Don' 'spec dere's noting much de matter wid him now, 
sar. He came in Sa'dy, complainin' he had de stomach-ache, 
an' I gin him some ile, sar ; 'spec he mus' be well, dis time, 
but he din go out dis momin'." 

" Well, I'U see to him." 

Mr. X. went to Tom's Sue's cabin, looked at the boy, and, 
concluding that he -was well, though he lay abed, and pre- 
tended to cry with pain, ordered him to go out to work. 
Then, meeting the overseer, who was jnst riding away, on 
some business of the plantation, he remained some time in 
conversation with him, while I occupied myself in making a 
sketch of the niuracry and street of the settlement in my 
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note-boot. On the verandah and the steps of tlie narsery, 
'here were twenty-seven children, most of them infants, that 
Had been left there by their mothers, while they were working 
tlieir tasks in the fields. They probably make a visit to them 
once or twice during the day, to nurse them, and receive 
them to take to their cabins, or where they like, when they 
have finished their tasks — generally in the middle of the 
afternoon. The older children were fed with porridge, by the 
general nurse. A number of girls, eight or ten years old, 
were occupied iu holding and tending the youngest infants. 
Those a little older — the crawlers — ^were in the pen, and 
those big enough to toddle were playing on the steps, or 
before the house. Some of these, with two or three bigger 
ones, were singing and dancing about a fire that they had 
made on the ground. They were not at all disturbed or in- 
terrupted in their amasement by the presence of their owner 
and myself. At twelve years of age, the children are first put 
to regular field-work ; until then no labour is required of 
them, except, perhaps, occasionally they are charged with 
some light kind of duty, such as frightening birds from com. 
AVhen first sent to the field, one quarter of an able-bodied 
hand's day's work is ordinarily allotted to them, as tlieir task. 
From the settlement, we drove to the "mill" — not a 
flouring mill, though I heheve there is a run of stones in it — 
but a monster bam, with more extensive and better machinery 
for tlireshing and storing rice, driven by a steam-engine, than 
I have ever seen used for grain before. Adjoining the mill- 
house were shops and sheds, iu which blacksmiths, car- 
penters, and other mechanics —all slaves, belonging to Mr. X. 
— were at work. He called my attention to the excellence 
of their workmanship, and said that they exercised as much 
ingenuity and skiU as the ordinary nieclianics that he was 
used to employ in New England. He pointed out to nje 



Hosted by Google 



COTTON' AXr> SLAVERY. 



some carpenter's work, a part of which had been executed by 
a New England mechanic, and a part by one of his own 
hands, which indicated that the latter was mnch the bettor 



I was gratified by this, for I had been so often told, in 
Virginia, by gentlemen aiixions to convince me that the negro 
was incapable of being educated or improved to a condition in 
wliich it would be safe to trust him with himself — that no 
negro-mechanic could ever be tiught, or induced to work 
carefully or nicely — that I had begun to believe it might be so. 

We were attended throngh the mill-house by a respect- 
able-looking, orderly, and quiet-mannered mulatto, who was 
called, by his master, " the watchman." His duties, how- 
ever, aa they were described to me, were those of a steward, 
or intendant. He carried, by a stmp at his waist, a very 
large number of keys, and had charge of all the stores of pro- 
visions, tools, and materials of the plantations, as well as of 
all their produce, before it was shipped to market. He 
weighed and measured out all the rations of the slaves and 
the cattle ; superintended the mechanics, and made and 
repaired, as was necessary, all the machinery, including the 
steam- engine. 

In all these departments, his authority was superior to that 
of the overseer. The overseer received his private allowance 
of family provisions from him, as did also the head-servant at 
the mansion, who was his brother. His responsibihty was 
much greater than that of the overseer ; and Mr. S. said he 
would tmst him with much more than he would any overseer 
he had ever known. 

Anxious to learn how this trustworthiness and intelligence, 
eo unusual in a slave, had been developed or ascertained, I 
inquired of his history, which was brieSy as follows. 

Being the son of a fiivOarite house-aefvant, he had been, ua 
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!i child, associated with the whits family, and received hy 
chance something of the early education of the whit« chiUren. 
When old enough, he had been employed, for some years, as 
ti waiter ; but, at his own request, was eventually allowed to 
learn the blacksmith's trade, in the plantation shop. Showing 
ingenuity and talent, he was afterwards employed to make 
and repair the plantation cotton-gins. Finally, his owner 
took him to a steam-engine builder, and paid g 500 (o have 
him instructed as a machinist. After he had become a skil- 
ful workman, he obtained employment as an engineer ; and 
for some years continued in thia oeciipation, and was allowed 
to spend his wages for himself. Finding, however, that He 
was acijuiriug dissipated habits, and wasting hia earnings, 
Mr. X. eventually brought him, much against his inclinations, 
back to the plantations. Being allowed peculiar privileges, 
and given duties wholly flattering to his self-respect, he soon 
became contented ; and, of course, waa able to 'he extremely 
valaable to his owner, 

I have seen another slaveHjngineer. The gentleman who 
employed him told me that he was a man of talent, and of 
great worth of character. He had desired to make him free, 
but his owner, who was a member of the Board of Brokers, 

and of Dr. 'a Church, in New York, believed tliat 

Providence designed the negro race for slavery, and refused 
to sell him for that purpose. He thought it better that he 
(his owner) should continue to receive two hundred doUara a 
year for his services, while he continued able to work, because 
then, as he said, he should feel responsible that he did not 
stance, or come upon the public for a support, in hia old age. 
The man himself, having light and agreeable duties, welt pro- 
vided for, furnished with plenty of spending money by hia 
employer, patronized and flattered by the white people, ho- 
noured and looked up to by those of his own colour, was nttlier 
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indifferent in the matter ; or even, perhaps, preferred to re- 
main a slave, to hoing transported for life to Africa, 

The watchman was a fine-looking fellow : as we were re- 
turning from church, on Sunday, he had pa^ed ns, well 
dressed and well mounted, and as he raised his hat, to salute 
us, there was nothing in his manner or appearance, except 
his colour, to distinguieh him from a gentleman of good 
breeding and fortune. 

When we were leaving the house, to go to church, on 
Sunday, after all the white femily had entered their carriages, 
or mounted their horses, the head house-seryant also mounted 
a horse— as he did so, shpping a coin into the hands of the 
hoy who had been holding him. Afterwards, we passed a 
fiimily o£ negroes, in a light waggon, the oldest among them 
driving the Lorse. On my inquiring if the slaves were 
allowed to take Lorses to drive to church, I was informed that 
in each of these three cases, the horses belonged to the ne- 
groes who were driving or riding them. The old man was 
infirm, and Mr, X, had given him a horse, to enable bim to 
move about. He was probably employed to look after the 
cattle at .pasture, or at something in which it was necessary, 
for his usefulness, that he should have a horse ; I say this, 
because I afterwards found, in similar cases on other planta- 
tions, that it vfas so. But the watchman and the house ser- 
vant had bought their horses with money. The watchman 
was believed to own three horses ; and, to account for his 
wealth, Mr, X,'s son told me that his fiither considered him 
a very valuable servant, and frequently encouraged his good 
behaviour with handsome gratuities. He receives, probably, 
considerably higher wages, in fact (in the form of prraents), 
than the white overseer. He knew his father gave him two 
lumdred dollars at once, a short time ago. The watchman has 
a private house, and, no doubt, hves in considerable lusnry. 
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Will it be said, " therefore, Slavery is neither neceaaarily 
degrading nor inhumane ?" On the other hand, so far aa i( 
is not, there ia no apology for it. It ie possible, though not 
probable, that this fine fellow, if he Lad been bom a free man, 
■would be no better employed than he is here ; but, in that 
case, where is the advantage ? Certainly not in the economy 
of the arrangement. And if he were self-dependent, if, espe- 
cially, he had to provide for the present and future of those 
he loved, and was able to do so, would he not necessarily 
live a happier, stronger, better, and more respectable man ? 

After passing through toDl-rooma, com-rooma, mule-stables, 
store-rooms, and a large garden, in which vegetables to be 
distributed among the negroes, as well aa for the family, are 
grown, we walked to the rice-land. It is divided by embaidt- 
ments into fields of about twenty acres each, but varying 
somewhat in size, accoi-ding to the coui^e of the river. The 
arrangements are such that each field may be flooded inde- 
pendently of the rest, and they are subdivided by open ditches 
into rectangular plate of a quarter acre each. We first pro- 
ceeded to where twenty or thirty women and girls were en- 
gaged in raking together, in heaps and winrows, the stubble 
and rubbish left on the field after tlie last crop, and burning 
it. The main object of this operation is to kill all the seeds 
3s, or of rice, on the gronnd. Ordinarily it is done by 
I certain number of the small divisions of the field 
being given to each hand to bum in a day ; but owing to a 
more than usual amount of rain having fallen lately, and 
some other canses, making the work harder in some places 
than others, the women were now workmg by the day, imder 
the direction of a " driver," a negro man, who walked about 
among them, taking care that tliey left nothing unbumed. 
Mr. X. inspected the ground they had gone over, to se3 
whether the driver had done his duty. It had been snSi- 
e2 
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ciently well burned, but not more than a quarter as macli ground 
had been gone over, he said, aa was usually burned in task- 
work, — -and ho tliought they had been very lazy, and repri- 
manded thera. The driver made some little apology, but the 
womeu offered no reply, keeping steadily and, it seemed, sul- 
lenly, on at their work. 

In the next field, twenty men, or boys, for none of them 
looked as if they were full-grown, were ploughing, each with 
a single mule, and a hght, New- York-made plough. The soil 
was friable, the ploughing easy, and the mules proceeded at a 
smart pace ; the fiirroiire were straight, regular, and well 
turned. Their task was nominally an acre and a quarter a 
day ; somewhat less actually, as the measure includes the 
space occupied by the ditches, which are two to three feet 
wide, running around each quarter of an acre. The plough- 
ing gang was superintended by a driver, who was provided 
with a watch ; and while we were looking at them he called 
out that it was twelve o'clock. The mules were immediately 
taken from the ploughs, and the plough-boys mounting them, 
leapt the ditch^, and cantered off to the stables, to feed them. 
One or two were ordered to take theii- ploughs to the black- 
smith, for repairs. 

The ploughmen got their dinner at this time : those not 
using horses do not usually dine till they have finished their 
tasks ; but this, I beheve, is optional with them. They com- 
mence vrark, I was told, at sunrise, and at about eight o'clock 
liave breakfest brought to them in the field, each liand having 
left a bucket witb the cook for that purpose. All who are 
working in connection, leave their work together, and gather 
about a fire, where they generally spend about half an hour. 
The provisions furnished, consist mainly of meal, rice, and 
vegetables, with salt and molasses, and occasionally bacon, 
fish, and coffee. The allowance is a peck of meal, or an 
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equivalent quantity of rice per week, to each, working hand, 
old or young, besides small stores. Mr. X. says that he has 
lately given a less amoimt of meat than is now usual on plan- 
tations, having observed that the general health of the negroes 
is not as good as formerly, when no meat at all was cus- 
tomarily given them. (The general impression among 
planters is, that the negroes work much better for being 
supplied with three or four pounds of bacon a week.) 

Leaving the rice-land, we went next to some of the upland 
fields, where we found several other gangs of negroes at work ; 
one entirely of men engaged in ditching ; another of women, 
and another of boj-a and girls, "listing" an old corn-field 
with hoes. All of them were working by tasks, and were 
overlooked by negro drivers. They all laboured with greater 
rapidity and cheerfulness than any slaves I have before seen ; 
and the women struck their hoes as if they were ati'ong, and 
well able to engage in muscular labour. The expression of 
their faces was generally repulsive, and their ensemble any- 
thing but agreeable. The dress of most was uncouth and 
cumbrous, dirty and ragged ; reefed up, as I have once 
before described, at the hips, so as to show their heavy legs, 
wrapped round with a piece of old blanket, in Ueu of leg- 
gings or stockings. Most of them worked with bare arms, 
but wore strong shoes on their feet, and handkerchiefs on 
their heads ; some of them were smoking, and each gang had 
a fire burning on the ground, near where they were at work, 
by which to hght their pipes and warm their breakfast. Mr. X. 
said this was always their enstom, even in summer. To 
each gang a boy or girl was also attached, whose business it 
was to bring water for them to drink, and to go for anything 
required by the driver. The drivers would frequently call 
back a hand to go over again some piece of his or her task 
that had not been worked to his satisfaction, and were con- 
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atantJy calling to one or another, with a harsh and peremptory 
voice, to strike harder, or hoe deeper, and oiherwise taking 
care that the work was well done. Mr. X. asked if Little 
Sam (" Tom's Sue's Sam ") worked yet with the " tliree- 
quarter " hands, and learning that he did, ordered him to be 
put with the full hands, observing that though rather short, 
he was strong and stout, and, being twenty years old, well 
able to do a man's work. 

The field-hands are all divided into four classes, according 
to their physical capacities. The children beginning as 
" quartei'-loands," advancing to " haif-haiids," and then to 
" three-quarter hands ;" and, finally, when mature, and able- 
bodied, healthy, and strong, to "full hands." As they de- 
cline in strength, from age, sickness, or other cause, they 
retrograde in the scale, and proportionately less labour is re- 
quired of them. Many, of naturally weak frame, never are 
put among the full hands. Finally, the aged are left out at 
the annual classification, and no more regular field-work is 
required of them, although they are generally provided with 
some light, sedentary occupation, I saw one old woman 
picking " tailings " of rice out of a heap of chaff, an occupa- 
tion at which she was probably not earning her salt. Mr. X. 
told me she was a native African, having been brought when 
a girl from the Guinea coast. She spoke almost unintel- 
ligibly ; but after some other conversation, in which I had 
not been able to understand a word she said, he jokingly 
proposed to send her back to Africa. She expressed her pre- 
ference to remain where she was, very emphatically. ' ' Why ?" 
She did not answer readily, but being pressed, threw up her 
palsied hands, and said furiously, " I Inbs 'on, mas'r, oh, I 
lubs 'ou. I don't want go 'way from 'on." 

The field-hands are nearly always worked in gangs, the 
strength of a gang varying according to the work that en 
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gages it ; usmlly it numtera twenty or more, and is directed 
by a driver. As on moat large plantations, whether of rice 
or cotton, in Eastern Georgia and Houth Carolina, nearly all 
ordinary and regular work is performed hj tasks : that ie to 
say, each hand has his labour for the day marked out before 
him, and can take his own time to do it in. For instance, m 
making drains in Hght, clean meadow land, each man or 
woman of the full hands is required to dig one thousand cubic 
feet ; in swamp-land that is baing prepared for rice culture, 
vfhere there are not many stumps, the task for a ditcher is five 
hundred feet : while in a very strong cypress swamp, only 
two hundred feet is required ; in hoeing rice, a certain num- 
ber of rows, equal to one-half or two-thirds of an aero, accord- 
ing to the condition of the land ; in sowing rice (strewing in 
drills), two acres ; in reaping rice (if it stands well), three- 
quarters of an acre ; or, sometimes a gang will be required 
to reap, tie in sheaves, and carry to the stack-yard the pro- 
duce of a certain area, commonly equal to one fourth the 
number of acres that there are hands working together. 
Hoeing cotton, coni, or potatoes ; one lialf to one acre. 
Threshing ; five to six hundred sheaves. In ploughing rice- 
land (light, clean, mellow aoi!) with a yoke of oxen, one acre 
a day, including the ground lost in and near the drains — the 
oxen being changed at noon, A cooper, also, for instaaee, ia 
required to make barrels at tlie rate of eighteen a week. 
Drawing stares, 500 a day. Hoop poles, 120. Squaring 
timber, 100 ft. Laying worm-fence, 50 pajiels per hand. 
Post and rail do., posts set 2J to 3 ft, deep, 9 ft. apart, nine 
or ten panels per hand. In getting fuel from the woods, 
(pine, to be cnt and spht,) one cord is the task for a day. 
In " manhng rails," the taskman selecting the trees (pine) 
that he judges isill split easiest, one hnndred a day, ends not 
sharpened. 
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Those are the tasks for first-claes able-bodied men ; &ey we 
lessened by one quarter for three quartei' hands, and propor- 
tionately for the lighter classes. In allotting the taaks, the 
drivers are espefited to put the weaker hands where (if there 
is any choice in the appearance of the ground, as where 
certain rows in hoeing corn would be less weedy than othera,) 
they will be favoiired. 

These taska certainly wonld not be considered excessively 
hard, by a Northern labourer ; and, in point of fa«t, the more 
industrious and active handa finish them often by two o'clock. 
I saw one or two leaving the field soon after one o'clock, 
several about two ; and between three and four, I met a dozen 
women and several men coming home to their cabins, having 
finished their day's work. 

tinder this " Organization of Labour," most of the slaves 
work rapidly and well. In nearly all ordinary work, custom 
has settled the extent of the task, and it is difficult to increase 
it. The driver who marks it out, has to remain on the 
ground until it is finished, and has no interest in over- 
measuring it; an^l if it should be sjstematicallj increased 
very much, there is danger of a gena^al stampede to. the 
" swamp" — a danger the slave can alwavs hold before his 
master's cupidity. In feet, it is looked upon m this fgion 
as a prescriptive right of the negroes to have this mt-itement 
to diligence offered them ; and the man who denied it oi who 
attempted to lessen it, would, it is said, auffoi in his reputa- 
tion, as well as experience much annoyance &om the obstinate 
"rascality" of his negroes, Nothwithstanding this, I have 
heard a man assert, hoastingly, that be made his negroes 
habitually perform double the customary tasks. Thus we get 
a glimpse again of the black side. If he is allowed the power 
to do this, what may not a man do ? 

It is the driver's duty to malte the tasted hands do their 
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■wort well. Ifj in tteir Laate to finish it, they neglect to do 
it properly, he "seta them back," so that carelessness will 
hinder more than it will hasten the completion of their 
tasks. 

In the selection of drivers, regard seems to be Lad to size 
and strength — at least, nearly all the drivers I have seen are 
tail and strong men— but a great deal of judgment, requiring 
greater capacity of mind than the ordinary slave is often sup- 
posed to he possessed of, is certainly needed in them. A good 
driver is very valuable and usually holds office for life. His 
authority ia not limited to the direction of labour in the iield, 
but extends to the general deportment of the negroes. He ia 
made to do the duties of policeman, and even of pohce magis- 
trate. It is his duty, for instance, on Mr. S.'s estate, to keep 
order in the settlement ; and, if two persons, men or women, 
are fighting, it is his duty t« immediately separate them, and 
then to "whip them both." 

Before any field of work is entered upon by a gang, the 
driver who is to superintend them has to measure and stake 
off the tasks. To do this at all accurately, in irregular-shaped 
fields, must require considerable powers of calculation, A. 
driver, with a hoy to set the stakes, I waa toid, would accu- 
rately lay ont forty acres a day, in half-acre tasks. The only 
instrument used is a five-foot measuring rod. When the 
gang comes to the field, he points oat to each person his or 
her duty for the day, and then walks about among them, look- 
ing ont that each proceeds properly. If, after a hard day's 
labour, he sees that the gang haa been overtasked, owing to a 
miscalculation of the difficulty of the work, he may excuse the 
completion of the tasks ; hut he ia not allowed to extend 
them. In the case of uncompleted tasks, the body of the gang 
begin new tasks tlie next day, and only a sufficient number 
are detailed from it to complete, during the day, the im- 
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finished taats of the day before. The relation of the driver 
tj the working hands seema to be similar to that of the boat- 
swain to the seamen in the navy, or of the sergeant to the pri- 
vates in the army. 

Haying generally had long experience on the plantation, 
the advice of the drivers is commonly token in nearly all the 
fldminiatration, and frequeiitly they are, de facto, the ma- 
nagers. Orders on important points of the plantation economy, 
I have heard given by the proprietor directly to them, with- 
out the overseer's being consultel or informed of them ; and 
it is often left with them to decide when and how long to flow 
the rice-groimda — the proprietor and overseer deferring to 
their more experienced judgment. Where the drivers are dis- 
creet, experienced, and trusty, the overseer is frequently em- 
ployed merely as a matter of form, to comply with the laws 
requiring the superintendence or presence of a white man 
among every body of slaves ; and his duty is rather to inspect 
and report than to govern. Mr. X, considers hia overeeer an 
uncommonly efficient and faithful one, but he would not em- 
ploy him, even during the summer, when he is absent for 
several months, if the law did not require it. He ha^ some- 
times left his plantation in care of one of the dineis for a 
considerable length of time, after having discharged an over- 
seer ; and he thinks it has then been quite as well conducted 
as ever. Hia overseer consults the drivers on all important 
points, and is governed by their advice. 

Mr. X. said that though overseers sometimes punished the 
negroes severely and otherwise ill treated them, it is their 
more common fault ti indulge them toohshly in their dispo- 
sition to idlenesi or m other wa^i to curry favour with them, 
so they may not inlorm the piopnatoi of thoir own misconduct 
or neglect. He has hia o\eiacei bound to certain rules, by 
written contract, and it is stipuktud tliat he can discliargd 
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him at any moment, without remuneration for his loss of time 
and inconTeaience, if he should at any time be diasatiefied 
with him. One of the rules is, that he shall never punish a 
negro with his own hands, and that corporeal punishment, 
when necessary, shall be inflicted by the drivers. The advan- 
tage of this is, that it secures time for deliberation, and pre- 
vents punishment being made in sudden passion. His drivers 
are not allowed to carry their whips with them in the field ; 
so that if the overseer wishes a hand punished, it is necessary 
to call a driver ; and the driver has then to go to hia cabin, 
which is, perhaps, a mile or two distant, to get his whip, be- 
fore it can be applied. 

I asked how often the necessity of punishment occurred ? 

"Sometimes, perhaps, not onee for two or three weeks; 
then it will seem as if the devil had got into them all, and 
there is a good deal of it." 

As the negroes finish the labour required of them by Mr. X., 
at three or four o'clock in the afternoon, they can employ 
the remainder of the day in labouring for themselves, if they 
choose. Each family has a half-acre of land allotted to it, 
for a garden ; besides which, there is a large vegetable garden, 
cultivated by a gardener for the plantation, ftom which they 
are supplied, to a greater or less extent. They are at liberty 
to sell whatever they choose from the products of their own 
garden, and to make what they can by keeping swine and 
fowls. Mr. S.'s family have no other supply of poultry and 
eggs than what is obtained by purchase from his own ne- 
groes; they frequently, also, purchase game from them. The 
only restriction upon their traffic is a " liquor law." They 
are not allowed to buy or sell ardent spirits. This prohi- 
bition, like liquor laws elsewhere, unfortunately, cannot be 
enforced ; and, of late years, grog shops, at which stolen 
goods are bought from the slaves, and poisonous liquors— 
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cliieilj the worst whisky, much waterei ami made stupefying 
by au inlusion of toliacco — are clandestiaely sold to tliem, 
have become an establislaei! evil, and the plantera find them- 
selves almost powerless to cope with it. They have, here, 
lately organized an association for this pnijx^e, and have 
brought sevepil offenders to trial ; but, as it is a penitentiary 
oBence, the calpiit spares no pains or expense to avoid con- 
viction — and it ia almost impossible, in a community of which 
so large a proportion is poor and degraded, to have a jury 
sufficiently honest and intelligent to permit the law to be 
esecutei. 

A remarkable illustration of this evil has lately ocenrred. 
A planter, discovering that a considerable quantity of cotton 
had teen stolen from him, informed the pati'ol of the neigh- 
bouring planters of it. A strati^em was made use of, to detect 
the thief, and, what was of much more importance— there 
being no question biit that this was a slave— to discover for 
whom the thief worked. A lot of cotton was prepared, by 
mixing hair with it, and put in a tempting place, A negro 
was seen to take it, and was followed by scouts to a grog- 
shop, several miles distant, where he sold it—its real value 
being nearly ten dollars — for ten cents, taking his pay in 
liquor. The man was arrested, and, the theft being made to 
appear, by the hair, before a justice, obtained bail in S 2,000, 
to answer at the higher court. Some of the best legal 
counsel of the State has been engaged, to obtain, if possible, 
liis conviction. 

Tbia dif&cnlty in the management of slaves is a great and 
very rapidly increasing one. Everj-wbere that I have been, I 
have found tlie planters provoked and angry about it, A 
swai-m of Jews, within the last ten years, has settled in nearly 
every Southern town, many of them men of no character, 
opuniug cbe.ip clothing and trinket shops ; raining, or driving 
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out of business, many of the old retailers, and engaging in an 
imlawfiJ trade with the simple negroes, which is found very 
profitable,* 

The law which prevents the reception of the evidence of a 
negro in courts, here atriiea back, with a most annoying 
force, upon the dominant power itself. In the mischief tlins 
arising, we see a striking illustration of the danger which 
stands before the South, whenerer its prosperity shall invite 
extensive immigration, and lead what would otherwise be a 
healthy competition to flow through its channels of industry. 

This injury to slave property, from grog-shops, furnishes 
the grand argument for the Maine Law at the South, t 

• From the Charleston Standard, Xov. 2^rd, 1SJ4.— " This abominable prac- 
tne of trading with slaves is not oiilj' taking our piiidiiee fiom lu, but injuring 
our slave propeiij'. It b true the owner of Blsvei may loi'k, wat«h, and whip, as 
much He h« pleai«4~t1ie he^roeB will stfd and trade as Uing aa white persons hold 
out to them tmiptatious to steal aitd bring to them. Three-fourths of tlis pei'sous 
who are guilty, you tan get no fine from ; and, if they bnve some pioperty, 
all they have to do is lo confess a judgment to a friend, go to jail, and swear out. 
It is no uncommon thing for a man tu be convicUd of olfeaces gainst the State, 
iuid iigainst the peisous and property of Individuals, and pay the fines, costs, and 
damages, by swearing out of jail, and then go and commit similar offences. The 
State, or the party iujureil, has the cost of all these pi'osecijtioos and EBits lo pay, 
beudes the trouble of atteudiag Court: the guilty is convicted, the injured prose- 

f li-oii aa Aildresa to the people of Georgia, 6(/ a Committee of the Stale 
Temperance Sodetg, prior to the election of 1 855. — " We piopose to turn the 
2,200 foreign grog-shop keepers, in Geoigia, out of oiBue, and ask them to help us. 
They (the Know-Xothings) reply, ' We have no time for thai now— we are trying 
to turn foreinnen out of office ;' and when we ijall upon the Democratic party for 
aid, they excibse themselves, upon the gi^und (hat they have work enough to do in 
kevpng fiiese foreigners in otilice." 

From the Penfeld {Oa.) Temperance Banner, Sept. 29{*, 1855. 
"OUI! SLAVE POPULATION. 

"We take the following from the Savannah Journal obJ CuunV, and would 
ask every candid reader if the evils refeiTed lo ought not to be corrected. How 
shall it be done ? 

"'By reference to the recent homicide of a negro, in fluolhcf column, some facts 
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Mr. X. remarks that his arrangemeuts allow his servantsi 
no excuse for dealing with these fellows. He hae a rule to 
purchase everything they desire to sell, and to give them a 
high price for it himself. Eggs constitute a circulating 
medium on the plantation. Their par value is considered to 
be twelve for a dime, at which they may always be exchanged 
for cash, or left on deposit, without interest, at his kitchen. 

Whatever he takes of them that he cannot use in his own 
family, or has not occasion to give to others of his servants, 
is sent to town to he resold. The negroes do not commonly 
take money for the articles he has of them, but the value of 
them is put to their credit, and a regular account kept with 
them. He has a store, usnally well suppHed with articles 
that they most want, which are purchased in large quantities, 
and sold to them- at wholesale prices ; thus giving them a 
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" ' But it is shown, too, thai to the Impunity thus giren tlffim by the darlineai 
of midnight, was aJded fhe incitement to crime diawn from the abuse of liquoi'. 
They had just left one of those resorts whcK the n«gro is supplied with the most 
villnnouslf-poisonous compounds, fit only (o eicite him to deeds of blood and 
violence. The part that this had in the slaughter of Saturday night, we are enabled 
only to imagine ; but eiperience would teach us that its share was by no means 
small. Indeed, we hare the decUration of the slayer, Uiat tlie blow, by which he 
was esaapemted so as to return it by the tatal, slab, was inflicted by a bcttle 
of brandy 1 In this fact, we fear, is a due to the whole history of llie tr.nns- 

" Here, evidently, ore coibiderations deserving the grave notice of, not only 
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great advantage in dealing with lum rather than with the 
grog-shops. His slaves are sometimes hia creditors to large 
amounte ; at the present time he says ho owes them about 
five hnndred dollars. A woman has charge of the store, and 
when there is anything called for that she cannot supply, it is 
usually ordered, by the next conveyajice, of bis factors in town. 

The ascertained practicability of thus dealing with slaves, 
together with the obvious advantages of the method of work- 
ing them by tasks, which I have describud, seem to me to 
indicate that it is not so impracticable as is generally supposed, 
if only it was desired by those having the power, to rapidly 
extinguish Shivery, and while doing so, to educate the negro 
for taking care of himself, in freedom. Let, for instance, any 
slave be provided with all things he will demand, as far as 
practicable, and charge him for them at certain prices — 
honest, market prices for his necessities, higher prices for 
hai'mless luxuries, and excessive, bat not absolutely prohibi- 
tory, prices for everything likely to do him harm. Credit 
him, at a iixed price, for every day's work he does, and for 
all above a certain easily accomplished task in a day, at an 
increased price, so that his reward wilt he in an increasing 
ratio to his perseverance. Let the prices of provisions be so 
proportioned to the price of task-work, that it will be about 
as easy as it is now for him to obtain a bare subsistence. 
AVhen he bas no food and shelter due to him, let him he con- 
fined in solitude, or otherwise punished, until he asks for 
opportunity to earn exemption from punishment by labour. 

When he desires to marry, and can persuade any woman to 
marry him, let the two be dealt with as in partnership, 
Thua, a young man or young woman will be attractive 
somewhat in proportion to his or her reputation for industry 
and providence. Thus industry and providence will become 
fashionable. Oblige them to purchase food for their children, 
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and let them have the henefit of thoir children's labour, and 
they will be careful to teach their children to avoid waste, 
and to hoEOur labour. Let those who have not gained credit 
while hale and young, sufficient to support themselves iu 
comfort when prevented by age or infirmity from further 
labour, be suppoi-ted by a tax upon all the negroes of the plan- 
tation, or of a commumty Improvidence, and pretence of 
inability to laboui, will then be diggracefui. 

When any man has a balance to his credit equal to his 
value as a slave, let that constitiit* him a free man. It wiU 
be optional with hmi and his employer whether he shall 
continue longer m the relation of servant. If desirable for both 
tliat he should, it is probable that he will ; for unless he is 
honest, prudent, industrious, and discreet, he will not have 
acquired the means of purchasing his freedom. 

If he is so, he will remain where he is, unless he is more 
wanted elsewhere ; a fact that will be ^tablished by his being 
called away by higher \vages, or the prospect of greater ease 
and comfort elsewhere. If he is so drawn off, it is better for all 
parties concerned that he should go. Better for his old mas- 
ter ; for he would not refuse him sufficient wages to induce 
him to stay, unless ho eould get the work he wanted him to 
do done cheaper than he would justly do it. Poor wages 
would certainly, in the long run, buy but poor work ; fair 
wages, fair work. 

Of course there will be exceptional cases, but they will 
always operate as cautions for the future, not only to the 
parties suffering, but to all who observe them. And be sure 
they will not be suffered, among ignorant people, to be lost. 
This is the beneficent fnnction of gossip, with which wise and 
broad-working minds have nothing to do, such not being 
benefitted by the iteration of the lessons of life.' 

Married persons, of course, can only become free together. 
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In the appraisement of their value, let that of their young 
children be included, so that they cannot be parted from them ; 
but with regard to children old enough to earn something 
more than their living, let it be optional what they do 
for them. 

Such a system would simply combine the commendable 
elements of the emancipation law of Cuba,* and those of the 
reformatory punishment system, now m successful operation 
in some of the British penal colonies, with a few pi-actical 
inodiflcatious. Further modifications would, doubtless, be 
needed, which any man who has had much practical expe- 
rience in dealing with slaves might re.idily suggest. Much 
might be learned from the experience of the system pursued 
in the penal colonies, aoiie account of which may be seen in 
tlie report of the Prisoners' Aid Society of New York, for 
1854, or in a previous little work of my own. I have here 
only desired to suggest, apropos to my friend's experience, 
the practicability of providing the negroes an education in 
essential social morality, while they are drawing towards 
personal freedom ; a desideratum with those who do not con- 
sider Slavery a purely and eternally desirable thing for both 
slave and slave-master, which the present system is caka- 
lated, as far as possible, in every dnection to oppose. 

Education in theology and letters could be easily combined 
with such a plan as I have hinted at ; or, if a State should 
wish to enconiage the improvement of its negro constituent — 
as, in the progress of enlightenment and Christianity, may be 
hoped to eventually occur— a simple provision of the law, 

' In Cub.i evciy alavs hiia the privilejo of eniiiii[:ipiitin,E himself, by paj-ing a 

eiUiBf a fired price, or else is fiied, in enuh uase, by <li9inteif!3i*d sppniiseri. The 
cniiseqiience is, thut enwnoiptions are constantly going on, nad tlie fvM people of 
<-ol.rar are beooroina; eoliglilfnert, cultivated, anil Wftilthl. in no pnrt of the 
United States do they occupy tlie hl^b soci^il ppsition which they enjoy in Culia. 
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makmg a certain standard of proficiency the condition of 
political freedom, would probably create a natural demand 
for education, which commerce, imder its inexorable higher- 
laws, would be obliged to satisfy. 

I do not think, after all I ha^e heard to favour it, that 
there is any good reason to consider the negro, naturally and 
essentially, the moral inferior of the white ; or, that if be is 
so, it is in those elements of character which should for ever 
prevent tjs from trasting him with equal social munities with 
oiu-selvea. 

So far as I have observed, slaves show tliemselv€« worthy 
of trust most, where their masters ate most considerate and 
liberal towards tbem. JFar mure su, lor instance, on the 
small farms of North Caroiina tii«ii on the plantations of 
Virgmia and South Carolina, Mi', X,'s slaves are permitted 
to purchase fire-arms and ammimition, and to keep them in 
their cabins ; and his wife aud daughters reside with him, 
among them, the doors of the house never locked, or windows 
closed, perfectly defenceless, and miles distant from any other 
white iamily. 

Another evidence that negroes, even in slavery, when 
trusted, may prove wonderfully reliable, I wiU subjoin, in a 
letter written by Mr. Alexander Smcts, of Savannah, to a 
friend m New York, in 1853. It is hardly necessary to say, 
that the " sen-ants " spoken of were negroes, and the " sus- 
picious characters," providentially removed, were whites. The 
letter was not written for publication : — 

"Tlie epidemic wbicli spread destniction and deeoiutiou tljtouftli our 
eity, and many otlier pLicea in most of the Soutlietn StaieB, nas. witli ilio 
exception oftliatofieSO, Hie most deedly Uiat was ever linowii here. Its 
appearance being sudden, the inliabitnntg wete seized witli a panic, nliich 
caused an imn:ediate »auve qui peut seldom witni eaed before. I left, or 
ratlier fled, for the take of my dangl.teru, lo Bparlo, HanoocI; couoty. 
They n-ere dreadfully frightened. 
" Of a jiopulalioii of flttfjtn thousand, sis tl.oiisanti, wl.o coulti not get 
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ewoy, Temoined, nearly all of nliom were more or lesa seized with the pre- 
vailing tliaease. The negrous, wiih very few exceptions, escaped. 

■' Amidst the desolation and gh)om pervading Oie deserted streets, there 
^nta a feature tliut allowed our slaves in a fitvouruble light. There were 
Nitire blacks of houses, which were either entirely deserted —the owners in 
many inata,neea having, in their flight, forgotten to lock them up— or left in 
charge of the servants. A finer opportunity for plunder could not be 
desired b; thieves ; and yet the city was remarkable, during the lime, for 
Older ami quietness. There were scarcely any robberies oonunitled, and 
BS regards fires, so common in the winter, none I Every houfleholdor, 
whose premises had escaped the fory of the late terrific storm, found tliem 
in the sitnie condition he had left them. Had not tlie yellow fover scared 
away or killed those suspicious cliaractei's, whose existence ia a problem, 
and who prowl ubout eveiy city, I fear tliat our city might have been laid 
waste. Of the whole board of directors of five banks, throe or four 
remained, and theao at one time were sick. Several of the clerks were 
left, each in the possession of a single one. For seveml weeks it was 
difficult to get anything to cat ; the bakers were either «ck or dead. The 
markets clostul, no oounti'yman dared venturo himsoif into tlie city with 
the usual auppliea for the table, and the pat^ki^ts had discontinued their 
tripa. I shall stop, otliorwise I eould fill a volume with the ooeurrencea 
and incidents of the diamal period of the epidemic." 

On most of the large rice plantations which I have seen in 
fMa vicinity, there is a small chapel, which the negroes call 
their prayer-houae. The owner of one of these told me tliat, 
having ftmiished the prayer-house with seats having a back- 
rail, his negrora petitioned him to remove it, becanee it did 
not leave them room enough to pray. It was explained to 
me that it is their custom, in social worship, to work them- 
selves up to a great pit-ch of excitement, in which they yell 
and cry aloud, and finally, shriek and leap up, clapping th«r 
Lands and dancing, as it is done at heathen festivals. The 
back-rail they found to serioudy impede this exercise. 

Mr. X. told me that he had endeavoured, vrith but little 
success, to prevent this shouting and jumping of the negroes 
at their meetings on his plantation, from a conviction that 
there was not the slightest element of rehgious sentiment in 
it. He considered it to be engaged in more as an exciting 
8 2 
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amusement than from any really religious impulse. In tlie 
town churches, except, perhaps, those managed and conducted 
almost exclusively by negroes, the slaves are said to commonly 
engage in rchgious eserciaes in a sober and decorous manner ; 
yet, a membsr of a Presbyterian church in a Southern city 
told me, that he had seen the negroes in his own house of 
worship, during " a season of revival," leap from their seats, 
throw their arms wildly in the air, shout vehemently and un- 
inteUigibly, cry, groan, rend their clothes, and fell into cata- 
leptic trances. 

On almost every large plantation, and in every neighbour- 
hood of small ones, there is one man who has come to ba 
considered the head or pastor of the local ehurch. The office 
among the negroes, as among all other people, confers a 
certain importance and power. A part of the reverence 
attaching to the duties is given to the person ; vanity and 
self-confidence are cultivated, and a higher ambition aroused 
than can usually enter the mind of a slave. The self-respect of 
the preacher is also often increased by the consideration in 
which he ia held by his master, as well as by Iik fellows ; 
thus, the preachers generally have an air of superiority to 
other negroes ; they acquire a remarkable memory of words, 
phrases, and forms; a curious sort of poetic bilent is de- 
veloped, *and a habit is obtained of rhapsodizing and exciting 
furious emotions, to a great degree spurious and temporary, 
in themselves and others, through the imagination. I was 
introduced, the other day, to a preaclier, who was represented 
to be quite distinguished among them. I took his hand, 
respectfully, and said I was happy to meet him. He seemed 
to take this for a joke, and lairghed heartily. He was a 
" driver," and my friend said — 

"He drives the negroes at the cotton all the week, and 
Sundays he di-ives thorn at the Gospel— don't you, Ned ?" 
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Hq commeEced to reply in some Bcriptural phrase, soberly ; 
but before he coiald say tbiee words, began to laugh again, 
and reeled off like a drunien man — entirely overcome with 
merriment. He recovered himself in a moment, and returned 
to us. 

" They say he preach^ very powerfully, too." 
" Yes, massa ! 'kordin' to der grace — yah ! yah !" 
And he staggered off again, with the peculiar hearty negro 
gufKiw. My friend's tone was, I suppose, slightly hiunorous, 
but I was grave, and really meant to treat him reipeetfully, 
wishing to draw him into conrarsation ; but he had got the 
impression that it was intended to make fan of him, and 
generously assuming a merry humour, I found it impossible 
to get a serious reply, 

A majority of the public bouses of worship at the South 
are small, rude structures of logs, or rough boards, built by 
the united labour or contributiona of the people of a laige 
neighbourhood or district of country, and are used as places 
of assembly for all public purposes. Pew of them have any 
regular clergymen, but preachers of different denominations 
go from one to another, sometimes in a defined rotation, or 
"circ!iit," so that they may be expected at each of their 
stations at regular intervals, A laf« report of the Southern 
Aid Society states that hardly one-fifth of the preachers are 
regularly educated for their business, and that "you would 
skrve a host of them if yon debarred them £fom seeking 
additional support for their families by worldly occupation," 
In one presbytery of the Presbyterian Church, which is, 
perhaps, the richest, and includes the most educated body of 
people of all the Southern Churches, there are twenty-one 
ministers whose wages are not over two hmidred and fifty 
doUars each. The proportion of ministers, of all sorts, to 
people, is estimat<.>d at one to thirtij.'n hundred. ■ (In the Free 
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States it is estimated at one to nine hundred.) The report 
of this Society also states, that "within the limits of the 
United States religious destitution lies coroparatively at the 
South and South-west ; and that from the first settlement of 
the country the North haa preserved a decided religious 
superiority over the South, especially in three important 
particulars: in ample supply of Christian institutions; ex- 
tensive supply of Christian truth ; and thorough Christian 
regimen, both in the Church and in the commuuity." It is 
added that, " while the South-western States have alwRja 
needed a stronger arm of the Christian ministry to raise tliem 
up toward a Christian equality with their Northern brethren, 
their supply in this respect has always been decidedly in- 
ferior." The reason of this is the same with that which ex- 
plains the general ignorance of the people of the South : The 
effect of Slavery in preventing social association of the whites, 
and in encouraging vagabond and improvident hahits of life 
among the poor. 

The two largest donominations of Christians at the South 
are the Methodiste and Baptists— the last having a numerical 
superiority. There are some subdivisions of each, and of the 
Baptists especially, the nature of which I do not understand. 
Two grand divisions of the Baptists are known as the Hard 
Shells and the Soft Shells. There is an intense rivalry and 
jealousy among these various sects and sub-sects, and the 
controversy between them is carried on with a bitterness and 
persistence exceeding anything which I have known at the 
North, and in a manner which curiously indicates how the 
terms Christianity, piety, etc., are misapphed to partisanship 
and conditions of the imagination. 

A general want of essential reverence of character seems to 
be evidenced in the frequent familiar and public use of expres- 
sions of rare reverence, and in high-coloured descriptions of 
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personal feelings and sentiments, whieli, if actual, can only be 
among a man's dearest, most interior and secret, stillest, and 
moat nncommunieable esperiencea. Men talk in public places, 
in the cbnrches, and in bar-rooms, in the stage-coach, and at 
the fireside, of their personal commmiions with the Deity, and 
of the mutations of their harmony with His Spirit, just as they 
do about their femily and business matters. The familar iise 
of Scripture expressions by the negroes, I have already indi- 
cated. This is not confined to them. A dram-seller adver- 
tises thus : — 

"■FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD.' 

IN order to engage in a more ' honorable ' business, I offer for sole, cheap 
for cash, my elock of 

LIQUOKS, BAE-FIXTUKES. BILLIARD TABLE. &c., to. 
If not Kild privakly. bj IJie 20tli day of May, I will sell the aamci nt public 
auction. ' Shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my 
faith by my worka,' B, KEYSEE," 

At a Sunday dinner-table, at a village inn in Virginia, two 
or three men had taken seats with me, who had, as they said, 
" been to the preachin'." A child had been baptized, and the 
discourse had been a defence of infant baptism, 

"I'm damned," said one, "ef he teched on the primary 
significance of baptism, at aU — ^buryin' with Jesus." 

" They wus the weakest arguments for sprmihn' that ever 
I heerd," said another — a hot, red-faced, corpulent man — 
"and his sermon was two hours long, for when he stopped I 
looked at my watch. I thought it should be a lesson to me, 
for I couldn't help going to sleep. Says I to Uncle John, 
says I— he sot nest to me, and I whispered to him— says I, 
' When he gits to Bunker Hili, you wake me up,' for I see he 
was bound to go clean back ki the heginnin' of things," 

" Uncle John ia an Episcopalian, aint he ?" 

"Xes." 
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" Well, there aint no religion in that, no how." 

" No, there aint." 

" Well no\¥, you wouldn't think it, but IVe stuiiied into 
rehgion a heap in my life." 

" Don't seem to have done you much good." 

" No it aint, not yet, but I'ye studied into it, and I know 
what it ia." 

" There aint but one way, Benny." 

" I know it." 

"Kepent of your sins, and beheve in Christ, and be 
immersed — that's all," 

"I know it." 

" Well, I hope the Loid'll bring you to it, 'fore you die." 

"E«ckon he will— hope so, sure." 

" Yon wouldn't hardly think that fat man was a preacher 
himself, would you ?" said the landlady to me, after they left. 

"Certainly not." 

" He is, though, bnt I don't think much of that sort ;" and 
the landlady immediately began to describe to me the religious 
history of the neighbourhood. It was some different here, she 
said she reckoned, in reply to a remark of mine, from what it 
was at the North. Most respectable people became pious 
here before they got to be very old, especially ladies. Young 
ladies were always gay and went to balls till they were near 
twenty yeaxs old, but from eighteen to twenty-five they gene- 
rally got religion, and then they stopped right short, and 
never danced or carried on any after that. Sometimes it 
wasn't tiU after they were married, but there weren't many 
ladies who had children that wam't pious. She herself was an 
exception, for she had threo children and had not got rehgion 
yet ; sometimes she was frightened to think how old she was 
— her children growing up about her; but she did so hke 
dancing — she hoped her turn would come — she knew it would 
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— she had a pious and praying mother, and she reckoned her 
prayers must be heard, and ao on. 

The religious service which I am about to describe, was 
held in a less than usually rude meeting-house, the boards by 
which it was enclosed being planed, the windows glazed, and 
the seate for the white people provided with hacks. It stood 
in a small clearing of the woods, and there was no habitation 
within two miles of it. When I reached it with my friends, 
the services had already commenced. Fastened to trees, in a 
circle about the house, there were many saddled horaea and 
males, and a few attached to carts or waggons. There were 
two smouldering camp-fires, around which sat circles of 
negroes and white boys, roasting potatoes in the ashes. 

In the house were some fifty white people, generally 
dressed in homespun, and of the class called " crackers," 
though I was told Uiat some of them owned a good many 
negroes, and were by no means so poor as thoir appearance 
indicated. About one-third of the house, at the end opposite 
the desk, was coveted by a gallery or cock-Iofl, under and in 
which, distinctly separated from the whites, was a dense body 
of negroes; the men on one side, the women on another. 
The whites were seated promiscuously in tlie body of the 
house. The negroes present outnumbered the whites, but 
the exercises at this time seemed to have no reference to 
them ; there were many more waiting about the doors out- 
side, and they were expecting to enjoy a meeting to them- 
selves, after the whites had left the house. They were gene- 
rally neatly dressed, more so than the majority of the whites 
present, but in a distinctly plantation or slave style, A few 
of them wore somewhat expensive articles, evidently of their 
own selection and purchase ; but I observed, with some sur- 
prise, that not one of the women had a bonnet upon her head, 
aU wearing handkci-chiefs, 'generally of gay patterns, and 
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Ijecomingly axrangetl. I inquired if ihis was entirely a 
matter of taste, and was told tiiat it, no doubt, was generally 
so, though the masters would not probably allow thom to 
wear bonnets, if they should be disposed to, and sliould pur- 
(jhasG them themselves, as it would be thought presuming. 
In the towns, the coloured women often, but not generally, 
wear bonnets. 

During all tfa& exerciseSj people of both classes were 
frequently going out and coming in ; the wcanen had brought 
their babies with them, and these made much disttirbance. 
A negro girl would sometime come forward to take a child 
out ; p^-haps the child would prefer not to be taken out, and 
would make loud and angry objections ; it would then be fed, 
ScTeral were allowed to crawl about the floor, carrying liand- 
fuls .of corn-bread and roasted potatoes about with them ; one 
had a feney to enter tlie pulpit ; whieb it succeeded in climb- 
ing into three times, and was as often taken away, in spite of 
loud and tearful expostulations, by its fiither. Itogs were not 
excluded ; and outside, the doors and windows all being open, 
there was much neighing and braying, unused as were the 
mules and horses to see so many of their kind assembled. 

The preliminary devotional exercises— a Scripture reading, 
singing, and painfully iri'everential and meaningless harangues 
nominally addressed to the Deity, bat really to the audience 
— being concluded, the sermon was commenced by reading a 
test, with which, however, it had, so fiir as I eoidd discover, 
no further association. Without often being violent in his 
manner, the speaker nearly aU the time cried aloud at the 
.utmost stretch of hia voice, as if calling to some one a long 
distance off; as his diacoin^e was extemporaneous, however, 
he sometimes returned with curious effect to his natural con- 
vereational tone ; and as he was gifted with a strong imagi- 
nation, and possessed of a good deal of dramatic power, lie 



Hosted by Google 



SOUTH CAKOLINA AND GEOEGIA. 267 

kept the attention of the people very well. There waa no 
arguiQent upon any point that the congregation were likely 
to have much difference of opinion upon, nor any special con- 
nection between one sentence and another ; yet thei^e was a 
constant, sly, sectarian skirmishing, and a frequently recur- 
ring cannonade upon French infidelity and socialism, and 
several crushing charges upon Fourier, the Pope of Kome, 
Tom Paine, Voltaire, " Roosu," and Joe Smith. The audience 
were frequently reminded that the preacher did not want their 
attention for any purpose of his own ; but that he demanded 
a respectful hearing as " the ambassador of Christ." He had 
the habit of.frequently repeating a phrase, or of bringing for- 
ward the same idea in a slightly different form, a great many 
times. The following passage, of which I took notes, presents 
an example of this, followed by one of the beet instances of 
his dramatic talent that occurred. He iras leaning far over 
the desk, with his arm stretched forward, gesticulating vio- 
lently, yelling at the highest key, and catching breath with an 
effort :— 

" A — ah ! why don't yon come to Christ ? ah ! what's the 
reason ? ah ! Is it because he was of lowly lirth f ah.] Is 
that it ? In if because he was bom in a manger ? ah ! Is it 
because he was of a humble origin ? ah ! Is it because he was 
lowly born? a-ha! Is it because, ah! — is it because, ah ! — 
because he was called a Naaarene ? Is it because he was born 
in a stable? — or is it because — because he was of hmnble 

origin ? Or is it — is it because" -He drew back, and after a 

moment's silence pnt his hand to his chin, and began walking 
up and down the platform of the pulpit, soliloquizing. " It 
can't be — it can't be — ?" Then lifting his eyes and gradually 
ttiming towards the audience, while he continued to speak in 
a low, thoughtful tone : " Perhaps you don't like the messen- 
ger — is that the reason ? I'm the ambassador of the great 
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and glorious King; it's his invitation, 'taint mine. Ton 
musn't mind me. I. ain't no account. Suppose a ragged, 
insignificant little boy should come rnnning lE here and tell 
yon, ' Mister, your house's a-fire !' would you mind the ragged, 
insignificant httle boy, and refuse to listen to him, becane? he 
didn't look respectable ?" 

At the end of the sermon he stepped down from the pulpit, 
and, <irossing the house towards the negroes, said, quietly, as 
he walked, " I take great interest in the poor blacks ; and 
this evening I am going to hold a meeting specially for you." 
With this he turned back, and without re-entering the pulpit, 
but strolling up and down before it, read a hymn, at the con- 
closion of which, he laid his book down, and speaking for a 
moment with natural emphasis, said — 

" I don't want to create a tumultuous scene, now ;^that 
isn't my intention. I don't want to make an excitement, — 
that aint what I want, — but I feel that there's some here that 
I may never see again, ah ! and, as I may never have another 
opportunity, I feel it my duty as an ambassador of Jesus 

Christ, ah ! before I go " By tliis time he had returned 

to the high key and whining yell. Exactly what he felt it 
his duty to do, I did not understand ; but evidently to employ 
some more powerful agency of awakening than arguments 
and appeals to the imderstanding ; and, before I could con- 
jecture, in the least, of what sort this was to be, while he was 
yet speaking calmly, deprecating excitement, my attention 
was attracted to several men, who had previously appeared 
sleepy and indifferent, but who now suddenly began to sigh, 
raise then: heads, and ibsd tears — some standing up, so that 
they might be observed in doing this by the whole con- 
gregation — the tears running down their noses without ajiy 
interruption. The speaker, presently, was crying aloud, with a 
moumfid, distressed, beseeching shriek, as if he were himself 
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siiffermg tortui'e ; " Oh, any of yon fond parents, who know 
that any of your dear, sweet, little ones may be, oh ! at any 
moment soatehed right away firom your bosom, and cast into 
hell fire, oh ! there to siifier torment for ever and ever, and 
ever and ever — Oh ! come out here and help ns pray for them ! 
Oh, any of you wives that has got an unconverted husband, 
that won't go along with you to eternal glory, but is set upon 
being separated from you, oh ! and taking up his bed in hell 
— Oh ! I call upon you, if you love him, now to come out 
here and jine us in praying for him. Oh, if there's a husband 
here, whose wife is still in the bond of iniquity," etc., through 
a long category. 

It was immediately evident tliat a large part of the audience 
tmderatood his wish to be the reverse of what he had declared, 
and considered themselves called upon to assist him ; and it 
was astonishing to see with what readiness the faces of those 
who, up to the moment he gave the signal, had appeared 
drowsy and slnpid, were made to express distressing excite- 
ment, sighing, groaning, and weeping. Rising in their seats, 
and walking up to the pulpit, they grasped each other's hands 
agonizingly, and remained, some kneeling, others standing, 
with their faces towai-ds the remainder of the assembly. 
There was great confusion and tumult, and the poor children, 
evidently impressed by the ten-ified tone of the howling 
fi-eacher, with the expectation of some immediately impending 
calamity, shrieked, and ran hither and thither, fill negro 
girls came forward, laughing at the imposition, and carried 
them out. 

At length, when some twenty had gathered around the 
preacher, and it became evident that no more could be drawn 
out, he stopped a moment for breath, and then repeated a 
verse of a hymn, which being sung, ho again commenced to 
cry aloud, calling now upon all the unconverted, who were 
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iviUing to be saved, to kneel. A few 5id eo, and another 
verse was sung, followed by another more fervent exhortation. 
So it went on ; at eacli verse his entreaties, warnings, and 
threats, ajid the responsive groans, sots, and ejaculations of 
his cot«rie grew louder and stronger. Those who refused to 
kneel were addressed as standing on the brink of the infernal 
pit, into which a diabolical divinitj was biomenbiriij on the 
point of satisfying the necessities of his character by hm-ling 
them off. 

All this time about a dozen of the audience remained 
standing, many were kneeling, and the larger part had taken 
their seats — all having risen at the commencement of the 
singing. Those who continued standing were mainly wild- 
looking young fellows, who glanced with smiles at one 
another, as if they needed encouragement to brajien it out, 
A few young women were evidently fearfully excited, and 
perceptibly trembled, but for some reason dared not kneel, or 
compromise, by sitting. One of these, a good-looking and 
gaily-dressed girl, stood near, and directly before the preacher, 
her lips compressed, and her eyes fixed fiercely and d.-fiantly 
upon him. He for some time concentrated his force upon 
her ; but she was too strong for him, he coidd not bring her 
down. At length, shaking his finger toward her, with a 
tonible expression, as. if he had the power, and did not lack 
the inclination, to damn her for her resistance to his will, he 
said: "I tell you this is ^Ae fos( ca7/.'" She bit her lips, 
and turned paler, but still stood erect, and defiant of the 
immense magnetism concentrated upon her ; and he gave it 
up himself, quite exhausted with the effort. 

The last verse of the hymn was sung. A comparatively 
quiet and sober repetition of Scripture phrases, strung to- 
gether heterogeneously and without meaning, in tlie form of 
prayer, followed, a benediction was pronounced, and in five 
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minutea all the people were out of the door, with no trace of 
the previous excitement left, but most of the men talMng 
eagerly of the price of cotton, and negroes, and other 
news. 

The negroes kept their place during all of the tumult ; 
there may have been a sympathetic groan or exclamation 
uttered by one or two of them, bat generally they expre^ed 
only the interest of curiosity in the proceedings, such as 
Europeans might at a performance of the dancing dervishes, 
an Indian pow-wow, or an exhibition of ].9vchological or 
"spiritual" phenomena, makiog it very evident that the 
emotion of the perfonners was optionally «n^£^ m as an 
appropriate part of divine service. There was generiO> a 
self-satisfied smile upon their &ces ; and I have no doult 
they felt that they oould do it with a good deal mcie energy 
and abandon, if they were called upon I did not wish to 
detain my companion to witness how thei succeeded \ hen 
their turn came ; and I can only judge fnm the fat,t that 
those I saw the next morning were so hearse that thej could 
scarcely speak, that the religious exeri.i'.es the> most enjcy 
are rather hard upon the lungs, whatevti then tfiect may be 
npon the soul. 
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CHAPTEE Vn. 



THE SOUTH-WEST, ALAJiAUA AND MIS8IS8IPPI. 

Mohile.—I loft Santnnah for the West, by the Ma«on 
road ; the train started pimctuaJly to a second, at ita adver- 
tised time ; the speed waa not great, but regular, and less 
time was lost imnecessarily, at way-stations, than iKualiy on 
our Horthem roads. 

I have traveRed more than five hundred miles on the 
Georgia roads, and I am glad to say that all of them seem 
to be exceedingly well managed. The speed upon them is 
not generally more than fix>m fifteen to twenty miles an 
hour ; but it is made, as advertised, with consider.xble punc- 
tuahty. The roads are admirably engineered and constructed, 
and their equipment will compare &vourably with that of any 
other roads on the continent. There are now upwards 
of twelve hundred miles of railroad in the State, and more 
building. The Savannah and Macon line — the first built 
— was commenced in 1834. The increased 
of the city of Savannah, which followed 
stimulated many other railroad enterprises, not only within 
the State, but elsewhere at tho South, particularly in South 
Carolina. Many of those were rashly pushed forward by men 
of no experience, and but Httle commercial judgment ; the 
roads were injudiciously laid out, and have been badly 
managed, and, of course, have occasioned disastrous losses. 
The Savannah and Macon road has, however, been very suc- 
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cossful. The receipts are now over g 1,000,000 annually; 
the road is well stocked, is out of debt, and its business is 
constantly increasing ; the stock is above par, and the stock- 
holders are receiving eight per cent, dividends, with a hand- 
some Biirplua on hand. It has been always, in a great 
degree, under the management of Northern men — was 
engineered, and is still worked chiefly by Northern men, and. 
a large amount of its stock is owned at the North. I am told 
that most of the mechanics, and of the successful merchants 
and tradesmen of Savannah came originally from the North, 
or are the sons of Northern men. 

Partly by rail and partly by rapid stage-coaching (tac 
coaches, horses, and drivers again from the North), I crossed 
the State in about twenty-four hours. The railroad ia since 
entirely completed from Savannah to Montgomery, in Ala- 
bama, and is being extended siowly towards the Mississippi ; 
of course with the expectation that it will eventually reach 
the Pacific, and thus make Savannah " the gate to the com- 
merce of the world." Ship-masters will hope that, when 
either it or ita rival in South Ciroiina has secured that honour, 
they wiU succeed, better than they yet liave done, in remov- 
ing the bars, physical and legal, by which commerce is now 
annoyed in its endeavom's to serve them. 

At Columbus, I spent several daj^s. It is the largest manu- 
facturing town, south of Richmond, in the Slave States. It 
is situated at the Falls, and the head of steamboat navigation 
of the Chataliooehe, the western boundary of Georgia. The 
water-power is sufficient to drive two hundred thousand 
spindles, with a proportionate number of looms. There are, 
probably, at present from fifteen to twenty thousand spindles 
running. The operatives in the cotton-mills are said to be 
mainly " Ci-acker girls " (poor whites from the country), who 
earn, in good times, by piece-work, from g 8 to K 12 a month. 
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Tiiere are, besides the cotton-mills, one woollen-mill, one 
pfipei-mill, a fovtndrj-, a cotton-gin factory, a machine-shop, 
etc. The iRbourera in all these are mainly whit«s, and they 
are in such a conclition that, if temporarily thrown out of 
employment, great numbers of them are at once reduced to a 
etate of destitution, and are dependent upon credit or charity 
for their daily food. Public entertainments were being 
held at the time of my visit, the profits to he applied 
to the rehef of operatives in mills which had been stopped 
by the effects of a late flood of the river. Yet Slavery is 
boasted to be a perfect safeguard against such 



1 had seen in no place, since I left Washington, so much 
gambling, intoxication, and cruel treatment of servants in 
pubhc, as in Columbus. Thiw, possibly, vfas accidental ; but 
I must caution persons, travelling for health or pleasure, to 
avoid stopping in the town. The hotel in which I lodged 
was disgustingly dirty ; the table rovolting ; the waiters 
stupid, inattentive, and annoying. It was the stage-house ; 
but I was informed that the other pubhc-house was no better, 
Tliere are very good inns at Macon, and at Montgomery, Ala- 
bama; and it will be best for an invalid proceeding from 
Savannah westward, if possible, not to spend a night between 
these towns. 

A day's journey took me from Columbus, through a hilly 
wilderness, with a few dreary villages, and many isolated 
cotton farms, with comfortless habitations for black and white 
upon them, to Montgomery, the capital of Alabama. 

Montgomery is a prosperous town, with pleasant suburbs, 
and a remarkably enterprising population, among which there 
is a considerable proportion of Northern and foreign-born 
business-men and mechanics. 

I spent a week here, and then left for Mobile, on the 
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stcamlxiat Fashion, a clean and well-ordered boat, -with 
polite and obliging ofScere. We were two days and a half 
making the passage, the boat stopping at almost eveiy bluff 
and landing to take on cotton, until she had a freight of 
nineteen hundred bales, which was built np on the guards, 
seven or eight tiers in height, and until it reached the hurri- 
cane deck. The boat was thus brought so deep that her 
guards were in the water, and the ripple of the river eon- 
siantlj- washed over them. There are two hundred laadings 
on the Alabama river, and three hundred on the Bigby 
(Tombeckbee of the geographers), at which the boats ad- 
vertise to call, if recjULred, for pa^engera or freight. This, 
of course, makes the passage exceedingly tedious. The so- 
called landings, however, have not in many cases the shghtest 
artificial accommodations for the purpose of a landing. The 
boat's hawser, if used, is made fast to a living tree ; there is 
not a sign of a wharf, often no honee in sight, and sometimes 
no distinct road. 

The principal town at which we landed was Selma, a pleasant 
village, in one comer of which I came upon a tall, ill-pro- 
portioned, broken-windowed brick barrack ; it had no grounds 
about it, was close upon the highway, was in every way dirty, 
neglected, and forlorn in expression. I inquired what it was, 
and was answered, the "Young Ladies' College." There 
were a number of pretty private gardens in the town, in 
which I noticed several evergreen oats, the first I bad seen 
since leaving Savannah. 

At Claiborne, another village upon the river, we landed at 
nine o'clock on a Sunday night. It is situated upon a blutf, 
a hundred and fifty feet high, with a nearly perpendicular 
bank, upon the river. The boat came to the shore at the 
foot of a plank slide-way, down which cotton was sent to it, 
from a warehouse at the top , 

T 2 
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There was something truly "Westerii in the direct, reckiesa 
way in which the boat waa bailed. A strong gang-plank 
being placed at right angles to the alide-way, a bale of cotton 
w^ let slide from the top, and, coming down with fearful 
velocity, on striking the gang-plank, it would reboond up and 
out on to the boat, against a barricade of bales preyionsly ar- 
ranged to receive it. The moment it struck this barricade, 
it would be dashed at by two m three men, and jei-kcd out of 
the way, and others would roll it to its place for-tbe voyage, 
on the tiers aft. The mate, standing near the bottom of the 
slide, as soon as the men had removed one bale to what he 
thought a safe distance, would shout to thwse aloft, and down 
would come another. Not uniJequently, a bale woTdd not 
strike fairly on its end, and would rebound off, diagonally, 
overboard ; or would be thrown up with such force as to 
go over the barricade, breaking stanchions and raOings, and 
scattering the passengers on the berth deck. Negro hands 
were sent to the top of the bank, to roll the bales to the side, 
and Irislimen were kept below to remove them, and stow 
them. On asking the mate (with some surmisings) the rea- 
son of this arrangement, he said — 

" The niggers are worth too much to he risked here ; if 
the Paddies are knocked overboard, or get their backs broke, 
nobody loses anything !" 

There were about one hundred passengers on the Fashion, 
besides a nmnber of poor people and negroes on the lower 
deck. They were, generally, cotton-planters, going to 
Mobile on business, or emigrants boond to Texas or 
Arkansas. They were usually well dressed, but were a 
rough, coarse style of people, drinking a great deal, and 
most of the time under a little alcoholic excitement. Not 
sociable, except when the topics of cotton, land, and negroes, 
were started ; interested, howe^^er, in talk about tlieatres and 
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the turf ; very profane ; often showing the handles of con- 
cealed weapons about their persons, but not quarrelsome, 
avoiding dlsputaa and altercations, and respectful to one 
another in forms of words ; very iH-uiformed, except on plan- 
tation business; their language ungrammatical, idiomatic, 
and extravagant. Their grand characteristics — simpheity of 
motive, vague, shallow, and purely objectiTe habits of 
thought ; and bold, self-reliant movement. 

With all tlieir individual independence, I soon could per- 
ceive a very great homogeneousnesa of character, by which 
they were distinguishable from any other people with whom 
I had before been thrown in contact ; and I began to stody 
it with interest, as the Anglo-Saxon development of the 
South-west. 

I found that, more than any people I had ever seen, they 
were unrateable by dress, taste, forme, and expenditures. I 
was perplexed by finding, apparently united in the same in- 
dividual, the self-possession, confidence, and the use of ex- 
pressions of deference, of the well-equipped gentleman, and 
the coarseness and low tastes of the uncivilized boor — frank- 
n^s and reserve, recklessness and self-restraint, extravagance, 
and pennriouaness. 

There was one man, who " lived, when he was to homo," 
as he told me, " in the Ked Biver Country," in tie north- 
eastern part of Texas, having emigrated thither from 
Alabama, some yeara before. He wa,s a tall, thin, awkward 
person, and wore a suit of clothes (probably bought " ready- 
made ") which would have better suited a short, fat figure. 
Under his waistcoat he canded a large knife, with the hilt 
generally protruding at the breast. He bad been with his 
family to his former home, for a business purpose, and was 
now returning to his plantation. His wifo was a pale and 
harassed-looking wo:nan ; and he scarce ever paid her the 
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smallest attention, not even sitting near her at the pnblic 
table. Of his children, however, he seemed very fond ; and 
they had. a negro servant in attendance upon them, whom he 
was constantly scolding and threatening. Having been from 
home for six weeks, his impatience to retmii was very great, 
and was constantly aggravated by the frequent and long- 
continued stoppages of the boat. " Time's money, time's 
money !" he would be constantly saying, while we were 
taking on cotton^" time's worth more'n money to me now ; 
a hundred per cent, more, 'cause I left my niggers all alone ; 
not a dam white man within foiw mile on 'em." 

I asked how many negroes he had. 

" I've got twenty on 'em to home, and thar they ar ! and 
thar they ar ! and thar aint a dam soul of a white fellow 
within four mile on 'em." 

" They are picking cotton, I suppose ?" 

"No, I got through pickin' 'fore I left." 

" What work have they to do, then, now ?" 

" I set 'em to dairin', but they aint doin' a dam thing — 
not a dam thing, they aint ; that's wat they are doin', that 
is — not a dam thing. I know that, as well as you do. 
That's the reason time's an object. I told the capting so, 
wen I came aboard : says I, ' capting,' says I, ' time is in 
the objective case with me.' No, sir, they aint doin' a dam 
solitary thing ; that's what they are up to. I know that as 
well as anybody ; I do. But I'll make it up, I'll make it 
up, when I get thar, now you'd better believe." 

Once, when a lot of cotton, baled with unusual neatness, 
was coming on board, and some doubt had been expressed as 
to the economy of the method of baling, he said very loudlv : 

" Well, now, I'd be willin' to bet my salvation, that them 
thar's the heaviest bales that's come on to this boat." 

" I'll Ixit you a Inmdred dollars of it," answered one. 
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" Well, if I was in th'> hibit of bettin', I'd do it, I aint a 
bettin' man. But I am a cotton man I am, and I don't car 
wbo knowa it. I kniw {ott>n I do I'm dam if I know 
anythiu' but cotton I ought to knyw cotton, I had. I've 
been at it e¥er am I wa^ i diile 

" Stranger," he asked me om,e dil you ever come up on 
the Leweezay ? She s a n^ht «mart pretty boat, she is, the 
Leweezay ; the b" 1 1 ever see on the Uabamy river. They 
wanted me to wait and come down on her, but I told 'em 
time was in the objective case to me. She is a right pretty 
boat, and her captiag's a high-tone gentleman; haint no 
objections to find with him — he's a high-tone gentleman, 
that's what he is. But the pilot — ^well, damn him ' He 
run hor right out of the river, up into the wools — didn t run 
her in the river, at all. When I go aboard a steamboat I like 
to keep in the river, somewar; but that pilot, he took her 
right up into the woods. It was just clairm land Clairin' 
land, and playin' hell ginerally, all night , njt folleimg the 
river at all. I believe he was drunk. He must ha\e been 
drunk, for I could keep a boat in the rivei my^eli I'll never 
go in a boat where the pilot's drunk all the time. I take a 
glass too much myself, sometimes ; but I don't hold two 
hundred lives in the holler of my hand, I was in my berth, 
and he run her straight out of the river, elap up into the 
turest. It threw me clean out of my berth, out onter the 
floor; I didn't sleep any more while I was aboard. The 
Leweezay's a right smart pretty little boat, and her capting's 
a high-tone gentleman. They hev good livin' abo.ard of her, 
too, Haan't no objections on that score ; weddin' fisins all 
the time ; but I won't go in a boat war the pilot's drunk, I 
set some vally on the life of two hundred souls. They 
wanted to hev me come down on her, but I told 'em time whb 
in the objective case." 
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There were three yoTing negroes, canied by another Tex'in, 
on the deck, outside the cabin. I don't know why thej were 
not allowed to be with the other emigrant slaves, carried on 
the lower de^k, unlesa the owner was afraid of their trying 
to get away, anl had no handcuffs saiall enongh for them. 
They were boys ; the oldest twelve or fourteen years old, the 
youngest not more than seven. They had evidently been 
bought lately by their present owner, and probably had just 
been taken from their parents. They lay on tlie deck and 
slept, with no bed but the passengers' luggage, and no 
cover but a single blanket for each. Early one morning, 
after a very stormy night, when they must have suffered 
much from the driving rain and cold, I saw their owner with 
a glass of spirits, giving each a few swallows fr'om it. Th"? 
older ones smacked their lips, and said, " Tank 'ou massa ;" 
but the little one couldn't drink it, and cried aloud, when he 
was forced to. The older ones were very playful and quarrel- 
some, and continually teasing the younger, who seemed very 
sad, or homesick and sulky. He would get very angry at 
their mischievous fun, and sometimes strike them. He would 
then be driven into a comer, where he would lie on his back, 
and kick at them in a perfect frenzy of anger and grief. The 
two boys would continue to laugh at him, and frequently the 
passengers would stand about, and be amused by it. Once, 
when they had plagued him in this way for some time, he 
jumped up on to the cotton-bales, and made as if he would 
have plunged overboard. One of the older boys caught him 
by the ankle, and held him till his master came and hauled 
him in, and gave him a severe flogging with a rope's end. 
A number of passengers collected about them, and I heard 
several say, " That's what he wants." Eed Eiver said to me, 
" I've been a watchin' that ar boy, and I see what's the mat- 
ter with him ; heis got the devil in him right bad and he'll 
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The crew of the boat, as I have iutimatecl, waa composed 
pai'tly of Irishmen, and partly of negi'oes ; the latter were 
slaves, and ■were hii'ed of their owners at S40 a month — the 
same wages paid to the Iiiatmen. A dollar of their wages 
waa given to the negroes themselves for each Srandiy they 
were on tlie passage, bo far a-s convenient theyi^eie kept 
at work separately from the white hanls they weie also 
messed separately. On SunUy I obseivel them dinmg in a 
group, on the cotton-bale The tool -nhch was given to 
them in tuhs, from the kitchen was vanous and abundant, 
bean-porrilge bacon u>in bread ship's biscuit, 
ff (puddin;^) ind gravy There was oue knife 
used only, among ten of the n the bacon was cut and torn 
into shares ; splinters of the bone and of fii'e-wood were used 
for forks ; the ponidge was passed from one to another, and 
drank out of Uie tub ; hut though escessively dicty and beast- 
like in their appeai-ance and manners, they were good-natm'ed 
and jocose as usual. 

" Heah ! yon Bill," said one to another, who was on a 
higher tier of cotton, " pass down de deaaart. You ! up dar 
on de hill ; de deasart ! A ugh ! don't yoa know what de dos- 
sart be ? De dulf, you fooi." 

"Does any of de gemmen want some o' dese potatum?" 
asked another ; and no answer being given, he turned the 
tub full of potatoes overboai'd, mthout any hesitation, ft 
was evident he liad never had to think on one day how he 
should be able to live the nest. 

"Whenever we landed at night or on Sunday, for wood or 
cotton, there would be many negroes come on hoard 
from the neighbouring plantations, to sell eg^ to the 
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Sunday was olDserved by the discontitiuaace of public gam- 
bling in the cabin, and in no other way. At midnight 
gumhiing was resumsd, and during the whole passage was 
never at any other time discontinued, night or day, so far as 
I saw. There were three men that seemed to be professional 
sharpers, and who probably played into each other's hands. 
One young man lost all the money he had ^vith him — several 
hundred dollars. 

Mobile, in its central, buaiae^ part, is very compactly 
built, dirty, and noisy, with little elegance, or evidence of 
taste or public spirit, in its people. A small, central, open 
square — the only public ground that I saw — was used as a 
horse and hog pasture, and clothes drying-yard. Out of the 
busier quarter, there is a good deal of the appearance of a 
thriving New England village — almost all the dwelling- 
Louses having plots of ground enclosed around them, planted 
with trees and shrubs. The finest trees are the magnolia 
and live oak ; and the most valuable shrub is the Cherokee 
rose, which is much used for hedges and screens. It is ever- 
green, and its leaves are glossy and beautiful at all seasons, 
and in March it bloon^ profusely. There is an abundance, 
also, of the Cape jessamine. It is as beautiful as a camelia ; 
and, when in blossom, scents the whole air with a most deli- 
cate and delicious fragrance. At a market-garden, near the 
town which I visited, I found most of the best Northern and 
Belgian peais fruiting well, and apparently healthy, and 
well suited m chmate, on quince stocks Figs are abundant, 
and bananas and oranges are said to be gro^vn with "wme 
care and '.hs;ht winter protection 

The Battle House kept b^ Boston men, witli Irish ser- 
vants, I tound an escellent hotel , but with higher charge 
than I had evei paid before Prices, generallj. m Mobile, 
range \en lii^h There aie Luge numlera of foieign mer- 
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chants in the population ; but a great deficiency of trades- 
taen and mechanics. 

While I was at Montgomery, my hat was one day taken 
hvm the dining-room, at dinner-time, by some one who left 
in its place for me a very battered and greasy substitute, 
which I could not wear, if I had chosen to. I asked the 
landlord what I should do. "Be before him, to-morrow." 
Following this cool advice, and, in the mean time, wearing a 
cap, I obtained my hat the next day ; but so ill used, that I 
should not have known it, but for the maker's name, stamped 
withiu it, Ilvot succeeding in fitting myself with a new hat, 
I desired to have my old one pressed, when in Mobile ; but 
I could not find a working hatter in the place, though it has 
a population of thirty thousand soUls. Finally, a hat-dealer, 
a German Jew, I think he was, with whom I had left it 
while looking further, returned it to me, with a charge of 
one doDar, for brushing it— the benefit of which brushing I 
was unable, in the least, to perceive. A friend informed me 
that he found it cheaper to have all his furniture and clothing 
made for him, in New York, to order, when he needed any, 
and sent on by express, than to get it in Mobile. 

The great abtmdance of the best timber for the purpose, in 
the United States, growing in the vicinity of the tovm, has 
lately induced some pereons to attempt ship-building at Mo- 
bile. The mechanics employed ai-e all from the North. 

The great business of the town is the transfer of cotton, 
from the producer to the manufaetin-er, from tlie waggon and 
the steamboat to the sea-going ship. Like all the other 
cotton-ports, Mobile labours under the disadvantage of a 
sliallow harbour. At the wharves, there were only a'few 
small craft and steamboats. All large sea-going vessels he 
some thirty miles below, and their freights a 
in lighters. 
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Tliere appears to be a good, deal of wealth and luxnry, as 
■well as senseless extravagance in the town. English mer- 
chants affect the characttir of the society, considerably ; some 
very faTOurably — some, very much otherwise. Many of them 
own slaves, and, probably, all employ them ; but Slavery 
seems to be of more value to them from the amusement it 
affords, than in any other way. "So-and-so advertises 'a 
valuable drayman, and a good hiaokamith and horae-shoer, for 
sale, on reasonable terma ;' an acclimated double-entry book- 
keeper, kind in harness, is wLit I want," said one ; "those 
Virginia patriarchs haven't any enterprise, or they'd send on 
a stack of such goods every spring, to be kept over through 
the fever, so they could warrant fhem." 

"I don't know where you'll find one," replied another; 
" but if you are wanting a private chaplain, there's one I 
have heard, in street, several times, that could pro- 
bably be bought for a fair price ; and I will warrant him 
sound enough in wind, if not in doctrine." 

" I wouldn't care for hia doctrine, if I bought him ; I don't 
care how black he is ; feed him right, and in a month he 
will be aa orthodox as an archbishop." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

MISSISSIPPI AND LOUISIANA. 



New Orleans. — The steamboat by which I made the p 
along the north shore of the Mexican Gulf to New Orleans, 
was New York built, and owned by a New-Yorker ; and the 
Northern usage of selling passage tickets, to be retiimed on 
leaving tlie boat, was retained upon it, I was aittiog near a 
group of Texans and emigrating planters, when a waiter 
passed along, crj'ing the usual request, that passengers who 
had not obtained ^ckets would call at the captain's office for 
that purpose. "What's that? What's that ?" they shouted ; 
""What did he mean? What is it?" "Why, it's a dun," 
said one. " He is dunnin' on us, sure," continued one and 
another ; and some started from the seats, as if they thought 
it insulting. "Weil, it's the first time I ever was dmmed by 
a nigger, 111 swar," said one. This seemed to place it in a 
humorous aspect ; and, after a hearty laugh, they resumed 
their discussion of the advantages offered to emigrants in 
different parts of Texas, and elsewhere. 

There was a young man on the boat who had been a 
passenger with me on the boat from Montgomery. He was 
bound for Texas ; and while on board the Fashion I had 
heard him saying that he had met with " a right smart bad 
streak of luck " on his way, having lost a valtiable negro. 

" I thought you were going on with those men to Texas, 
the other day," said I. 

" No," he replied ; " I left mv sister in Mobile, when I 
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went back after my nigger, and when I came down again, I 
found that she had found an old acquaintance there, and 
they had concluded to get married ; so I stayed to see the 
wedding." 

" Bather quick work." 

" Well, I reckon they'd both thought about it when tliey 
knew each other before ; but I didn't know it, and it kind o' 
took me by surprise. So my other sister, she concluded Ann 
had done ao well stopping in Mobile, she'd stop and keep 
company with her a spell ; and so I've got to go 'long alone. 
Makes me feel kind o' lonesome — losing that nigger too," 

" Did you say that yoo went back after the nigger ? I 
thought he died ?" 

" Weli, you see I had brought him along as far as Motile, 
and he got away from me there, and slipped aboard a steam- 
boat going back, and Lid himself, I found out that he was 
aboard of her pretty soon after she got off, and I sent tele- 
graphic despatches to several places along up the river, to 
the captain, to put him in a jail, ashore, for me. I know he 
got one of them at Cahawba, but he didn't mind it till he 
got to Montgomery. Well, the nigger didn't have any 
attention paid to him. They just put him in irons ; likely 
enough he didn't get much to eat, or have anything to cover 
himself, and he took cold, and got sick — got pneumonia — 
and when they got to Montgomery, they made him walk up 
to the jail, and there wan't no fire, and nothin' to he on, nor 
nothin' for him in the jail, and it made quick work with him. 
Before I could get up there he was dead. I see an attorney 
here to Mobile, and he offered to take the case, and prosecute 
the captain ; and he says if he don't recover every red cent 
the man was worth, he won't ask me for a fee. It comes 
kinder hard on me. I bought the nigger up, coimting I 
should make a speculation on him ; reckoned I'd take him to 
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Texas if I couldn't turn him to good advantage at Mobile. 
As niggers is goin' here now, I expect 'twas a dead loss of 
eight hundred dollars, right out of pocket." 

There were a large number of steerage passengers occu- 
pying the main deci, foPivard of the shaft. Many of them 
were Irish, late immigrants, but the large majority were 
slaves, going on to New Orleans to be sold, or moving with 
their master to Texas. There was a fiddle or two among 
them, and they were very merry, dancing and singing. A 
few, however, refused to join in the amusement, and looked 
very disconsolate. A large proportion of them were boys 
and girls, under twenty years of age. 

On the forecastle-deck there was a party of emigrants, 
moving with waggons. There were three men, a fether and 
his two sons, or sons-in-law, ^vith their iamihes, including a 
dozen or more women and children. They had two waggons, 
covered with calico and hed-ticka, supported by hoops, in 
which they carried their furniture and stores, and in which 
they also slept at night, the women in one, and the men in 
the otiier. They had sis horses, two mules, and two pair of 
cattle with them. I asked the old man why he had taken 
hia cattle along with him, when he was going so iar by sea, 
and found that he had informed himself accurately of what it 
would cost him to hire or buy cattle at Galveston ; and that 
taking into account the probable delay he would experience 
in looking for them there, he had calculated that he could 
afford to pay the freight on them, to have them with him, to 
go on at once into the country on his arrival, rather than to 
sell them at Mobile. 

" But," said he, " there was one thing I didn't eakulate 
on, and I don't understand it ; the capting cherged me two 
doUars and a half for ' wherlage.' I don't know what that 
means, do you ? I want to know, because I don't car' to be 
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impffflpd upon by nnhodj I jjajed it without 'ia^m' b woid, 
'cau^ I never trs,^e'led on the T\ater befoip , nest time I do, 
I stall be more sitesj " I asked wbere be was going 
"Didn't know math about it," he said, "but reckoned he 
could find a plaoe where there was a good range and plenty 
of game It 'twai? as good a range (pasture) as 't^\as to 
Alabama when he iiist uime there, he'd be satisfied " After 
he'd got his femd> safe through arahmating this tune he 
reckoned he shouldn't move again He had mo\ed about a 
good deal in his life. There was his bttlest boy, he said, 
looking kindly at a poor, thin, blue-faced little child — he 
reckoned they'd be apt to leave him ; he had got tropsical, 
and waa of mighty weak conatitution, nat'rally ; 'twouldn't 
take much to carry him off, and, of courne, a family must be 
exposed a good deal, moving so this time of year. They 
should try to find some heavy timbered land — good land, and 
go to clearing ; didn't calculate to make any crops the first 
year— didn't calculate on it, though perhaps they might if 
they had good luck. They had come from an eastern county 
of Alabama. Had sold out his farm for two dollars an acre ; 
beat land in the district was worth four ; land was naturally 
kind of thin, and now 'twas pretty much all worn out there. 
He had moved first from North Carolina, with his &ther. 
They never made anything to sell but cotton ; made com for 
their own use. Never had any negroes ; reckoned he'd done 
about as well as if he had had them ; reckoned a little better 
on the whole. No, he should not work negroes in Tesas. 
"Niggers is eo kerleas, and want so much lookin' arter; they 
is so monstrous lazy ; they won't do no work, you know, less 
you are clus to 'em all the time, and I don't feel like it. I 
couldn't, at my time of life, begin a~nsing the lash ; and you 
know they do have to take that, all on 'em — and a heap on't, 
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" I don't know much about it ; they don't have slaves 
where I hve." 

" Then you come from a Free State ; well, they've talked 
some of makin' Alabamy a Free State." 

" I didn't know that," 

" 0, yea, there was a good deal of talk one time, aa if they 
was goin' to do it right off. 0, yes ; there was two or three 
of the States this way, one time, come pretty nigh fieein' the 
niggers — ^lettin' 'em all go free." 

" And what do you think of it ?" 

" Well, I'll tell you what I think on it ; I'd like it if we 
could get rid on 'em to yonst. I wouldn't like to hev 'em 
freed, if they was gwine to bang 'ronnd. They ought ki get 
some country, and put 'em war they could he by themselves. 
It wouldn't do no good to free 'em, and let 'em hang round, 
because they ia so monstrous lazy ; if they hadn't got nobody 
to take keer on 'em, you see they wouldn't do nothin' but 
juss nat'rally laze round, and steal, and pilfer, and no man 
couldn't live, you see, war they was — if they was free, no 
man couldn't hve. And then, I've two objections; that's 
one on 'em — no man couldn't live — and this ere's the other : 
K'ow suppose they was free, you see they'd all think them- 
selves just as good as we ; of course they would, if they was 
free. Now, just suppose you had a family of children : how 
would you like to hev a niggar feelin' just as good as a white 
man ? how'd you hke to hev a niggar steppin' up to yom: 
darter ? Of eourae you wouldn't ; and that's the reason I 
wouldn't like to hev 'em free ; but I tell you, I don't think 
it's right to hev 'em slaves so ; that's the fee — taant right to 
keep 'em as they is." 

I was awakened, in the morning, by the loud ringing of a 
hand-T>ell ; and, turning out of niv berth, dressed by dim 
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lamp-light. The waiters were serving coiFee and collecting 
baggage ; and, upon stepping out of the cabin, I found that 
the boat was made h&i to a long wooden jetty/ and tho pas- 
sengers were going ashore. A passage-ticket for New Orleans 
was handed me, as I crossed the gang-plank. There was a 
rail-track and a train of cars upon the wharf, but no loco- 
motive ; and I got my baggage checked, and walked on 
toward the shore. 

It was early daylight — a fog rested on the water, and only 
the nearest point could be discerned. There were many small 
bnildings near the jetty, erected on piles over the wat«r~ 
bathing-bouses, bowling-alleys, and billiard-roome, with other 
indications of a place of holiday resort — and, on reaching the 
shore, I found a slumbering village. The first house from 
the wharf had a garden about it, with complex alleys, and 
tables, and arbonrs, and rustic seats, and cut shrubs, and shells, 
and statues, and vases, and a lamp was feeUy burning in a 
large lantern over the entrance gate. I was thinking how 
like it vras to a rural restaurant in France or Germany, when 
a locomotive backed, screaming hoarsely, down the jetty ; and 
I returned to get my seat. 

Off we puffed, past the restaurant, into the village — the 
name of which I did not inquire, everybody near me seemed 
so cold and cross, — through the little village of white hov^es 
—whatever it was — and away info a dense, gray cypress 
forest. For three or four rods,' each side of the track, the 
trees had all been felled and removed, leaving a dreary strip 
of swamp, covered with stumps. This was bounded and inter- 
sected by broad ditches, or narrow and shallow canals, mth a 
great number of very small punts in them. So it continued, 
for two or three miles ; then the ground became diyer, there 
was an abrupt termination of the gray wood ; the fog was lift- 
ing and drifting off, in ragged, rosy clouds, disclosing a flat 
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country, skirted etill, and finally boimded, in the bafikgrotind, 
with the swamp-forest. A few low houses, one story high, all 
haying Terandaha before them, were scattered thinly over it. 

At length, a hroad road struck in by the side of the track ; 
the houses became more freq^uent ; soon forming a village street, 
with smoke ascending &om hreakfest fires ; windows and doors 
opening, maida sweeping steps, bakers' waggons passing, and 
hroad streets, httle built upon, breaking off at right angles, 

^ At the comers of these streets, were high poles, connected 
at the top by a rope, and furnished with blocks and halyards, 
by which great square lanterns were slung over the middle of 
the carriage-way. I thought again of rrance, ("a la lan- 
ieme '.") and tmrning to one of my cold and cross companions 
— a man wrapped in a loose coat, with a cowl over his head 
— I asked the name of the village, for my geography vras at 
fault. I had expected to be landed at New Orleans by the 
boat, and had not been informed of the railroad arrangement, 
and had no idea in what part of Louisiana we might be. 
" Note Anglische, sare," waa the gruff reply. 

There waa a sign, " Cafe dit Faubourg," and, putting my 
head out of the window, I saw that we must have arrived at 
New Orleans. We reached the terminus, which was sur- 
rounded with fiacres, in the style of Paris, " To the Hotel 
St, Charles," I said to a driver, confused with the loud French 
and quiet Enghsh of the crowd about me. " Owi, yer 'onor," 
was the reply of my Irish-bom fellow-citizen : another pae- 
senger was got, and away vre rattled through narrow dirty 
streets, among grimy old stuccoed walls ; high arched win- 
dows and doors, balconies and entr^ols, and French noises 
and French smells, French signs, ten to one of English, but 
with fimny polygomatic arrangements, sometimes, from which 
lees inSuential families were not excluded. 

The other (axe to whom I had not ventured to speak was 
u 2 
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set down at a sallt: pom la ventf les aomethmgs and soon 
ilter the fiaore t unci out ij m a bioad place cohered with 
bales oi Lottan and taslvb )f su^ir and ■weighing scilea md 
disclosing an astomshinf^ number of bteamhoat's lying ail 
cio3t together in a line the ends ot wluLh were bat in the 
miet which still hung ujon thf iivei 

Now the signa became Eughah, and the new bnck buildinga 
Ameriijan. AVe turned into a broad street, in which shutters 
were being taken from great glass store-fronts, and clerks 
were exercising their ingenuity in the display of muslin, and 
silks, and shawls. In the middle of the broad street there 
was an open space of waste ground, looking as if the corpo- 
mtion had not been able to pave the whole of it at once, and 
had left this interval to be attended to when the treasm-y waa 
better filled. Creasing through a gap in this waste, we 
entered a narrow street of high buildings, French, Spanish, 
and English signs, the latter predominating ; and at the second 
block, I was landed before the great Grecian portico of the 
stupendous, tasteless, ill-contrived, and inconvenient St. 
Charles Hotel. 

After a bath and breakfast, I returned, with great interest, 
to wander in the old French town, the charactoriatics of 
which I have sufficiently indicated. Among the houses, one 
occasionally sees a relic of ancient Spanish buildei-s, while all 
the newer edifices have the characteristics of the doliar-pursu- 



I was dehghted when I reached the old Place d'Armes, 
now a public garden, bright with the orange and lemon trees, 
and roses, and myrtles, and laurels, and jessamines of the 
south of France. Fronting upon it ia the ancient Hotel de 
Ville, still the city court-house, a quaint old French struc- 
ture, with scaly and vermiculated surEice, and deep-worn 
door-sills, and smooth-rubbed corners ; the most \ 
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and historic-looting public building, except the highly pre- 
served, httle old court-house at Newport, that I can now 
think of in the United States. 

Adjoining it is an old Spanisli cathedral, damaged by 
paint, and late alterations and repairs, but still a fine thing 
in our desert of the reverend in architecture. Enough, that 
while it is not new, it is not shabby, and is not tricked out 
with much frippery,* gingerbread and confectionery work. 
The door is open ; coaches and crippled beggars are near it. 
A priest, with a face the expression of which first makes one 
think of an ape and then of an owl, is coming out. If he 
were not otherwise to be heartily welcomed to fresh air and 
sunhght, he should be so, for the sake of the Sister of Charity 
who is foUomng him, probably to some death-bed, with a 
corpse-like fe.ce herself, haggard but composed, pensive and 
absorbed, and with the eyes of a broken heart. I think that 
I may yet meet them looking do^vll compassionately and 
soothingly, in some far distant pestilent or war-hospital. In 
lieu of holy-water, then, here is money for the poor-bos, 
though the devil share it with good angels. 

Dark shadows, and dusky hght, and deep, subdued, low 
organ strains pei-vade the interior; and, on the bare floor, 
here are the kneeling women — " good" and " bad" women— 
and, ah! yes, white and black women, bowed in equahty 
before their common Father. "Ridiculously absurd idea," 
say democratic Governors Mc Duffie and Hammond ; " Self- 
evident," said our ancestors, and so must say the voice of con- 
science, in all free, humble hearts. 

In the crowded n^rket-place, there were not only the pnre 
old Indian Americans, and the Spanish, French, English, 
Celtic, and African, but nearly all possible mixed varieties of 
theee, and no doubt of some other breeds of mankind. 

• Coutempfible ; fn>m tlie joot Fiipjw.-. to weoc out.— WiiliSTER. 
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The various grades of tbe coloured people are designated by 
the French as follows, according to the greater or less predo- 
minance of negro Mood r — 

SMatra griffis and nogrtsa. 

Grifie iiegi'o und mulatto. 

Miirabon muIiiSto and griffe. 

Mulatto wliito and nt'gro. 

QuartoTOti whiti: nnd mula.th). 

Metif white and quarScron, 

Mcamelouo wliite and metif. 

Qatiteron white and meamelouc. 

Sang-melo while and quacteron. 

And all these, with the anb-yarieties of them, French, Spa- 
nish, English, and Indian, and the snb-snb-varieties, snch as 
Anglo-Indian-mulatto, I believe experts pretend to be able to 
distinguish. AVhether distinguishable or not, it is certain 
they all exist in New Orleans. 

They say that the cross of the French and Spanish with 
the African produces a finer and a healthier result tlian that 
of the more Northern European races. Certainly, the French 
quadroons are very handsome and healthy in appearance ; and 
I should not be surprised if really thorough and sufficient sci- 
entific observation should show thorn to be — contrary to the 
common assertion — more vigorous than either of the parent 
races. 

Some of the coloured women apobe French, Spanish, and 
English, as their customers demanded,* 

* [ From the ^■elc Orkans Pica'jmie.'] 
" t'iFTV Doi.i.iug Reward, — Rau ,™ay from the sufecrilMr, about two vnnntlis 
ago, a bright mulatto gii), named Hjiry, abont twpnty-fii-e years of age, almost 
white, anil raUish hsir, front teeth out, a cut on her upper lip ; about five feet 
fire ioolies high; has a sear on her foi'eheadi she passes for free; talks French, 
ItalSan, Dafah, EHi/lish, and Spaaish. 

"Andre Gkabso. 
" Upper side of St. Marj's Marliot." 
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Three taverns, bearing the sign of " The Pig and Whistle," 
indicated the recent English, a cabaret to the Universal Ee- 
public, with a red flag, the French, and the Gasthans znm 
Eheinplatz, the Teutonic contribntions to the strength of our 
nation. A policeman, with tlie richest Irish brogue, directed 
me back to the St. Charles. 

In front of a large New York clothing store, twenty-two 
negroes were standing in a row. Each wore a blue suit, 
and a black bat, and each held a bundle of additional 
clothing, and a pair of shoes, in his liands. They were 
all, but one, who was probably a driver having charge of them, 
young men, not over twenty-five, and the majority, I should 
think, between eighteen and twenty-two years of age. Their 
owner was probably in the clothing stiore, settling for the out- 
fit he had purchased for them, and they were waiting to be 
led to the steamboat, which should convey them to his plan- 
tation. They were silent and sober, like a file of soldiers 
standing at ease ; and, perhaps, were gratified by the admi- 
ration their fine manly fignrea and uniform dresa obtained 
from the passers by. 

" Well, now, that ar's the hkeliest lot of niggers I ever see," 
said one, to me. " Some feller's bin roun', and just made his 
pick out o' all the jaila* in Orleena. Must ha' cost bim a heap 
o' rocks. I don't reckon thar'a a nigger in that crowd that 
wouldn't fetch twelve hundred dollars, at a vandue. Twenty 
thousand dollars wouldn' be no banter for 'em. Dam'd if they 
aint jast the best gang o' cotton-hands ever I see. Give me 
haK on 'em, and I'd sign off — wouldn' ask nothing more." 

Louisiana or Texas, thought I, pays Virginia twenty odd 
thousand dollars for tliat lot of bone and muscle. Virginia's 
interest in continuing the business may bo imagined, especially 

a which stocks of slaves are kept for sale in New 
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if, in iheii place, could come free labourers, to help lier people 
at the work she needs to have done ; but where is the advan- 
tage of it to Lonisiana, and especiaUy to Texas ? Yonder is 
a steamboat load of the same material — bone and musele— 
wliich, at the same soi-t of valuation, is wortli two himdred and 
odd thousand dollars ; and off it goes, past Texas, tlirough 
Louisiana— far away yet, up the river, and Wisconsin or Iowa 
will get it, two hundred tliousand doUftrs' worth, to say 
nothing of tho thalers and silver groschen, in those strong 
chests — all for nothing. 

In ten years' time, how many miUs, and bridges, and school- 
houses, and miles of railroad, ■will the Germans have built ? 
And how much cloth and flsh will they want from Massaeha- 
setts, iron from Pennsylvania, and tin from Banca, hemp from 
Russia, tea from China, and coffee from Brazil, fruit from 
Spain, wine from OHo, and oil and gold from the Pacific, silk 
from France, sugar from Louisiana, cotton from Texas, and 
rags from Italy, lead from Illinois, notions from Coimecticut, 
and machines from New Jersey, and intelligence from every- 
where? 

And how much of all these things will the best two hundred 
Virginians that Louisiana can buy, at any price, demand of 
commorce, in ten years ? 

A mechanic, English by birth, who had lived in New 
Orleans for several years, always going up the river in the 
summer, to esciipe the danger of fever in the city, told me 
that he could lay up money much more rapidly than in New 
Tork. The expenses of hving were not necessarily greater 
than in New York. If a man kept house, and provided for 
himself, he could live much cheaper than at boai-ding-houses. 
Many unmarried mechanics, therefore, hved with coloured 
mistresses, who were commonly vile and dishonest. He was 
at a boarding-house, where he paid four dollars a week. In 
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Kew York he had paid three dollars, but the bMud was not aa 
good as in New Orleans. " The reason," said he, " tliat people 
say it costs so much more to live here than in New York is, 
that what they thint treats ia New York, they consider neces- 
saries here. Everj'body hves ireer, and spends their money 
more willingly here." When he first came to New Orleans, a 
New England mechanic came with him. He supposed him to 
have been previously a man of sober habits ; but almost imme- 
diately after he got to New Orleans, he got into bad ways, and 
in a tew months he was so often dmnk, and brought so much 
scandal on their boarding-house, that he was turned oat of it. 
Soon after this, he called on him, and borrowed two dollars. 
He said he could not live in New Orleans, it was too expen- 
sive, and he was going to Texas. This was several years 
before, and he had not heard from him since. And this he 
said was a very common coiu-se with New England boys, who 
had been " too carefully brought up at home," when they came 
to New Orleans. The master mechanics, who bought up 
slaves, and took contracts for work, he said, made more money 
than any others. They did so because they did very poor 
work — poorer than white mechanics could generally be got to 
do. But nearly all work was done in New Orleans more has- 
tily and carelessly than in New York, though he thought it 
was had enough there. The slave-holding bosses coald get no 
white men to work with tiieir slaves, except Irishmen or Ger- 
mans — no man who had any regard for his position among 
his fellow-craftsmen would ever let himself be seen working 
with a negro. He said I could see any day in Canal Street, 
" a most revolting sight" — Irishmen waiting on negro masons. 
He had seen, one morning as he was going to his work, a 
negro carrying some mortar, when another negro hailed him 
with a loud laugh : " Hallo ! you is turned Irishman, is 'on ?" 
White working men were rapidly clis;)kcing the slaves in all 
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sorts of wort, and he hoped and believed it would not be many 
years before evecy negro would be driven out of the town. 
He thought acclimated white men could do more h<ird work 
than negroes, even in the hottest weather, if they were tempe- 
rate, and avoided too stimulating food. That, he said, was 
the general opinion among those of them who stayed over sum- 
mer. Those who drank much whisky and cordials, and kept 
up old habits of eating, just as if they were in England, were 
the ones who complained most of the climate, and who thought 
white men were not made to work in it. He had stayed as lafe 
a.s July, and returned in September, and he never saw the 
day in which he could not do as much work as he did in 
LondoJi. 

A New-Yorker, whom I questioned about this, said : " I 
have worked- thraugh the very hottest weather, steadily, day 
after day, and done more work than any threo niggers in the 
State, and been no worse for it. A man has only to take some 
care of himself." 

Going to Lafayette, on the top of an omnibus, I heard an 
Irishman, somewhat over-stimulated, as Irishmen are apt to 
be, loudly declare himself an abolitionist : a companion endea- 
voured in vain to stop him, or make him recant, and finally 
declared he would not ride any further with him if he cotdd 
not be more discreet. 

The Morehouse (Louisiana) AdvooaU, in an article abusive 
of foreigners, thus describes what, if foreign bom working men 
were not generally so ignorant and easily imposed upon as they 
are, would undoubtedly be {although they certainly have not 
yet generally been) their sentiments with regard to Slavery ; 

" The great mass of foreignors who eome to our Bliores are labonrera, 
ftiid consequently como iu competition with slave labonr. It is t« tbeir 
interest to abolisli Slavery ; and wo know ftill well the disposition 
to promote all tilings which advance ' ' " 

from nations where Slavery ia not 
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te from theii mothera' treaste ; they (all the white race'i entei'taiu 
an iittur abliorrenoe of being put on a level wltli blocka, whether in tlio 
flolil or in tlie workshop. OouM Slavery be abolislieJ, there would be a 
greater demaiid for luboorera, iind the prices of labour must bo greatly 
enliiiiiceil. Theae may be termed the iulemal eTidoncee of the abolitionism 
of foriiiRnerfl. 

"But we may find near home facts to corroborate these 'internal' 
eridences ; It is wuU known that there esists a great antipathy among 
the draymen and rivormen'of New Oilcans (who are almost ffl a man 
foreignera) to the participation of slayes in these branches of indostry." 

It ia obvious that free men have very much gained the field 
ot labour in New Orleans to themselves. The majority of the 
cartmcn, hackney-coaeh mea, porters, railroad hands, public 
waiters, and common iabourere, as well as of skilled mechanics, 
appear fo be white men ; and of the negroes employed in those 
avocations a considerable proportion are free. 

This is the ease here more than in any other t«wn in the 
South, although the climate is torrid, and inconvenient or dan- 
gerous to strangers ; because New Orleans is more extensively 
engaged in commerce than they are, and because there is, hy 
the passing and sojourning immigration from Etirope, con- 
stantly in the city a sufiicieEt number of free labourers to 
sustain, by competition and asaaciation with each other, the 
habits of free-labour communities. It is plainly perceptible 
that the white working men in New Orleans have more busi- 
ness-liiie manners, and more assured self-respect, than those 
of smaller towns. They are even not without some es^irit dt:, 
coiys. 

As Commerce, or any high form of industry requires intel- 
ligence in its labourers, slaves can never be brought together 
in dense communities, but their intelligence will increase to a 
degree dangerous to those who enjoy the benefit of their 
labour. The slave must be kept dependent, day by day, upon 
bis master for bis daily bread, or he will find, and will declare 
his independence, in all respects, of him. This condition dia- 
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qualifies the slave for any bat the simplest and rudest forms of 
labour ; and every attempt to bring his labour into competition 
with free labour can only be successful at the hazard of insur- 
reetioD, Hundreds of slaves in New Orleans must be con- 
stantly reflecting and saying to one another, " I am as capable 
of taking care of myself as this Irish hod-carrier, or this Ger- 
roan market-gardener ; why can't I have the enjoyment of my 
labour as well as they ? I am as capable of taking care of my 
own family as much as they of theirs ; why should I be sub- 
ject to have them taken from me by those other men who call 
themselves our owners ? Our children have as much brains 
as tho children of these white neighbours of ours, who not long 
ago were cooks and waiters at the hotels ; why should they be 
spumed from the school-rooms ? I helped to build the school- 
house, and have not been paid for it. Que thing I know, if I 
can't have my rights, I can have my pleasures ; and if they 
won't give me wages I can take them." 

That this inflnence of association in labour with free-men 
cannot (ail to be appreciated by intelligent obsarvers, wiU be 
evident from the following paragraph from the New Orleans 
Crescent, although it was probably written to show only the 
amusing and pietnresque aspect of the slave community : — 

"GciNEA-MKE. — Passing siitng Baronne Etreet, lietwcen Perdido and 
Poydras efreels, any Sunday aftfimoon, tlie white panaet-by might easily 
mippose himself in Gninea, Oiiffraria, or any other thioldy-peopled region 
in the land of Ham. Wliore ths datkiea nil come from, wljat they do 
there, or where they go to, constitute a problem somewhat beyond onr 
algebra. It seems to be a sort of nigger exchange. We know there arc in 
that vicinity a coloured ohorob, oolonrcd iae-oi'eam snloon, eolonred re- 
staurant, coloured eoffee-lionsefl, and a coloured borbct-sliop, which, we 
liftTe heard say, has a back communiontion with one of tlie groceries, for tha 
bcnoflt of slaves; bnt as tbe police haven't fonnd it out yet, n-e suppose it 
ain't so. However, if tlie ebony dandies wlio attend Sunday evening 'change, 
wonld keep within their various retreats, or leave a path about three feet wide 
oil tbe side-walk, fi>r the free passage of people who nto so unlucky aa to 
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a crowd of 'svoollj-heiub on saob a day as yesterday, their natural niiuki- 
no38 made more Tillanous by tho fumes of wLieky, is too much for 
dolioato olEiutorioa like oura, A fight, lust evtuing, between two wliita 
muH at oue of tho groggeriea, afforded mueh ediflealiou to the darkies 
siniidiiig around, and seemed to confirm Uicm in tiieir opinion, that wiiite 
folks, after all, aia't much." 

Similar complaints to the following, which I teke from tho 
New Orleans Greseent, I have heard, or seen in the joimials, 
at Richmond, Savaimah, Louisville, and most other large 
mannfecturing, or coiomeroial towns of the South. 

"Passes to Neoboeb.— Sometliing muat be done to regulate and pre- 
Bcribe the manner in which piissea shall he given to sImtos. This ia a 
matter that should no longor be shirked or avoided. The Common Council 
should act promptly. The slave population of this city is already demoral- 
ized to a deplorable extent, all owing to the indiscriminate licence and 
indnlgence extended thom by masters, mistresses, and guardians, and to 
tho practice ol forging pcme», which has now become a regular business iu 
New Orleans. The greater portion of tho evil flows from forged posses. 
As things now atund, any negro can obtain a pass for fonr bits or a dollar, 
from miserable wretches who obtain a living by such infamous prantjcea. 
The consequence ia that bmidreds ^>end their nights drinking, carousing, 
gambling, and contracting tlie worst of habits, whicli not only moke tliem 
twelees to {heir tyumers, but dangerous pests to society. We know of many 
negroes, completely rained, morally and physically, by such causes. The 
inlierent vice iu tlie negra character always comes out when unrestratued, 
and there is oo degradation too low for him to descend, 

"Well, for tlie remedy to cure this crying evil. Prosecuting the foi^ers 
is oat of the question ; for where one conviction could be obtained, thou- 
sands of &audiileut passes would be written. Slave evidettee vreigha nothing 
againtl icMteforgeri and samndTeli. Hence the necesdty of adopting some 
other mode of prevention. It has beiin suggested to na. tliat if the Council 
would adopt a form fur pusses, different each montb, to be obtained by 
masters from the Cliief of Police, exclusively, tliat a great deal of good 
wonhl bo at once accomplisheiL We liave no doubt of it. Further, we 
believe that all owners and guardians would cheerfully submit to the 
inconvenience in order tu obtain so desirable an end. We trnst the Com- 
mon Council will pay some little attention to these suggestions." 

How many men, accustomed to the close calculations neces- 
sary to successful enterprises, can listen to these enggestions, 
^Yithout asking tliemsdvea whisthei- a system, that requires fo 
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be suatained by sucli inconTeaient defences, liad not better be 
tbrown up altogether ? 

First and last, I spent some weeks in New Orleans and its 
Ticinity. I doubt if there is a city in the world, wbere the 
resident population has been so divided in its originj or where 
there is such a variety in the tastes, habits, manners, and 
moral codes of the citizens. Although this injures civic enter- 
prise — which the peculiar situation of the city greatly demands 
to be directed to means of cleanliness, convenience, comfort, 
and health — it also gives a greater scope to the working of 
individual entej^rise, taste, genius, and conscience ; so that 
nowhere are the higher qualities of man— as displayed in 
generosity, hospitality, benevolence, and courage— better de- 
veloped, or the lower qualities, likening him to a beast, less 
interfered with, by law or the action of public opinion. 

There is one, among the multitudinous clarifications of 
society in New Orleans, which is a very peculiar and charac- 
teristic result of the prejudices, vices, and customs of the 
various elements of colour, class, and nation, which have been 
there brought together. 

I refer to a class composed of the illegitimate ofifepring of 
white men and coloared women (mulatfoes or quadroons), who, 
from habits of early life, the advantages of education, and the 
use of wealth, are too much superior to the negioes, in gene- 
ral, to associate with them, and are not allowed by law, or the 
popular prejudice, to marry white people. The girls are fre- 
quently sent to Paris to be educated, and are very accom- 
plished. They are generally pretty, often handsome. I have 
rarely, if ever, met more beautiful women than one or two 
whom I saw by chance, in the streets. They are better 
formed, and have a more graceful and elegant caiiiagc than 
Americans in general, while they seem to have commonly in- 
herited or acquired much of the taste and skill, in the selection 
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aBtl arrangement, and the way of weaiing dresses and oma- 
mentSj that is the especial distinction of the women of Paris. 
Their heauty and attractiveness being their fortune, they evd- 
tivate and cherish with dihgence every ciiarm or accomplish- 
ment they are possessed of. 

Of course, men are attracted by them, associate with them, 
are captivated, and become attached to them, and, not being 
able to marry them legally, and with the usual forms and 
securities for constancy, make such ajrangementa " as can be 
agreed upon." When a man mates a declaration of love to a 
girl of this class, she will admit or deny, as the case may be, 
her happiness in receiving it ; but, supposing she is fevourably 
disposed, she will usually refer the apphcant to her motlier. 
The mother inquires, like the "Counter ofKew," into the 
circumstances of the suitor ; ascertains whether he is able to 
maintain a family, and, if satisfied with him, in these and 
other respects, requires from him security that he will 
support her daughter in a style suitable to the habits in 
which she has been bred, and that, if he should ever leave 
her, he will give her a certain sum for her future support, 
and a certain additional sum for each of the children she shall 
then have. 

The wealth, thus secured, will, of course, vary— -as in 
society with higher assumptions of morality — with the value 
of the lady in the market ; that is, with her attractiveness, 
and the number and value of other suitors she may have, 
or may reasonably expect. Of course, I do not mean that 
love has nothing at all to do with it ; but love is sedulously 
restrained, and held firmly in hand, until the road of compe- 
tency is seen to be clear, with less humbug than our English 
custom requires about it. Everything being satisfactorily 
arranged, a tenement in a certain quarter of the town is usu- 
ally taken, and the couple move into it and go to housekeeping 
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— liviag as if they were married. The woman is not, of 
course, to be wholly deprived of the society of others — her 
former aequaintaneea aro continued, and she sustains her 
relations as daughter, sister, and friend. Of course, too, her 
husbancl (she calls him so) will be likely to continue, also, 
more or less in, and form a part of, this kind of society. 
There are parties and balls — hah masques — and all the move- 
ments and customs of other feshionable society, which tliey 
can enjoy in it, if they wish.* The women of this sort are 
represented to be exceedingly affectionate in disposition, and 
constant beyond reproach. 

During all the time a man sustains this relation, he will 
commonly be moving, also, in reputable society on the other 
side of the town ; not improbably, eventually he marries, and 
has a fiimily establishment elsewhere. Before doing this, he 
may separate from his plaeie (so she is termed) . If so, he 
pays her according to agreement, and as much more, perhaps, 
as his affection for her, or his sense of the cruelty of the pro- 
ceeding, may lead him to ; and she has the world before her 
again, in the position of a widow. Many men continue for a 

* "THE GLOBE BALL ROOM, 
Cirmer of St. Cltaide and St. Peter Streets, abreast of the Old Bania, 
" " OPEN THIS EVENING, October 16, when a Society Ball willlbe 
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Ko Mies adiiiitl«d nitlioitt laaeks. 

Gentlemen, fifty cents — Ladies, gratis. 

Doors open at QJ o'clock. Ball to commence at 10 o'clock. 

Ho person admitted with weapons, by order of the Council. 

A eupei^or orcbestra bas been engaged for tbe season. 

Tbe public may be assured of the most strict order, as there will be at all times 
an efficient police in nttendimce. 

Attached to the establishment is a superior Bar, well ptwked with wiuea ;iiid 
liquors ; also, a Restaurant, whei-e may be had all such delicacies as llie market 
afibrds. 

All ladies are reqnestpd to procure free tickets in the Mask Room, as no lady 
ivl!I h ■ ri.'mitteil into the ball-i'oom without one. 

A. WHITLOCK, Manager." 
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long time, to support botJi establishments^part-icularly if 
their legal marriage is one de eonvenance. But manj others 
form 30 strong attachments, that tlie relation ia never discon- 
tinued, but becomes, indeed, that, of marriage, except that it 
is not legalized or solemnized. Th^e men leave then- estate, 
at death, to their children, to whom they may have previously 
given every advantage of education they could command. 
What becomes oftheboys, I am not informed ; the girls, some- 
time, are removed to other countries, where their colour 'does 
not prevent their living reputable lives; biit, of course, 
mainly continue in the same society, and- are tated to a life 
similar to that of their mothers. 

I have described this custom as it was described to me ; I 
need hardly say, in only its best aspects. The crime and 
heart-breaking sorrow that must frequently result from it, must 
be evident to every reflective reader. 

A gentleman, of New England education, gave me the 
following account of his acq\iaintance with the quadroon 
society. On first coming to New Orleans, he was drawn into 
the social circles usually frequented by New Enghtad people, 
and some time afterwards was introduced by a friend to a 
quadroon family, in which there were three pretty and accom- 
plished young women. They were intelligent and well 
informed ; their musical taste was especially well cultivated ; 
they were well read in the literature of the day, and their 
conversation upon it was characterized hy good sense and 
refined discrimination. He never saw any indication of a 
want of purity of character or delicacy of feeling. He was 
much attracted by them, and for some lime visited them very 
frequently. Having then discontinued his intimacy, at length 
one of the girls asked him why he did not come to see them 
as often as he had formerly done. He frankly replied, that he 
had found their society so fascinating, that he had thought it 
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best to restrict himself in the enjoyment of it, lest it should 
become necessary to his happiness ; and out of regard to his 
genei^al plana of life, and tlie feelings of his Mends, he could 
not permit himself to indulge the purpose to be united to one 
of tbem, according to the usual custom with their class. The 
young woman was eyidently much pained, but not at all 
offended, and immediately acknowledged and commended the 
propriety and good sense of his resolution. 

One reason which leads this way of living to be frequently 
adopted by unmarried men, who come to New Orleans to 
carry on business, is, that it is much cheaper than living at 
hotels and boarding-houses. As no young man ordinarily 
dare ihint of marrying, until be has made a fortune to sup- 
port the extravagant style of housekeeping, and gratify the 
expensive tastes of young women, as fashion is now educating 
them, many are obliged to make up their minds nevei- to 
marry. Such a one undertook to show me that it was 
cheaper for him to placer than to live in any oth^ way which 
could be expected of him in New Orleans. He hiced, at a low 
rent, two apartments in the older part of the town ; his placee 
did not, except occasionally, require a servant ; she did the 
marketing, and performed all the ordinary duties of house- 
keeping herself; she took care of his clothes, and in every 
way waa economical and saving in her habits ; it being her 
interest, if her affection for him were not sufilcient, to make 
Lim as much comfort and as little expense as possible, that he 
might be the more stixingly attached to her, and have the 
less occasion to leave her. He concluded by assuring me 
that whatever might be said against it, it certainly was better 
tlian tlie way in wliich m(«t young men lived who depended 
on salaries in New York. 

It is asserted bv Southerners who have hved at the North, 
and Northemci-s who hved at the South, that although the 
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fii«ilities for licentiousnesa are much greater at the South, the 
evil of licentiousneaa is much greater at the North, Not 
because the average standard of " respectable jxsition " re- 
quires a lesa expenditure at the South, for the contrary is the 
case.* But it is aaid licentiousness at the North ia fkr more 
captivating, irresistible, and ruinous than at the South. Its 
very intrigues, cloaks, hazards, and expenses, instead of re- 
pressing the passions of young men, exasperate theci, and 
increase its degrading effect upon their character, producing 
hypocrisy, interfcaing with high ambitions, destroying self- 
respect, causing the worst possible results to then: health, and 
giving them habits which are inimical to future domestic 
contentment and virtue. 

Possibly there is some ground for this assertion with regard 
to young men in towns, though in rural life the advantage of 
the Korth, I believe, is incomparable. 

Mrs. Douglass, a Virginia woman, who vras tried, con- 
victed, and punished, a year or two since, for teaching a 
number of slaves to read, contrary to law, says in a letter 
from her jail— 

" Tbia subject demondfi t1ie atten^on, not only of tlic religious populo- 
tioii, bnt of Biateemen anil law-makers. It Is one great evil lianging over 
tlie Snatbern Slave Stales, destroying domestic happiaess and tlie peace 
of tlionsands. It ia summed up in tlie single •xord~aflialgamali<m. Tljis, 
and tliis only, causea the vnst eiLtent of ignomnoe, degrodaUon, and dime 
that lies like a black cloud over tbe xrhole Soutb, And the practice is 
more general tban eveu tbe Soutb^rncrs ttre trilling to allow. 

"Neitlier is it to be found only in the lower order of tiie white papu]i> 
Hon. It perradeB tbe entire society. Its followers are io be found among 
all ranlis. occupations, and profeteions. Thetrliite mothers and deaghhrs 
of tlie South have suffered nn'ler it for years— liave aeon tlieir dearest 
affecHons trampled upon— Hioir hopes of doiiieatic happinesa destroyed, and 
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their futnro lives embittered, even to agony, hy tlioaa wbo should be all in 
oil to tlicm, as hnaliaudB, sons, and brotliera. I cannot use too strong 
language in reference to tbis aubjett, for I know tliat it will meet with a 
heartfelt response from every Southern woman." 

A negress was hung thia year in Alabama, for the murder 
of her child. At her trial she confessed her guilt. She said 
her owner was the father of the child, and that her mistress 
knew it, and treated it so cruelly in consequence, that she had 
killed it to save it from further suffering, and also to remove a 
provocation to her own ill-treatment. 

A large planter told, as a reason for sending his boys to the 
North to he educated, that there was no possibility of their 
being brought up in decency at home. Another planter told 
me that he was intending to move to a free country on this 
accoimt. He said that the practice was not occasional or 
general, it was univeisal, " There is not," he said, " a likely- 
lookiug black girl in this State that is not the concubine of a 
white man. There is not an old plantation in which the 
grandchildren of the owner are not whipped in the field by hia 
overseer. I cannot bear that the blood of the — - should 
run m the veins of slaves." He was of an old Scotch family. 

Neiu Orleans, Sunday. — Walkiug thia morning through 
a rather mean neighbourhood I was attracted, by a loud 
chorus singing, to the open door of a chapel or small church. 
I found a large congregation of negroes assembled within, and 
the singing being juat then concluded, and a negro preacher 
commencing a sermon, I entered an empty pew near the 
entrance. I had no sooner taken a seat than a negro usher 
came to me, and, in the most polite manner, whispered — 

" Won't you please to let me give you a seat higher up, 
master, long o' tudder white folks ?" 

I followed him to the uppermost seat. £xcing. the pulpit, 
where there were three other white persons. One of them 
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was a woman— oM, very plain, and not as well dressed as 
maEj of the negroes ; another looked lite a ship's ofScer, and 
was probably a member of the police force in undreas — what 
we call a spy, when we detect it in Europe ; both of these 
remained diligently and gravely attentive during the service ; 
the third was a foreign-looking person, very flashily dressed 
and sporting a yellow-headed walking-stick, and mudi cheap 
jewelry. 

The remainder of the congregation consisted entirely of 
coloured persons, many of them, however, with Kght hair and 
hardly any perceptible indications of having African blood. 
On the step of the chancel were a nnmber of children, and 
among these one of the loveliest young girls that I ever saw. 
She was a light malatto, and had an espression of unnatial 
intelligence and vivacity. During the service she freqnently 
smiled, I thought derisively, at the emotions and excitement 
betrayed by the older people about her. She was elegantly 
dressed, and was accompanied by a yoimger sister, who was also 
dressed expensively and in good taste, but who was a shade 
darker, though much removed from the blackness of the true 
negro, and of very good features and pleasant expression. 

The preacher was nearly ' black, with close woolly hair. 
His figure was slight, he seemed to he about thirty years of 
age, and the expression of his fiice indicated a refined and 
delicately sensitive nature. His eye was very fine, bright, 
deep, and clear ; his voice and manner generally quiet and 
impressive. 

Tlie text was, " I have fought the good fight,' I have kept 
the faith ; henceforth there is laid np for me a crown of 
glory ;" and the sermon was an appropriate and generally 
correct explanation of the customs of the Olympian games, and 
a proper and often eloc[uent application of the figure to the 
Christian course of life. Much of the language was highly 
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metaphorical ; the figures long, atrange, and c 
sometimes, however, beautiful. Worda were frequently mis- 
placed, and their meaning evidently misapprehended, while 
the grammar and pronunciation were sometimea such as to 
make the idea intended to be conveyed by the speaker in- 
comprehensible to me. Vulgarisms and alang phrases occa- 
sionally occurred, but evidently without any consciousness 
of impropriety on the part of the speaker or his congre- 
gation. 

As soon as I liad taken my seat, my attention was attracted 
by an old negro near me, whom I supposed for some time to be 
sufiering raider some nervous complaint; he trembled, hia 
teeth chattered, and hia face, at intervals, was convulsed. 
He soon began to respond aloud to the sentiments of the 
preacher, in such words as these : " Oh, yes !" " That's it, 
that's it !" " Yes, yes — glory — yes !" and similar expressions 
could be heard from all parts of the house whenever the 
speaker's voice was unusually solemn, or his language and 
manner eloquent or excited. 

Sometimes the outcries and responses were not confined to 
ejaculations of this kind, but shouts, and groans, terrific 
shrieks, and indescribable expressions of ecstasy — of pleasure 
or agony — and even stamping, jumping, and clapping of 
hands were added. The tumult often resembled that of an 
excited political meeting ; and I was once surprised to find my 
own muscles all stretched, as if ready for a struggle — my fiice 
glowing, and my feet stamping — Laving been infected uncon- 
Bcioualy, as men often are, with instinctive bodily sympathy 
with the excitement of the crowd. So wholly unintelleetual 
was the basis of this excitement, however, that I could not, 
when my mind retroverted to itself, find any connection or 
meaning in the phrases of the apeaker that remained in my 
memory' ; and I have no doubt it was liis " action " rather 
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than hia sentiments, that had given rise to the excitement of 
tlie oongregation. 

I tooii notes aa well as I conld of a single passage of the 
sermon. The preacher having said that among the games of 
the arena, wero " raashn " (wrestling) and hoxing, and de- 
scribed how a combatant, determined to win the prize, wonld 
come boldly up to his adversary and stand square before him, 
looking him straight in the eyes, and while he guarded him- 
self with one hand, would give him a " lict" with the other,- 
continued in these words : " Then vrauld he stop, and turn 
away hia fece, and let the adversary hit bacli? No, my 
brethren, no, no ! he'd follow up his advantage, and give him 
another lick ; and if he fell hack, he'd keep close after Lim, 
and not stop !— and not faint ! — not be content with merely 
driving him back!— but he'd persevere ! (yes, glory!) and 
hit him again ! (that's it, hit him again 1 hit him again ! 
oh, glory ! hi ! hi ! glory !) drive him into the comer ! and 
never, never stop till he had him down ! (glory, glory, glory ! ) 
and he had got his foot on hia neck, and the crown of wild 
ohve leaves was placed upon his head by the lord of the 
gamea, (Ha ! ha ! glory to the Lord ! etc.) It was the 
custom of the Olympian games, my brethren, for the victor to 
be crowned with a crown of wild ohve leaves ; hut sometimes, 
after aU, it wouldn't be awarded right, because the lord of the 
gamea was a poor, frail, erroneoua man, and maybe he couldn't 
see right, or maybe be wasn't an honest man, and would have 
hia favourites among the combatants, and if his favourite was 
beaten, he would not allow it, but would declare that he was 
the victor, and the crown would descend on his head {glory !) 
But there ain't no danger of that with our fight with the 
world, for our Lord is throned in juatice, (Glory ! — oh, yes ! 
yes! — sweet Lord! aweet Lord!) He seeth in secret, and 
he knoweth all things and there's no chance for a mistake. 
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and if we only mil jiiat persevere find conquer, and conquer 
and persevere (yes, sir ! oh, Lord, yes !) and persevere — not 
for a year, or for two year, or ten year ; nor for seventy year, 
perhaps; but if we persevere — (yes! yes!) — if we persevere 
— (oil ! Lord ! help na !) — if we persevere unto the end — 
(oh! oh! glory! glory! glory!) — until he ealls us home! 
(Frantic shouting.) Henceforth there is laid up for ua a 
crown of immortal glory — (Ha! ha! HA!) — not a ciown 
*f wild olive leaves that begin to droop as soon as they touch 
our brOw, (oh I oh ! oh !) but a a-ovm of immortial glory ! 
That fadeth not away ! Never begins to droop ! But is 
immortal in the heavens!" (Tremendous uproar, many of 
the congregation on their feet, and uttering cries and shrieks 
impossible to be expressed in letters.) The shabby gentleman 
by my aide, who had been asleep, suddenly awaiened, dropped 
his stick, and shouted with all hie might, " Glory to the 

The body of the house was filled by the audience ; there 
were gaUeries, but few persons were in them ; on one aide, 
two or three boys, and on the other, on the seat nearest the 
pulpit, about a dozen women. 

The preacher was drawing hia sermon to a close, and offer- 
ing some sensible and pertinent advice, soberly and calmly, 
and the congregation i\'as attentive and comparatively quiet, 
when a small old woman, perfectly black, among those in the 
gallery, suddenly rose, and began dancing and clapping her 
bands ; at first with a slow and measured movement, and then 
with increasing rapidity, at the same time beginning to shout 
"ha! ha!" The women about her arose also, and tried to 
hold her, as there appeared great danger that she would iall 
out of tho gallery, and those below left their pows that she 
might not fell upon them. 

The preacher continued his remarks— much the best part 
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of his sermon— bat it was plain that they were wasted ; every 
one was looking at the dancing woman in the gallery, and 
many were shouting and laughing aloud (in joyful sympathy, 
I suppose). His eye flashed as he glanced anxiously from 
the ■woman to the people, and then stopping in the middle of 
a sentence, a sad smile came over his fece ; he closed the book 
and bowed his head upon his hands to the desk A voice in 
the congregation struck into a tune, ajid the whole congrega- 
tion rose and joined in a roaring song. The woman was still 
shouting ajid dancing, her head thrown hack and rolling from 
ono side to the other. Gradually her shout became indistinct, 
she threw her arms wildly about instead of clapping her 
hands, fell back into the arms of her companions, then threw 
herself forward and embraced those before her, then tossed 
herself from side to side, gasping, and finally simk to the floor, 
where she remained at the end of the song, kicking, as if 
acting a death struggle. 

Another man now rose in the pulpit, and gave out a hymn, 
naming number and page, and holding a book before him, 
though I thought he did not read from it, aad I did not see 
another book in the house. Having recited seven verses, 
and repeated the number and page of the hymn, he closed the 
book and commenced to address the congregation. He was a 
tail, full-blooded negro, very black, and with a disgusting ex- 
pression of sensuality, cunning, and vanity in his countenance, 
and a pompous, patronizing manner — a striking contrast, in 
all respects, to the prepossessing, quiet, and modest young 
preacher who had preceded him. He was dressed in the 
loosest form of the fashionable sack overcoat, which he threw 
off presaitly, showing a white vest, gaudy cravat, and a tight 
cut-away coat, linked together at the breast with jet butfoni. 
He commenced by proposing to further elucidate the meaning 
of the apostl 's words ; they had an important k'jring, he- 
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said, wHch his brother had not bad time to bring oat ade- 
quately before the congregation. At firat he leaned carelessly 
on ihe pulpit cvishion, hraghing ennningly, and spoke ia a 
low, deep, hoarse, indistinct, and confidential tone ; but soon he 
struck a higher key, drawling bis sentences like a street sales- 
man, occasionally breaking out into a yell with ail the strength 
of extraordinarily powerful lungs, at the same tune taking a 
striking attitude and gestiuing in an extraordinary manner. 
This would create a Mgbtful excitement in the people, and be 
responded to with the loudest and most terrific shouts. I can 
compare them to nothing else human I ever heard. Some- 
times he would turn from the audience and assume a personal 
opponent to be standing by his side in the pulpit. Then, 
after battling for a few minutes in an awful and majestic man- 
ner with this man of Belial, whom he addressed constantly ag 
" sir !" he would torn again' to the admiring congregation, 
and in a familiar, gratulatory, and conversational (one explain 
the difficulty into which he had got him, and then agfun sud- 
denly turn back upon him, and in a boxing attitude give an- 
other knock-down reply to his heretical propositions. 

His language wag in a great part aninteUigible to me, but 
tbe congregation seemed to enjoy it highly, and encouraged 
and assisted him in his combat with " Sir " Knight of his 
imagination most tumultuously ; and I soon found that this 
poor gentleman, over whom he rode bis high horse so fiercely, 
■waft one of those "who take uuto themselves the name of 
Baptist," and that the name of his own charger was " Perse- 
verawe-of-lhe-Sai'oh . " 

The only intelligible argument that I could discover, was 
presented under the following circumstances. Having made 
his supposed adversary assert that " if a man would only just 
beHeve, and let him bury bim under de water, he would be 
saved," — be caught up the big pidpit Bible, and using it as a 



Hosted by Google 



LOUISIANA. 315 

catapiilt, pretended to bar) from it the reply — " Except ye 
persevere and fight de good fight unto de end, ye shail be 
danmeil !" " That's it, that's it !" shouted the delighted -au- 
dience. "Yes! you shail be damned! Ah! you've got it 
now, haTe ye! Pooh! — Wha'a de use o' his teliin' xis dat 
ai- ?" he continued, turning to the congregation with a laugh ; 
"wha's de use on't, when we know dat a month arter he's 
buried 'em under de \vater — whar do we find 'em ? Ha ? ah 
ha ! Wiiai ? In de grog-shop ! (ha ! ha ! ha ! ha !) Tea 
we do, don't we ? (Yea! yea!) In de rum-hole ! (Ha! lia! 
ha ! Yes ! yes ! oh Loi-d 1) and we know de spirit of mm and 
de Spirit of God hasn't got no 'finities. (Yah! ha! ha! yes! 
yes 1 dat's it ! dat's it ! oh, my Jesus ! Oh ! oh I glory ! 
.glory !) Sut'niy, sah ! You may launeh out upon de ocean a 
drop of oil way up to Vhgiiiny, and we'll laimeh annudder 
one heah to Lusiana, and when dey meets — no matter how 
far dey Tjeen gone — dey'U unite ! Why, sah ? Beeause dey 'a 
got de 'finities, sah I But do spirit of rum haint got naiy 
sort o' 'finity with de Spirit," etc. 

Tiiree of the congregation threw themselves into hysterica 
during this harangue, though none were so violent as that of 
the woman in the gallery. The man I had noticed first from 
his strange convulsive motions, was shaking as if in a violent 
agiie, and frequently snatched the sleeve of his coat in his 
teeth as if he would rend it. The speaker at length retm-ned 
to the hymn, repeated the numher and page and the first two 
lines. These were sung, and he repeated the next, and so on, 
as io the Scotch Presbyterian service. The congi-egation 
sang ; I think every one joined, even the childi-en, and the 
collective soimd was wonJeifiil The voices of one or two 
women losp above thf rest and one of these soon began to 
intiodate variations which con'iisted mainly of shouts of Oh ! 
oh' at 1 pieiLing hn^hl Min\ ol the siugei-s kept timo 
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Tilth their feet, baianoing tliemselves on eaeli alternately, and 
swinging their bodies accordingly. The reading of the lines 
woald be accompanied also by shouts, as during the previous 
discourse. 

When the preacher had concluded reading the last two 
lines, as the singing again proceeded, he raised his own voice 
ahoye all, turned around, clapped his bands, and commenced 
to dance, and laughed aloud — first with his back, and then with 
his fiice to the audience. 

The singing ceased, but be continued his movements, leap- 
ing, with increasing agility, from one side of the pulpit to the 
other. The people below laughed and shouted, and the two 
other preachers who were shut in the pulpit with the dancer, 
tried hard to keep out of his way, and threw forward their 
arms or shoulders, to fend off his powerful buSets as he sarged 
about between them. Swinging out his arms at random, with 
a blow of his fist he knocked the great Bible spinning off the 
desk, to the great danger of the children below ; then threw 
himself back, jamming the old man, who was trying to restrain 
him, against the wall. 

At the nest heave, he pitched headforemost into the young 
preacher, driving him through the door and faUing with him 
half down the Btairs, and after bouncing about a few moments, 
jerking his arms and legs violently, like a supplejack, in 
every direction, and all the time driving his breath with all 
the noise possible between his set teeth, and trying to foam at 
the month and act an epileptic fit, there he lay as if dead, tlie 
young preacher, with the same sad smile, and something of 
shame on his fiice, sitting on the stair holding his bead on his 
shoulder, and grasping one of his hands, while his feet were 
extended up into the pulpit. 

The thu-d man in the pulpit, a short, aged negro, with a 
smiling face, and a pleasing manner, took the r.iVlc. which 
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was handed np to Lim by one of tbo coiigi-egation, laid it upon 
the desk, and, leaning over it, told the people, in a gentle, 
conversatjonal tone, that the " love feaat " wonld be held at 
four o'clock ; gave some instructions about the tickets of ad- 
mission, and severely reproved those, who were in the habit of 
coming late, and insisted upon being let in after the doors 
were locked. He then announced that the dosology would be 
sung, which accordingly followed, another woman going into 
hysterics at the close. The prostrate man rose, and released 
the young preacher, who pronounced the Ap(«tles' blessing, 
and the congregation slowly passed out, chatting and saluting 
one another pohtely as they went, and bearing not the shght- 
est mark of the previous eseitement, 

I came to Mr, E.'s plantation by a steamboat, late at 
night. As the boat approached the shore, near his house, 
her big bell having been rung some ten minutes previously, 
a negro came out with a lantern to meet her. The boat's 
bow was run boldly against the bank ; I leaped ashore, the 
clerk threw out a newspaper and a package, saying to the 
negro, " That's for your master, and that's for so-and-so, tell 
yoM master, and ask him to give it to him." The boat 
bounded off at once, by her own elasticity, the starboard 
wheel was backed for a turn or two, and the next minute the 
great edifice was driving up the stream agam — not a rope 
having been lifted, nor any other movement having been 
made on board, except by the pilot and engineer. 

" Do you belong to Mr. B. ?" I asked the negro, " Yes, 
sir; is you going to our house, master?" "Yes." "I'll 
show you the way, then, sir;" and ho conducted me in, 
leaving the parcels the clerk liad thrown out, where they had 
fallen, on the bank. 

A negro woman prepared a bed for me, waited at the door 
till I b_ad put out my light, and then returned to tuck in tho 



Hosted by Google 



318 COTTOS AKI 

musquito-bar tightly about the hed, This was merely from 
custom, afi there were no nmsijmtces at that seaeon. In tlie 
morning the same woman awakened me, opened the curtains, 
and asked me to take the money which she had found in the 
poctets of my clothing, while she took it out to be brushed. 

Mr. K. ia a Sontliemer by birth, hut was educated at the 
North, where, also, and in foreign cotmtries, he has spent a 
large pai't' of his life. He is a man of moi'e than usual pre- 
cision of mind, energetic and humane ; and while his negroes 
seemed to be better disciplined than any othera I had seen, 
they evidently regarded him with affection, respect, and 
pride. 

He had been ill for some weeks prenous to my visit, and 
when he walked out with me, on the second day, it was the 
first time since the commencement of his illne^ that hia 
field-hands had seen him. 

The first negroes we met were half a dozen women, who 
were going up to the nursery to suckle their children — the 
oyereeei-'s bell having been just rung (at eleven o'clock), to 
call them in from work for that purpoee. Mr. E. said that 
he allowed them two hom^s to be ^vith their children while 
nursing at noon, and to leave work an hour earher at night 
than the other field-hands. The women all stopped as we 
met them, and asked, with much animation ; 
" Oh, master ! how is on ?" 
"Well, I'm getting up. How are you, girls?" 
" Oh, we'a well, sir." 
" The children all well ?" 
" Tes, master, aU but Sukey's, sir." 
" Sukey's ? What, isn't that wgU yet ?" 
"No, master." 

" But it's getting well, is it not ?" 
" Yes, master." 
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Soon afler we met a boy, driving a cart. He pulled up as 
he came against us, and, taking off his list, asked, " How is 
'ou, master ?" 

" I'm getting well, you see. If I don't get about, and 
looi: after you, I'm afraid we shan't haye much of a erop. I 
don't know what you niggers will do for Christmas money." 

" Ha ! — look heah, roafisa !— you jus' go right straight ou 
de ways you's goin' ; see suthin' make you laugh, ha ! ha ! 
(meaning the work that had been done while he was ill, and 
the good promise of a crop). 

The planiation containied about nine hundred acres of 
tillage land, and a large tract of " swamp," or woodland, was 
attached to it. The tillage land was inclosed all in one iield 
by a strong cypress post and rail fence, and was drained by 
two canals, five feet deep, running about twenty feet apart, 
and paiaUel — the earth from both being thrown together, so 
as to make a high, dry road between them, straight through 
the middle of the plantation. 

Fronting npon the river, and but sis or eight rods from 
the public road, which everywhere runs close along the shore 
inside the levee, was the mansion of tlie proprietor : an old 
Creole hoase, the lower story of brick and the second of 
wood, with a broad gallery, shaded by the extended roof, 
running all around it; the roof steep, and shedding water on 
four sides, with ornaments of tmned wood where lines met, 
and broken by several small dormer windows. The gallery 
was supported by round brick columns, and arches. The 
parlours, library, and sleeping rooms of the white family were 
all on the second iloor. Between the house and the street 
was a yard, planted fomially with orange-trees and other 
evei-greens. A little on one side of the house stood a large 
two-story, square dove-cot, which is a universal appendage -of 
a sugar-planter's house. In tlie rear of the house was an- 
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otter large yarf, in which, irregularly placed, were houses for 
the family servants, a kitchen, stable, carriage-house, emoke- 
house, etc. Behind this rear-yard there was a vegetable 
garden, of an acre or more, in the charge of a negi-o gar- 
dener ; a line of fig-trees were planted along the fence, but 
all the ground inclosed was intended to be cropped with 
vegetables for the family, and for the supply of "the people." 
I was pleased to notice, however, that the negro-gaidener 
had, of his own accord, planted some violets and other 
flowering plants. From a comer of the court a road ran to 
the augai-works and the negro settlement, which wore five or 
sis hundred yards from the hoose. 

The negro houses were exactly lite those I have described 
on the Georgia Eice Plantation, except that they were pro- 
vided with broad galleries in front They were as neat and 
well-made externally as the cottages usually provided by large 
manufacturing companies in New England, to be rented to 
their workmen. The clothing furnished the negroes, and the 
rations of bacon and meal, were the same as on other good 
plantations. Dmiug the grinding season extra nitions of 
flour were served, and hot coft'ee was kept constantly in the 
sugar-house, and the bands on duty were allowed to driiik it 
almost ad libitum. They were also allowed to driiik freely 
of the hot strop, of which they were esti-emely fond. A 
generous allowance of sirop, or molasses, was also given out 
to them, with their other ratioia, every week dming the 
winter and early summer. In extremely hot weather it was 
thought to be unfavourable to health, and was discontinued. 
Eationa of tobacco were also served. At Christmas, a sum of 
money, equal to one dollar for each hogshead of sugar made 
on the plantation, was divided among the negroes. The last 
year this had amounted to over two dollars a head. It was 
usually given to the heads of femilies. If any had been par- 
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ticukrly careless or lazy, it waa remembeced at this Christmas 
dole. Of course, the effect of this arrangeiaent, small as was 
the amount received by each person, was to give the labourers 
a direct interest in the economieal direction of their laboiir ; 
tbe advantage of it was said to be evident, 

Mr. K. had purchased the plantation but tliree years before, 
and had afterwards somewhat inci'eased its area by hnjing 
out several poor people, who had owned small farms adjoin- 
ing. He had greatly extended and improved the drainage, 
and had nearly doubled the force of negroes employed upon 
it, adding to the number that he purchased with the land, 
nearly as many more whom be had inherited, and wbom he 
transferred to it feom an old cotton plantation that he had 
formerly lived upon. 

He had considerably more than doubled the stock of mules 
and oxen ; had built entnely new cabins for al! the negroes, 
and nevi sugar-works and BtaUes. His whole capital, he said, 
when he firet bought the plantation, would not have paid half 
the price of it and of the cost of stocking it as he had done. 
Most men when they buy a plantation, he informed mc, go 
very heavily in debt ; frequently the purchase is made three 
quarters on credit. 

" Buying a plantation," were hK words, "whether a sugar 
or cotton plantation, in this country, is usually essentially a 
gambling operation. The capital invested in a sugar planta- 
tion of the size of mine ought not to be less than > 150,000. 
The purchaser pays down wliat he can, and usually gives 
secnrity for the payment of tbe balance in six annual instal- 
ments, with interest (10 per cent, per annum) from the date 
of the purchase. Success in sugar, as well as cotton planting, 
is dependent on so many circumstances, that it is as much 
trusting to luck as betting on a throw of dice. If his first 
crop proves a Kad ono, ha mut borrow monoy of the ■Te'^rs in 
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New Orleaua to pay his first note ; they will Bell him this on 
the best tenne tliey caii— often at not leas than 25 per cent, 
per annum. If three or four bad crops follow one another, he 
is ruined. But this ia seldom the case, and he lives on, one 
year gainiug a little on his debts, but almost as often enlarg- 
ing them. Three or four years ago there was hardly a 
planter in Louisiana or Mississippi who was not in very em- 
barra^ed circumstances, nearly every one having his crops 
pledged to his creditors long before they were secured. The 
good prices and good crops of the last tew yeara have set them 
all on their legs again ; and this year ali the jewellei-s' shops, 
and stores of rich fumitiu-e and dry goods, in New Orleans, 
wei'e cleared out by the middle of the season, and everybody 
feels strong and cheerful. I have niyseK been particularly 
fortunate ; I have made three good crops in succKsion. Last 
year I made six hundred and fifty hogsheads of sugar, and 
twelve hundred barrels of molasses. The molasses alone 
brought me a sum sufficient to pay all my plantation 
expenses ; and the sugar yields me a clear profit of twenty- 
five per cent, on my whole investment. If I maJte another 
crop this year as good as that, I shall be able to discount my 
outstanding notes, and shall be clear of debt at the end of 
four years, instead of sis, which was aU I had hoped for." 

On another plantation, which I have since visited, which 
had a slave population of over two hundred— counted as one 
hundred field-hands— the sugar works cost ^40,000, and 
seven hundred barrels of sugar wei-e made last year. On this 
plantation there is a steam-pump, which drains the rear of the 
plantation over a levee, when the back-water from the swamp 
would otherwise prevent perfect drainage, 

Mr. E, modestly credited his extraordinary success to 
"luck;" but I was satisfied, upon examining his improve- 
ments, and considering the reasons, which he readily gave for 
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every operation wbicli he showed, or deacribed to me, that 
intelligence, study, and enterprise had soldom better claims to 
reward. Adjoining his plantation there waa another of nearly 
twice the size, on which an equal number of negroes and only 
half the number of cattle were employed ; and the proprietor, 
I waa told, had had rather bad luck : he had, in fact, made but 
little more than half aa much sugar aa Mr. K. I inqmicd of the 
latter if there was any advantage in his soil over that of his 
neighbour's. " I think not," he rephed ; " my beat case was 
made on a piece of land adjoining his, which, before I bought 
it, was thought unfit for cultivation. The great advantage I 
had over him last year, mainly arose from my having secured 
a more complete drainage of all my land," 

The soil of the greater part of the plantation waa a fine, 
dark, sandy loam; some of it, at the greatest distance from 
the river, was lighter in colour, and more clayey ; and ia one 
part, where there waa a very slight depression of the surlaco 
over about fitly acrea, there waa a dark, stiSiah soil. It was 
this to which Mr, R. alluded as having produced his beat 
cane. It had been considered too low, wet, tenacious, and 
mifertile to be worthy of cultivation by the former owner, and 
was covered with bushes and weeds when he took it. The 
improvement had been efFccted entirely by draining and fall- 
ploughing. In fall-ploughing, as a remedy for tenacity of 
soil, this gentleman's experience had given him great feith. 
At various points, on my tour, I found most conflicting 
opinions upon this point, many (among them the President 
of a State Agricultural Society) having invariably observed 
jiemicious effects result from it. 

The sugar-cane is a perennial-rooted plant, and the stalk 
doei not attain its full size, under favourable circumstances, 
in !c3s growing time than twelre months ; and seed does not 
K.-iuallv form upon it until the thirteenth or fourteenth month. 

y 2 
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Tliis faaction (termed arrowing) it only perfonos in a rery 
hot and steadily hot climate, somewhat rarely even in the 
West Indies. The plant is, at all stages, extremely suscep- 
tiUe to cold, a moderate frost not only suapending its growth, 
but disorganizing it so that the chemical ijiiahtiea of its aap 
are changed, and it is rendered valueless for sugar making. 

As frosts of considerable severity are common in all parts of 
Louisiana, during three months of the year, of coui'se the 
sugar-cane is there never permitted to attain its foil growth. 
To so much greater perfection does it arrive in the West 
Indies, that the cane produced on one acre will yield from 
3,000 to 6,000 lbs. of sugar, while in Louisiana 1,000 is con- 
sidered the average obtained. " I could make sugar in the 
climate of Cuba," said a Louisiana planter to ma, "for half 
the price that, under the most favourable circuaiatances, it 
must cost here." In addition to the natdrai uncongeniality 
of the climaf«, the ground on which it grows in Louisiana, 
being lower tlaan the surface of the river, is much of the tima 
made cold by the infiltration of moisture. It is, therefore, 
only by reason of the extreme fertihty of this allavial deposit, 
assisted by a careful method of cultivation, tliat the cane is 
forced to a state of matm:ity which enables it to yield an 
amount of sugar which, with the assistance of a goyemmental 
protection against foreign competition, wiU be remunerative 
to the planter, 

I must confess that there aeems to me room for grave 
donbt if the capital, labour, and especially the human life, 
which have been and which continue to be spent in concerting 
the swamps of Louisiana into sugar plantations, and in 
defending them against the annual assaults of the river, and 
the Sever and the cholera, could not have been better em- 
ployed somewhere else. It ia claimed as a great advantage of 
Slavery, as well as of Protection, that what has been done for 
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this purpose never would have been done without it. If it would 
not, tlie ohvious reason ia, that the wages, or prospect of profit 
would not have been sufficient to induce tree men to undergo 
the inconveniences and the dangei^ incident to the enterprise. 
There is now great wealth in Louisiana; but I question if 
greater wealth would not have been obtained by the eame ex- 
penditure of human labour, and happiness, and life, in very 
many other directions. 

Planting commences immediately after the sugar-manu- 
facturing season is concluded — usually in January. New or 
fallow land is prepared by ploughing the whole surface : on this 
plantation the plough used was made in Kentucky, and was of 
a very good model, ploughing seven to nine inches deep, with a 
single pair of mules. The ground being then harrowed, drills 
are opened with a double mould-board plough, seven feet apart. 
Cuttingsof cane for seed are t« be planted in them. These are 
reserved from the crop in the autumn, when some of the best 
cane on the plantation is selected for this purpose, while still 
standing.* This is cut off at the roots, and laid up in heaps 
or stacks, in such a manner that the leaves and tops protect 
tlie stalks from frost. The heaps are called mattresses ; they 
are two or three feet high, and as many yards across. At the 
planting season they are opened, and the cane comes out moist 
and green, and sweet, vfith the buds or eyes, which protrude 
at the joints, swelling. The immature top parts of the stalk 
are cut off, and they arc loaded into carts, and carried to the 
ground prepared for planting. The carts used are large, with 
high side-boards, and are drawn by three mules — one large 
one being in the shafts, and two lighter ones abreast, before 

* It if onl; on the best plsuitstions tJuit the seed-ouie is eelect^d nith this care. 
On nnnther ptanCstion that I visited during the planting season 1 notiwil Ihiit tlie 
Leiit pnrt of tlie stalk hod been cut oif for E:i'indiTig, aod only tlie ii?s9 valuabie part 
B'lved fci aeeii ; aad this, I appreheod, ia the gejieral practice. The best outfings 
probuLly piodnce the must Tignrous plaots. 
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her. The drivers are boya, who use the whip a great deal, 
and drive rapidly. 

In the field I found the labourers working in three divisions 
— the first, consisting of Hght hands, brought the cane by 
arms-full from the eart, and laid it by the side of the fur- 
rows ; the second planted it, and the third covei^ed it. Plant- 
ing ig done by laying the cuttings at the bottom of the furrow, 
in such a way that there shall be three always together, with 
the eyes of each a Httle removed from those of the others — 
that is, all " breaking joints." They are thinly covered 
with earth, drawn over them with hoes. The other tools 
were so well selected on this plantation, that I expressed 
surprise at the clumsiaess of the hoes, particularly as the 
soil was Ught, and entirely free from stones, " Such hoes 
as you use at the North would not kst a negro a day," said 
t.he planter. 

Cane will grow for several years from the roots of the old 
plants, and, when it is allowed to do so, a very considerable 
part of the expense is avoided ; but the vigour of the plant is 
less when growing from this source than when starting from 
cuttings, and the crop, when thus obtained, is annually less and 
less productive, until, after a number of years, depending upon 
the rigour of the seasons, fresh shoots cease to spring fix>m the 
stubble. This sprouting of cane from the stools of the last 
crop is termed "ratooning," In the West India plantations 
the cane is frequently aUowed to ratoon for eight successive 
crops. In Louisiana it is usual to plant once in three years, 
trusting to the ratooning for two crops only, and this was the 
practice on Mr. E.'s plantetion. The cost of sugar gi-owin'g 
would be very greatly increased if the crop needed planting 
every year ; for all the cane grown upon an acre will not furnish 
seed for more than fonr acres — consequently one-twelfth of 
tlie whole of each crop has to be reserved for the planting of 
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the following crop, even wlien two-tliirda of tHs is to be of 
ratoon cane. 

Planting is finished in a favourable season— early in March. 
Tillage is commenced immediately afterwards, by ploughing 
from the rows of young cane, and subsequently continued very 
mnch after the usual plans of tillage for potatoes, when planted 
in drills, with ua. By or before the first of July, the crop is all 
well earthed up, the rows of cane growing from the crest of a 
roimded bed, seven feet wide, with deep water-furrows be- 
tween each. The eano is at this time five or six feet high ; 
and that growing from each bed forms arches with that of the 
next, so as to completely shade the ground. The furrows be- 
tween the beds are carefnlly cleaned out ; so that in the most 
drenching torrents of rain, the water is rapidly carried off into 
the drains, and thence to the swamp ; and the crop then re- 
qiiires no further labour upon it until frost is apprehended, or 
the season for grinding arrives. 

The neai'ly three months' interval, commencing at the 
intensest heat of summer, corresponds in the allotment of 
labour to the period of winter in Northern agriculture, 
because the winter itself, on the sugar-plantations, is the 
planting-eeason. The negroes are employed in cutting and 
carting wood for boiling the cane-juice, in mating necessary 
repairs or additions to the sugar-house, and othenvise pre- 
paring for the grinding-season. 

The grinding-season is the harvest of the sugar-planter ; it 
commences in October, and continues for two or three months, 
during which time, the greatest possible activity and the 
utmost labour of which the hands are capable, are required to 
secure the product of the previous labour of the year, Mr. E, 
assured me that during the last grinding-season nearly every 
man, woman, and child on his plantation, including the over- 
seer and himself, were on duty fully eighteen hours a day. 
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From tlie moment grinding first commences, until the end of 
the season, it is never discontinued : the lires under the boiler 
never go out, and- tlie negroes only rest for sis hours in the 
twenty-four, by relays— three-quarters of them being con- 
stantly at work, 

Notwithstanding the severity of the labour required of 
them at this time, Mr. E. said that his negroes were as glad 
aa he was himself to have the time for grinding arrive, and they 
worked with greater cheerfulness than at any other season. 
How can those persons who are always so ready to maintain 
that the slaves work leas than free labourers in free countri^, 
and that for that reason they are to be envied by them, 
account for this ? That at Mr. K.'s plantation it was the case 
that tlie slaves enjoyed most that season of the year when 
the hardest labour was required of them, I have, in addition 
to Mr. E.'s own evidence, good reason to hcheve, which I 
shall presently report. And the reason of it evidently is, that 
they are then better paid ; they have better and more varied 
food and stimulants than usual, but especially they have a 
degree of freedom, and of social pleasure, and a variety of 
occupation which brings a recreation of the mind, and to a cer- 
tain degree gives them strength for, and pleasure in, their 
laboor. Men of sense have discovered that when they desire 
to get extraordinary exertions &om their slaves, it is better to 
offer them rewards tlian to whip them ; to encourage them, 
rather than to drive them. 

If the season has been favotirable, so that the cane is 
strong, and well matured, it wiU endm:e a smart early frost 
without injury, particularly if the ground is well drained ; 
hut aa rapidly as possible, after the season has arrived at 
which frosts are to he expected, the whole crop is cut, and 
put in mattresses, from which it ia taken to tlie grinding-miH 
as fast as it can he made to use it. 
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The bualneag of manu^turing sugar is everywhere canied 
on in connection with the planting of the cane. The short- 
ness of the season during which the cane can be used is the 
reason assigned for this : the proprietors would not be willing 
to trust to custom-milla to manufacture their proiuce with 
the necessary rapidity. If cane should be cultivated in con- 
nection with other crops — that is, on small farms, instead of 
great "sugar only" plantations— neighbourhood custom- 
mills would probably be employed. The profit of a sugar- 
plantatioii is now large, much in proportion to its size (if it 
ba proportionately stocked) ; because only a very large 
supply of cane will warrant the proprietor in providing the 
most economical manufacturing apparatus. In 1849 there 
were 1,474 sugar estates in Louisiana, producing 236,547 
hhds. of sugar ; but it is thought that half of this quantity 
was produced on less than 200 estates— that is, that one- 
eighth of the plantations produced one-half the sugar. The 
.sugar-works on some of the large estates cost oyer ^100,000, 
and many of them manufecture over 1,000,000 lbs. per 
annum. The profits of these, under our present tariff, in a 
favourable season, are immense. 

The apparatus used upon the better class of plantations is 
very admirable, and improvements are yearly being made, 
which indicate high scientific acquirements, and much me- 
chanical ingenuity on the part of the inventors. The whole 
process of sugar manufacturing, although chemical analysis 
proves that a large amount of saccharine is still vpasted, has 
been witliin a few years greatly improved, principally by 
reason of the experiments and discoveries of the French 
chemists, whose labours have been directed by the purpose to 
loisen the cost of beet-sugar. Apparatus for various processes 
m the manufacture, which they have invented or recom- 
mended, has been improved, and brought into practical 



Hosted by Google 



330 cott:in and siavery. 

operation on a large scale on some of the Louisiana planta- 
tions, the ownei-s of which are among the most intelligent, 
enterprising, and wealthy men of business in the Unitod 
States. Forty-three plantations in the State are now fur- 
nished with apparatus constructed in ancordahce with the best 
scientific knowledge on the subject ; and 914 are driven by 
steam-engines — leaving hat 560 to be worked by horse- 
power. Mr. E.'s sngar-house, for making brown sugar, was 
iSirnished with the best kind of apparatus, at a cost of 
1^20,000. Preparations were making for the addition of 
works for the manufacture of white loaf sugar, which would 
cost ^20,000 more. I have visited one plantation on which 
the sugar-works are said to have cost over ,?1 00,000. 

At one comer of Mr, R.'a plantation, there waa a hamlet 
consisting of about a dozen small houses or huts, built of 
wood or clay, in the old French peasant style. The residents 
owned small &rma, on which they raised a httle com and 
rice ; hut Mr. E. described them as laj;y vagahonda, doing 
but little work, and spending much time in shooting, fishing, 
and play. He wanted much to buy all their land, and get 
them to move away. He had already bought out some of 
them, and had made arrangements by which he hoped soon 
to get liold of the land of some of the rest. He was violling 
to pay two or three times as much as the property was actually 
worth, to got them to move off. Ae fast as he got possession, 
he destroyed their houses and gardens, removed their fences 
and trees, and brought all their land into his cane-plantation. 

Some of tliem were mechanics. One was a very good 
mason, and he employed him in building his sugar-works and 
refinery ; but he would be glad to get rid of them all, and 
depend entirely on slave mechanics — of these he had several 
already, and he could buy more when he needed them. 
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Why 3id lie so dislite to have these poor people living 
near him, I asked ? Because, he straightway answered, they 
demoralized hia negroes. Seeing them living in apparent 
comfort, without much property and without steady lahonr, 
the slaves could not help thinking that it was unnecessary for 
men to work so hard as they themselves were obliged to, and 
that if they were free they would not work. Besides, the 
intercourse of th^e people with the negroes was not favonrable 
to good disciphne. They would get tlie negroea to do them 
little services, and would pay with lusuiiea which he did not 
wish his slaves to have. It was better that they never saw 
anybody off their own plantation; they should, if possible, 
have no intercourse with any other white men than their 
owner or overseer ; especially, it was desirable that they 
should not see white men who did not command their respect, 
and whom they did not always feel to he supeiior to them- 
sdves, and able to command them. 

The nuisance of petty traders dealing with the negro^, 
and encouragiag them to pilfer, which I found everywhere a 
great annoyance to planters, seems to be greater on the hanks 
of the Mississippi than elsewhere. Tho traders generally 
come on boats, which they moor at m^ht on the shore, 
adjoining the negro-quarters, and floit ii^ay ^^benever they 
Lave obtained any booty, with veiy '(mall chince of detection. 
One day, during my visit at Mr. 11 s, a neighbour called to 
apprise him that one of these tradmg boits w as m the vicinity, 
that he might take precautions to prevent his negroes dealing 
with it. " The law," he observed, with much feeling, " is 
entirely inadequate to protect us against tliese rascals ; it 
rather protects them than us. They easily evade detection 
in breaking it ; and we can never get them punished, except 
we go beyond or against the law 0UK5clves." To show mo 
how vexatious the evil was, he mentioned that a large brisa 
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cock and some pipe bad been lately stolen from his sugar- 
works, and tliat he had ascertained that one of his negroos 
had taken it and sold it on board one of these boats for 
seventy-five cents, and had immediately spent tho money, 
chiefly for whisky, on ihe same boat. It had cost him tliirty 
dollars to replace it. Mr. E. said tliat he had lately caught 
one of his own negroes going towards one of tlie " cliicken 
thieves" (so the traders' boats are locally called) with a piece 
of machinery, nnserewed from his sugar-works, which bad 
coat him eighty dollars, but which wonld, very likely, have 
been sold for a drink. If the negro bad succeeded in reaching 
the boat, as he would, if a wat«b had not been kept, he could 
n ha recovered it. There would have been no witnesses 
t th 1 the stolen goods would have been hid on hoard 
until tb h at reached Now Orluara ; or, if an officer came to 
s ar 1 th boat, tbey would have been dropped into the river, 
bef b g >t on board. 

Thi n D-hbouT of Mr, E.'s had been educated in France. 
Conversing on the inconveniences of Slavery, he acknow- 
ledged that it was not only an uneconomical system, hut a 
morally wrong one; "but," he said, "it was not institnted 
by us — we are not responsible for it. It is unfortunately 
fixed upon us ; we could not do away with it if we wished ; 
our duty is only to make the best of a bad thing ; to lessen 
its evils as much as we can, so fei aa we have to do with it 
individually." 

Mr, E, himseK aJao acknowledged Slavery to be a very 
great evil, morally and economically. It was a curse upon 
the South ; he bad no doubt at all about it : nothing would 
be more desirable than its removal, if it were po^ible to be 
accomplished. But he did not think it could be abolished 
without instituting greater evils tlian those sought to be 
remedied. Its influence on the character of the whites was 
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what was most deploralile. He was sony to tliink that his 
chOdren would ha,ve to be subject to it. He thought that 
eventually, if he were able to afford it, ho fihonld free his 
slaves and send them to Aihca. 

When I left Mr. E.'s, I was driven about twenty miles in 
a buggy, by one of his hou?e servants. He was inclined to 
be talkative and communicative ; and as he expressed great 
affection and respect for his owner, I felt at liberty to question 
him on some points upon which I had always previously 
avoided conversing with slaves. He spoke rapidly, gairu- 
lonsly ; and it was only necessary for me to give a direction 
to his thoughts, by my inqniries. I was careful to avoid 
leading questions, and not to show such an interest as would 
lead him to reply guardedly. I charged my memory as 
much as possible with his very words, when this was of con- 
sequence, and made the following record of the eonversation 
within half an hour after I left him. 

He first said that he supposed that I Would see that he 
was not a " Creole nigger ;" he came from Virginia, He 
reckoned the Virginia negroes were better looking than those 
who wore raised horo ; there were no black people anywhere 
in the world who were ao " well made " as those who were 
bom in Virginia. He asked if I Hved in New Orleana ; and 
where ? I told him that I lived at the North. He asked : 

" Da's a great many brack folks dah, massa ?" 

" No ; very few." 

" Da's a great many in Virginny ; more'n da is heah ?" 

" But I came from beyond Virginia — from New York." 

He had heard there were a great many black folk in New 
York. I said there were a good many in the city ; but few 
in the country. Did I hve in the country ? What people 
did I have for servants ? Thought, if I hired all my labour, 
it must be very dear. He inquired further about i 
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tliere. I told him they were all free, and descrited their 
general condition ; told him what led them to congregate in 
cities, and wliat the effect was. He said the negroes, botli 
slave and free, who lived in New Orleans, were better off than 
those who lived in the country. Why ? Because they make 
more money, and it ia " gayer " there, and there is more 
" society." He then drew a contrast between Virginia, as he 
recollected it, and Louisiana. There is but one road in this 
country. In Virginia, there are roads running in every direc- 
tion, and often crossing each other. Tou could see so much 
more " society," and there was so much more " variety " than 
here. He would not like now to go back to Virginia to live, 
because he had got used to this country, and had all his ac- 
qnaantances here, and knev^ the ways of the people. He 
could speak French. He would like to go to New Orleans, 
though ; would ratlier live in New Orleans than any other 
place in the world. 

After a silence of some minutes, he said, abruptly — 
" If I was free, I would go to Virginia, and see my old 
mtidder." He had left her when he was thirteen years old. 
He reckoned he was now thirty-three. " I don't well know, 
dough, exactly, how old I is ; hut, I rec'lect, de day I was 
taken away, my oie mudder slie tell me I was tirteen year 
old." He did not like to come away at all ; he " felt dread- 
ful bad ;" hut, now he was used to it, he liked living here. 
He came across the Blue Eidge, and he recollected that, when 
he first saw it, he thought it was a dark piece of sky, and ha 
wondered what it would be like when they came close to it. 
He was brought, with a great many other negroes, in wag- 
gons, to Louisville ; and then they were put on board a steam- 
boat, and brought down here. He was sold, and put on this 
plantation, and had been on it ever since. He had been twice 
sold, along with it. Folks didn't very often seJl their ser- 
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Taata away here, as they did in Yirgiiiia. They were selling 
their seivants m Air^ima all the time; but, here, they did 
not very oiten sell them ex ept they run away. When & 
man would run away and thev could not do anything with 
him, they alA\ftjd sold him off The people were almost all 
French. A\ eie there any French in New York ?" he asked, 
I told him there were , hut not aa many as in Louisiana. " I 
a'pose dah is more of French people in Lusiana, dan dah is 
aaywhar else in all de world — a'nt dah, massa ?" 

" Except in France," 

" Wa's dat, sar ?" 

" France is the country where all the Frenchmen came 
from, in the first place." 

" Wa's dat France, massa ?" 

" France is a country across the ocean, tlie big water, be- 
yond Virginia, where all the Frenchmen first came from ; 
just Bs the black people aU came first from Africa, you know," 

" IVe heered, massa, dat dey sell one anoder dah, in de 
tua place. Does yon know, sar, was dat so ?" This was said 
very gravely. 

I explained the savage custom of making slaves of prisoners 
of war, and described the constant wars of the native Africaiis, 
I told him that they were better off here than they would he 
to be the slaves of cniel savages, in Africa. He turned, and 
looking me anxiously in the face, like a child, asked : 

" is de brack folks better off to be here, massa ?" 

I answered that I thought so ; and described the heathenish 
barbarism of tlie people of Africa. I made exception of 
Liberia, knowing that his master thought of some time send- 
ing him there, and described it as a place that was settled by 
negroes who went back there from this country. He said he 
had heard of it, and that they had sent a great many free 
negroes from New Orl'^ans tiierc. 
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After a moment's pause, lie inq^uired — very gi'avely, again : 

" Wht/ is it, massa, when de brack people is free, doy 
wants to send 'em away out of dis country ?" 

The question took me aback. After bungling a little — for 
I did not like to tell him the white people were afraid to have 
them stay here — I said that it was thought to be a better 
place for them there. He replied, he should think, that, when 
they had got uaed to this country, it wss much better that they 
should be allowed to stay here. He would not like to go out 
of this country. He wouldn't like even to go to Virginia now, 
though Virginia was such a pleasant country ; he had been 
here so long, seemed hke this was the best place for him to 
live. To avoid discussion of the point, I asked what he would 
do, if he were free ? 

" If I was free, massa ; */ 1 was free (with great anima- 
tion), I would well, sar, de fus thing I would do, if I was 

fr-ee, I would go to work for a year, and get some money for 
myself, — den — den — den, masaa, dis is what I do— I buy me, 
fus place, a little house, and little lot knd, and den — no; 
don — den — I would go to oM Virginny, and see my old mud- 
der. Tes, sar, I would like to do dat fus thing ; den, when I 
com back, de fu3 thing I'd do, I'd get me a vtIq ; den, I'd 
take her to my house, and I would live with her dar ; and I 
would raise things in my garden, and take 'em to New Orleans, 
and sell 'em dar, in de market. Dat's de way I would Uve, if 
I was free." 

He said, in answer to further inquiries, that there wero 
many free negroea all about this region. Some were very 
rich. He pointed out to me three plantations, within twenty 
miles, owned by coloured nten. These bought black folks, be 
said, and had servants of their own. They were very bad 
masters, very hard and cruel— hadn't any feeling. " You 
might think master, dat dey would be good to dar ov,ti nation ; 
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bnt Aey ie not. I will tel! yoa de truth, masaa ; I know I'se 
got to answer ; and it's a fact, dey is very bad masters, sar. 
I'd rntlier be a serrant to any man ia de world, dan to a brack 
man. If I was sold to a brack man, I'd drown myself. I 
would dat— I'd drown myself! dough I shouldn't like to do 
dat nudder ; but I wouldn't be sold to a coloured master for 

If he had got to be sold, he would like best to have an 
American master buy him. The French people did not clothe 
their servants well ; though now they did much better than 
when be first camo to Louisiana. The French masters were 
very severe, and " dey whip dar niggers most to deff — dey 
whip de flesh off of 'em." 

N'or did they feed them as well as the Americans, " Why, 
sometimes, massa, dey only gives 'em dry com— don't give 
out no meat at all." I told him this coidd not be so, for tbe 
law required that every master should sei-vo out meat to his 
negroes. " Oh, but some on 'em don't mind Law, if he does 
say so, massa. Law never here ; don't know anything about 
him. Very often, dey only gives 'em dry com — I knows dat ; 
I sees de niggers. Didn't you see de niggers on onr planta- 
tion, sar ? Well, you nebber see such a good-looking lot of 
niggers as ours on any of de French plantations, did you, 
masaa ? Wby, dey all looks fat, and dey's all got good clothes, 
and dey look as if dey all bad plenty to eat, and hadn't got 
no work to do, ha ! ha ! ha ! Don't dey ? But dey does work, 
dough. Dey does a heap o' work. But dey don't work so 
hard as dey does on some oh de French plantations. Oh, dey 
docs work too hard on dem, sometimes." 

" Tou work hard in the grinding season, don't yoa ?" 

" 0, yes ; den wo works bard ; we has to work hard den : 
harder dan any oder time of year. But, I tell 'ou, masaa, I 
likes to hab do grinding season come ; yes, I does — rader 
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dan any oder time of year, dough we work so hard den. I 
wish it was griuding season all de yeaxroua' — only Sundays," 

"Why?" 
• " Because — oh, because it's merry and lively. All de brack 
people like it when we begin to grind," 

" You haye to keep grinding Sundays ?" 

" Yes, cjm't stop, when we begin to griud, till we get tm," 

" You don't often work Sundays, except thai ?" 

" No, massa ! nebber works Sundays, except when der 
crap 'a weedy, and we want to get tra 'fore rain comes; den, 
wen we work a Sunday, masaa gives us some oder day for 
holiday — Monday, if we get tru," 

He said that, on the French plantations, they oftener work 
Sundays than on the American, They used to work almost 
always on Sundays, on tlie French plantations, when he was 
first brought to Louisiana ; but they did not so much now. 

AVe were passing a hamlet of cottages, occupied by Acadians, 
or what the planters call habitans, poorwhite French Creoles. 
Tlie negixjes had always been represented to me to despise tlie 
habitans, and to look upon them as their own inferiors ; but 
WilHam spoke of them respectfully ; and, when I tempted 
him to sneer at their indolence and vagabond habite, refined 
to do so, hut insisted very strenuously tliat they were "very 
good people," orderly and industrious. He assured me tiiat 
I was mistaken in supposing that the Creoles, who did not 
own slaves, did not live comfortably, or that they did not work 
as hard as they ought for their living. There were no better 
sort of people than they were, he thought. 

He again recurred to the fortunate condition of the negroes 
on his master's plantation. He thought it was the best plan- 
tation in the State, and he did not believe there was a bett«r 
lot of negroes in the State ; some few of them, whom hi? 
mazier had brought from his former plantation, were old ; but 



Hosted by Google 



LOUISIANA. CdV 

altogether, they were "aa right good a lot of niggers" as 
could be found anywhere. They could do all the work that 
waa necessary to be done on the plantation. On some old 
plantations they had not nearly as many negroes aa they 
needed to make the crop, and they " drove 'em awful hard ;" 
but it wasn't so on his master's : they could do all the work, 
and do it well, and it was the best worked plantation, and 
made the most sugar to the hand of any pUntation he knew 
of All the niggers had enough to eat, and were well 
clothed ; their quarters were good, and they got a good many 
presents. He was going on enthusiastically, when I asked : 

" Well, now, wouldn't you rather live on such a plantation 
than to be free, William ?" 

" Oh ! no, air, I'd rather be free ! Oh, yes, sir, I'd like it 
better to be free ; I would dat, master," 

" Why would yon ?" 

"Why, you see, master, if I was free — if I was/ree, I'd 
have all my time to myself. I'd rather work for myself. 
Yes. I'd like dat oetter." 

" But then, you know, you'd have to take care of yourseK, 
and you'd get poor." 

" No, sir, I would not get poor, I would get rich ; for yon 
Bee, master, then I'd work all tlie time for myseK." 

" Suppose all the black people on your plantation, or all the 
black people in the country were made free at once, what do 
you think would become of them ? — what would they do, do 
you think ? Tou don't suppose thei-o would be much sugar 
raised, do you ?" 

"Why, yea, master, I do. Why not, sir? What would 
de brack people do? Wouldn't dey hah to work for dar 
hbben ? and de wite people own all de land — war dey goin' to 
work? Dey hire demself right out again, and work all dfi 
same aa before. And den, wen dey \,'ork for demaelf, dey 



Hosted by Google 



«'40 COTTON AND SLAVERY, 

work harder dan dey do now to get laore wages— a heap 
hardur. I tmk so, ah:, I would do so, sir. I would work 
for hire, I don't own any land ; I hab to work right away 
again for massa, to get some money," 

Perceiving from the readiness of these answers that the sub- 
ject had been a familiar one with him, I immediately asked : 
" The black people talk among themselves about this, do they ; 
and they tliick eo generally ?" 

" Oh ! yes, sir ; dey talk so ; dat's wat dey tink." 
" Then they talk about being free a good deal, do they ?" 
" Yes, sir, Dey — dat is, dey aay dey wish it was so ; dat's 
all dey talk, master — dat's all, sir.'" 

His caution was evidently excited, and I inquired no 
farther. We were passing a large old plantation, the cabins 
of the negroes upon which were wretehed hovels — small, 
without windows, and dilapidated. A large gang of negroes 
were at work by the road-side, planting cane. Two white 
men were sitting on horseback, looking at them, and a negro- 
driver was walking among them, with a whip in his hand. 

William said that this was an old Creole plantation, and the 
negroes on it were worked very hard. There was three times 
as much land in it as in his master's, and only about the same 
number of negroes to work it, I observed, however, that a 
good deal of land had been left uncultivated the previous year. 
The slaves appeared to be working hard ; they were shabbily 
clothed, and had a cowed expression, looking on the ground, 
not even glancing at us, as we passed, and were perfectly 
eileut, 

" Dem's all Creole niggers," said William : " ain't no Vir- 
ginny niggers dah. I reckon you didn't see no such looking 
niggers as dem on our plantation, did you, master ?" 

After answering some inquiries about the levee, close inside 
of which the road contiiiually ran, be asked me about the 
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State." 
" "What ?" 

" I s'pose, master, dat dis heah State is five thousand five 
hundred feet lower down daoi any odder, ain't it, sir ?" 
" I don't understand yon." 

' ' I say dis heah is de lowest ob de Stat^, master. I s'pose 
it's jive thousand five hundred feet lower dan any odder ; 
lower dotcn, ain't it, master ?" 
"Tes, it's very low." 

This is a good illustration of the child-like quality common 
in the negroes, and which in hrm was particularly noticeable, 
notwithstanding the shrewdness of some of his observations. 
Such an apparent mingling of simplicity and cunning, in- 
genuousnras and slyness, detracted much from the weight of 
his opinions and purposes in regard to freedom. I could not 
but have a strong doubt if he would keep to his word, if the 
oppnitunity were allowed him to try his ability to take care 
of himself. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

FEOM lOrasiANA THEOUGH TEXAS. 

The largest part of the cotton crop of the United States is 
now produced in the Mississippi valley, including the lands 
contiguous to its great Southern tributary streams, the Eed 
Eiver and others. The proportion of the whole crop which is 
produced in this region is constantly and very rapidly increa- 
sing. This increase is chiefly gained hy the forming of new 
plantations and the transfer of slave-labour westward. ITie 
common planter of this region lives very difierently to those 
whose plantations I have hitherto described . What a very 
different person he is, and what a very different thing his 
plantation is from the class usually visited by travellers in the 
feouth, I learned by an extended experience. I presume 
mj ^elf to have been ordinarily well-informed when I started 
from home, but up to this point in my first jomiiey had no 
collect idea of the condition and character of the eoinmon cot- 
ton-planters I use the word common in reference to the whole 
region there are some small districts in which the common 
planter is a rich man — really rich. But over the whole dis- 
trict there are comparatively few of these, and in this chapter 
1 wish to show what the many are — as I found them. I 
shall draw for this purpose upon a record of experience extend- 
ing through nearly twelve months, but obtained in different 
joiu-neys and in two different years. 

My first observation of the common cotton-planters was 
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had on the steamhoat, between Montgomery and Mobile, and 
has already been described. My second experience among 
them was on a steamboat bound up Kod Eiver. 

On a certain Saturday morning, when I had determined 
upon the trip, I found that two boats, the Swamp Fox and 
the St. Chaides, were adyertiaed to leave the same evening, 
for the Red Hiver. I went to the levee, and, finding the 
Saint Charles to be tlie better of the two, I asked her clerk 
if I could engage a atato-room. There was just one state- 
room berth left unengaged ; I waa requested to place my 
name against its number on the paasenger-boofe ; and did so, 
understonding tliat it was thus secured for me. 

Having taken leave of my friends, I had my luggage 
brought down, and went on board at lialf-past three — the 
boat being advertised to sail at four. Four o'clock passed, 
and freight was still being taken on — a fire had been made in 
the furnace, and the boat's big bell was rung. I noticed that 
the Swamp Fox waa also firing up, and that her bell rang 
whenever ours did — though she waa not advertised to sail till 
five. At length, when five o'clock came, the clerk told me 
he thought, perhaps, they would not be able to get ofP at all 
that night — there waa so much freight still to come on board. 
Six o'clock arrived, and he felt certain that, if they did get off 
that night, it woidd not be till very late. At half-past six, 
he said the captain had not come on hoard yet, and he waa 
quite sure they would not ho able to get off that night. 
I prepared to return to the hotel, and asked if thoy ■would 
leave in the morning. He thought not. He was confident 
they would not. Ho was positive they could not leave now, 
before Monday — Monday noon. Monday at twelve o'clock — 
I might rely upon it. 

Monday morning, Ths Picayune stated, editorially, that 
the fioatiug palace, the St. Charles, would Iciive for Shreve- 
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port, at five o'clock, and if anybody wimt6d to make a quick 
and luxurious trip up Eed Eiver, with a jolly good soul. Cap- 
tain Lickup was in command. It also stated, in another 
paragraph, that, if any of its fi-iende had any business up Eed 
Kiver, Captain Pitchup was a whole-souled veteran in that 
trade, and was going up with that remarkably low draft- 
favourite, the Swamp Fox, to leave at four o'clock that 
evening. Both boats wei'e also announced, in the advertising 
eohimns, to leave at four o'clock. 

As the clerk had said noon, however, I thought there might 
have been a misprint in the newspaper announcements, and 
so went on board the St. Charles again before twelve. The 
clerk informed me that the newspaper was right — they had 
finally concluded not to sail till four o'clock. Before four, I 
returned again, and the boat again fired up, and rang her 
bell. So did the Swamp Pox. Neither, however, was quite 
ready to leave at four o'clock. Not quite ready at five. Even 
at sis— not yet quite ready. At seven, the fires having 
burned out in the furnace, and the stevedores having gone 
avray, leaving a quantity of freight yet on the dock, without 
advising tliis time with the clerk, I had my baggage re-trans- 
ferred to the hotel. 

A similar performance was repeated on Tuesday. 

On "Wednesday, I found the berth I had engaged occupied 
I^ a very strong man, who was not very polite, when 1 in- 
formed him that I believed there was some mistake — that the 
berth he was using had been engaged to me. I went to the 
clerk, who said that he was sorry, but that, as I had not stayed 
on board at night, and had not paid for the berth, he had not 
been sure that I should go, and he had, therefore, given it to 
the gentleman who now Lad it in possession, and whom, he 
thought, it would not be best to try to reason out of it. He 
was very busy, he obsen-ed, because the boat was going to 
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start at four o'clock; if I would now pay him the price of 
paaaage, he would do the beat he could for me. When he had 
time to examine, he could probably put roe in some other 
state-room, perhaps quite as good a one as that I had lost. 
Meanwhile he kindly offered me the temporary use of bis 
private state-room, I inquired if it was quite certain that 
the boat would get off at four ; for I had been asked to dine 
with a friend, at three o'dock. There was not the smallest 
douht of it— at four they would leave. They were all ready, 
at that moment, and only waited tUl four, because the agent 
had advertised that they would — merely a technical poiat of 
honour. 

But, by some error of calculation, I suppose, she didn't go 
at four. Nor at five. Nor at six. 

At seven o'clock, the Swamp Fox and the St. Charles were 
both discharging dense smoke Irom their chimneys, blowing 
steam, and ringing bells. It was obvious that each was 
makiog every exertion to get off before the other. The cap- 
tains of both boats stood at the break of the hurricane deck, 
apparently waiting in great impatience for the mails to come 
on board. 

The St. Charles was crowded with passengers, and her 
decks were piled high with freight. Bumboatmen, about the 
bows, were offering shells, and oranges, and bananas ; and 
newsboys, aad peddlers, and tract distributors, were squeezing 
abont with their wares among the passengers. I had confi- 
dence in their instinct ; there had been no such numbers of 
them the previous evenings, and I made up my mind, although 
past seven o'clock, that the St. Charles would not let her fires 
go down again. 

Among the peddlers there were two of " cheap literature," 
and among their yellow covers, each had two or three copies 
of the cheap edition (pamphlet) of " Uncle Tom's Cabin." They 
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did not cry it out as they did the other boots they had, hnt 
held it forth among others, so its title could be seen. One of 
them told me ho can-ied it because gentlemou often inquired 
for it, and he sold a good many ; at least three copies were 
sold to passengers on the boat. Another young man, who 
looked lite a heneficiaiy of the Education Society, endeavour- 
ing to pass a college vacation in a useful and profitable man- 
ner, was peddling a Bible Defence of Slavery, which he made 
eloquent appeals, in the manner of a pastoral visit, to us, 
each personally, to purchase. Ho said it was prepared by a 
clergyman of Kentucky, and every slaveholder ought to pos- 
sess it. Wlien he came to me, I told him that I owned no 
slaves, and therefore had no occasion for it. He answered 
that the world was before me, and I perhaps yet might own 
many of them. I replied ao decidedly that I should not, that 
he appeared to be satisfied that my conscience would not need 
the book, and turned back again to a man sitting beside me, 
who had before refused to look at it. He now urged again 
that he should do so, and forced it into his hands, open at the 
title-page, on which was a vignette, representing a circle of 
coloured gentlemen and kdies, sitting around a fire-place with 
a white person standing behind them, like a servant, reading 
from a book. "Here we see the African race as it is in 
America, under the blessed " 

" Now you go to hell ! I've told yon three times I didn't 
want your book. If you bring it here again 111 throw it 
overboard. I own niggers ; and I calculate to own more of 
'em, if I can get 'em, but I don't want any damn'd preachin' 
about it." 

That vras the last I saw of the book-peddler. 

It was twenty minutes after seven when the captain ob- 
ser\-ed — scanning the ievee in every direction, to see if there 
was another cart or carriage coming towards us — " No use 
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waiting any longer, I reckon : tlirow off, Mr. Heady." (The 
Swamp Fox did not leave, I afterwards lieard, till the follow- 
ing Saturday.) 

We backed ont, winded round head up, and aa we began to 
breast the current a dozen of the negro boat-handa, standing 
on the freight, piled up on tha low forecastle, began, to sing, 
waving hats and bandkerchiefe, and shirta lashed to poles, 
towards the people who stood on the atems of the etoamboata 
at the levee. After losing a few lines, I copied literally into 
my note-book ; 

" Ye soe dem boat war dat ahead. 

Chohus.— Oulioio)iieu. 
De San Charles is arter 'em, dey mua go hehiBe. 

Cho.— Oahoiohieu, 
So stir np dub, raj livelies, stir her up ; (pointing to the 
fumaces). 

Cho. — Onhoioliieu. 
Dey's bumin' not'n but fat and cosum. 

Cho. — OuboiohieiL 
Ob. ^0 is gwLue up de Bed Biver, ob. 1 

Cho. — Oohoioliieu. 
Oh, we mUH part from you dab asbo'. 

Cuo. — Oahoiohieu. 
Give m; lub to Dinah, oh 1 

Cho.— Oahoiohieu. 
Foi we is gwine up do Hod Eiver. 

Cho. — Oalioioli ien. 
Yes,T 

Oh,w 



The wit introduced into these songs has, I auapect, been 
rather over estimated 

As soon as the song was ended, I went into tho cabin to 
remind the clerk to obtain a berth for me. I found tw 
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briilimt supper-tables reaching the whole length of the long 
cabin, and a file of men standing on each side of both of tlienj, 
ready to take seats as soon as the signal was given. 

The clerk was in his room, with two other men, and ap- 
peared to be more occupied than ever, Hia maimer was, I 
thought, now rather cool, not to say rude ; and he very 
distinctly informed me that every berth was occupied, and he 
didn't know where I was to sleep. He judged I was able to 
take care of myself; and if I was not, be was quit* sure that 
he had too much to do to give all his time to my surveillance, 
I then went to the commander, and told him that I thought 
myself entitled to a berth. I had paid for one, and should 
not have taken passage in the boat, if it bad not been pro- 
mised me. I was not disposed to fight for it, particularly as 
the gentleman occupying the berth engaged to me was a deal 
bigger fellow tl an I aid 1 mel a b j,e knife lut I 
thought the derk way a mtable to me f r a be tl and I 
begged that he would nton h n s H phel that the 
clerk probably k w his b l nes he had noth to do w tl 
it; andwalkeda ay from me I th n aldre edn>sIltoa 
second clerk, o s h-oflice oi some deny n n t ho mo e 

good-naturedli nf rmed me t! at hilf the c n pany we n 
the same cond t on as nyself and I nc dn t b alarmed, a ts 
would be provided for us. 

As I saw that the supper-table was hkely to be crowded, I 
asked if there would be a second table. "Tes, they'll keep 
on eatin' till they all get through." I walked the d(«k till I 
saw those who had been first seated at the table coming out ; 
then going in, I found the table still crowded, while many 
stood waiting to take seats as fast as any were vacated. I 
obtained one for myself at length, and had no sooner occupied 
it than two half-intoxicated and garrulous men took the ad- 
joining stools. 
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It waa near nine o'clock before the tables were cleared 
away, and immediately afterwards tie waiters began to rig a 
framework for sleeping-cots in their place. These cots were 
simply canvas shelves, five feet and a half long, two wide,, 
and less than two feet apart, perpendicularly, A waiter, 
whose good mil I had purchased at the supper- table, gave 
me a hint to secm-c one of them for myself, as soon as they 
were erected, by putting my hat in it. I did so, and saw 
that others did the same. I chose a cot as near as possible 
to the midship doors of the cabiu, perceiving that theije was 
not likely to be the best possible air, after all the passengers 
were laid up for the night, in this compact manner. 

Nearly as fast as the cots were ready they were occupied. 
To make sure that mine was not stolen Irom me, I also, 
without much undressing, laid myself away. A single blanket 
was the only bed-clothing provided. I had not lain long, 
before I was driven, by an exceedingly offensive smell, to 
search for a cleaner neighbourhood ; but I found all the cots, 
fore and aft, were either occupied or engaged. I immediately 
returned, and that I might have a dernier ressort, left my 
shawl in that I had first obtained. 

In the forward part of the cabin there was a bar, a stove, a 
table, and a placard of rules, forbidding smoking, gambling, 
and swearing in the cabin, and a close company of drinkers, 
smokers, eard-playa-s, and constant swearers. I went out, 
and stepped down to the boiler-deck. The boat had been 
provided with very poor wood, and the firemen were crowding 
it into the fomaces whenever they could find room for it, 
di'iving smaller sticks between the larger ones at the top, by 
a battering-ram method. 

Most of the firemen were Irish bom ; one with whom I 
conversed was English. He said they were divided into three 
, each working four hours at a time, and all hands 
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liable to be called, when wooding, or landing, or taking on 
freight, to assist the deck hands. They were paid now but 
thirty dollars a month — ordinarily forty, and sometimes aisty 
— and board. He was a sailor bred. This boat-life was harder 
than sea&ring, but the pay was better, and the trips were 
short. The regular thing was to make two trips, and then 
lay up for a spree. It would be too hard upon a man, he 
thought, to pursue it regularly; two trips "on end" was as 
much as a man could stand. He must then take a " refresh- 
ment." "Working th^ way for three weeks, and then refresh- 
ing for about one, ha did not think it was unhealthy, no more 
so than ordinary seafaring. He concluded, by informing me 
that the most striking peculiarity of the buainesa was, that it 
kept a man, notwithstanding wholesale periodical refreshment, 
very dry. He was of opinion that after the information I 
had obtained, if I gave him at least the price of a single 
drink, and some tobacco, it would be diaraeteristic of a 
gentleman. 

Going round behind the furnace, I lound a large quantity 
of freight : hogsheads, barrels, cases, bales, boxes, nail-rods, 
rolls of leather, ploughs, cotton, bale-rope, and fire-wood, all 
thrown together in the most confused manner, with hot 
steam-pipea, and parts of the engine crossing through it. 
As I explored further aft, I found negroes lying asleep, in all 
postures, upon tlie freight. A single group only, of five or 
six, appeared to be awake, and "as I drew near they com- 
menced to sing a Methodist hymn, not loudly, as negroes 
generally do, but, as it seemed to me, with a good deal of 
tenderness and feeling ; a few white people — men, women, 
and children — wesre lying here and there, among the negroes. 
Altogether, I learned we had two hundred of these deck 
passengers, black and white. A stove, by which they could 
fry bacon, was the only furniture provided for them by the 
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boat. They carried with them their pro-visiona for the voyage, 
and had theii choice of the freight for beds. 

As I came to the bows again, and was about to ascend to 
the cabin, two men came do^m, one of whom I recognized to 
have been my cot neighbour. " "Wliei'e's a bucket ?" said 
be, "By thunder! this fellow was so strong I could not 
sleep by him, so I stumped him to come down and wash his 
feet," "I am much obliged to you," said I; andlwaa,vei7 
much ; the man had been lying iu the cofc beneath mine, to 
which I now returned and soon fell asleep. 

I awoke about midnight. There was an unusual jar in the 
boat, and an evident excitement among people whom I could 
hear tallcing on dedi;, I rolled out of my cofc, and stepped 
out on the gallery. Tlie steamboat Kimball was running 
head-and-head with us, and eo close that one might have 
jumped easily from our paddle-box on to her guards. A few 
other passengers had turned out beside myself, and most of 
the waiters were leaning on the rail of Hie gallery. Occa- 
sionally ft few words of banter passed between them ar.d tlie 
waiters of the Kimball ; below, the firemen were shouting as 
they crowded the furnaces, and some one could be heard 
cheering them : " Shove her up, boys ! Shove her up ! Give 
her hell !" " She's got to hold a conversation with us before 
she gets by, anyhow," said one of the negroes. " Te bar 
that ar' whistlin' ?" said a white man ; " tell ye thar an't any 
too much water in her bilers when ye bar that," I laughed 
silently, hut was not without a slight expectant sensation, 
which Burke would perhaps have called sublime. At length 
the Kimball slowly drew ahead, crossed ovir bovr, and the 
contest v\'as given up. "De ole lady too heavy," said a 
waitei' ; " if I could pitch a few ton of dat ar freight oiF her 
bow, I'd bet de KimMl would be askin' her to show de way 
mighty quick." 
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At half-past four o'clock a hand-tell was nmg in the cabin, 
and soon afterwards I was informed that I miiet get up, tliat 
the servanfa might remoTe the cot arrangement, and clear 
the cabin for the breakfest-tahle. 

Breakfast was not ready till half-past seven. The passen- 
gers, one set after another, and then the pilots, clerks, mates, 
and engineers, and then the free coloured people, and then the 
waiters, chambermaids, and passengers' body servants, having 
breakfasted, the tables were cleared, and the cabin swept. 
The tables were then again laid for dinner. Thus the greater 
part of the cabin was constantly occupied, and the passengers 
who had no state-rooms were driven to herd in the vicinity of 
the card-tables and the bar, the lobby (Social Hall, I believe 
it is called), in which m(«t of the passengers' baggage was 
deposited, or to go outside. Every part of the boat, escept 
the bleak hurricane deck, was crowded ; and so largo a 
nnmher of equally uncomfortable and disagreeable people I 
think I never saw elsewhere together. We made very slow 
progress, landing, it seems to me, after we entered Eed Eiver, 
at every "bend," "bottom," "bayou," "point," and "planta- 
tion " that came in eight ; often for no other object than to 
roll out a barrel of flour, or a keg of nails ; sometimes merely 
to furnish newspapers to a wealthy planter, who had much 
cotton to send to market, and whom it was therefore desirable 
to please. 

I was sitting one day on the forward gallery, watching a 
pair of dncks, that were alternately floating on the river, and 
flying further ahead as the steamer approached them. A 
man standing near me drew a long barrelled and very finely- 
finished pistol from his coat pocket, and, resting it against a 
stanchion, took aim at them. They were, I judged, full the 
boat's own length — not less than two hundred feet — from us, 
and were just raising tlioir vangs to fly, when he fired. One 
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of them only rose ; the other flapped roTind and round, and 
when within ten yards of the boat, dived. The bullet had 
broken its wing. So remarkable a sliot excited, of conrse, 
not a little admiration and conversation. Half a dozen other 
men standing near at once drew pistols or revolyera from 
nnder their clothing, and several were fired at floating 
chips, or objects on the shore. I saw no more remark- 
able shooting, however ; and that the duck should have 
been hit at such a distance, was generally considered a piece 
of luck. A man who had been " in the Eangers " said that 
all his company could pnt a ball into a tree, the size of a, 
man's body, at sixty paces, at every shot, with Colt's army 
revolver, not taking steady aim, but flring at the jerk of the 
arm. 

This pistol episode was almost the only entertainment in 
which the passengers engaged themselves, except eating, 
drinking, smoking, conversation, and card-playing. Glam- 
bling was constantly going on, day and night. I don't think 
there was an interruption to it of fifteen minutes in three 
days. The conversation was almost exclusively confined to 
the topics of steamboats, liquors, cards, black-land, red-land, 
bottom-land, timber-land, warrants, end locations, sugar, cot- 
ton, corn, and negroes. 

After the first night, I preferred to sleep on the trunks in 
the social hall, rather than among the cot^ in the crowded 
cabin, and several others did the same. There were, "in fact, 
not cots enough for all the passengers excluded from the 
state-rooms. I found that some, and I presume most of the 
passengers, by making the clerk believe that they would 
otherwise take the Swamp Fox, had obtained their passage at 
considerably less price than I had paid. 

On the third day, just after the dinner-bell had rung, and 
most of the passengers had gone into tfie cabin, I was sitting 

VOL. I. 2 a 
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alone on the gallery, reading a pamphlet, whea a well-dressed 
middle-aged man accosted me. 

" la that the hook they call Uncle Tool's Cahin, you are 
reading, sir ?" 

"No, sir." 

" I did not know hut it was ; I see that there are two or 
three gentlemen on hoard that have got it. I siipp<«e I 
might have got it in New Orleans : I wish I had. Haye you 
ever Been it, sir ?" 

"Yes, air." 

" I'm told it shows up Slavery in very high colours." 

" Yes, sir, it shows the evils of Slavery very strongly." 

He took a chair near roe, and said that, if it represented 
extreme cases as if they were general, it was not fiiir. 

Perceiving that he was disposed to discuss the matter, I 
said that I was a Northern man, and perhaps not well ahle to 
jvw'ge ; but that I thought that a certain degree of cruelty 
was necessary to make slave-lahour generally profitahle, and 
that not many were disposed to be more severe than they 
thought necessary. I believed there was httle wanton cruelty. 
He answered, that Northern menwei'e much mistaken in sup- 
posing that slaves were generally ill-treated. He was a mer- 
chant, but he owned a plantation, and he just wished I could 
see his negroes. "Why, sir," he continued, "my niggers' 
chOdien all go regularly to a Sunday-school, just the same as 
my own, and learn verses, and catechism, and hymns. Every 
one of my grown-up niggera are pious, every one of them, 
and members of the church. I've got an old man that can 
pray — —well, sir, I only wish I had as good a gift at pray- 
ing ! I wish you could just hear him pray. There are cases 
in which niggers are badly used ; but they are not common. 
There are brutes everywhere. You have men, at the North, 
who whip their wives — and they kiU them sometimes." 
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" Certainly, we have, sir ; there are plenty of brutes at the 
North ; but our law, you must romomber, does not compel 
women to submit themselves to their power. A wife, cruelly 
treated, can esoape from her husband, and can compel him to 
give her subaiatence, and to cease from doing her harm. A 
woman could defend herself against her husband's eraelty, 
and the law would sustain her." 

" It would not be safe to receive negroes' testimony against 
white people; they would be always plotting against their 
masters, if you did." 

" Wives are not always plotting against their husbands." 

" Husband and wife is a very different thing from master 
and slave." 

" Tour remark, that a bad man might whip bis wife, aug- 



" If the law was to forbid whipping altogether, the autho- 
rity of the master would be at an end." 

" And if you allow bad men to own slavea, and allow them 
to whip them, and deny the slave the privilege of resisting 
cruelty, do you not show that you thint it i 
permit cruelty, in order to sustain the authority of n 
in general, over their slaves ? That is, you establish cruelty 
as a necessity of Slavery— do you not ?" 

" No more than of marriage, because men may whip their 
wives cruelly," 

" Excuse me, air ; the law does all it can, to prevent such 
cruelty between husband and wife ; between master and slave 
it does not, because it cannot, without weakening the neces- 
sary authority of the master — that is, without destroying 
Slavery. It is, therefore, a fiiir argument against Slavery, to 
show how cruelly this neeessit}', of sustaining the authority of 
cruel and passionate men over their slaves, sometimes operates," 

He asked what it was Uncle Tom " tried to make out." 
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I narratied the Red Eiver episode, and asked if such thinga 
could not possibly occur, 

" Yes," replied he, " but very rarely. I don't know a 
man, in my parish, that could do such a thing. There are 

two men, though, in , bad enough to do it, I believe ; 

but it isn't a likely sfory, at all. In the first place, no coloured 
woman would be likely to ofier any resistance, if a white man 
should want to seduce her." 

After further conversation, he said, that a planter had been 
tried for injuring one of his negroes, at the court in his parish, 
the pi-eceding summer. He had had a favourite, amang his 
girls, and suspecting that she was unduly kind to one of his 
men, in an anger of jealousy he matilated him. There was 
not sufScient testimony to convict him ; " but," he said, 
" everybody believes he was gnilty, and ought to have been 
punished, Kobody thinks there was any good reason for hia 
being jealous of the boy," 

I remarked that this story corroborated " Uncle Tom's 
Cabin ;" it showed that it was all possible. 

" Ah !" he answered, " but then nobody would have any 
respect for a man that treated his niggers cruelly." 

I wondered, as I went into dinner, and glanced at the long 
rows of surly faces, how many men there were there whose 
passions would be much restrained hy the fear of losing the 
respect of their neighbours.* 

Hy original purpose had been to go high up Red Eivcr at 
this time, hut the long delay in the boat's leaving New Orleans, 
and her slow passage, obliged me to change my plans. The 

• John Rnndolpli, of Eonnoke, himself a slaveholder, on™ snid, on the floor 
of Congress (leaching the inUimil slsve-lrnile) ; " What me the tioplHes of this 
InftiUHl traffic? The handcuff, the manacles, the bbod-slained rawiiide. HSai 
man is irorae received in SMietg for beiaj a /lai-d master ? W/io di:nks the karul 
of siskr or d.:ii,jhter to tiah inondei-s f 
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following year, 1 retnimed, in company with my brother, as 
narrated in " The Texas Journey." Some portion of what 
follows ie taken from that volume. 

At a pWe called Alexandria, our progress was arrested by 
fella in the river which caimot he passed by boats at low stagea 
of the water. The village is every bit a Southern one— all 
the houses being one story in height, and having an open 
verandah before thom, like the Engbah towns in the West 
Indies. It contains, usually, about 1,000 inhabitants, but 
this summer had beea entirely depopulated by the yellow 
fever. Of 300 who remained, 120, we were told, died. Moat 
of the ranaway citizens had returned, when we passed, though 
the last case of fever was still in uncertain progress. 

It Las apparentEy not the least reputation for morality. 
At Nachitoches, the next viUags above on the river, a couple 
of men were waiting for their breakfest at the inn, when one, 
who looked and spoke more like a HewEnglander than a 
Southerner, said to the other, whom I presumed to be an 
Alexandrian — ^posaibly Elder Slocum himself; — 

" I had a high old dreamj last night," 

" Wliat was it ?" 

" Dreamt I was in helL" 

" Eough country ?" 

" Boggy — sulphur bogs. By and by I cum to a great pair 
of doors. Something kinder drew me right to 'em, and I had to 
open 'em, and go in. As soon as I got in, the doors slammed 
to, behind me, and there I see old boss devil lying asleep, on 
a red-hot sofy. He woke up, and rubbed his eyes, and when 
he see me, bo says, ' Halloo ! that you ?' ' Yes, sir,' says I. 
' Whero'd you come fi'om ?' says he- ' Erom Alexandria, sir,' 
says I, ' Thought ao,' says he, and be took down a big book, 
and wrote aomething in to't \vith a red-hot spike. ' Well, sir, 
what's going on now in Alexandria?' aaya he. 'Ha^-ing a 
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"protracted meeting" there, sir,' says I. 'Look here, my 
friend,' says he, ' you may stop lyin', now you've got here.' 
'I aint lyiu', sir,' says I. 'Oh!' says he, 'I beg your 
pardon; I thought it was Alexandria on Ked Eiver, yea 
meant.' 'So it was,' says I, 'and they are having a pro- 
tracted meeting there, sure as you're alive.' ' Hell they are !' 
saya he, jumpin' right up ; ' boy, bring my boots !' A little 
black devil fetched him a pair of hot brass boots, and he began 
to draw 'em on, ' Whose doin' is that ?' says he, ' Elder 
Slocum's, sir,' says I. ' Elder Slocum's ! Whj in hell 
couldn't you have said so, before ?' says he. ' Here, boy, take 
away these boots ;' 'and be kicked 'em off, and laid down again." 

French blood rather predominates in the population in the 
vicinity of Nachitoches, but there is also a considerable amount 
of the Spanish and Indian mongrel breed. These are oftfin 
handsome people, bnt vagabonds, almost to a man. Scarcely 
any of them have any regular occupation, uiJess it be that of 
herding cattle ; but they raise a little maize, and fish a little, 
and hunt a little, and smoke and lounge a great deal, and are 
very regular in their attendance on divine worship, :it the 
cathedral. 

In the public bar-room I heard a person, who I suppose 
would claim the appellation of a gentleman, narrating how 
he had overreached a pohtical oppon^, in securing the 
" Spanish vote " at an election, and it appeared from the con- 
versation that it was considered entirely, and as a matter of 
course, purchasable by the highest bidder. A man who 
would purchase votes at the Morth, would, at least, be careful 
not to mention it so publicly. 

"We spent several days in Nachitoches, purchasing horses 
and completing the preparations for our vagrant life in Texas. 

One mild day of our stay we made a trip of some ten or 
fifteen miles out and back, at the invitation of a planter, whose 
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we liad made at the hotel. We started m good 
season, but were not long in losing onr way and getting upon 
obscure roads through the woods. The planter's resideneewe 
did not find, but one day's experience is worth a note. 

We rode on from ten o'clock till three, without seeing a 
house, except a deserted cabin, or meeting a human being. 
We then came upoa a ferry across a 'amall stream or 
" bayou," near which was a collection of cabins. We asked 
the old negro who tended the feiTy if we conld get something 
to eat anywhere in the neighbourhood. He replied that his 
master sometimes took in travellers, and we had better call 
and try if the mistress wouldn't let m have some dinner. 

The house was a small square log cabin, with a broad ojien 
siied or piazza in front, and a chimney, made of sticks and 
mud, leaning against one end. A smaller detached cabin, 
twenty feet in the rear, was used for a kitchen. A cistern 
under a roof, and collecting water from three roofe, stood be- 
tween. The water from the bayou was not fit to drink, nor 
is the water of the Red Eiver, or of any springs in this region. 
The people depend entirely on cisterns for drinking water. 
It is very little white folks need, however — milk, whisky, and, 
with the better class, Bordeaux wine, being the more common 



About the house was a large yard, in which were two or 
three China trees, and two fine Cherokee roses ; half a dozen 
hounds ; several negro babies ; turkeys and chickens, and a 
pet sow, teaching a fine litter of pigs how to root and wallow. 
Three hundred yards from the house was a gin-house and 
stable, and in the interval between were two rows of comfort- 
able negro cabins. Between the house and the cabins was a 
large post, on which was a bell to call the negroes. A rack 
for festening faorsos stood near it. On the boU-post and on 
each of the rack-posts were nailed the antlers of a buck, as 
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well as on a large oak-tree near by. On the logs of the 
kitchen a fresh deer-4jn v.&-^ dryn^ On the lailm^ oi the 
piazza lay a saddle. The Lcnse had but cue door and no 
wmdow, nor was there a pane ot ^liss on the plantdtion 

Entering the hoiise we fiund it ti contam but a '-mgle 
room, about twenty feet bysixtcon Of thig apaLe one quirter 
was occupied by a bed— a great tour-poster, with the curtains 
open, made up in the French style, with a strong furniture- 
calico day-coverlid, A smaller camp bed stood beside it. 
These two articles of furniture nearly filled the house on one 
side the door. At the other end was a great log fire-place, 
with a fine fire. The oater door was left constantly open to 
ftdmit the light. On one side the fire, next the door, was a 
tablo ; a kind of dresser, with crockery, and a bureau stood 
on the other side, and there were two deer-sldn seated chairs 
and one (Connecticut made) rocking chair. 

A bold-faced, but otherwise good-enough-looking woman of 
B youngish middle age, was ironing a shirt on the table. We 
stated our circumstances, and asked if we could get some din- 
ner fi'Om her. She reckoned we could, she said, if we'd wait 
till she was done ironing. So we waited, taking seats by the 
fire, and examining the literature and knick-knacks on the 
mantel-piece. These consisted of three Nachitoches CJironi- 
cles, a Patent Office Agricnltural Report, " Christie's Galvanic 
Ahnanac," a Bible, " The Pirate of the Gulf," a powder-horn, 
the sheath of a bowie-knife, a whip-lash, and a tobacco-pipe. 

Three of the hounds, a negro child, and a white child, had 
followed us to the door of the cabin, three chickens had entered 
before us, a cat and kittens were asleep in the comer of the 
fire-place. By the time we had finished reading the queer 
advertisements in French of runaway negroes in the Chronicle 
two of the hounds and the black child had retired, and a tan- 
coloured hound, very lean, and badly crippled in one leg, had 
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entered and stood asking permission with his tail to come to 
the fire-place. The white child, a frowzy girl of ten, camo 
towaxJ us. I turned and asked her name. She knitted her 
brows, but made no verbal reply. I turned my chair towards 
her, and asked her to come to me. She hung her hea'^i for 
an instant, then turned, ran to the hound and struck him a 
liard blow iu the chops. The hound quailed. She struck 
him again, and he turned half aronnd ; then she began witi 
her feet, and kicked him out, taking heraeK after him. 

At length the woman finished her ironing, and went to the 
kitchen, whence qttiekly returning, she placed upon the table 
a plate of cold, salt, ht pork ; a cup of what to both eye and 
tongue seemed lard, but which she termed butter ; a plate of 
very stale, dry, flaky, micaceous corn-bread ; a jug of molasses, 
and a pitcher of milk. 

" Well, now it's ready, if you'll eat it," she said, turning {o 
us, " Best we've got. Sit np. Take some pone ;" and she 
sat down in the rocker at ono end of the table. We took seats 
at the other end. 

" Jupiterl what's the matter with this child?" A little 
white child that had crawled np into the gallery, and now to 
my side — flushed face, and wheezing like a high-pressure 
steamboat. 

" Got the croup, I reckon," answered the woman. " Take 
some 'lasses." 

The child crawled into the room. With the aid of a hand 
it stood up and walked round to its mother 

" How long has it been going on that viorf '" asked we 

"Well, it's been going on some daj-s, now, and kee^i 
getting wi)r^ Twia right had last night, ui the lught 
Eectoned I should lose it one spel! Take sime butter " 

We vieie quite &mt with hunger when we rode up, but 
d'dn't e.it much of the torn cdki and pork The woman .iiid 
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tbe high -pressure child sat still and watched' us, and we sat 
Btil! and did our best, makiDg much of the milk, 

" Have you had a jihysician to see that child ?" asked my 
brother, drawing back his chair. 

She had not. 

" Will you come to me, my dear ?" 

The child came to him, he felt its pulse and patted its 
hot forehead, looked down its throat, and leaned his ear on 
its chest. 

" Are you a doctor, sir ?" 
Tea, madam." 
Got some fever, hasn't it ?" 
Tes." 

" Not nigh so much as't had last night." 

" Have you done anything for it ?" 

" Well, thai' was a gentleman here ; he told me sweet ile 
and sugar would be good for't, and I gave it a good deal of 
that : made it sick, it did, 1 thought, perhaps, that would 
do it good," 

" Yes, You have had something like this in your family 
before, haven't you ? Yoa don't seem much alarmed." 

" Oh yes, sir ; that ar one (pointing to the frowzy girl, 
whose name was Angelina) had it two or three times— onst 
moat as bad as this. All my children have had it. la she 
bad, doctor ?" 

" Yes. I should say this was a very serious thing." 

"Have yoa any medicine in the house?" lie asked, after 
the woman had returned from a jomney to the kitchen. She 
opened a drawer of the bureau, half fnli of patent medicine? 
and some common drugs, " There's a whole heap o' truck 
in thar. I don't know what it all is. Whatever you want 
just help yourself. I can't read writin' ; yon must pick it 
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Such as were available were taken out and given to the 
mother, with directiona about administering them, wliich she 
promised to obey. " But the first and most importaait thing 
for you to do is fo shut the door, and make up tlie fire, and 
put the chOd to hed, and try to keep this wind off her." 

" Lord ! sir, you can't keep ?ter in bed^sLe's too wild." 

" Well, you must put some more clothes on ber. Wrap 
hef up, and try to keep her warm. The very best thing you 
can do for her is to give her a warm bath. Have you not got 
a washing tub ?" 

"Oh! yes, sir, I can do that. She'll go to bed pretty 
early ; she's used to going 'tween simdovm and dark." 

" "Well, give her the warm bath, then, and if slio gets worse 
send for a physician immediately. You must be very careftd 
of her, madam." 

We walked to the stable, and as the horses had not finished 
eating tJieir com, I lounged about the quarters, and talked 
with the negro. 

There was not a single soul in the quarters or in sight of 
the house except ourselves, the woman and her children, and 
the old negro. The negro women must have taken their 
sucklings Avith them, if they had any, to the field where they 
were at work. 

The old man said they had "t«n or eleven field-hands, 
such as they was," and his master would sell sixty to seventy 
bags of cotton : besides which they made all the corn and 
pork they wanted, and something over, and raised some 
cattle. 

We fotind our way back to tlie fovm only late in the even- 
ing. We had ridden most of the day over heavily-timbered, 
nearly flat, rich bottom land. It is of very great fertility; 
but, being subject to overflow, is not very attractive, in spito 
of ite proximity to a market. 
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But it must bo remembered tliat they were having the firr^t 
use of a very fine alluvial soil, and were subject to floods and 
I'livers. The yellow fever or cholera another year might kill 
half their negtoeg, or a flood o£ the Ked Eiver (such as 
occurred August, 1849, and October, 1851) destroy their 
whole crop, and bo use up several years' profits, 

A slate hung in the piazza, with the names of all the 
cotton-pickers, and the quantity picked the last picking day 
by each, thus : Gorge, 152 ; David, 130 ; Polly, 98 ; Hamia, 
dQ ; Little Gorge, 52, etc. The whole number of hands noted 
was fourteen- Probably there wore over twenty slaves, big 
antl little, on the plantation. 

When our horses were ready, we paid the negro for taking 
care of them, and I went in and asked the woman what I 
might pay her. 

" ~\Vhat !" she asked, looking in my face as if angry, 

I feared she was offended by my offering money for her 
hospitality, and put the question again as delicately as I 
could. She continued her sullen gaze at me for a moment, 
and then answered as if the words had been bullied out of 
lier by a Tombs lawyer — 

"Dollar, I reckon." 

" "What !" thought I, but handed her the silver, 

Riding out at the bars let down for us by the old negro, we 
wondered if the child woidd be living twenty-four hours later, 
and if it survived, what its moral chances were. Poor, 
we thought. Five miles from a neighbour ; ten, probably, 
school ; hound-pups and negroes for 



* The State Superintendent latplj iKBmineniieJ that two 
DLrPctois of Common Schools in Louisiana should be i-equiied t 
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On the Emigrant Road into Texas, — Five mini-ites' ride 
took us deep into the pines. Nacliitoches, and with it all the 
tumult and bother of social civilization, had disappeared. 
Under the pines and beyond them was a new, calm, free hfe, 
upon which we entered with a glow of enthusiasm, which, how- 
ever, hardly sufficed to light up a whole day of pine shadows, 
and many times afterwards glimmered very dull over days 
on days of cold eom-bread and cheerless winter prairies. 

For two days, we rode through these pines over a sandy 
surfece, having little rise and fall, watered here and there by 
small creeks and ponds, within reach of whose overflow, 
present or past, stand decidaous trees, such as, principally, 
oaks and cotton-woods, in a firmer and richer soil. "Wherever 
the road crosses or approaches these spots, there is or has 
been usually a plantation. 

The road could liardly be called a road. It was only a way 
where people had passed along before. Each man had taken 
such a path as suited him, turning aside to avoid, on high 
ground, flie sand ; on low ground, the mud. "We chose, gene- 
rally, the untrodden elastic pavement of pine leaves, at a little 
distance from the main track. 

We overtook, several times in the coiu:se of each day, the 
slow emigrant trains, for which this road, though less fre- 
quented than years ago, is still a chief thoroughfare. Inex- 
orable destiny it seems that drags or drives on, always West- 
ward, these toilwom people. Several families were frequently 
moving together, coming from the same district, or chance 
met and joined, for company, on the long road from Alabama, 
Georgia, or the Carolinas. Before you come upon them you 
hear, ringing through the woods, the fierce cries and blows 
with which they urge on their jaded cattle. Then the strag- 
glers appear, lean dogs or fainting negroes, ragged and spiii!- 
less. An old granny, haiding on, by the hand, a weak boy — 
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too old to ride and too yoimg to keep up. An old man, 
heavily loaded, with a rifle. Then the white covers of the 
waggons, jerldcg up and down as they mount over a root or 
plunge into a rut, disappearing, one after another, where the 
road descends. Then the active and cheery prime negixws, 
not yet exhausted, with a joke and a suggestion about tohacco. 
Then the black pieldninnies, staring, in a confused heap, out 
at the hack of the waggon, more and more of their eyes to be 
mafle out among the table legs and bedding, as you get near ; 
behind them, further in, the old people and young mothers, 
whose turn it is to ride. As you get by, the white mother 
and babies, and the tall, frequently ill-humoured master, on 
horseback, or walking with his gun, urgiug up the black 
driver and his oxen. As a scout ahead, is a brother, or an in- 
telligent slave, with the best gun, on the look-out for a deer 
or a turkey. We passed in tlie day perhaps one hundred per- 
sons attached to these trains, probably an unusual number ; 
but the immigration this year had beea retarded and con- 
densed by tlie fear of yellow fever, the last case of which, at 
Nachitoches, had indeed begun only the night before our 
arrival. Our chance of danger were considered small, how- 
ever, as the hard frosts had already come. One of th^e trains 
was made up of three large waggons, loaded with fumitm^, 
babies, and invalids, two or three hght waggons, and a gang 
of twenty able fleld-handa. They travel ten or fifteen miles a 
day, stopping wherever night overtakes them, Tho masters 
are plainly dressed, often in home-spun, keeping their eyes 
about tliem, noticing the soil, sometimes making a remark on 
the crops by the roadside ; but generally dogged, surly, and 
silent. The women are silent too, frequently walking, to re- 
heve the teams ; and weary, haggard, mud be-draggied, for- 
lorn, and disconsolate, yet hopeful and careful. The negroes, 
mud-mcrusted, wrapped in old blankets or gummy-bags, 
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suffering from cold, plod on, aimless, hopeless, thotightleBa, 
moro iadifl'erent, apparently, than the oxen, to all about 
them. 

We met, in course of the day, numerous cotton waggons, 
two or three sometimes together, drawn by three or four pairs 
of mules or oxen, going slowly on toward Nachitoches or 
Grand Eeore, each managed by ite negro-driver. The load 
is commonly five bales (of 400 lbs. each), and the cotton 
comes in this tedious way, over execrable roads, distences of 
100 and even 150 miles. It is usually hauled from the 
eastern tier of Tesan comities to the Sabine ; but this year 
there had been no rise of water in the rivers, and from all this 
region it must be carried to Ked Eiver, The distance from 
tlie Sabine is here about fifty miles, and the cost of this trans- 
portation about one cent a pound ; the freight from Grand 
Ecore to New Orleans from one to one and a quarter cents. 
If hauled 150 miles in this way, as we were told, the profit 
. remaining, after paying the charges of transportation and 
commission, all amounting to about five cents, must be ex- 
ceedingly small in ordinary years. 

At night we met three or four of these teams half-mired in 
a swamp, distant some qoaiter of a mile one from another, 
and cheering themselves in the dark with prolonged and 
musical " Yohoi's," sent ringing through the woods. We got 
tlirough this with considerable perplexity ourselves, and were 
very glad to see the light of the cabin where we had been 
recommended to stop. 

This was " Mrs. Stokers'," about balf way to the Sabine. 
We were received cordially, every house here expecting to do 
inn-duty, but were allowed to strip and take care of our own 
horses, the people by no means expecting to do landlord's 
duty, but taking guests on sufferance, Tho house was a 
double log cabin — two log erections, that is, joined by one 
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Jong roof, IcaiTiig an open space between. A gallery, exteod- 
ing across the vihole front, serves for a pleasant sitting-room 
in summer, and for a toilet-room at all seasons. A bright 
fire was very ■welcome. Supper, conaiating of pork, fresh and 
salt, cold corn-bread, and boiled sweet potatoes, was served 
in a little lean-to behind the house. After disposing of this 
we were shown to onr room, the other cabin, where wo whiled 
away our evening, studying, by the light of the great fire, a 
book of bear stories, and com'ersing with the young man of 
the famil y, and a third guest. The room was open to the 
rafters, and had been built up only as high as the top of the 
door upon the gallery side, leaving a huge open triangle to 
the roof, through which the wind rushed at us with a fierce 
swoop, both while we were sitting at the fire and after we 
retreated to bed. Owing to this we slept httle, and having 
had a salt sapper, lay very thirsty upon the deep feather bed. 
About four o'clock an old negro came in to liglit the fire. 
Asking him for water, we hoard him breaking the ice for it 
outside, When we washed in the piazza the water was thick 
with frost, crusty, and half inclined not to be used as a fluid 
at all. 

After a break&st, similar in aU. respects to the supper, we 
saddled and rode on again. The horses had had a dozen ears 
of com, night and morning, with an allowance of fodder 
(maize leaves). For this the charge was ^1 25 each person. 
This is a hir sample of roadside stopping-places in Western 
Louisiana and Tesas. The meals are absolutely invariable, 
save that fresh pork and sweet potatoes are frec[uently wanting. 
There is always, too, the black decoction of the South called 
coffee, than which it is often difficult to imagine any beverage 
more revolting. The bread is made of com-meal, stirred with 
water and salt, and baked in a kettle covered with coals. 
The com for breatfaKt is frequently unhusked at sunrise. A 
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negro, whose bnainea? it is, shells and grinds it in a hand- 
mill for the cook. Should there be any of the loaf left after 
breaMiat, it is given to the traveller, if he wish it, with a bit 
of pork, for a noon-" snack," with no further charge. He is 
conscious, though, in that case, that he is robbing the hounds, 
always eagerly vraiting, and should ncme remain, none can bo 
had without a new resort to the crib. Wheat bread, if I am 
not mistaken, we met with but twice, out of Austin, in our 
whole journey across the State, 

The country was very similar to thai passed over the day 
before, with perhaps rather more of the cidtivable loam, A 
good part of the land had, at some time, been cleared, but much 
was already turned over to the " old-field pines," some of them 
even fifteen years or more. In fact, a larger area had been aban- 
doned, we thought, than remained under cultivation. With 
the land, many cabias have, of course, also been deserted, giving 
the road a desolate air. If you ask, where are the people 
that once occupied these, the nniversal reply is, "Gbne to 
Texas." 

The plantations occur, perhaps, at an average distance of 
three or four miles. Most of the remaining inliabitants live 
chiefly, to appearances, by fleecing emigrants. Every shanty 
sells spirits, and takes in travellers. We passed through kit 
one village, which consisted of six dwellings. The iamilies 
obtained their Hvehhood by the foUomng occupations : one by 
shoeing the horses of emigrants ; one by repairing the wheels 
of their waggons ; one by selling them groceries. The 
smallest cabin contained a physician. It was not larger than 
a good-sized medicine chest, hut had the biggest sign. The 
others advertised " com and fodder." The prices charged 
for any article sold, or service performed, were enormous ; full 
one himdred per cent, over those of New Orleans. 

Wo met Spaniards once or twice on the road, and the popu- 

vor,. I. 2 B 
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lation of tliis district ia thought to be one half of S 
origm. They have no bouses on the road, howevej:, but liva 
in little hamlets in the forest, or in cabins contiguous to each 
other, about a pond. They make no progress in acquiring 
capital of their own, but engage in hunting and fishing, or in 
herding cattle for larger proprietors of the land. For this 
business they seem to have an hereditary adaptation, fer es- 



The number of cattle raised here is now comparatively 
small, most of the old herd proprietors having moved on to 
pastures new in Western Texas. The cane, which is a natural 
growth of most good soils at the South, ia killed if closely fed 
npon. The blue-joint gcasa (not the blue-grass of Kentucky) 
takes its place, and is also indigenous upon a poorer class of 
soils in this region. This is also good food for cattle, but is 
killed in turn if closely pastured. The ground then becomes 
bare or covered with shrubs, and the " range " is destroyed. 
The better class of soils here bear tolerable crops of cotton, 
but are by no means of value equal to the Bed Eiver bottoms 
or tlie new soils of any part of Texas. The country is, there- 
fore, here in similar condition to that of the Eastern Slave 
States, Tlie improvements which the inhabitanta have suc- 
ceeded in making in the way of clearing the forest, fencing 
and tilling the land, building dweDings, bams, and machineiy, 
making roads and bridges, and introducing the institutions of 
civilization, not compensating in value the deterioration m 
the productiveness of the soil. The exhausted land reverts (o 



Mastem Texas. — Shortly after noon rain begpn to fall fix>ni 
the chilly clouds that had been threatening ua, and sleet and 
snow were soon driving in our faces. Our animals were dia- 
posed to ilinch but we were disposed to sleep in Texas and 
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pushed onacross the Sabine. We found use for all our wraps, 
and when we reached the ferry-house our MMldntoshea were 
Hke a coat of mail with the stiff ice, and trees and fields were 
covered. In the broad river hottom we noticed many aquatic 
birds, and the browsing line under the dense mass of ti'ees 
wag almost as clean cut as that of Bushy Park. The river, 
at its low stage, was only three or four rode across. The old 
negro who ferried us over, told us he had taken many a man 
to the other side, before annexation, who had ridden hia horse 
hard to get beyond the jurisdiction of the States, 

If wo were unfortunate in this stormy entrance into Texas, 
ws were very fortunate in the good quarters we hghted upon. 
The ferry has long been known as Gaines's Ferry, but is now 
the property of Mr, Strather, an adjacent planter, originally 
from Mississippi, but a settler of long standing. His log- 
house had two stories, and being the first we had met having 
glass windoivs, and the second, I think, with any windows at 
all, takes high rank for comfort on the road. At supper we 
had capita! maOard-ducks from the river, as well as the usual 
Tesan diet. 

We were detained by tho severity of the weather during 
the following day, and were well entertained with huntsman's 
stories of snakes, game, and crack shots, Mr. S. himself is 
the best shot in the county, A rival, who had once a match 
against him for two thousand dollars, called the day before 
the trial, and paid five hundred dollars to withdraw. He 
brought out hia rifle for us, and placed a bullet, at one 
himdred and twenty yards, plump ia the spot agreed upon. 
His piece is an old Kentucky rifle, weighing fourteen pounds, 
barrel fourty-four inches in length, and throwing a ball 
weighing forty-four to the pound. 

A guest, who came in, helped us to pass the day by ex- 
citing our anticipations of the West, and by his free and 
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good advice. He confirmed stories we bad heard of the 
danger to alavery in the "West by tlae fraternizing of tlie 
blanks with the Mexicans. They helped them in all then' 
bad habits, married them, stole a living from tliem, and ran 
them off every day to Mexico, This man had driven stages 
or herded cattle in every state of the Union, and had a notion 
that he liked the people and the state of Alabama better tlian 
any other. A man would get on faster, he thought, in Iowa, 
than anywhere else. He had been stage-drivei- in Illinois 
during the cold winter of 1851-2, and had driven a whole 
day when the mercury was at its furthest below zeix), but had 
never suffered so much from cold as on his present trip, 
during a norther on a "Western prairie. He was now return- 
ing from Alexandria, where be had taken a small drove of 
horses. He cautioned us, in travelling, always to see our 
horses fed with o\n: own eyes, and to " hang around " them 
till they bud made sure of a tolerable allowance, and never to 
leave anything portable within sight of a negi-o. A stray 
blanket was a sure loss. 

Mr. 8. has two plantations, both on upland, but one imder 
the care of an overseer, some miles fr-ora the river. The soil 
he considers excellent. He averaged, last year, seven and a 
half bales to the band ; this year, four and a half bales. The 
usual crop of corn hei'e is thirty bnshels (shelled) to the aci-e. 
Hearing him curse the neighbouring poor people for steal- 
ing hogs, we inquired if thieves were as troublesome here as 
in the older countries. " If there ever were any bog-thieves 
anywhere," said he, " it's here." In fiwit, no slave country, 
new or old, is free from this exasperating pest of poor whites. 
In his neighbourhood were several who ostensibly had a little 
patch of land to attend to, bnt who reaUy, he said, derived 
their whole kzy subsistence from their richer neighbour's' hog 
droves. 
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The negro-qiiartera here, scattered irregularly about the 
house, were of the worst description, though as good as local 
ciistom requires. They are hot a rough incloaure of logs, ten 
feet square, ■without windows, covered by slabs of hewn wood 
four feet long. The great chinks are Stopped with whatever 
has come to hand — a wad of cotton here, and a com-ahuck 
there. The suffering from cold withni them in such weather 
aa we experienced, must be great. The day before, we had 
seen a young black girl, of twelve or fourteen years, sitting 
on a pile of lo^ before a house we passed, in a driving aleet, 
having for her only garment a short chemise. It is impos- 
sible to say whether such sMftleasness was the fault of the 
master or of the girl. Probably of both, and a part of the 
peculiar Southern and South-western system of "get along," 
till it comes better weather. 

The storm continuing a third day, we rode through it 
twenty-five miles further to San Augustine. For some 
distance the country remains aa in Louisiana. Then the 
pines gradually disappear, and a heavy clay soil, stained by 
an oxide of iron to a uniform brick red, begins. It makes 
most disagreeable roads, sticking close, and giving an indehble 
stain to every article that touches it. This tract is known as 
the Eed Lands of Eastern Texas. 

On a plantation not &r from the river, we learned they 
had made eight bales to the hand. Mentioning it, after- 
wards, to a man who know the place, he said they had 
planted earlier than their neighbours, and worked night and 
day, and, he believed, had lied, besides. They had sent 
cotton both by Galveston and by Grand Ecore, and had found 
the cost the same, about ^8 per bale of 500 lbs. 

We called at a plantation offered for sale. It was de- 
scribed in the haad-billa as having a fine house. We found 
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